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CURRENT USE CRITERIA BOOKLET

Current Use Handbook
(Pages 73-92)

This section of the booklet, known as the Current Use
Handbook, includes best practices and answers to PERPETUAL DEDICATION
frequently asked questions for both landowners and
municipalities in regard to current use application
procedures, land classification, maps, and explanation of
topics such as the 20% recreational discount, the soil
potential index, and the land use change tax. Readers
should take into consideration that each of the following
topics provide a more thorough explanation of the Current
Use Law and Administrative Rules that were provided in
the preceding sections. The current use board uses the laws and rules, as well as historical current use
discussions, Board of Land and Tax Appeal, Superior and Supreme Court decisions, and professional
experience to provide the following information as factual and accurate. After reviewing the handbook,
if you still have questions please contact the Department of Revenue Administration at cub@dra.nh.gov
or by calling 603-230-5950

NH’s Current Use Program is a
perpetual dedication to maintain
open space. As such, land is assessed
on its’ potential to grow agricultural
crops, or trees.

Application Procedures TAX MAP DISCREPENCIES

Landowner Responsibilities The acreage, frontage, and other

1. To apply for current use assessment, the information provided on the
landowner must complete Form A-10, for Current applicant’s map should agree with the
Application Use Assessment, and submit it to the municipality’s tax map. If the
municipal assessing officials by April 15™. The information does not agree, the
Form A-10 is available from the municipal landowner should provide supporting
assessing officials, at the www.revenue.nh.gov documentation, such as a deed or
website, or by contacting the Department of survey, to prove that the information
Revenue Administration, PO Box 487, Concord, NH on their submitted map is correct.
03302-0487. Refer to Cub 302.01 and Cub 309.03

for more information in regard to completion of
the application.
2. The landowner must submit with the application:
a. The filing fee in accordance with Cub 302.02 (which will be refunded if the application is
denied or withdrawn); and
b. A map of each parcel of land going into current use. The map does not need to be an
actual survey of the property. Examples of maps are on the following pages. The map
must include the following information pursuant to Cub 301.11:
i. Identification of the entire parcel, or tract, showing the location, map and lot of
each parcel, access, and total acreage of the parcel or total acreage of each
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contiguous parcel. Specific location
of all not in current use land for
each parcel by including boundary
dimensions, acreage calculations,
and identifiable landmarks.

ii. Identification of the different
current use land classification,
location and acreage for each
parcel.

iii. A table containing the summary of
The acreage of land and forest
type categories for which the
applicant is seeking current use
assessment and the acreage of the
land not in current use;

c. Current Use Assessment Matrix (see form

found on page 63).

For farmland, if the landowner is going to require
the assessing officials to use the Soil Potential
Index in the assessment calculation, the landowner
must supply the Soil Potential Index. See RSA 79-
A:5,1, Cub 301.17 and Cub 304.04 for further
details.

MAKING A MAP

A licensed surveyor is not required to
create a map for the current use
application. The municipal tax map
description for your property may be
used. Or, there are many free
mapping programs online that can
help you create a map or a baseline
map with some of the required
elements. (GRANITView:
www.granitview.unh.edu )

NOT IN CURRENT USE LAND

Land not in current use does not float
around the property. Not in current
use land (NICU) must be identified on
the application map.

For forest land, which is under the “Forest Land with Documented Stewardship” category, the
landowner must submit the items listed under Cub 304.07. In lieu of a forest stewardship plan,
the landowner may submit a completed Form CU-12 “Summary of Forest Stewardship Plan for

Current Use Assessment” as described in Cub
309.06.

An applicant may withdraw the application in the
same year in which it was submitted, provided the
municipality has not recorded the application with
the County Registry of Deeds (Cub 302.06).
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What tax rate do current use
owners pay? Current use
landowners pay the same municipal,
county, local school and state
education tax rate as all other
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Map Examples

Example 1
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FOam NEW HAMPSHIRE DEPARTRMENT OF REVEMUIE ADBAINISTRATION
| A0 APPLICATION FOR CURRENT LISE ASSESSMENT
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STEP 3 - DOCUMENTATION AND FEE FOR PROPERTY TO BE ENROLLED IN CURRENT USE (CU]

[a] Reguired map attached for the parcel‘tract identifidng acres in OU and not in CU E‘r

(b Aequired “County Regisiry of Deeds Recording and Filing Fee” enclosed with form
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FORM NEW HAMPSHIRE DEPARTRMENT OF REVENUE ADMINISTRATION
fi-10 APPLICATION FOR CURRENT USE ASSESSMENT
fntmsird,

STEP 4 - SUMMARY OF LAND TO BE ENROLLED IN CURRENT USE (CU]
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Example 2
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FORM MWEW HAMPSHIRE DEFARTMENT OF REVEMUE ADMINISTRATION
A-1d APPLICATION FOR CURRENT LISE ASSESSMENT
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FORM

A-10

STEP 4 - SUMMARY OF LAND TO BE ENROLLED IN CURRENT USE [CU)

CURRENT USE CRITERIA BOOKLET

MEW HAMPSHIRE DEFARTMENT OF REVENUE ADMINISTRATION

o rsac]

APPLICATION FOR CLURRENT LFSE ASSESSMENT

CURRENT USE CLASSIFICATION l & ACRES 20% RECREATIONAL ADUSTMENT®
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MAP & LOT #

CURRENT USE CRITERIA BOOKLET

MUNICIPAL CURRENT USE ASSESSMENT MATRIX WORKSHEET
PROPERTY OWNER: John R Jones

°Z2 - 14A

COMPLETED: Feb. 2/, Z0XX

COMPLETED BY:

John £ Janes

1. Fill in the number of acres of each applicable category.
2. Indicate whether the land has a stewardship plan.
3. Indicate whether the land has the recreational adjustment (Rec. Adj.).
4. Circle the best estimate of the "grade”, "location”, and "site quality”.
5. Provide an updated map of your current use property.
6. Provide a Soil Potential Index for "Farmland" categories.
7. [f forest stewardship has been indicated, please provide an updated stewardship plan.
— ) (Office Use)
, FOREST TYPE: ACRES | REC. ADJ. | STEWARDSHIP | LOCATION GRADE SITEQUALITY | OTHER | TOTAL
White Pine | 20 | (78 No | @ No 6 A |6 A 6 Gor
Hardwood | 70 | K¥es) N (YE5D Ne G A |sAOP G A P
All Other Yes Mo Yes No G A P G A P G A P | |
FARMLAND: B Yes Mo Yes N G A P G A P G A P SPI:
| UNPRODUCTIVE: | /O Mo Yes No G A P G A P G A P
} WETLAND: Yes Mo Yes ] MNa G A P G A P G A P
| NOT IN C.U,

| TOTAL ACRES :

LOCATION:
G = Good:

A = Average:
P= Poor:
GRADE:

G = Good (Flat to R
A = Average (Some
P = Poor (Steep):
SITE QUALITY:
G = Good:

A= Average:

F = Poor:

olling}:
Slope):

Majority of land is D to 15% grade.
Majority of land is 16% to 20% grade.

Majority of land is over 31% grade.

81

Well drained soils, erosion hazard slight, capacity of parcel to produce wood is good.
Maoderately drained soils, erosion hazard moderate, capacity of parcel to produce wood is average.
Poorty drained soils, erosion hazard is severe, capacity of parcel to produce wood is poor.

Tract has access from a state or town road with majority of land within 1,000 feet of roadway.
Tract has access from a class VI or olher non-maintained road with majority of land within 2,000 feet of roadway.
Tract has legal restrictions limiting aceess or is located more than 2,000 feet from roadway.
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Example 3
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CURRENT USE CRI

TERIA BOOKLET

MEWY HAMPSHIRE DEFARTMENT OF REVENUE ADMINISTRATION

APPLICATION FOR CURR

STEP 1- PROFERTY OWMER(S)

ENT USE ASSESSMENT

TAX YEAR APPLIED FOR: April 1, 20XX
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HOTE: Lote must be contiguous. Mencontiguouws lots rmust be submitted on & ieparets appBostion,

STEP 3 - DOCUMENTATION AND FEE FOR PROPERTY TO BE ENROLLED IN CURHEN/T USE (CU)

1 pes, type of documentation;

(2} Required rrap attached for the parcelftract identifving acrss In CU and nat in CL
(k) Required "County Reqistry of Deeds Recording and Filing Fee" enchosed with form
1) Has a 30 Potential Index (SPI) percentage been provided for Farm Land

|d) Has "Documentation of Stewardshin” been provided for Forast Land

g/
[] ¥es
] ¥Yes

o

Faga 1 af5 |
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FORM

A-10

rnnginaedl

STEP 4-SUMMARY OF LAND TO BE ENROLLED IMN CURRENT USE (CU)

WEW HAMPSHIRE DEF&RTMENT OF REVERLIE ADRAINISTRATION
APPLICATION FOR CURREMT USE ASSESSPMAENT

CURRENT WSE CLASSIFICATION

| 4 ACRES

20%% RECREATIONAL ADFSSTIMENT |

Yes

FARM LAND

oz

FOREST LAMD: 'WHITE FINE

HARDNADOICD

ALL OTHER

FOREST LANDWTH DOCUMENTED STEWARDIEHIP:

==

WHITE PINE _—
HARDWOLD —
ALL OTHER -—
UNFRODULTIVE LAND —

WETLAMD

!

ooooD |RERED
O o e

*To beeligible for the 209 recreation adjustment, lard must be apenta the pulbdc for skiing, snowshosing, fishing, Hunting, keking and naturs
ghsermtion at e charge. See REA 7944, || for futher irdormation,

STEP 5-SIGNATURE OF ALL PROPERTY OWRNERS OF RECORD

charge tax,

LW dia flemdy understand that by aneelling land under curont use
s of ths aboun descibed land be changad bo @ non-quaBfying use, that tha cwner of pecord at the time of the change im e is liakle for tha bnd wse

e certify that the land indicated above gualifies for currentuse sssscsment under the Mew Hampshine SEstute B34 F9-4 and Administrativs Fules
Cub 300, ard that all reguiremants will contings ta ba mat

nt that @ canting

This fomr must b= sigreed By all owrees of recrd or agert wich F'l.a-'mr‘l.::.f'.ﬁl:ll.lnu:.'. Syt & copy ol the Power ol Attormey form, iF spplicable.

i creatnid on tha tract o parcal and showd the

TV ORPRINT Hakfi (n Sk or dam bl ow r\l;;"

J;:lﬂ B Smi

TR

Tl DRFRIRT H A Gn =sch or g i Slemirk: SENTUFRE 60 bar o cark Bl inin DATR
e e

TVel CEFRIRT HAVE (n &ach ordas blewink: SGATUEE i blark or dhark o s DT

TVPECEFRIT HAVE (in Elack ardack Sharinks SGANATURE dn Elaes or cark Eooe nid TS

Paga 2 af 5
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