Weshington, Feb. 20th, 1858

Dear Eddie

Your beautiful letter reached me a long time since and

I have been trying ever since I first received it to fina time to

Yesterday the House ad journed to meet next Tuesday and I
availl myself of the opportunity to answer your letter as well as

one I Have just received from your dear Mother.

I was much pleased with your description of the Bridge

celebration. Grandpa must have been very happy. . Phe people

owe him much for making the Bridge "Free" Grandpa writes me kind

letters about you. You should do s11 you can to repsy him for

hils leve for yom.. I sm workxing hard so as to do something for

freedom by making a Speech if T can get the floor. TFreedom is

good and is opposed by slavery which is bad Slavery takes little

boys like you and Walter snd sells them away from their parents.

Freedom lets them stay at home and go to school just as you are

1iFing . Ao q
There is a great country called Kanses and the people

who love slavery wish to put it there and the preople who love

freedom wish to keep it out.

I am on one side and Mr. Keit, who had trouble with Mr.

Grow, is on the other. The people who love slavery are in earnest

and those who love freedom are in earnest. This makes them try

to beat each ather by:maklng speeahes againgt each other and by

voting against eaeh ether.- Sametimes:mon.likeimr.iEeit get 80
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angry as to forget that they are the

and become bad "black guards.”

they wish to have them.

things. You must try to govern yourself sng educate yourself so

that it shall never be said of you "he ig s blackgusrd.”

If you would 1ike something which yon have not-

nice book you would like to read, tell Grandps or Grandma to get

1t for you and I will pay them and thenk them &lso for being king

to you.

Your mother Says she received 2 nine letter from you at

Detroit. You must write to her often. Are you not lonely with

our 1i ttle Walter away? i)
Give my love to all and believe me
Your affectionate Fsther :

A. BURLINGAME

Mister Eddie 1I. Burlingame.
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Washington, Feb. 18th, 1860,

My dear Son: -

I have long thought of wWriting to you; but have been pre-
vented from doing so by every so meny things. Your mother hsa
written very often, and has informed you &8l1]1 about what we have
been doiné. 1 have read sgl1 your letters with great delight snd
have laughed with your Mother over the descriptions of your and

Louis adventures in search of rebbits and with skunks. T envy
you your appetite, and re joice at your sports. I think you must
be having slmost as good times as those I had when s boy, with
"Wildman Loomis"” and "George Graves". Iou must do aill you can to
Strengthen yourself by prudent exercise. 1 do not have much time

for such things here, where we go to bed sbout the time you get

up at Sherbom.

+

What would Uncle"ﬁbi;]al?:eg“ say 1f he could not begin work
until twelve o'clock snd could not revire until two or three o
clock in the morning as is the case with your Pa?

I will not give yom &ny advice as to your behavior for I
Enow youn will do right from & sense of duty.

If you will answer this letter immediately I will write
you & good long letter. Write to me =211 sbout your doings and
Ssayings. Let me know how meny fish you have caught - how many
rabbits you have seen - how many rides you have had - how many
things you have done &c. &c.

Give my love to ;all the family and thank them from me

for their kindness to you.

Your affectionate
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