ORDINANCE NO. 21‐123
AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE SUBMISSION TO THE ELECTORS OF THE CITY
OF SANDUSKY PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE CHARTER OF THE CITY OF
SANDUSKY AS SET FORTH IN A PETITION SUBMITTED TO THIS CITY COMMISSION,
AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.
WHEREAS, Section 82 of the Charter of the City of Sandusky provides in
relevant part that upon receipt by the City Commission of a petition or petitions
signed by at least ten per cent of the electors of the City setting forth a proposed
amendment to the Charter, the City Commission shall submit the proposed
amendment to the electors of the City; and
WHEREAS, a “Charter Amendment Petition” proposing numerous
amendments to the Charter has been submitted to this City Commission, a copy of
which is attached hereto, marked “Appendix A” for identification and fully
incorporated herein; and
WHEREAS, this City Commission has caused said Charter Amendment
Petition to be examined and the Board of Election of Erie County is in the process of
verifying the signatures contained therein to, and, contingent on the certification of
the Board of Elections of Erie County with respect thereto determining that the
same contains the requisite number of signatures, and, therefore, the aforesaid
Section 82 of the Charter imposes a mandatory obligation upon this City
Commission to submit such amendments to the electors of the City; and
WHEREAS, an emergency exists in that in order to provide for the usual
daily operation of a municipal department, it is necessary that this ordinance be
immediately effective so that the Clerk of this City Commission can certify this
ordinance to the election authorities immediately in order for the question to
appear on the ballot at an election to be held on November 2, 2021, and by reason
thereof, this ordinance shall take effect forthwith upon its passage, NOW,
THEREFORE,
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF SANDUSKY, OHIO, THAT:
Section 1.

The proposed amendments to the Charter of the City of

Sandusky, as set forth in “Appendix A” which is attached hereto and made a part
hereof as if fully rewritten herein, shall be submitted to a vote of the qualified
electors of the City of Sandusky at an election to be held on Tuesday, the 2nd day
of November, 2021, at the regular places and times for voting in the City, so long
as the Board of Election of Erie County certifies that the requisite number of
signatures as required by the Charter of the City of Sandusky and the Ohio
Constitution were submitted.
Section 2. It is the desire of the City Commission that the ballots for said
question shall be in substantially the following form:
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PROPOSED CHARTER AMENDMENT
A majority affirmative vote is necessary for passage.
Shall the Charter of the City be amended to provide that: the City
Commission shall consist of seven (7) citizens, four (4) of whom shall be elected in
individual wards, and three (3) who shall be elected at large; the four (4) ward City
Commissioners shall be elected at the municipal election to be held in 2023 and in
alternate municipal elections thereafter; the three (3) at large City Commissioners
shall be elected at the municipal election to be held in 2025 and in alternate
municipal elections thereafter; the Commissioners shall redivide the City into four
(4) wards for the purpose of the November 2023 election and immediately after
each decennial census, subject to the requirements of the Charter and upon the
basis of the population; each ward shall be nearly equal in population and
composed of contiguous and compact territory; each City Commissioner in a ward
seat for at least one (1) year immediately prior to his or her election shall have
been, and during his or her term of office shall continue to be, a resident of the
ward they are elected to and shall have the qualification of an elector therein; a
vacancy in a ward seat shall be filled with an otherwise qualified resident elector
of that ward; candidates for the ward City Commission seats may be nominated by
petition signed in the aggregate for each candidate of the City representing not
less than 1% of the total vote cast at the last preceding municipal election by
qualified electors in that particular ward in which the candidate seeks election but
not less than 25 qualified electors; a petition for recall of a City Commissioner is to
be signed by 15% of the total number of persons voting at the last preceding
municipal election for that seat; and only any elector qualified to vote for that seat
in a general election shall also be qualified to vote for that seat in a recall
election?
YES
NO

Section 3. If the foregoing amendments receive the affirmative vote of a
majority of the electors voting thereon, then such amendments shall thereupon take
effect at the time provided for thereby, provided, further, that in order to allow for
an orderly transition and the continued governance and administration of the City
until the City Commissioners representing wards are elected and assume office, the
existing provisions of the Charter as to the City Commission, the President of the City
Commission, the City Manager and the Commissioners and officers of this City, as
the case may be, shall, to the extent necessary and not in irreconcilable conflict with
such amendments, remain operative during such transition.
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Section 4. The Clerk of the City Commission is hereby authorized and
directed to forward a certified copy of this ordinance to the Board of Elections of
Erie County on or before August 4, 2021.
Section 5. The Board of Elections of Erie County shall cause an appropriate
notice to be duly given of the election to be held on November 2, 2021, on the
foregoing amendments to the Charter of the City and otherwise provide for such
election in the manner provided by the general laws of the State of Ohio.
Section 6. The Clerk of this City Commission is hereby authorized and
directed to mail a copy of the proposed Charter amendments to each elector at
least thirty days prior to the election to be held on November 2, 2021, as provided
in Section 82 of the Charter, in Article XVIII, Section 9 of the Constitution of the
State of Ohio, and in Section 731.211 of the Ohio Revised Code.
Section 7. There is hereby appropriated from the General Fund a sufficient
sum of money to pay expenses related to the aforesaid election.
Section 8.

This City Commission finds and determines that all formal

actions of this City Commission concerning and relating to the passage of this
ordinance were taken in an open meeting of this City Commission and that all
deliberations of this City Commission and of any committees that resulted in those
formal actions were in meetings open to the public in compliance with the law.
Section 9. That, for the reasons set forth in the last preamble hereto, this
ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure and shall take effect
immediately upon its passage and due authentication by the President and the
Clerk of the City Commission.

RICHARD R. BRADY
PRESIDENT OF THE CITY COMMISSION
ATTEST:

KELLY L. KRESSER
INTERIM CLERK OF THE CITY COMMISSION
Passed: August 4, 2021

