MEMORANDUM
TO:

Administration and Legal Committee

FROM:

Brad L. Bettenhausen, Treasurer and IMRF Authorized Agent

RE:

IMRF Resolution re Elected Official participation

DATE:

19 May 2017

The Illinois Municipal Retirement Fund (IMRF) Board of Trustees recently adopted Board
Resolution 2017-02-13. This new Board rule requires all governing bodies of units of
government with elected positions participating in IMRF to pass new resolutions re-affirming
that the positions meet the IMRF hourly standard (1,000 hours per year). This new resolution,
or its equivalent, must be passed at least every two years for all elected positions.
Qualifying Hours:
Hours spent at meetings, preparing for meetings, in the office, and actually conferring with
constituents are counted as performance of duty and may be included in the IMRF hourly
standard.
Non-qualifying Hours:
Hours spent on-call or otherwise informally available to constituents do not count as
performance of duty and should not be included in the IMRF hourly standard.
The Village Board authorized its elected officials to participate in IMRF by Ordinance 2004-O030 which became Section 31.004(A) of the Tinley Park Municipal Code. Participation in IMRF
is mandatory for all Village employees who work 1,000 or more hours in a year. However,
Elected Officials are an exception to this requirement. Elected Officials have the option to “optin.” There are also provisions for an Elected Official to “opt in” at a later date and repurchase
service credits for up to 50 months of prior elective service. Several of the Village Elected
Officials have opted to participate in IMRF.
The Village was audited by IMRF in 2014 as part of routine verifications performed for all
employers participating in IMRF (the Village joined IMRF in 1965). As part of that audit
process, a determination was made that under normal circumstances, it could be expected that
Village Elected Officials would meet the Hourly Standard (1,000 hours) during a calendar year
and were eligible to participate in IMRF.
Due to this new IMRF rule approved in February 2017, regardless of the date of any existing
IMRF resolution regarding eligibility of elected officials, a recertifying resolution (copy
accompanies) must be passed before September 1, 2017. If IMRF does not receive a

recertification resolution, the Village's Elected Officials will no longer be eligible to participate
in IMRF and will be administratively terminated by IMRF.
If it wished to do so, the Village Board can also pass a resolution to terminate IMRF
participation by Elected Officials, but in doing so, it must certify that the duties and
responsibilities of the elected positions have changed and no longer requires performance of
duty for at least 1,000 hours per year and assign a date at which the positions ceased to qualify.
We continue to believe that Elected Officials do, and will, spend at least 1,000 hours a year
performing their respective duties, and do not feel that the required attestation that the
positions do not meet the Hourly Standard is accurate, truthful, or appropriate. Should the
Board actively (by a termination resolution/ordinance) or passively (by failure to adopt Village
resolution 2017-R-028) terminate IMRF participation for Elected Officials, it is recommended
that Section 31.004(A) the Tinley Park Municipal Code should be amended subsequent to any
such change.
Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

A RESOLUTION RELATING TO PARTICIPATION BY ELECTED
OFFICIALS IN THE ILLINOIS MUNICIPAL RETIREMENT FUND
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(Income tax information can be found on the reverse side of this resolution)
PLEASE ENTER Employer IMRF I.D. Number

03683
RESOLUTION
2017-R-028
Number __________________
Village of Tinley Park
WHEREAS, the______________________________________________________________________________
EMPLOYER NAME

		

is a participant in the Illinois Municipal Retirement Fund; and
WHEREAS, elected officials may participate in the Illinois Municipal Retirement Fund if they are in positions
1,000
normally requiring performance of duty for______________hours
or more per year; and
600 OR 1,000

		

WHEREAS, this governing body can determine what the normal annual hourly requirements of its elected officials
are, and should make such determination for the guidance and direction of the Board of Trustees of the Illinois Municipal
Retirement Fund;*
Village Board
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the_____________________________________________________
BOARD, COUNCIL, ETC.

finds the following elected positions qualify for membership in IMRF.
		

TITLE OF ELECTED POSITION

Village President (Mayor)
___________________________________________________________
Village Clerk
___________________________________________________________
Village Trustee
___________________________________________________________

DATE POSITION BECAME QUALIFIED
27 Apr 2004
__________________________________
27 Apr 2004
__________________________________
27 Apr 2004
__________________________________

CERTIFICATION
Village Clerk
Kristin A. Thrion
I, ______________________________________________
, the __________________________________________
NAME

CLERK OR SECRETARY OF THE BOARD

Village of Tinley Park
of the_______________________________________________

EMPLOYER NAME
		

Cook and Will
of the County of ___________________________,
COUNTY

State of Illinois, do hereby certify that I am keeper of its books and records and that the foregoing is a true and correct
Village Board
copy of a resolution duly adopted by its_________________________________________________
at a meeting duly
BOARD, COUNCIL, ETC.

convened and held on the____________ of_______________________________________20_____.
DAY

		

MONTH

YEAR

SIGNATURE CLERK OR SECRETARY OF THE BOARD

* Any person who knowingly makes any false statement or falsifies or permits to be falsified any record of the
Illinois Municipal Retirement Fund in an attempt to defraud IMRF is guilty of a Class 3 felony (40 ILCS 5/1-135).
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A RESOLUTION RELATING TO PARTICIPATION BY ELECTED OFFICIALS
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INCOME TAX INFORMATION
All elected officials eligible to participate in IMRF are considered active participants
in an employer sponsored retirement plan under the Internal Revenue Code, even
if the official does not elect to participate in IMRF, and are subject to the IRA
deductibility limits imposed by law.
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COMMENTS FROM
THE PUBLIC

Adjourn to Executive Session
Discuss litigation, when an action
against, affecting or on behalf of the
particular public body has been filed and
is pending before a court or
administrative tribunal, or when the
public body finds that an action is
probable or imminent, in which case the
basis for the finding shall be recorded
and entered into the minutes of the
closed meeting.

ADJOURNMENT

