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Additional copies of this Current Use Booklet can be obtained: 

- Online:  http://revenue.nh.gov/current-use/booklets.htm 
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PO Box 487 
Concord, NH 03302-0487 
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http://revenue.nh.gov/current-use/booklets.htm
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Current Use Handbook  

(Pages 73-92) 

This section of the booklet, known as the Current Use 
Handbook, includes best practices and answers to 
frequently asked questions for both landowners and 
municipalities in regard to current use application 
procedures, land classification, maps, and explanation of 
topics such as the 20% recreational discount, the soil 
potential index, and the land use change tax.  Readers 
should take into consideration that each of the following 
topics provide a more thorough explanation of the Current 
Use Law and Administrative Rules that were provided in 
the preceding sections.  The current use board uses the laws and rules, as well as historical current use 
discussions, Board of Land and Tax Appeal, Superior and Supreme Court decisions, and professional 
experience to provide the following information as factual and accurate. After reviewing the handbook, 
if you still have questions please contact the Department of Revenue Administration at cub@dra.nh.gov 
or by calling 603-230-5950   

Application Procedures 

Landowner Responsibilities 

1. To apply for current use assessment, the 
landowner must complete Form A-10, for Current 
Application Use Assessment, and submit it to the 
municipal assessing officials by April 15th.  The 
Form A-10 is available from the municipal 
assessing officials, at the www.revenue.nh.gov 
website, or by contacting the Department of 
Revenue Administration, PO Box 487, Concord, NH 
03302-0487. Refer to Cub 302.01 and Cub 309.03 
for more information in regard to completion of 
the application. 

2. The landowner must submit with the application: 
a. The filing fee in accordance with Cub 302.02 (which will be refunded if the application is 

denied or withdrawn); and 
b. A map of each parcel of land going into current use. The map does not need to be an 

actual survey of the property. Examples of maps are on the following pages. The map 
must include the following information pursuant to Cub 301.11:   

i. Identification of the entire parcel, or tract, showing the location, map and lot of 
each parcel, access, and total acreage of the parcel or total acreage of each 

PERPETUAL DEDICATION 

NH’s Current Use Program is a 
perpetual dedication to maintain 
open space.  As such, land is assessed 
on its’ potential to grow agricultural 
crops, or trees.   

TAX MAP DISCREPENCIES 

The acreage, frontage, and other 
information provided on the 
applicant’s map should agree with the 
municipality’s tax map. If the 
information does not agree, the 
landowner should provide supporting 
documentation, such as a deed or 
survey, to prove that the information 
on their submitted map is correct. 

mailto:cub@dra.nh.gov
http://www.revenue.nh.gov/
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contiguous parcel. Specific location 
of all not in current use land for 
each parcel by including boundary 
dimensions, acreage calculations, 
and identifiable landmarks. 

ii. Identification of the different 
current use land classification, 
location and acreage for each 
parcel. 

iii. A table containing the summary of 
The acreage of land and forest 
type categories for which the 
applicant is seeking current use 
assessment and the acreage of the 
land not in current use; 

c. Current Use Assessment Matrix (see form 
found on page 63). 

3. For farmland, if the landowner is going to require 
the assessing officials to use the Soil Potential 
Index in the assessment calculation, the landowner 
must supply the Soil Potential Index.  See RSA 79-
A:5,1, Cub 301.17 and Cub 304.04 for further 
details. 

4. For forest land, which is under the “Forest Land with Documented Stewardship” category, the 
landowner must submit the items listed under Cub 304.07. In lieu of a forest stewardship plan, 
the landowner may submit a completed Form CU-12 “Summary of Forest Stewardship Plan for 
Current Use Assessment” as described in Cub 
309.06. 

5. An applicant may withdraw the application in the 
same year in which it was submitted, provided the 
municipality has not recorded the application with 
the County Registry of Deeds (Cub 302.06).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MAKING A MAP 

A licensed surveyor is not required to 
create a map for the current use 
application.  The municipal tax map 
description for your property may be 
used.  Or, there are many free 
mapping programs online that can 
help you create a map or a baseline 
map with some of the required 
elements. (GRANITView: 
www.granitview.unh.edu ) 

NOT IN CURRENT USE LAND 

Land not in current use does not float 
around the property.  Not in current 
use land (NICU) must be identified on 
the application map.   

What tax rate do current use 
owners pay? Current use 
landowners pay the same municipal, 
county, local school and state 
education tax rate as all other 
properties. 

http://www.granitview.unh.edu/
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Map Examples 

Example 1 
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Example 2 
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Example 3 
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