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INTRODUCTION

The breezes of history rustle the leaves of the old
oak trees under whose boughs many Indians encamped and
where the first settlers met the original inhabitants
(or so we think) of this area.

To enable our readers to better grasp the portrayal of
the area history, we give you a general background of those
that settled here in the northeastern part of DuPage County
and the adjacent area of Cook County.

About 98% of the area settlers came from different
kingdoms and dukedoms of Germany.

Those that came from Prussia were primarily of the
Reformed faith. Those that came from the Kingdom of
Hanover were of Lutheran background. Emigrants from other
areas contributed to each major church body.

Some of the Hanovarians had a fair knowledge of

English. They also enjoyed good schools compared to other

areas.
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An Introduction to the History of the Addison, Bensen-
ville, Elmhurst Area Residents of Many Years Ago, and a
Limited Picture of their Life Style

The settlers of these areas treated herein had a common
heritage. They all came, with few exceptions, from the North-
ern German States. |

T+ is ironic that our DuPage history sheds little light
on the lives of these early settlers who kept very few records,
so that their descendants could, with reasonable certainty,
relive the everyday experiences of these dedicated, thoughtful
and courageous new citizens.

| There was no over population in Germany, no foreign power
threatening them, but the great surge of Prussian militarism
was not conducive to peace of mind, even among the Prussian
young mern.

The economy of the Kingdom of Hanover, where most of the
immigrants of the 1830's came from, was better than in other
nearby states, like Saxony, etc.

In studying the various histories of the above areas,
one must be made aware of the great dearth of information on
the mores of the immigrants, and the prime reason motivating
them to leave the homeland and uproot themselves from the
homeland of their ancestors to embark on a perilous ocean

journey.



The prime reasons for leaving were hedonism, denial of
the divinity of Christ, violating the old tenets of the con-
servative Lutheran faith, the rumored closing of the Hanoverian
schoolsg, and the much-touted liberty in America.

The still life picture of our settlers was taken from many
sources: (1) my grandfather's diary and biography, (2) conver-
sations and direct questioning of persons who came from the
Kingdom of Hanover in the 1830's, (3) a hired hand who worked
for my great-grandfather and grandfather for 45 years, as told

by his daughter, (4) church histories of Zion Lutheran Church,

written in 1888, covering 50 years, (5) old newspapers, carrying

research items of this area, (6) extant histories, (7) physical
mementos and artifacts that have a direct bearing on what was
current in this area, and (8) letters and accounts of travel
and living conditions in the 1830's.

It took many years to find and examine sources or related
experiences of people. Some of it was chaff and not trust-
worthy or unfit for enclosure in this book.

The first permanent settlers of this area came from
various geographical regions later known as Germany, which was
at that time divided into many kingdoms and dukedoms.

The kingdom of Hanover was part of a dual kingdom of
Hanover and England which existed from 1714 until 1837.

King George III was the ruling monarch for sixty years. His-
tory records that he was not fluent in the English language.

He was of German descent.

e



The Kingdom of Prussia conguered the Kingdom of Hanover,
at that time ruled by George IV, the son of George TII.
George IV, being otherwise occupied, did not contest the
takeover.l

Having built a powerful military machine they decided to
flex their military muscles and expand their area of operations
and subjugate neighboring states. Hanover had experienced
trouble with Prussia before.

The economic condition of Hanover was fair to good at this
time compared to other regions of the "Reich." Saxony had a
famine, as they were dependent on potatoes as a staple diet.
From what can be gleaned from historical reports, the failure
of the potato crop must have been due to the potato blight which
a few years later invaded Ireland and caused much distress and
hunger, so that many Irish were forced to leave Ireland and come
to America. This was in the 1840's.

The Kingdom of Hanover had a good primary school system
during the reign of George III. This abruptly changed when
Hanover came under the domination of Prussia, who was looking

for soldiers to bear arms, not professors. Some of the schools

were closed.

lThe militaristic posture of Prussias, and the reason for
its existence and growth, may lie in the fact that major Euro-
pean wars were fought on central German soil by armies other
than German. To prevent further military incursions by other
powers and laying waste the homeland, the Prussian leaders
banded together and built up their own army and provided their
soldiers with able officers and leaders.
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Many of the Hanovarians deeply resented the Prussian
overlords, as did many of their own people. Those who could
muster the necessity of emigration left Prussia as soon as
possible. Some had to serve the army first before they could
leave. It is difficult to determine just who had to first per-
form his military duty and who could leave. Single, healthy,
young men could not leave. They may have had a lottery system,
even then, as this was nothing new in recruiting for the mili-
tary many years before.

Many people emigrated because of religious conditions.
Nationalism, existentialism, hedonism and other "modern"
teachings crept into the age-old and revered tenets of the
churches. It was possibly more noticeable in the Lutheran
Church because of their known tenets. All churches were
deeply affected. All churches were tax supported and the
preacher had to be careful not to offend the aristocracy in_
his sermons. The edicts of the state interfered with the
freedom of religious beliefs and the exercise thereof. This
coupled with the impending militarism and the gradual erosion
of the good economic condition, prompted many to look toward
America as the Mecca  for their pride, economic and personal
treedom, where they could practice their religion to their
own conscience and beliefs.

It was a momentous occasion to sever all ties with those
things which were a part of their lives, and to defy the

elements in the long journey over the tempestous sea-



the future pleasure of years of acquaintances and associa-
tions of their neighbors; to part from their relatives:; and to
come to a land whose customs and language were different.

Those who had real property had to find a buyer and a
dependable attorney or advocat, as they were called, who
acted as their fiscal agent. Not all the money realized from
the sale of their property was paid in cash. Neither would
they want to carry more money than necessary, including emer-
gencies. I presume that not all agents were honest. Men had
as many human failings then as now.

Plans had to be made how best to arrange the exodus. Ship
agents had to be contacted and information obtained regarding
the myriad problems of life aboard ship. Governmental consent
for emigration had to obtained; what type of food to take:
bedding; clothing; baggage; etc. Arrangements had to be made
for the travel from their home to the point of embarkation,
which consumed in many cases several days or more. Leave-
taking from friends, relatives and meighbors must have been
heartrending because of the probability of never seeing each
other again. The fainthearted often turned back when decision
time had come. There was no turning back after this.

After traveling from their home to the point of embarka-

. tion it was necessary quite often to wait for the ship to make

ready to receive its passengers and baggage. Some friends and
neighbors often accompanied them and also hauled their baggage

and stayed with them until they were safely aboard ship.



Departure time depended on the whimsical wind which
usually had to move the ship away from its berth and out into
the roadstead where the sails could move the ship against
tidal currents which impeded free movement. Sometimes boats,
manned by strong oarsmen would move the ship away from its

berth and turn it so the wind could fill the sails.

Life Aboard Ship

Ships of the 1830's used in passenger service were small
affairs compared to the larger ships built twenty years later.
Most ships had a displacement of 170 to 200 tons. A large
ship had 250 or more tons displacement. Ships of 170 to 200
tons had two masts for rigging the sails. Larger ships were
not used for passenger service. The American Clipper Ships
were much larger and better designed and built.

The larger ships had three decks, the lower decks being
used for steerage passengers. Steerage passage was very cheap.
Travelers had to supply their own food. They could build
fires in certain sections of the ship to prepare their meals
but had to observe the ship regulations which were, of necess-
ity, strict. From some records studied and some written memo-
rabilia of persons who made the trip at that time, we learned
that baked-dry biscuits (hardtack) were a favorite food, also
pork products, such as sausages, ham, etc. The passengers
also carried beans, but they could not readily be prepared
because of limited cooking time aboard ship. Some people

paid no attention to the food recommendations for ship travel
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and were hard-up when their food spoiled because of extended
sailing. Then they were at the mercy of theif more prudent
fellow passengers who generally and generously shared their
food wi%h them. Often food stored below deck was spoiled by
water washing over the ships decks during a storm. Drinking
water, which was stored in wooden casks secured to the deck of
the ship, was provided. The casks were often green with scum
and algea on the inside, as the sailors did not clean them
very often.

Roasted barley, supplemented with chicory roots, was the
common beverage on board ship. Even today some people prefer
chicory root to coffee beans. Some cheeses were also included
in some of the families' meals.

In stormy weather the passengers had to stay below deck,
and no cooking fires were allowed. Often the bedding became
water-logged. There was no thought given to ventilation. There
were no lights on board ship. The stench must have been horrible
after several days of enforced incarceration below deck. People
must have had solid constitutions to be able to endure these
conditions. Sea-sickness, a travel inconvenience, did not help
in changing the foul air. It was also a custom of necessity to
empty the chamber pot in the morning, which was used by the
passengers, particularly at night. When storms prevented this,
the additional foul odor must have caused a lot of retching.
Yes, a good constitution was necesssary to put up with inci-

dentals of travel over the Gre
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People knew little or nothing of preventing scurvy.
Captain Cook, fifty years earlier, had proved that diet was
at fault. This debilitating disease often broke out aboard
ship, when food deficient in vitamin C was not to be had. Fresh
vegetables and fruits were not available. Ascorbic acid-rich
foods were beyond their reach, particularly as travel food.
Other diseases were also often found among the passengers. If
a virulant and highly contagious disease broke out, it swept

like a wild fire among the passengers. It can be assumed that

rats were primarily responsible for the rapid spread of diseases
aboard ship. |

When a death occured aboard ship, the deceased was wrapped
in a canvas shroud with a stone or other weight fastened to the
foot end, and slid into the dark waters to find its final rest-
ing place. There may have been a clergyman aboard who took
care of the ceremony as the body was silently slipped into the
sea, if not, the captain would mumble some appropriate words.

If there were too many bodies requiring sea burial, the ceremony
was dispensed with.

There were no life boats on the ship, no radios, no elec-
tric lights--no electricity at all. A compass was used, but
sailing by the stars was the usual means of navigating. I have
never encountered a report of a sailing vessel meeting an ice-
berg. There surely must have been icebergs then, as well as
later, but the slow forward movement of the ship was some

insurance against a fatal collision. Surely the whale oil lamp
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with its feeble light did not enable the lookout in the crows
nest to see very far ahead. Most ships took a southern route,
which was rather safe from icebergs. Sometimes a ship was be-
calmed and had to wait a week or longer for favorable winds to
£fill the sails and move the ship forward. Many stories of
sailing ships tell us of ships being becalmed. This leads us

to think of some ship going too far south and hitting the dol-
drums at the edge of the so-named Sargosso Sea, which is usually
becalmed.

There were no hurricane warnings. How many ships went down
to their watery grave? Records that were kept were a hit-or-
miss affair. Some countries required ship manifests to be kept
on file. (The United States required the filing of ship manifests
since 1820.) Who was to enforce this when countries were in the
throes of war?

Ships were lost in unexpected hurricanes or storms or due
to plain disregard to the seaworthiness ofvthe vessels. Who
cared? The government who permitted its citizens to emigrate?
The government that was to be the haven for those sailing across
the ocean to land on its shores? Were the ship owners overly
concerned? No, is the only to these questions:

The inspector for the seaworthiness of the ship was most
casual. Private enterprise ruled the shipowners, and they were
not overly concerned about the cargo they carried--human or

otherwise. They had been paid in advance.



What was the cost per person sailing from England or
Hamburg to New York or New Orleans? From reliable sources the
charge varied from 50 to 125 dollars per family in the 1830's.1

When the emigrants arrived in New York in 1895 they had
another treat in store for them--the railroads also had a rate
war. The trip from New York to Chicago cost one dollar. Food
was extra. The narrator of this story, Mr. William Bﬂgzer, who
was in the monument business in Addison, was Addison Township
Clerk for many years. Mr. Bﬁpzer wanted to go from Chicago to
Crete, Illinois and the cost was almost as much as his trip
from Hamburg.

I doubt if any of us can fathom the concern of mothers
for their children when they were in the hold of the ship during
a storm.

Today, any ship of note has all kinds of entertainment and
social directors to see that all are taken care of.

The emigrant did not have the Statue of Liberty to greet
him. This was more than fifty years in the future.

I believe that there were hucksters swarming around the

recent arrivals to separate them from their hard earned money,

l1n 1890 there was a rate war between shiplines. Ships
were much larger then and were driven by steam. One of Addison's
former citizens told me he paid two dollars from Hamburg to New
York. However, the ship had to stop over at Liverpool, as it was
an English ship and the English government commandeered the ship
to be used to transport troops to the Dardanelles, as trouble
between Russia and England seemed imminent. For two weeks the

passengers were fed and housed in Liverpool until another ship

could be readied to continue the voyage to America--all for two
dollars.




for worthless baubles. I do not believe they had much luck.
One incident of a strong-armed robbery of a just-arrived
emigrant was related to me by a man who was a young boy when
he saw it happen. A fellow approached a newly-arrived emigrant
to take his carpet bag. He resisted and then the robber tried
to strike him. The emigrant hauled out with his fist and the
robber fell into the water between the wharf and the ship. A
policeman witnessed this and commented that the robber had it
coming to him for a long time. The robber did not come up
again. His days of robbing were over.

Most ships were unloaded in New York or New Orleans. The
emigrant took another boat up the Hudson River to New Albany

(now Albany). There they could decide whether to take the Erie

Canal to Buffalo and then another ship to Chicago, or to buy
oxen or horses and wagons for an overland trip to midwest
America.

The overland trip to the new west led from New Albany to
the southwestern area of New York and came to Addison, New York,
a town with the general topography of Addison, Illinois, a
meandering stream runs around the eastern end and then a gentle
rise in the road west into the heart of town. Addison, New
York has a bit of hilly country around the perimeter.

The overland trail skirted Lake Erie on its southern
shore. They had to go around the southern edge of Lake Michigan
before arriving at a mudhole called Chicago. Others preferred

e to travel down the Erie Canal (opened in 1825) and take a lake
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schooner over the Great Lakes to Chicago. This was another

hazardous travel undertaking. It took about four weeks of
sailing, or seven weeks by wagon travel. Many ships were lost
on the Great Lakes. 1In a ten-year span, according to a study

made by six universities, about 500 ships went down. Most of
these ships were never noted as to where they went down. It
was not known where they sank.

In 1929 Captain Koenig, the German skipper of the German
raider Emden, during World War I, took a trip on Lake Superior
while a storm was raging. He got sea sick for the first time
of his life. These lakes are not the quiet waters one is led
to believe.

Some of the immigrants stayed in New Albany until they could
assure themselves of the area where they wanted to settle.

Great great grandfather Fredrick Graue and family stayed
in New Albany in 1833 while he and his two oldest boys came to
this area of eastern DuPage County to look over the land where
he intended to settle. At the same time Hezekiah Dunkel and
Mason Smith also arrived to look over the area for a future
home. (The name Dunkel was misspelled in several ways by the
DuPage County historians--Dunklee, Dunkley, Dunkly, and Dunkle.)
In 1853 Mr. Dunkel signed his name Dunkel in the record book
of Addison Township.

In the early spring of 1834, Frederick Graue and family
left Albany, New York for their future home in eastern DuPage

C 1'\t(1 X 7

ounty, arriving May 17, 1834. He settled on that section of
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land that is now known as Villa Avenue and North Avenue. Mr.
Graue died in 1837 in a house raising accident, but his family
continued living there for several generations.

Mason Smith and Hez&kiah Dunkel arrived August 17, 1834
and settled on what is now known as Irving Park Road, on the
east side of Salt Creek. The entire area was known as Dunkel's
Grove.

The first thing the new settlers did after arriving was to
erect a shelter against the rain, wind storms, etc. These shel-
ters were made by hanging sail cloth on limbs supported by trees.

They then proceeded to register a claim for the land
plowing a furrow around it or marking the border with field
stones and then entering their claim at the Government Land
Office in Chicago, Illinois. After having their claim registered
they started to till the land for farm and garden purposes. This
was a laborious process as the grass grew to six feet in cer-
tain sections with tough roots which were hard to break up. The
implement used was a Webster patented plow which was built on an
oak frame with two iron sheets and no coulter (a rotating cutting
wheel). The Webster plow did not turn over the ground, but just
made a furrow and it did not scour. In 1837 John Deere improved
plowing by designing a self-scouring, mold board plow with a
coulter. After plowing the land, which often took four oxen to
cut through the tough grass roots, the land was harrowed with

a homemade harrow, made from oak beams about 4" x 7" x 7'

through which



Three or four beams attached to each other made up the harrow.
The spikes were off-set, so as not to follow the same pattern
as the one ahead of them.

Sowing grain was done by hand and then harrowed. The

rine
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grain was harvested by hand using a cradle scythe. The cut grain
was tied into bundles or sheaves and set up in shocks to dry.

The threshing floor was a level piece of ground that was cleaned
of growing vegetation, then swept clean. Oxen were used to
trample out the grain, then the grain was winnowed by throwing

it up and the wind would blow away the chaff.

They settled along a stream as this gave them a source of
water for themselves and their stock. Late comers went farther

ﬁp ‘ inland and had to haul needed water. If fortune favored them,
they found a spring, of which there were plenty around.

Others had to dig a well, and this was a hazardous under-—
taking, as methane gas (the odorless, silent killer) would often
fill the excavation and rapidly overcome the diggers. Some died
before they could be rescued

Methane gas was a danger many years later, as is evidenced
by an accident that happened to two brothers living along
Roosevelt Road. One of the brothers went into an excavated
fruit cellar and did not return. When the other brother went
looking for him and also didn't return, the Lombard Fire Depart-
ment was summoned. Both of them were overcome by the gas and

died. This was in the late 1940's.
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The grass was high--in fact reliable sources claim that
prairie grasses were growing five to six feet high in low
places. This lush grass growth encouraged the settlers to
believe that soil that could grow such prodigious prairie
grass could also grow other good crops. In this they were
not mistaken. However, the root system of the grass was tough
and it was hard to plow. Self scouring steel plows were first‘
invented in 1837 by John Deere. The plow the settliers first
used was a modified Daniel Webster, which would not scour.

The long prairie grass also came in handy and useful as thatch
for a house roof.

In fall when the vegetation dried up, the long grass was
a threat when prairie fires ignited by lightning or by fool-
hardy men were possible. Fanned by a wind, it sped forward
and consumed all in its path. The settlers soon learned to
cut the grass around their homes to prevent these fires from
coming too close. Some had lost all their possessions. There
was no fire insurance to be had in this area at that time.

What did the settlers bring with them? This is a question
that is often asked. First, and above all, was a spirit of
making a success in the new land of their adoption. Also of
prime importance were the following: +to give their children
an opportunity to build a better life:; to break away from a
state-controlled religion; and to sever all ties with an

autocratic regime.



Many left comfortable homes in the old country. Homes
that were substantially built. Here they had to start from
scratch, with little or nothing they were acquainted with.
What they brought with them on board ship, and what they were
able to buy out in the East had to do for them until more and
better things became available. Bedding, clothes, kitchen
utensils and some staple food, left over from their journey,
came in handy to minimize the stark menu of their daily bread.
Here things were entirely different from the old country.

First, they had to arrange for some type of shelter from
the elements. This usually was done by making a lean-to of can-
vas or sail cloth, supported on poles standing out from nearby

trees. Next, a support had to be built for the iron kettle,

so that a fire could be built under it to heat water, prepare
meals, and furnish heat and light and scare off the night
marauders and mosquitos, the latter being most plentiful.

Next was the soil preparation for planting grain for the
coming winter. Weather conditions were about the same here,
except they had more daylight in the summers in Europe. Rain-
fall was about the same. The winters were colder here than in
the homeland.

After the crops were planted they had to start building
a shelter for the winter. Sawed wood was not available. They
had to fell trees and cut the trunks into the proper lengths,

notch them, and also cut smaller straight limbs for the roof

z - supports and fireplace framing This was usually a neighbor-
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hood affair, as the logs were heavy and they had to be laid up

by hand and fastened. The more experienced builders used an

incline made of small trees. This rolling of logs into place
was a dangerous practice. Sometimes a man would lose his
purchase or hold, and his end would come crashing down. Some

of the settlers lost their lives in the building operation.

The fireplace framing had to be plastered with clay which
also had to be dug and mixed with water to the proper consis-
tency, Then it was applied to the fireplace frame in succes-
sive layers, so that it was fireproof. The bottom and sides
of the fireplace were usually made of stone masonry. Grass had
to be cut and fashioned into semi-flat bundles and fastened to
the roof framing until it covered the roof. This was a good
waterproof roofing material and usually lasted four or five
yearsvuntil it had to be replaced.

The earth was tamped down to serve as the floor in the home.
The space between the logs in the walls had to be chinked to
keep the weather and insects out. This was done with wet clay.
Usually two doors were set in, so one door could be opened on
the side where there was no wind. The first log houses had
no windows, so the cpen door provided light from the outside.

On cold, wintry days the fire provided the light. Some cabins
were provided with ports to serve as windows. Oiled linen was
fastened over these ports.

The design of two doors on opposite sides of the cabin

also provided a somewhat novel solution in replenishing the

177
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fireplace fuel more readily. 'A large log would be dragged to
one door and a chain passed through the cabin and out the other
door, and the chain hitched and then the log would be dragged
into the center of the cabin. Slender wooden poles would then
be used to roll the log onto the fire. It is reported that a
log would provide several days of fuel, and also light. What
happened to the kettles hung from chains above the fire when

a new log was fed to the fire is not recorded. It surely took
quite some time to get the log burning briskly enough to fur-
nish heat for cooking, etc. Maybe some small dry limbs were
laid alongside of the main log to facilitate early and better
burning. We must wonder at the patience necessary to wait for
the fire to get hot enough so that it could boil water or soup,
and also to help prepare a hot meal.

The floors of some of these log cabins were of half-logs,
whose edges were smoothed, and known as puncheons. I wonder
how many wood slivers were picked up by barefeet which trod such
floors. Also vermin had a good chance to hide under and between
the crevices. It did provide a drier floor than tamped dirt.
Some placed the hides or pelts of trapped animals on the floor
in the cold days of winter.

Nearly all cabins were provided with a loft, reached by a
crude ladder, where the boys slept, and also used for storage.
The average cabin was about 14' x 16', with some 20' x 32'.

Not much room at best, but it had to do. For door hinges,

most used heavy leather straps which had to be oiled with tallow



or lard so that they would not crack. Some settlers used
wooden hinges, but fashioning these called for tools and
skills beyond the reach of most.

When glass windows became available, my great grandfather
cut suitable openings into the log walls and insta;led them in
homes including his own, as he was a cabinet and pattern maker
and had the proper tools. His son wrote that his father would
leave at daybreak and come home after dark. I wonder what the
pay was. It was hard work to cut a hole in 6" x 10" logs with
the tools available at that time.

I want to recall an experience that a friend, near Lake
Ozark, Missouri, had in enlarging a one and one-half story, log

house that was on a farm which he bought. He hired a carpenter/

contractor, who said it would pose no problems to cut the logs
with an electric power saw. They tried it and gave it up (after
three saw blades were ruined) and chiseled a hole through the
logs, so they could bring the blade of a narrow, two-man saw
into play. The carpenter and his helper pulled the saw back
and forth and my friend sat with an o0il can and continually
squirted oil on the saw. It took nearly a day to saw through
two partitions.'

There not being much room in thé average home, it became
necessary for the settlers to adapt themselves to the condi-
tions which confronted them. When the weather permitted, the

wagon boards were used as a table under the great outdoors.
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On the inside, the large chests they brought from across the
ocean supported boards which served them as tables. Some had
chests large enough to serve as tables.

What did the settlers eat? Where would they get the neces-
sary wherewithal to prepare a meal? Deer were plentiful and
prairie chickens were found in great abundance. (It is reported
that Louis Stuenkel, as a young boy, shot a prairie chicken
off the top of their chimney and it fell straight down into a
boiling soup kettle. What was done with the wild fowl, or
whether the soup was served, was not told.) There were also
other wild game birds--turkeys and passenger pigeons. Fish were
caught in the crystal-clear creek, later called Salt Creek.
After a year or so they had livestock to help out in the food
sitauation. Wild berries and wild grapes and strawberries were
picked in season. The berries were dried, and the grapes pre-
served in crocks after being cooked with honey or sorghum
molasses as the sweetener and preservative.

The first crops gave prodigious returns. My great grand-
father said he had never seen such great numbers of potatoes
under one hill, and the size was far above what they had seen
in the homeland.

Grain also gave exceptional returns, but had to be shared
with the birds whicﬁ were plentiful. After the first grain
crop was harvested, they could make their own flour. There
was not a grist mill around. Some used a home mortar and a
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rounded stick as a pestle to break up the grain. Even flat



£ stones were used in a back-and-forth grinding motion, borrowed
from the Indians. Others took some grain to Chicago and traded
it for flour. Bread was first baked in the large multi-purpose,
cast iron kettles that were hung on cranes at each corner of the
fireplace. In summer these kettles hung from a tripod out of
doors and a fire was built under them. The cast cauldrons were
practically indestructible.

One of these cauldrons served a budding, Addison doctor by
enabling him to boil off the flesh from a cadaver, assigned to
him in medical achool for dissection and study. He would bring
home, -in his hand case, different anatomical pieces and place
them in the outside cauldron. His mother would start a fire under

it the following day and hewould retrieve the parts or bones in

the evening and thus assemble his anatomical specimen. He died
after a long and active career as a doctor.

It may be interesting to relate an incident regarding the
assembling of the doctor's anatomical specimen. When he fin-
ished the dissection of a limb or other part of the cadaver, he
carried it home. There were several girls on the same train.
We all traveled from Addison to Chicago, going either to school
or work. The student doctor warned the inquisitive girls
never to open his case--they might be sorry if they did:

This warning did not deter them or curb their desires to know

what was in the case. The student doctor went into the next

coach to smoke a cigaret. The girls Jjust could not contain
7 their curiosity, and found this opportunity to open the secret
=



case. When the case was opened, they let out screams that
could be heard in the next coach, on a moving train. They

were looking at the face-up head of the student doctor's
cadaver, which had life-less open eyes. I do think this satis-
fied them for a long time to heed warnings about opening re-
stricted cases of medical students.

Building a fire was also an uncertain chore, as settlers
were dependent on dry leaves and wood chips to start a fire.
Corncobs, paper and kerosene were unavailable. Coal oil was
first found in Pennsylvania between 1857 and 1858. Fires were
borrowed when necessary from a neighbor, if practical. It was
quite a trick to carry it home. Matches.were not known at first.
When these came on the scene, they were called "Lucifers." They
were dangerous, as they sputtered when struck. If all else
failed, they had to resort to the Indian's way of building a
fire, by creating friction between a rapidly rotating piece of
wood which was rotated against a flint stone by a sinew attached
on each end of a small bow, and having one wrap around the wood
to be rotated, and the bow drawn back and forth. There were
different versions of this, depending upon the ingenuity of the
user or what Indian had been the teacher.

Clothes were brought along from the homeland and these were
made to do for a long time. Most all clothes were of wool, with
rare excepfions. Some settlers' wives were well experienced in

preparing the raw wool after a sheep was shorn. They washed the

wocl tc remove the dirt and the fatty p



it and then colored it by boiling it in water to which green,
black walmut shells were added. Others followed the Indian
custom of using suitable local berries for coloring the yarn
red. The durability of the berry colors is questionable.

The black walnut husks probably were the more permanent color-
ing agents. This color was not colorfast. After coloring, the
yarn was woven into cloth on a loom.

When a bag was to be had which was made from cotton, it was
mandatory to use it as a basic article of clothing. There were
people then, as now, who were allergic to wool next to the skin.

The spinning wheel and the carding comb were found in
nearly all homes. Flax was also grown, and had to be prepared
after drying, so that the fibers could be used for making linen.
A flax breaker was used to break the stems so that the pith could
be removed. Flax had to have the seed removed by means of thresh-
ing, like grain, before the stems were broken up by the flax-
breaker. Then the flax was immersed in water and the pith re-
‘moved. The fibers were then carded and spun. After this the
flax threads were woven on the loom so that articles of clothing
could be sewn from this linen. Linen had an off-white, natural
color and, if another color was desired, it went through the
same coloring process as wool, except black walnut shells and
the color they imparted were not used.

Footwear was made of leather, and all wore boots in winter.

In late spring and summer the children, and if convenient, the

parents went barefoot. This leather, untreated footwear h
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to be kept supple by the generous application of tallow. There
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was no rubber footwear or patent leather shoes. There were no
paved roads or even wooden sidewalks.

The settlers made their own soaps by bleaching the wood
ashes saved from their fireplaces and adding animal fats and
boiling the mixture in a cauldron. It was then cooled and cut
into manageable chunks. It must have been hard on the hands
and facial skin too. No gentle beauty soaps were available.
There was no talcum powder, although cornstarch was later used

as an agent to relieve underarm chafing. It was also used for

infants.
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House Heating

Cast iron stoves for kitchen use were available in the
1850's and early 1860's, but very few bought them as they
required sawn and split wood. No big chunks could be used as
in a fireplace. Before there were central heating plants for
home use, the house was warmed by the kitchen stove and sometime
later by a selffeeder or a pot belly stove, located in the
living room or other rooms, using hard coal. These were fired
up when the weather dropped to zero or below, or when company
was expected. Hard Coal was used in these self heaters and coal
was fed in from the top into a cylindrical coal storage in the
top of the heater, which kept the coal centrally above the fire
underneath. There being no draft accessible to fire the coal,
it would move down by its own weight as the coal underneath was
consumed by the fire. There were isinglass or mica windows in
these heaters, so a fire could be watched. It was a fascinat-
ing, multi-colored picture the flickering flames presented.

The heaters allowed a person to have some privacy while
taking a bath, usually on Saturday evenings, which otherwise
would be done by the kitchen stove after all had retired. Warm
water for the bathing came from the water reservoir attached
to the back of the kitchen stove. The kitchen stove fire died

during the night, and if there was no other heater it became
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quite cold in the house during zero weather, particularly the
kitchen, as nobody was sleeping there. A person in a room
gives off heat and the bedrooms were not quite as cold in the
morning as the kitchen where, often in the winter, ice formed
on the pail of drinking water.

When the family got up on winter mornings, usually around
5:00 A.M., there was no tarrying. All got dressed to go to the
barn except the mother, who stoked the fire built by the father
before he went to the barn to milk the cows and do other neces-
sary chores. The cow barn was the warmest place on the farm on
a wintry morning and every one who had work to do outside the

house recuperated from the cold by warming himself near the cows.
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Before hard coal was available they had wood burning heaters.
These required a lot of wood. The average farmer in this area
had wooded acreage or a wood lot where he harvested his firewood.
It was a hard chore to fell trees, saw the trunks into wagon-
hauling lengths and split them so they could be handled.

In wood making time, usually two men would go to the wood
lot and select and cut down the trees and prepare them for
hauling. Usually dead trees were used first, then trees that
stunted the growing younger trees by their proximity and large
extending limbs which impeded the: development and growth of
the younger trees.

After felling, sawing to length and splitting, the wood
was hauled home on wagons or sleighs, when there was snow, and
stacked where the sawing was to be done. First sawing was done
with a buck saw. Later the power driven saw, a circular saw
from 26" to 30" diameter, was driven by horsepower and later
a steam engine or gasoline engine.

It required about seven or eight men to effectively keep
a powered saw going at capacity. About seven or eight good
wagon loads of logs were sawed in about five hours or less.

The sawed blocks were split on "off days" and the kindling
usually stacked in neat rows to be dried, and then hauled
armful by armful into the house and deposited in the woodbox

behind the stove. Some farmers had woodsheds which were filled

and this wood was used during rainy weather
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Land Claims

The first settlers claimed their land by plowing a furrow
around the acres they wanted to settle on. They had to erect
some kind of habitation and live in it for some time. There
are conflicting stories on the time required. Some claimed a
month, three days, etc. After a piece of land was staked out
it was entered as a claim in the government land office in
Chicago. Later it was surveyed by government surveyors and
the acreage of each settler determined what they had to pay--
$1.25 per acre. Land grants or patents were not issued before
1842.

It was not always smooth sailing for the settlers in the
matter of acquiring their homestead. Sometimes a settler found
he had a counter claimant on his land who had erected a shack
behind 3 hill or beyond a clump of trees. These claim jumpers
would demand indemnity to move, claiming they had equal rights
to the land. Some became abusive and threatened bodily harm
to the settler and his family. What could he do? There were
no police or constables around to help him: neither were there
courts where he could lodge a complaint. Many a settler had
to pay several times to get rid of interlopers who only moved
when they were paid the sum of money they demanded. The
settler soon realized that this was a game and banded together

as a group of vigilantes to combat this nefarious practice.



It happened that a settler found one of these inter-
lopers on his land and asked him to move. The counter claim-
ant retorted that he had fulfilled the law by living on the land
and sleeping in his- hut for the required number of days. The
settler got his neighbors together and they went to the hut of
the interloper and again told him to absent himself, pronto.

He refused and offered them a place where they could go. The
settlers repeated their demands and, when the miscreant refused,
they placed long rods under his hut ané lifted it to carry it
off the rightful settlers land. The miscreant was shaken when
his hut started rising and his stove and utensils began to fly
around. He begged for mercy and when the settlers lowered his
shack back to the ground he opened the door and promised to
absent himself immediately. This same miscreant had some
trouble on his own land some time later and he asked the same
settlers that had moved him to help him. The settlers forgot
their former trouble with this man and helped him remove an
obstreperous counter claimant from his land. It must be remem-
bered that the long arm of the law was far away and only by
mutually helping each other could peace be maintained. At
times there were serious confrontations and then it became
necessary for the settlers to strike a unified stand. The
claim jumpers then realized their danger and insolently with-
drew. They were outnumbered and could not hope to win a

fistic encounter or a gun battle. Both sides displayed their

readiness to use firearms, but cooler heads prevailed.
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The government took a long time to make a survey of the
area to enable the settlers to obtain legal title to their land.
It is not mentioned in any historical writings concerning persons
who settled in the area, whether they were limited in the acre-
age they could claim as a homestead. I believe that 160 acres
was the maximum. If the claim was larger than that they would
have to have someone else enter the claim even though he may
have been a close relative or a son.

Land claim buying and selling was rather a brisk business
in the 1830's. Many of the first claims were entered by men
from the eastern states. They had no intention of working the
lands but to sell the claim to the highest bidder, and then
move to new fields where they could enter some more claims.

It must have been quite profitable for an enterprising and
astute realtor of the 1830's.

The first thing the settlers did after providing a shel-
ter for their families was to make plans for the future. If
they came in the fall, they knew they had to lay in a supply
of firewood for the winter and gather local substances for
their food larder to augment what little they had left from
their voyage. They bought such necessities as were available
in Chicago. Some brought what they deemed necessary from the
east. If it was possible to defer building a home (cabin)
the winter provided the right conditions to cut down trees and
prepare the logs for building operations in the spring. The

snow of the winter enabled them to slide the logs to the



building site with ease. Some cabins were not occupied and
these were used by others coming in late fall.

The earlier settlers in northern and central Illinois, south
of the Indian Boundary line, knew that the Chicago area settlers
would readily buy their stock, such as hogs and cattle, chicken,
and grain, if they could get it there. Cows, calves, hogs, oxen
and horses were brought to the market in Chicago--or what passed
as a meeting place where farm stock and non-perishable produce
" could be assembled for sale. Here the local settlers bought
their draft animals and stock for slaughter. Seed for the
spring planting, when available, was also bought.

There sure was not much food and produce available in 1834,
as Chicago had to take care of its own even though they had only
about one hundred and twenty families, which were scattered
around the various higher areas of ground around the Chicago
River--north, south and west. When deals were concluded in-
volving stock or draft animals, shelters had to be built and
forage had to be gathered to feed them and bed them. Building
a herd of milk cows was a neighborhood affair. The herd sire
was communal property. Hogs were given the run of the neigh-
boring woods where they fed on the acorns that were found in
profusion. They grew fat on these acorns. There were many
rattlers in and near the woods. These range hogs were credited
with decimating the rattle snake. They were immune to the snake,

as the venom would be injected into the fatty 1ayér of the hog.



If the cows were fresh or still lactating, the milk was
placed in a flat pan to settle. The cream was skimmed off and
the butterfat churned for butter. This must have been a delight
to the family to have fresh butter 2
eating lard on their bread. The butter was kept in crocks most
of which were brought from the homeland and kept cool in spring
water. This was always fraught with the danger of some animal
finding the crock with its precious hoard and despoiling it,
particularly the raccoon. The springs were often some distance
from the house.

Flour could also be bought in Chicago although it was high

in price. Bread was of necessity baked in the ever useful

cauldron or cast iron kettle. Some settlers later built Euro-
pean-style baking ovens. These were built into the cabins or
log houses, usually in one corner. The firebed was prepared

with live coals and the kettle placed therein, and the bread
dough placed in the kettle and covered. I believe this bread
must have been good-tasting. They did not have the finely
refined flour we have today. The daily fare was varied when
possible by the addition of venison. There were many deer
around and it fell to the older boys to provide this extra fare
which also included prairie chickens, wild water fowl, fish,
passenger pigeons, quail and rabbits.

There were wild crab apples to be had for the picking.
These were used for jelly and also a jam was made. This must

een rather tart. Pork and pork products prepared with

Jx



cabbage or sauerkraut was on the menu far too often. A
balanced meal was not known by even the doctors of the

day. What was wanted by the settlers was food that was
bs," as the saying

goes. Some of the settlers took sick of this predominately
pork and pork product meals and died at a rather early age.

I do not think that the housewife of the 1830's in this
area baked beaver tails, as has been noted in some historical
articles. There were beavers here but not in great numbers.
Black strap molasses was used instead of refined sugar and
it provided some necessary vitamins that many of the present
generation of gourmet cooks are not aware of. Many homes used

honey, if it could be found, as a sweetener. Not too many

years later nearly every settler had his own hives of honeybees.
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Potawatomie Indians

The Indians who lived here in the early 1800's were the
Potawatomies who were a branch of the Algonquin tribes. They
were pushed out of Canada by other tribes and came south along
the western shores of Lake Michigan and displaced other tribes,
particularly the Miamis who moved east along the southern shore
of Lake Michigan and went into Michigan.

The Potawatomies practiced poligamy which was unusual
among Indians. The members of this tribe were rather tall and
were reputed to be sharp bargainers.

The Fort Dearborn Massacre was committed by the Potawa-
tomies with the help of the Foxes at the behest of the English
soldiers.

The Potawatomies of a later generation were friendly
towards the settlers. The young Indians and the settlers' boys
played games of skills--games the Indians taught their white
neighbors. Hotheads on either side were not allowed to con-
tinue to play. The settlers' boys were also taught many
useful things by the Indians, such:as identifying edible roots
and plants and poisonous varities, catching fish, fishing
through ice, snaring deer, finding honey in the dead trees of
the woods, herbs to use for the sick and making a fire with
flintstone. It is erroneous to maintain that the settlers
had deadly skirmishes with the Indians, as some people are

trying to prove by saying that their home has shooting ports
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built until after 1850 when the Indians had been long for-
gotten. There were some skirmishes with Indians prior to
1834, but not with the Potawatomies.

There were episodes where the actions of the white man
goaded the Indians in taking retaliatory measures. Around
1838 the Indians kidnapped a three year old girl while the
father was at work as a pattern maker in Chicago. One of
the settlers rode to Chicago to apprise the father of his
daughter's predicament and he had to come home and appease
the Indians for the wrong wrought them by some drunk or
boasting settler. Then his daughter was returned to him.
This happened three times and he grew tired of making the
trip from Chicago because one of the settlers tried to make
fools of the Indians. He then took his daughter to Chicago
with him and left her with some people by the name of Busch.
The mother had died earlier that year. Three weeks later, the
Busch family disappeared with his daughter. He never saw her
again. Fifty-five years later the daughter revisited Addison,
but it was hard for her to establish relations after such a
length of time. She was my great grandfather's daughter.

Evidence that the Indians had a longtime encampment here
was proven in June of 1920. The Hellman farm, just north of
town and formerly owned by William Rotermund, had never been
plowed. The land was near the creek on the east side.

Shortly after it was plowed a very heavy rain came which raised

the water in the creek above flood stage and it flowed over
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the newly plowed land. When the water receded there was an
abundance of arrow heads, spear points, tomahawk heads,
Indian money and other artifacts to be found. Also, many
stone shards or chips that were the result of their making
arrow heads,etc. were in abundance.

Some of these artifacts were of Mayan origin. There was
a Mayan seal, Mayan Indian dolls and two Mayan Indian head
effigies. A stone boring tool used for making Indian money
was also found, including various sizes of Indian stone
money, spear heads and arrow heads of obsidian, which is a

volcanic glass and looks like smoked glass found in Colorado.

The Indian artifacts were identified by the Wayne State Univer-

sity archaeologists.

Bernhard Koehler with his wife and two stepchildren
settled in 1834 along Grand Avenue where the River Forest
Country Club is now located. Mrs. Koehler had good rapport
with the Indians. She often served them a meal and gave them
bread. If she wanted to go to Chicago there was an Indian at
her beck and call. They traveled horseback, she in back and
the Indian in front.

The Indians did not relinquish title to the land lying
north of the Indian boundary line which bisected Downers Grove
Township and ran diagonally through Lisle Township, the south-
east section of York Township. There used to be the Indian
Boundary Road running northeast from River Road, north of

River Grove. All lands west and north was Indian territory
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until the federal government concluded a treaty with the
Indians in 1833. The Indians stayed around for gquite a few
years as they enqued good rapport with the settlers.

Historical accounts do not tell us how the treaty was
concluded in this instance. At other times a grand powwow
was held, where barrels of whiskey were made available for
drinking by the Indians and others. Steel hatchets, blan-
kets and cheap baubles were tendered the Indians and traded
for thousands of acres of later valuable land. A treaty sign-
ing was an occasion for gaiety on both sides. The Indians
always received the short end of the bargain. Most generally
their minds were befuddled by whiskey and they did not com-
prehend what was happening to them.. I cannot but feel sorry
for the many times these children of the woods and prairies
were robbed of their rightful inheritance. Besides the
secondary gifts of guns, axes, etc., money was paid the
Indians. The 1833 treaty concluded at that time wés for relin-
quishing title to all lands in Northern Illinois. The price
paid the Indians at that time was around $375,000, of which the
Potawatomies received the major portion. It is recorded that
they were sharp bargainers.

Little by little the Indians moved away, some on their
own accord and others less amenable to changing conditions
were forcibly removed by authorities to the Iowa Reservation.

The Indians hereabouts left a void with their removal.

Th
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things in nature were taught them by these "sons cf the
prairie." There was never any serious trouble with the
local Indians and any stories of shooting forays by either

the Indians or the settlers is so much poppycock.




o
4

Let us briefly review the condition of life as it existed
in the first hundred years after the Declaration of Independence.
What many of us today deem the necessities of life and without
which we feel we could not do without were not known or even
thought of.

There were no automobiles, airplanes, powér driven ships,
no telegraph and telephones, no electricity to light your lamps
or drive the myriad little labor-saving devices. There was no
mechanical refrigeration or piston pumps to draw water from a
well. Bucket pumps were in use where they could be afforded.
There were no sewing machines or mechanical washing machines.
Washing was the rub-a-dub with two capable strong hands mani-
pulating the clothes. Soap was homemade and it was also used
for washing the person. Must have been hard on the tender skin?

Even though ladies of Egyptian royalty used rice powder
+0 enhance the beauty of the ladies, together with lip coloring,
such things were not available here. Anti-perspirants were not
known. It is no wonder that an Indian knew when a white man
was in the vicinity. He could smell him.

In the food preparation field we find some lamentable
practices. Pork and pork products were the staple foods that
were set before the diners and the old adage, "food that sticks
to the ribs," was the guiding light. Some people had digestive
troubles but they believed that they swallowed the eggs of a

salamander and this animal in the stomach caused the trouble.



Some people died from dropsy caused by this diet.

Tomatoes were considered poisonous. Roasted chicory roots
and roasted barley were used to make a brew. Tea was also used
when available. There were no carbonated soft drinks. Bread

was not the refined white bread of today. Apples and pears were
cut into strips and dried in the fall and they constituted the
main fruit and vegetable dish in the winter. White sugar was
not known. Honey and blackstrap molasses was used as the
sweetener.

Meats were preserved by salting and smoking. Some ice was
harvested in the middle of the 19th century but fresh meats
stored in an ice cooled refrigerator soon is covered with a slimy
coat which does not enhance its food value. Even in the early
part of the century calf liver could be had for five cents for N
a whole liver. When the nutritionists let the people know
about the true value of such liver it went up drastically in
price. Drinking of hard liquor was quite common. There were
many red noses around at that time.

Clothing was mainly wool with some linen and some silk
used by the society's affluent social climbers. The common
people clothes were of somber hues and the cloth from which it
was cut was made at home in most instances. This required
various steps in the preparation before the wool was woven into
cloth. Most men inipublic office wore jabots and their sleeves

sported white lace. The white cotton clothes were made in



England as thé cotton mills were there. During the Revolution- -

ary War cotton was very scarce in America.

Pugrpural fever (childbed fever) due to unsanitary condi-
tions during delivery of the baby was the curse under which the
women labored. Black diptheria (streptococcus) robbed many a
child of a promising life. Infantile paralysis carried through
to the middle of this century. There are a few people in Addison
that had this disease and survived but had the after effects to
contend with their entire life.

The SWINE flue of 1918 was a terrible scourge that took
many people in the prime of life. It had been estimated that
559,000 people died from this scourge. Operations were rarely
performed unless in an extreme emergency. No anesthetics were
available and the patient was held down by muscular attendants
while the doctor performed the operation. The recovery rate
was very low as infection usually set in several days after the
operation and carry off the patient.

Some people may have a revulsion to the manner of life as
it was lived 150 years ago. They also had their . . . good
times and were psychologically equipped to a harsher life and
met it head on. Maybe our progeny of two hundred years in the

future will wonder how we made it?



Water Fowl and Land Birds

When the first settlers came there were no sparrows or
starlings around. The sparrows were imported into this
country by well-meaning people against the advice of know-
ledgeable naturalists in 1850 and 1868. 1In those years they
also made their appearance in Illinois.

The starlings also were imported by some society women
who thought they would be fittings birds for Washington, D.C.
These two species have wrought havoc with our native birds,
such as the blue bird, the:cliff swallow and the wren.

The carp is also a European invader of our streams. It
was imported and has multiplied so that it is found in
practically all rivers and streams. It is a bottom feeder
that disturbs other fish in their breeding grounds.

The passenger pigeon was here in great numbers, such
great numbers that they broke the limbs of trees ¢6n which they
roosted at night.

Pheasants were introduced into this area in the second
decade of this century. They were very prolific and soon
outnumbered other ground-nesting, native birds like the
partridge, meadow lark, etc. It did not take long before
these birds were practically extinct in this area. The
pheasant destroyed the nests of these ground-nesting birds.

I always admired the meadow lark which would fly up out of the

meadow and hover while singing its lilting song. The
pheasants also attacked the water fowl who were nesting along

Salt Creek.
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AL One man living just south of Addison where the village
garage is now located was an interested student of local
water fowl and land birds. He found a wild duck nest with
fourteen eggs in it along the creek. He watched this nest
closely. Soon he found egg shells scattered about and phe-
sant eggs deposited in the duck nest. Each day another
pheasant egg was deposited and another duck egg removed.
When the eggs finally hatched and the mother duck called
her chicks to follow her into the water they did not respond.
I suppose she was wondering what kind of ducklings she
hatched that paid no heed to her coaxing to get their feet

wet in the water.

_ Pheasant cocks also invaded the farm yard and killed off

y

‘i~ the farmer's roosters. One farmer, along Grace Street south
of Fullerton, found a dead rooster on several successive
mornings. He was sure it was a mink that was the culprit.
One morning he got up early, just at daybreak and awaited the
culprit with his shot gun at the ready. In strode a cock
pheasant in all his regal splendor. The farmer admired the
bird, but was not prepared for what happened in the next
few minutes. The cock pheasant strode up to one of the
roosters who realized that the feathered intruder meant no
good for him. He turned and ran for the chicken house, but
the pheasant caught him, attacked and nearly killed him
before the farmer had a chance to shoot. When he finally

pulled the trigger he killed two birds w one shot. He




dressed both of them and the family had chicken stew one

day and pheasant the next. No more roosters were killed.

T
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Fish and Game

Game was abundant. Prairie chickens--now extinct--were
so numerous that they roosted on houses and even on the chim-
neys. On one occasion, a fellow shot a prairie chicken which
was sitting on the chimney and the bird fell down the chimney
and into the stewing soup kettle, which was suspended above
the fire in the hearth. Passenger pigeons were so numerous
that these would obscure the sun when flying from one section
of the country to another. These also have been extinct for
over sixty years. There were no butcher shops and the corner
grocery had to make its appearance first. There was no such
thing as a canned ham or anything canned. Wild berries, which
were plentiful in season, were dried to be used in the winter.
Apples, pears, and other fruit was not available until trees
were planted and were bearing.

There were fish in the streams and the Indians taught and
helped the older boys catch these finny delicacies. The streams
were crystal clear, not polluted as at present. There were no
carp in local watérs in the 1830's. Deer came to this area
again, in the 1920's, and about 8 to 10 were roaming the country-
side near Addison. Some of these jumped the barnyard fence when
the cows were out for airing during the noon hour and walked
around with the cows. This happened in the winter and some of
the farmers gave the deer feed as they had a hard time finding
any under the snow. What happened to these deer is a question

AAAAA A o R N T X P uvupN
that cannot be answe ppos

e ely. Supposedly, they were shot

by unscrupulous people and used as a food.



So-called wolves were native to the area. Whether these

were timber wolves or coyotes is debatable. Authorities disagree.
These predators were ever ready to create havoc among the settler's
stock and many calves and poultry fell victims to these marauders.
Bear were here too, but I have never read or heard about these
causing any trouble. Foxes were few. 1In fact, foxes were not
known to be here till the late 1930's. Even today, foxes can

be found near the marshlands southwest of town and also along

Salt Creek. These are the red foxes.

Rattlesnakes were in the area, despite the claims of some high
school biology teachers that this was unsupported. The writer had
occasion to capture a rattlesnake on Wood Dale Road in the mid-
twenties and brought it home for people to see. In the early

7

%@ twenties, my brother caught a prairie rattler in the field and
put it in a "white mouse" box, as they did not know it was a
rattler. This was on Villa Avenue,, about a mile and a half
south of Lake Street. This was positively identified by a Depart-
ment of Agriculture naturalist. Others have captured young rattlers
in glass jars and broughtthem home. Mr. Charles Fiene, the long-
time barber of our town, had a 36" rattle snake.in a glass-
stoppered bottle "pickled" in alcohol.

We also have the copperhead snake around and it has been
found in different areas, particularly near low lands. It also
is poisonous. Water snakes, which people called moccasin.
were to be found around sloughs. These grew to a length of

. six feet and more. This was indicated by a specimen caught on
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North Avenue near Ardmore Avenue around 1910. There were some



tall tales told about these snakes. Some farmers claimed that
they milked their cows so that in the evening when time came

to call home the cows from the pasture for milking, one of the

cows had been

sucked dry of its milk. I contend that this was
a result of a badly weaned heifer running among the cows. Pine
snakes had been caught in the woods in 1926 on the Elmhurst
Country Club grounds. These also have spotted markings but the
spots are white and the snake is slender. We also have other
snakes that are still with us as the garter and green snake,
etc.

Wila geese and wild ducks were plentiful during spring and
fall migrations. Some ducks stayed the summer through and
hatched their young along tﬁe marshy regions of Salt Creek and
other water-logged areas of which there were plenty. In later
years, after the introduction of the Chinese pheasant, the
ducks suffered under the depredation of these immigrants.

Buzzards, the great horned owl, the whooping crane, herons
of various sizes and colors were known around here in season
or were identified while flying over the area. Hawks of all
sizes and colors were found any day. The barn owl could be
heard nearly any evening giving out its primitive call. 1In
fact, these owls were not regarded with favor by people. If
one could be killed, it was considered good riddance.

At one time an owl made the mistake of alighting on a
tree near the present village hall. One of the boys of the

family, near where the owl was hooting, lcaded his father's



e

shotgun and told him to shoot it. This had a sad effect on
the owl. The next evening the lad told his father that there
was another owl sitting in the tree, close by, nearly in the
same place as the previous evening's victim. The double-
barrelled gun spoke forthrightly but the owl was not fazed in
the least. The father relcaded his trusted fowling piece and
gave the owl both barrels. Feathers flew, but the owl lifted
nary a wing from this onslaught. The father then took a
lantern and a ladder and investigated the owl that could sit
there very composed while being blasted by a double-barrel
shotgun. The next victim of the evening was the perpetrator
of this hecax. He had wired the previous evening's victim to

a limb. He had to eat "off the mantle" for several days, as

he described it.



Water

Water is a most necessary part of all animal life. Lack of
water will terminate life in a fraction of the time than lack of
food.

The settler placed great emphasis on the availability of
water. Streams were preempted by first comers for the easy access
to water. Those settlers that came later had to haul their water
or rely on springs, which were within easy reach of practically all.
However, to assure a constant supply of water, wells were dug.

It was an easy matter to dig a well as water was found at a
shallow depth. The water table was high. The first wells were

around ten to twelve feet deep. If there was stock kept in an

enclosure and the drainage from this enclosure was not directed
away from the well there was the great probability that the
water of the well would be polluted. This also held true if the
well and the outside "Chic Sales" were too close together. It
sounds rather improbable, but it is true, that many could not
understand basic, simple axioms of health. That water could be
a carrier of disease was not believed by most and this was true
of many of the second and third generation of the original
settlers.

Dug wells were usually lined with stone or even wood timber.
Unlined wells, of which I have heard, would collapse during a

rain or from the heaving action of frost. Later, wells were
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sunk to a greater depth and some were lined with masonry. These
were more sanitary, as the older wells were the habitats of the
black, yellow speckled salamanders, which were found all over
where there was plenty of moisture. These were blamed for all
manner of intestinal trouble and the eggs of these were supposed
to be ingested by drinking from a spring. Yes, some people could
feel these animals turning around in their stomachs. The doctors
of the day prescribed some noxious vile-tasting medicine to kill
these visceral invaders. I think much damage was done by the
ingested poison to abate the pain caused by the animal in the stomach.
What was not considered was that these slimy animals were air
breathing and the acids of the stomach (hydrochloric) were too
powerful for any animal life to exist therein. As a youngster, I
heard from different people that they had suffered from these

salamanders in their stomachs. This was when Dr. Marquardt from

Elmhurst and Dr. Brust from Addison were already in the practice

-~ of medicine. I amsure that Dr. Bates, practicing around Elmhurst

and Addison in the latter part of the 19th century and the first
part of this century, met with these of t-repeated stories, but
could not kill this superstition, so he prescribed placebos.

The wells had to have a cover to keep any debris from falling
in and polluting the water. Also, it was necessary to have a firm
cover over the well for the support of those that would draw the
water. The first method used to draw water, outside of a person

lowering the bucket on a rope and hauling it up again, was the

cantilever affair, where a

i + +
g limb was suspended by a stout,

Y



Ice Making

Where Cherokee Park in Addison is located there used to

be a large slough which had water in it the year around. This
was before it was filled and graded and sewers were laid
through it. Here the students from the Addison Seminary would

skate in the winter. They also skated on Salt Creek when
frozen, but this was more the speed skaters domain, not social
skating as on a large pond. From this slough, ice was har-
vested in the winter, After the ice was about ten to twelve
inches thick, ice-making operations began. A special scoring
plow was pulled by a horse over the ice. This created an inch
or more deep score line. A hole was made by ice bars to start
the operation. This bar had a sharp, flat cutting-edge on one
end and was about five and one-half feet long, made of iron.
An ice saw with about 2' long teeth an 2" centers, very coarse,
was used to cut the ice at right angles to the scoring line.
Then the ice bar was used to break the ice into chunks which
weighed about 75 to 100 pounds or more. These were skidded

on a plank onto a wagon or sled, if there was sufficient snow
for sleighing, and hauled to the individual ice houses, where
a rope and pulley arrangement using a horse would pull the

ice up. The block of ice was suspended from ice tongs. When
the block of ice was lifted to the proper heights, men on the
inside would grasp it with tongs and haul it into the ice

house where it was stacked--one ice chunk on top of another,



separated by several inches of sawdust to keep it from freezing
together and to insulate it from the summer heat. The walls of
the ice house were about 8'- 10' thick and the space between
the exterior and interior walls was filled with sawdust. Each
saloon had an ice house, as also the Orphans Home, seminary,
butcher shop and cheese factory--until mechanical refrigeration
machinery was installed.

Ice was rarely harvested from the creek, as the flowing
water kept the ice from building up to a sufficient thickness.
In a very severe winter ice could be and was harvested from the
creek. Each tqwn had its ice houses and it ponds where ice was
harvested. This ice was never broken into chunks and put in
glasses to cool liquids for drinking purposes. Hard liquor was
served warm or at ambient temperatures. Mixed drinks were not
popular until a much later period.

If people wanted to make ice cream they would buy the ice
from one place or another and break it up into small chunks and
mix it with salt. This reduced the temperature of the ice
considerably. The ice and salt mixture was packed around a
tinned metal receptacle or can which was fitted with a closely
fitting heavy metal cover through which a shaft with a paddle
was fastened on one end long enough to reach the bottom of the
can. The top end of the shaft was provided with a crank so
that the liquid cream, sweetened with vanilla or other flavor-
ing could be stirred by cranking so the mix would come in
contact with the outside of the cold walls of the container

and be frozen. When the crank could no longer be turned,




because of the ice cream mix being frozen, the can was opened
and the crank and paddle were withdrawn.

The first settler did not have ice cream nor did he know
what it was. This luxurious treat became popular about twenty
or more years after they had settled here. It was known in
the larger cities much earlier. They had mechanical refrig-
eration to keep it cold until a tub of ice cream could be
delivered, packed in crushed ice and rock salt which could
keep it cold for about twenty-four hours. This ice cream was
made from cream and tasted different than present artificial
ingredients now in use.

Years back, ice cream for picnics was delivered in large,
heavy wooden barrels with nearly'straight sides. Each barrel
held a ten or five gallon can of ice cream which was packed in
ice. Towards late afternoon the ice cream became softer and
was easier to scoop out and also tasted -better to most ice
Cream eaters.

Sherbet was eaten by the Romans in Nero's day. His slaves
had to bring packed snow from the mountains when his taste de-

manded something cold. The Chinese also had a kind of sherbet

thousands of years ago.



Dairying

It was not long‘after the settlers were settled on their
Or means to augment their small incomes
from grain and other produce sales.

The most feasible way to use the productivity of the land
was to acquire a herd of cows which could graze on the lush prairies.
the milk from the cows was separated from its cream content by being
placed in shallow pans and, after setting, the cream was skimmed
off and churned into butter which could be sold.

The idea of pure bred herds selected towards maximum beef or
milk production was not p:acticed or known to the settlers. If a
COow gave a reasonable amount of milk--well and good. Some of the
cows of the settlers had a hard time producing any milk at all,
particularly in the winter months. Sparse feeding with just hay
or stalks, no grain, drafty and open barns--all not in the inter-
est of good milk production. Nature and man was against the cow
to enable her to produce more milk.

When spring came with lush, fresh grass in the pasture more
milk was produced, but then came another unforseen element for
some. Every day that the cows were grazing along the creek or
sloughs, some had no milk for +he evening milking. Had they
been milked sy snakes? Some farmers became vehement, consid-
ering a snake could not hold, at the most, more than a half pint,
not a gallon or two or more if the cow was fresh. They never
watched their heifers that ran with the cows. There were the

culprits. They had never been weaned.



Pure bred herds came into the picture in this area in the
last years of the nineteenth century for a few farmers. More
adopted this type of cattle in the first two decades of the
twentieth century. The farmers of this area were dairy farmers.
Northeast around the DesPlaines area and north of Bensenville
were the truckfarms growing vegetables for the Chicago market.
This also was the livelihood of the farmers on the south side
of Chicago, as in New Holland, etc.

Dairy cattle, to produce the optimum in milk, drink a lot
of water. I know of a farmer who never had a stock watering
tank. His stock had to drink from the creek, and the farmer
had to chop a hole in the ice in winter to get at the water so
the stock could drink. They will not drink much if the water
is too cold. It was too much work for him to pump the water
by hand and carry it to his cows. Of course, most pumps were
located in the open and had to be thawed out with hot water.
Most farmers had a wooden trough where water was pumped into
and which was accessible to the stock. Very few farmers had
a water system which could deliver water to the inside of the
barn. When windmills became popular, the time-consuming chore
of pumping water for the stock was eased, except in summer when
it was stifling hot with no wind. Some farmers, more concerned
about their stock and their milk production had covered concrete
water tanks with wood or coal fired water heaters. During ex-

treme cold the tank heater's fire was kept burning during the

night.



Some farmers, graduating from the first barn, made the
cowbarn draftproof, thinking that thereby they could keep the
cows warmer. In this they erred, as the air for cows must also
be fresh or they~easily catch cold. Quite a few farmers had
cows with bovine T.B. This disease infected some cows before
T.B. testing was required, and many had to be destroyed. The
veterinary doctors claimed that most cases came from unventil-
ated barns. Tuberculosis testing was required after the first
half of the first decade in the 1900's. We had a neighbor who
bought T.B. reactors and cured them. One of the treatments was
to pour a pail of cold water on the heads of the cows several
times a day.

He was a veteran of the Franco-Prussian War. He actually

was able to cure cows of T.B. because the veterinarian tested
those cows after the farmer said they were cured. The vet just
shook his head and said it beat him to understand the cures.
The treatment was rather protracted, taking a year or longef.
What else he did to cure the cows, he would not divulge.

There were quite a number of farms that had not more than
ten or twelve cows. Each had a name and most were family pets.
Milk production was a secondary factor. Many farmers came to
the creamery with one or two cans of milk and these were not
filled either. Others having a pure bred herd, and who conducted
dairying as a business, hauled ten or more cans of milk to the
creamery or the train, depending on whether they sold to a city

- milkman or a dealer. City milkmen paid a premium for good milk.
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Some of the farmers who shipped their milk were dishonest
and sent along substantial amounts of water and received payment
for milk. This was soon discovered and they were warned that
if it continued they would be dropped. Even local creameries
in Bensenville, Elmhurst and Addison refused their milk. I was
told by the Cloverleaf Dairy that some farmers delivered milk
with a low bacteria count. Others had over 46 to 75 times the
bacteria count due to handling milk that was not immediately
cooled when taken from the cow.

A farmer held an auction to sell his stock and other posses-
ions on his farm. The auctioneer asked if there was anything
else to be sold, as he thought he was through. The farmer
thought for a while and told the auctioneer that he had a well
pump that was to be sold and that it was his best cow. Those
present knew that he had sold many a gallon of "milk" that he
had pumped from this well pump.

The stock that the first settlers had was what we called

‘scrub stock--beef or heavy milk. production was not thought of.

It was a rarity when a freshened cow gave twenty-four quarts
of milk a day. Compare this with prize cows of more than
15,000 pounds of milk a year--average for today's dairy cow.
It was in 1914 that the first cow testing association was
started in DuPage County. About twenty farmers belonged to
this association. An agricultural graduate of Illinois or
Towa Agricultural College did the testing. He would weigh the

feed that the cow consumed, and also weigh the-milk produced.
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A monthly test for butterfat was also conducted. In this manner,
the value of the cow was determined.

On Sunday, December 20, 1914 we boys were dressing forx
church when Dad called us to tell us not to-attend church, as
he was sure that our cows were infected with hoof and mouth
disease. One of the animals had festering between the cloved
hoof and red pimples in its mouth--a sure sign of the disease.

My father called the county veterinarian, who said to stay
home and not let anyone on the premises. He would come the next
day and inspect the cattle. We had a telephone, so arrangements
were made for getting fresh milk from our neighbor, groceries
from town and other things necessary while we were quarantined.
The veterinarian came the next day and confirmed the case as
being hoof and mouth disease. He issued oxders, and placed
several quarantine signs up at the highway. He also told us
we had to kill our cats and dogs, which was a great loss to us,
particularly the dogs.

The neighborx, Henry Koop, brought milk in several gallon
cans, which he emptied into the cans we hung out on a fence
about four hundred feet north of the house. We did not use the
milk from our cows. All calves and heifers that wanted to suck
were turned loose at milking time to lighten our milking load.
the pigs were fed with the milk and developed an immunity, as
did the calves and heifers that sucked.

It was a very cold winter and a trench had to be dug,

9' x 10' x 65', to accommodate the carcasses of the cattle that



had to be killed. The ground was frozen +o over three feet in
depth, and the top layer had to be removed with steel wedges
and then plowed, which required five sheaved pulleys with a
team of horses to move the plow. The plow beams, made of steel,
just straightened out. 1In this manner four plows were wrecked.
He had several extra people, who boarded with us, to help. The
0ld second house which had beds in it and also a table was put
to use to house the extra help. It took over five wéeks to get
the trench ready and every few days a federal inspector came
and compladined to my dad that there would have to be more pro-
gress. My dad told him, that since he was so smart, to dig the
trench himself. The help we had also told him they would not
work for him. Another federal inspector came and restored better
relations. |

Finally, in the first week in February, the trench was done
and state, federal and county veterinarians came for the great
slaughter. The cows were driven into the trench and large,
heavy. wooden gates were thrown over each end so the cattle
could not climb out. One of the veterinarians took a 25/20
repeating rifle and shot the cattle at each end, first. They
were shot from on top so the bullet entered +he animal's brain.
It took five shots to kill the bull as he did not stand still
and continually moved his head. After all were dead--56 head--
the veterinarians opened up the bodies of the animals with

butcher knives, as a load of lime was to be dumped over the

carcasses.

[



The hogs were shot in their pens and loaded on a sleigh
and dumped into the pit on top of the cattle. These hogs were
also cut open. After all were disposed of, the dirt was to be
brought back in to cover the animals, but it was too late in
the day and not enough time was left to cover the bodies. The
veterinarians decided to cover the pit with available corn
stalks for the night so dogs could not get at the slain animals.
It may seem that it took a long time to kill the animals but
the federal representatives had to evaluate each cow as there
were quite a few purebred or registered animals. The herd sire,
who was two and one half years old and registered, was eval-
uated at $125.00. This animal cost $110.00 when three days old.

Our best producing cows brought only $65.00 to $75.00.

The cow tester from the County Cow Testing Association
happened to be at our place and he helped in estabiishing a price
for each cow as he knew each cow's production. He was a grad-
uate of Iowa University of Agriculture. This fellow was with
us for a week as he could not get clearance from the area chief
veterinarian to travel. He had a horse and open buggy and had
to go to Downers Grove. He and his clothes were thoroughly
fumigated, the horse washed down with a germicidal and the
buggy also cleaned. It was bitterly cold so dad gave him a
large, 1lit, barn lantern as a source of heat on his travel to
Downers Grove. This was the end of the Cow Testing Association.

About a week after the stock was killed cleanup operations

began. Five extra men from town were hired to help. The rate




of pay was 50¢ per hour. Dad had to get these men each morning
in a sleigh which had to have its runners washed before each
trip. The horses or mules used to draw the sleigh had to have
their hooves washed in a creosote solution before they could
travel on the highway. Each evening the participating workers
had to be thoroughly fumigated with an evil smelling smoke from
permangenate of potassium, which were placed in a tin container
and set under a poncho with the man under fumigation squatting
over the fuming containers. He had +o hold his cap in his hand
while being made clean. Only the head was allowed to be outside
of the poncho. The eyes usually watered rather copiously during
the "exorcism" treatment. The chief inspector, who was in
charge of all operations, received an extra charge of fumigant,
as I was the fellow that fumigated the help. I was fifteen years
old and none of us children could attend school. I was the
errand boy.

The cleaning operations were rather extensive and just
about covered the entire farm yard. All manure was forked over
and sprayed. Horse manure and bedding of straw was loaded on a
manure spreader, but sprayed before geing loaded.

The oats and other grain was sprayed with a formaldehyde
solution as also the hay. The strawstack was stripped of about
éix inches of straw and then sprayed. The cow barn was
thoroughly sprayed, walls, ceilings and floors, after the
stanchions were removed and +the hard-packed creek sand that was

.3 used for the resting place of the cows forelegs was removed by



pickaxes. This was about two feet wide. The rest of the floor
was concrete. In the hog bérn, where the disease never made
its appearance, the hog troughs, the swinging trough gates, the
partitions, and the floors (all made of planking) were removed
and burned, as also the interior floor supporting beams.

All the chickens were pulled backwards through a creosote
solution with the hand of the dunker over the eyes of the fowl.
Heaters were set up in the chicken houses and four men were kept
busy changing the bedding for the chickens as the disinfecting
solution drained from their feathers. The odor from this oper-
ation carried for miles with the wind. Our clothes did not lose
the disinfectant odor for about-a year. When we came back to

school the kids used to hold their nostrils shut to indicate

that they did not like our odor. I am sure that every school
kid had smelled other far more pungent odors that were not as
clean.

It was rumored about that the federal veterinarians were
‘paid by the head for the cattle they destroyed. One of the
most damaging circumstances that was hard to refute was that
only the larger herds were affected. The next farm with a
sizable herd was the Otto Frahn farm from Wood Dale, living on
Irving Park Road and Addison Road. The next herd was south of
Wheaton and then it moved to north of Naperville and then near
Aurora. Hard to explain why the large herds only were

affected, but I do not believe that the federal men were in-

£ N volved.



It was hard to get back to normal operations on the farm
when the key routine was wrenched out from under you. We
could not even kill chickens for a meal until they had molted
and lost the creosote impregnated feathers.

Mother tried to skin a chicken and fry it but we could
still taste the disinfectant. Also, we could not have a cow
for milk for the family +ill late in May. The barn was still
full of feed for a large herd, but only one cow to eat the feed.
Surplus alfalfa hay was baled and sold. Also surplus coxrn was
sold. Hogs were not acquired till early fall. It is a fact
that chicken lice were not a problem that summer. We had to
change the chicken nesting habits, as the eggs also tasted like
they were disinfected when the chicken laid them in the old nests,
even though fresh straw was used in the nests.

I did not get a haircut from Thanksgiving to mid-March and
the present, long-haired boys had nothing on me with my unshorn
locks of about three and one half months. In reassessing the
cost of this episode, my dad figured it cost him better than
twenty thousand dollars to again build a high milk producing

herd and the lack of the monthly milk checks, and calf and hog

sales.



The first crops planted by the settlers gave prodigious
returns. Potatoes grew to a size never seen by the settlers
in the homeland. Small grains did exceedingly well, but not
much could be harvested as the birds considered the first grain
fields a banquet table sef for them and invited all bird-dom to
the feast at the pioneer's expense. The grains planted by the
first settlers included barley, wheat, oats and rye. Corn may
have been planted on a very limited scale as this grain was not
known to the immigrants except as a curiosity. Corn was grown
more extensively in the eastern states at this time.

The first grains were ground in home made pestles and some
had hand operated grinders, something like the old time coffee
grinders. Whatever a family used it was a slow, laborious
process to get enough grain ground for a meal. The pioneer
improvised when needed mechanisms were not available or not
even on the market. Later grist mills were built. The old
Heidemann mill on Mill Road, which bufned in 1958, operated for
many years. Another Dutch type of windmill is located on Mt.
Emblem Cemetery on Grand Avenue and County Line Road. This was
built in 1850, a few years after the Heidemann mill.

Spinning wheels were to be found in nearly all homes. Also
the thread, used in sewing, was made in the home. Weaving of
cloth was done by many on hand looms. The wool was dyed with
black walnut shells which had been boiled in the green stage.
Store bought clothes were not used till many vyears later.
Cotton material was a luxury. Utilizing bags and other cloth
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containers for basic material out of which clothing could be



made was nearly mandatory in each household. Buttons for
clothing were brought from the homeland and they were of many
hues and sizes. Yes, some served as change to throw into the
collection basket in church. Some buttons were made from leather.

Shoes were known but seidom seen in the pioneer home. Boots,
made from leather and rough at that, was the footgear of the day.
We must remember that there were no concrete roads or even stone
roads. There were but trails and the land was dotted with swamps
and muck holes so that traveling by foot, which was the mode of
the day, was not something for highly polished shoes. Boots were
kept pliable by the judicious use of lard or tallow.

Another item that was cherished by all the pioneers was
the cradle. Here the future citizens resided in their infant years
and here they were rocked by the foot of the doting mother, who
kept time with her needle sewing on some needed garment or
spinning, dreaming great dreams for her infant, growing up in
this virgin land with unlimited opportunities for service to
his country and fellow man.

All too often, these dreams were shattered by sickness and
disease with which the pioneer parents could not cope. Tuber-
culosis, black diptheria (streptococcus), malaria, diabetes,
dropsy, appendicitis, cholera, smallpox and other deadly diseases
made their appearance and claimed many victims. There were no
doctors in the area, or even in the town known as Chicago in the
early thirties of the last century, where the settlers could
7 find help. Anti-biotics, as we know them, were still more than

a hundred and twenty years in the future.



What, then, was done for the ailing and afflicted? Much
pain was relieved by the prudent use of herbs which even today
play a great part in the American and world medication field.
There was some superstition rampant concerning the use of herbs;-
the more nauseating the taste, the more effective was the remedy.
There were people who had enjoyed the privilege of being acquainted
with such as knew how to concoct various herbal drinks and what
the general dosage for various ailments should be. These pseudo
herbalists were in great demand when sickness entered a home.
Surely, the faith of the sufferer in the nostrums offered him: and
his natural recuperative powers far transcended any help gained
from the concoctions brewed by well meaning, but crude neighbors.
This does not imply that all herbs and their efficacy in over-

A coming some sickness is to be denied. On the contrary, I feel
impelled to say that the proper herbs, judiciously used in a
specific case, led to an early recovery in many cases of high
fever, etc. There were no hypochondriacs in those days. Psychi=

atry was not thought of either.



Grist Mills

Flour was a staple that was hard to come by the first few
years. Flour was easily infested by insects?such as beetles,
weevils, etc. Many families ground their own flour by whatever
means they had at their disposal. Some ground it between two
flat stones, Indian fashion. Others used a hand grinder. It
became evident to some of the more enterprising settlers that
a grist mill would be a successful enterprise.

My great, grandfather Graue built a water-powered grist mill
on Salt Creek approximately where North Avenue now bisects the
creek. He had to build a berm on the east side of the stream
to raise the water level, and this extended from the west turn-
ing bend of the creek, north of North Avenue to about % mile
south of North Avenue. However, he soon realized that he just
did not have enough water at this point to adequately power his
grist mill. He then moved it to Fullersburg where he built a
dam across the creek. This building operation was carried out
in 1849 and 1852.* He also built a sluice to funnel the water to
his undershot water wheel which furnished the power for this
operation.

In 1936 the Elmhurst paper carried an article saying that
the levee was built by the Indians to get more fish. The origin-
ator of the story was our rural mail carrier. An untrue but

fantastic story, particularly concerning the Indians.

*Completed in 1852.



The mill is still standing and is known as The Graue Mill.
Here farmers came from far and near to have their grain ground
and to exchange the news of the day. Later he also built a
cider press for extracting apple juice from apples and grape
juice from grapes. This, of course, came into being quite some
time after the initial grist mill, as apple trees and grape
vines had to be planted first and grow to maturity before a
sufficient harvest could be had to warrant taking them to a
commercial press.

This enterprising businessman went west after the comple-
tion of the Fullersburg mill which was run by his partner, a
Mr. Ashe, and his brother. He also established mills in Hasting,
Nebraska and LaSalle, Illinois and then went on to Oregon and
built a mill near Grants Pass and another near Corvalis. The
flumes from the -latter were still in place in 1965. He came
back to this area on the second transcontinental train. His first
trip to the west coast, not that it is directly related to our
provincial history, shows us the means used in traveling more
than a hundred years ago. He rode horseback to St. Louis where
he sold his horse and saddle and took a flat boat down the O1'
Mississippi to New Orleans. Here he boarded an American Clipper
ship for a trip around the "Horn" of South America and thence
up the coast to San Francisco and north, again, by a smaller
ship and horseback.

Another enterprise that was closely associated with the

Graue mill was a substantial boating facility on
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extensive lagoon formed by the dam. Mr. Graue had over sixty
boats for the public to use. They were oar propelled and the
boat occupants furnished the muscle. There were no outboard
motors to disturb the tranquility of nature.

Establishing facilities for the grinding of grain was good
business and greatly served the community. During the early
fifties of the last century the Heidemanns and one branch of the
William Stuenkel family built a Dutch-type windmill in Addison
to grind grain. It was a rather large affair with four wind
gathering arms being thirty-six feet long from the center hub to
the outside end. This was fitted with wooden lattice work on
which the canvas would be unfurled so the wind could get a pur-
chase to move the arms. The head of the mill to which the arms
or wings was fastened could be turned or swung into the wind
when it was desired to operate the mill. If the wind was too
brisk it was necessary to quarter the head to the wind and even
roll up the canvas, as the speed attained was too great for the
wooden gears and the driving train.

The driving mechanism was made out of oak and maple wood
and provided with auxillary attachments that could be meshed
into and out of gears as necessary. There were two grinding
pairs of stone--one for coarse grinding and one for fine or
flour grinding. These stones came from France as there was not
a suitable source in this country with a uniform grain and hard
stoné that could be readily worked by hand chiseling for re-

sharpening. These stones had grooves cut at 90° to their axis



and cross grooved at another angle and they were slightly tapered
to the outside. The upper stone was turned and the grain fed into
the center of the top stones. As they turned, breaking up the
grain, it was also moved to the outside and thence into a collect-
ing chute and into a bagger or into a holding bin, or it went
through a screening and the longer particles were elevated to be
sent through the milling process again.

In grinding flour several other operations were called into
play. The flour had to be sifted through a fine silk screen,
called bolting, and the coarser particles were again run through
the grinding stones. The bean had to be removed as well as other
undesireable particles which are wholesome but not wanted in the
flour. These are called middlings.

The erection of a Dutch-type of windmill represented many
hours of hard work and the builder had to have an expertise in
fashioning the wooden gears, pinions, shafts and other parapher-
nalia that was part and parcel of a workable and profitable mill.

This mill was known as the Heidemann Mill and was located
on the east side of Mill Road about 1/2 mile north of Lake Street
(Route 20). There is a replica of this mill which also served
the community around it for many years. It is located on Grand
Avenue and County Line Road and known as the Ehlir's Mill, but
built by the Fischer family. It is built along the same lines
as the Heidemann Mill, being slightly smaller, It is now the

showplace of Mt. Elmblem Cemetery.



Later gasoline driven mills were popular. When flour could
be bought at the grain store the need for grinding grain for
flour was greatly lessened. When the stationary gasoline engine
can into popular use many farmers ground their own grain for
stock feeding and corn flour cakes, also known as Johnny Cakes.

These mills filled a vitally necessary function in the
growing communities until the advent of the steam driven mills.
Another Dutch-type windmill was located on the west side of
Myers. Road, south of Roosevelt Road. A Colonel Fabyan bought
this mill immediately after World I and had it moved to his
large estate on the east side of the Fox River in Batavia on
Route 25. This mill, while located in York Center, was called
the Runge Mill.

The Heidemann mill, here in Addison, was destroyed by fires
in 1958 set by pyromaniacs. It was to be refurbished as a land-
mark by the developers of 0ld Mill Estates.

In 1933 before the Chicago Worlds Fair was opened some
enterprising people wanted to rent Mr. Henry Heidemann's mill
and move it and erect it on the fair site. They offered to pay
him $25,000 for using the mill. After the fair closed they would
return the mill, erect it on its former site and even improve the
housing. Mr. Heidemann was not interested. He said he did not
need the money that badly.

During World War I this country sent uncounted thousands of
tons of flour and sugar to England, who was experiencing an

acute shortage of food, as the fields o
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were not utilized too well for crop production due to the short-
age of man power. This had its repercussions here in that white
flour was not available except if it was used with middlings as a
stretcher to make it go farther. Many farmers, who had wheat,
resented this Hoover ruling and took their wheat to the mills so
they could get white flour. They had to promise to use the midd-
lings with the flour. I wonder how many used the mixed flour.
Most middlings were used as stock feed, however, middlings were

very nourishing but did not give the bread a good color.
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The Elmhurst Chicago Stone Quarry

The stone quarry was started in the early 1840's by

T.An11
i

1
(O -]

Graue, who discovered that limestor

e covered a large

area of his farm. This stone was used as foundations for
buildings. The stone was quarried by breaking the stone with
suitable iron pikes with a sharp or tapered end and also wedges.
The loosened stone then was broken into usable and manageable
pieces. Practically all of the old buildings around Elmhurst,
Addison, Villa Park, Bensenville, Lombard and intervening areas
had stone foundations that came from this quarry. Some of the
foundations came from the Torode Quarry located south of
Roosevelt Road and west of York.

When there was a demand for crushed stone a crusher was
installed, driven by a stationary steam engine. This crusher
could not handle big stones. These had to be reduced in size
by the iron maul or sledge hammer by man power.

Mr. Graue later took a partner by the name of Assman. In
1883, Adolph Hammerschmidt bought out Louis Graue and improved
the operation. Much of the stone (crushed) was used as ballast
on the C.N.W.R.R. Later, when roads were improved with gravel
this stone became competitive with gravel. It provided a
better foundation as the irregular, sharp-cornered stones
would not be easily dislodged like the smooth, rounded gravel.
Also, the base layer was a much larger stone than the top

layer, to provide a firmer roadbed.



It did not take long after Mr. Hammerschmidt took over
the operation for the quarry to become much deeper. The
deeper layers of stone were much more compact and hard. A new,
larger capacity crusher was installed so that it no longer re-
quired hard handwork to reduce large chunks that could be
dumped into the crusher. Also blasting powder and large air
drills were introduced so that the stone could be blasted out
from its natural position in large quantities and a steam shovel
would pick it up and load it on small steel trucks which would
run on rails and would be hauled up an incline to the crusher.
Here the cars were dumped automatically and then returned down
the incline to be brought back to the steam shovel to again be
loaded. A horse was used to pull the cars in the pit from the
steam shovel to where they were hauled up the incline to the
crusher. This horse also hauled the empty cars back. Hauling
up the incline was done by a power winch.

The steam shovel was self-propelled and moved on a stan-
dard guage railroad track. Due to the limited reach of the
shovel boom, it moved in to the blast-loosened stone at right
angles to the pile of stones. This made it necessary to move
the shovel back and relay the tracks so the shovel could get
at a fresh mound of stones. This operation was very time con-
suming. Also, some stones that cascaded to the pit floor after
a blast were too large, some being more than twenty feet square.
These were attacked by an air drill crew, who drilled holes

where an explosive charge, strategically placed
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the size of the boulder into manageable chunks.



When the Northwestern Railroad's Chicago terminal was built
and a new rail ballasting program adopted, the demand for stones
for the railroad was thirty-five cars a day for a six-day week.
By this time an electric line from the Aurora, Elgin and Chicago
Railroad was built to the quarry. Many operations were electri-
fied for which motor-driven devices had been made. Also, there
was a strong demand for stone besides what the railroad re-
quired. It was a busy place at that time. The quarry operated
throughout the year and stones, which were not loaded onto rail-
road cars for the railroad or hauled away by wagons, were piled-
up into huge piles from which stone was drawn to supply the
demand.

A crane with a long boom and a clamshell bucket was used
to load or unload stone as the demand required.

When Matt Bales became general foreman in the early 1920's
he made some important changes in the operation of the quarry.
Instead of a raii—mounted steam shovel attacking a fresh mound
of blasted rock, he induced the officials to use a caterpiller-
tracked, self-propelled steam or gasoline powered shovel with
a longer boom and of greater capacity. It was not necessary
to lay tracks and to relay them when the shovel had to be
moved. It worked the entire area of a newly blasted wall by
just moving forward. Also, the track that carried the dump
area was laid in a sort of semi-circle so they could easily be

moved to be accessible to the power shovel for loading.



In 1929 the entire operation was upgraded by new crushers
and other machinery and the building to house them. The most
advanced machinery was installed. Another topside long-boom
crane was placed in operation to facilitate operations. The.
engineer on the first crane, for many years, was August Asche.
When the second crane was placed in operation, Wally Wendt was
assigned to it as the engineer. His father had worked for the
quarry for many vears as a teamster.

As the city expanded and homes were built ever closer to
the quarry, the people living in them complained of the blast-
ing for shaking their homes and causing damage to them. At one
time a neighborhood organization demanded that quarrying oper-
ations be closed down. They could not convince the authorities
of this drastic move. It must be remembered that the stones
from this quarry built the foundations for the area buildings
and highways and streets. There is not another business that
was so interwoven with the welfare of the area for miles around
as the quarry. After all, the gquarry was there long before they
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built their houses.

The personnel of the quarry, particularly the top echelon,
gave of their time and substance in the interest of the commun-
ities. Mr. William Hammerschmidt was York Township supervisor
for many years. Max Hammerschmidt was the first mayor of
Elmhurst when it changed its village form of government to an
aldermanic form in 1910. Max also founded the Hammerschmidt
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and Franzen Lumber Company and the mill
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by the same name.



Here many home and office interiors were built. Special
windows were fabricated to fit a special purpose. All millwork
was of excellent workmanship and quality. Mr. Moller was the
glazer and he still worked when he was 83 years old. His
daughter, Lydia, was the bookkeeper for this firm for many years.
Cy Ronske was the estimator until he branched out on his own in
Carpentersville. Mr. Oneby was the capable foreman. Martin
Felbinger and his younger brother, Gust, worked here for many
years. |

Richard Hammerschmidt was the youngest brother. He was
the most amiable of men and was an able organizer who kept the
wheels turning. He was also a very practical executive who knew
how to handle problems as they came up.

The Hammerschmidt family also were in the brick business,
having a brickyard in Lombard where they made drain tiles and
brick. This brick had a fine red brick color. The drain tiles
were used on practically all farms in DuPage County and vicin-
ity, enabling many farmers to drain their sloughs and low
places so they could grow better crops.

I think the greatest progress in the quarry mechanization
was made under George Hammerschmidt's tenure as president and
overall manager of the operation. George was Max Hammerschmidt's
son.

The Hammerschmidt Lombard operation was under the guidance
of Williams's other sons, except for Martin (now deceased),

who was treasurer of the quarry for a long time and also very



active in helping guide the operations started by his grand-
father.

One of the men who held down an important position with
the quarry was Charles Schreiber, the weighmaster, who weighed
out many tons of stones that left the quarry to become the
foundations of a home or street or to be used in building up
the soilofthe farms whose soil had turned sour or for the rail-
road and, also, the stone used for ballast by . the railroad.

When cement blocks came into favor, the quarry entered the
field of manufacturing these. First was the plant located on
the east side of West Avenue, where some of today's buildings
stand. In about 1926 they built a new facility on the west
side of West Avenue. In 1926 they modernized this plant to
adopt to new methods of labor and time-saving technigues and
also to improve the product.

In the summer of 1911 the quarry experienced a tragic
accident. The narrator, being 12 years old, was sent to get
my newly-married cousin and her husband, who was the bookkeeper
at the Hammerschmidt & Franzen Lumber Yard, from their home on
Myrtle and First Streéts to my cousin's parents home in
Addison. I was fairly well acquainted with the quarry, having
often been there with my father.

It was the custom to blow the whistle, usually at noon,
before a rock-loosening blast was set off. This was done at
noon when most of the help was out of the pit and eating lunch.

The whistle also sounded a warning for all to clear the area.
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However, as I was coming south on West Avenue, not too far
from the quarry, I heard a tremendous blast. As I turned the
corner to the quarry, I saw frantic running of some men.
Several doctors arrived, asking for some bushel baskets and
paper and help to gather the scattered remains of several men
who had been blown to pieces. The doctors climbed about the stone
rubble with men carrying the baskets which were the temporary
depository of the remains the doctors retrieved from what was
scattered about of the human bodies like heads, legs, viscera,
etc. I am sure that each basket held parts of the remains of
each of the four men who were blown apart topside. Another man
who had been at the bottom of the wall was totally buried under
the collapsing stone and it took three days to recover his body
after frantic work by crews operating the steam shovel to re-
move the stone that had fallen on him and snuffed out his life.

The topside blasting foreman, who was blamed for the
accident which happened while loading the holes with the blast-
ing agent, lost his eyes. Another had some broken bones and
flesh injuries besides. However, it later became doubtful that
the foreman was at fault. Defective blasting caps were later
blamed for the sorry accident.

The quarry stone held all manner of archaelogical speci-
mens which had been deposited in the layers of stone. Some
of us, after obtaining permission, looked for and found

specimens deposited many years ago when the stone was more

fluid.



Guilds and Unions

Ever since mankind practiced other pursuits than working
on the land, there were those, among them, that became pro-
ficient in some of the arts and crafts--working with wood, metal
and stone, weaving, etc.

In Tutankahem's tomb, opened in the early 1920's, colored
glass was found that had been buried with him about 1300 B.C.
Glass making reached the stage of a fine art, as also working
in metals, many years before. Much later, Venice was famed for
its arts and crafts, particularly in glass making. The craft

workers banded together to prevent others from learning the art.
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Sons followed fathers, and outsiders were not tolerated to
breach this close—knitvfraternity. Later, other craftsmen had
similar practices to guard against too many craftsmen in their
field or to uphold a high degree of excellence in their work.
The glass craftsmen of Venice kept their secrets from others
for several hundred years until a dissident left and bkrought the
secrets to England in around the 12th or 13th centuries A.D.
Guilds flourished in Europe for many years, primarily to main-
tain a high competency and, incidentally, better working con-
ditions. An apprentice often had to serve ten and more years
before he was allowed to take an examination to become a
master craftsman. Among the carpenters, masons, iron workers
and others allied in these crafts, an apprentice, after serving

EN



the required years, would have to leave his city and work away
from home for a year or more, depending on the tradition of

his guild. When he came back and passed his examination he

was respected by his fellowmen as a craftsman and held in esteem
by his countrymen.

The guilds of Europe and other places also made for more
security in their crafts. They had to contend with shylocks,
even then, who would demand excessive work output for little or
no payment to those who toiled for them. The guild idea crossed
the Atlantic but did not find the acceptance here that it
enjoyed in Europe.

When the technology advanced to the stage whefe factories
were built to produce different articles for use by the public,
the factory owners, with few exceptions, worked their employees
like a tyrant controlled his slaves.

When mines were opened no thought was given to the mines'
safety. Boys, as young as six years, had to work as coal pickers--
ricking out the rocks from among the coal that came rast them in a
chute. The work day was often fourteen hours long. The miners in
the pit had to work under adverse, highly hazardous and unsafe
conditions that the average man of today cannot envision or be-
lieve. Even in the early 1920's miners in Illinois were no more
than serfs. Each miner had to produce a minimum tonnage of coal.
He had tc live in mine-owned homes or hovels. He had to buy
in mine-owned stores and had to pay a far higher price for his

groceries than were charged at an independent store. He never



got any money, as the shack rent and groceries were always

more than he earned. He only received script which indicated
what he had earned, but was not redeemable at any'other place
than in the stores his employer owned.

If a group of miners would form a union and go on strike
to better their conditions, the mine was closed and ancther mine
would be opened. These miners and other affiliated workers had
been out on strike for a long time and wére glad to get back to
work. The new strikers were left to suffer until "they learned
their lesson," as the mine owners said. Miners could not work
af any other mine even if another company owned it. The mine
owners had an association and none would hire those who went on
strike at any company.

Many miners lost their lives, primarily due to the utter
lack of safety devices and safe working conditions. The states
were implored to improve working conditions but the politicians
were deaf to the entreaties of the citizens who were deeply con-
cerned about the miners' safety.

Finally, after many labor wars and federal legislation for
mine safety inspection, some relief was given, due mainly to the
efforts of John L. Lewis. Child labor laws were adopted and
enforced and this gave the miners' children a chance to grow up
and even attend school. Not all mine owners paid much heed to
the new safety laws. Inspectofs were bribed and this continued
until the miners' unions, under the leadership of John L. Lewis,

- were able to police the miners and shut down those that failed

to participate in the gensral renovating of unsafe mines.
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In the manufacturing field things were not much better,
although the nature of the operation being topside did not
pose the danger a mine did. However, most of the factory owners
were not interested in any amenities for their employees. Here,
too, child labor was used to the utmost. Employers fought any
movement to enact legislation to ban the factory employment of
children. The ban came in stages, finally allowing only those
12 yvears and over to work. It was only in the last 45 years
that child labor laws were extended to sixteen years and made
nationwide. The leaders of the child labor laws inspection
were often attacked by goons in the employ of the factory
owners. Samuel Gompere must be credited with leadership to this
cause of labor before others, He was thoroughly hated by owners
of large establishments and vilified by the press. From these
bitter confrontations some of the most widely known and powerful
unions, as the Ladies Garment Workers from New York, evolved.
The 1930's saw organization of the C.I.0., who were primarily
interested in the factory workers. Much organizing and many
local labor wars were fought, such as the great Pullman strike,
sixty years ago in south Chicago. The Illinois Militia was called
in to restore order. I feel that the governor at that time was
misinformed of the issues at stake.

Most of the building trades were organized in the early
part of this century--some in the last decades of the 1800's.
It was not a popular movement ameng contractors, most of whom

wanted to retain their employees at their own set rate of pay



They were not concerned if the work performed by many of
their craft members was of poor quality. Most craftsmen at that
time were not sufficiently experienced to produce quality. work
petent journeymen. They did pay a master craftsman a little
extra where he was needed, bﬁt he was laid off as soon as he
had finished the work that required a maximum of craftsmanship
Or expertise in his particular field.

The building tradesmen in the northern half of our country
were able to organize far better than in the other areas of our
country. This also included most of California. The various
trades also established apprenticeship programs and held exam-
inations after the apprentice had completed the required number
of years of working in the trade with and under competent journey-
men. Many contractors utilized the low paid apprentices for work
other than what an apprentice was to do so he could Save money
on the job he contracted for.

There are some fields in th
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construction industry where a
competent man can perform as good a job with several days ex-
perience as the long experienced man. The sheet metal trades,
the plumbers, the painters, the plasterers, the steam fitters
and the electricians started to utilize trade schools for their
apprentices and, particularly the electricians, would not grad-
uate an apprentice unless he had completed a recognized course
of study or work in the field of his craft and attended some
school or special class of instruction dealing with the prob-

lems he would encounter within his tour of work.



Plumbing journeymen also have to pass a state examination. They
also have to be competent in installing sewer and drainage systems,
etc., and know how to figure capacities and water pressure problems.

Sheet metal workers, to be competent in their fields, have to
be able to lay out and cut the sheet metal for all manner of el-
bows and ducts. This requires a high degree of competence in
applied math that many do not know how to use or not even care
about.

Today, the art of stone masonry, layout and building, is
nearly a lost art. There are but very few that can build with
stone and have it look like a work of art. Even the brick masons
are getting scarce. There is no pride among most of them in
their work. Brick pilers are still available but their perfor-
mance is not conducive to pride of accomplishment. Bethany
Seminary on Butterfield and Meyers Roads had to import stone
masons for the type of work required to execute the plans for
the building of various college buildings that used native granite
stones in the outer walls.

Where do you find competent stair builders today? It is
not easy to lay out and build a special stairway. Very, very
few carpenters today would tackle this problem.

Several years ago a dentist had some carpenters put wood
wall panels in his suite of rooms. He showed me the work and
asked what I thought of it. I suggested that he tell the con-
tractor to have the carpenters remove the ill-fitting and hammer-

marked panels and send some new materials. These the dentist



put up himself. A good dentist had to have mechanical competence

and he did a good job in reinstalling the new panels. He also
worked as an apprentice bricklayer during the summer vacations
in his college years.

Where are the plasterers who can make walls and ceilings
that show unmistakable artistry in their work? Where are the
painters that can blend colors to create a subtle atmosphere?
Today, where special craft expertise is required to satisfy the
architect or the owner, the contractor éalls the union for the
man he needs. Without fail, they send out a retired or near
retirement age man who has the expertise to make a job a work of

art. Most of the younger ones are not interested in craftsman-

ship.

There are far too many younger craftsmen, whether in the
construction field or industry, who are not interested, nor do
they take pride in their work. They are, with few exceptions,
men who belong to a union and overtime, pay day, vacation time,
and quitting time are their main goals in their work. These
are the ones that the competent and concerned journeymen have to
carry along.

The nation's economy would not be where it is were it not
for the unions. The general increase in pay of employses affect
even the secretaries and tvpists, far removed from any union
activity. The present effort and lobbying of some big businesses
for the right to work laws either are ignorant of the basic laws of

economics or have a wrong set of values in view. They seem to try

to bring back the self-master relationship.



Where the earnings of a man or woman do not allow them to
buy the bare necessities of life, we have a receding economy, a
depression. The average wage earner cannot and will not buy
when he has no prospect of paying for his purchase. Consequently,
there have to be layoffs in the manufacturing field as the demand
for many items deemed necessary for a family's welfare is at a
minimum. There is no manufacturer (used in the broad term) who
will steck and manufacture things which he cannot sell. He has
no choice. The economy is near a standstill.

When the average wage earner finds that hisnpay check will
allow him to make some purchases over and above the absolute
necessities, the national economy is on the upswing and some men
are recalled to work to make those articles for which there is
a demand. This is but little better than a depression. It can
be called a recession period.

When there is full employment--not 100%, as this will never
be achieved--people will buy luxury articles--homes, new cars,
build a vacation home and save or invest some of their earnings
in a savings institution or baﬁk, etc., making it possible to
extend loans for purchases normally not possible. This, then,
is an affluent period and there is an increase in the nation's
business--G.N.P. of the country.

When wages and salaries are controlled by the avaricious
business leaders to make more money for themselves at the ex-
pense of their employees, they also will suffer from their own

short-sightedness. Cheaper labor never produced a good healthy
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economic condition. We can see that from those states that have
adopted the "Right to Work" laws. Who is kidding whom? Also,
from the experience of‘many observant employers, the average
tradesman work "know-how" of those states that passed the "Right
to Work" laws is inferior to the requirements of a journeyman's
ability in the predominant "union" states.

On the other hand, power breeds excesses. About six years
ago the laborer in the K. C. local construction industry demanded
$14.0S per hour. What laborer could possibly command such a
wage? It is true that there are laborers who are gualified to
fit in various niches in the construction field and do a credit-
able job. But the run of the mill laborer is not qualified by
any stretch of the imagination td be worth even 30% of the sum
demanded in K.C. Also, in many of the crafts there are the
loafers and the indifferent members who ride on the coat tails
of the conscientious and competent journeymam and benefit from
the latter's expertise and industriousness. Both earn the same.
Both belong to the same union. 1Is there a valid reason why one
man should carry the burden of the slothful, indifferent, unskilled
union member who relies on his union card as a means to badger
the employer and brother craft members to accept him as a true
representative fellow member of a union brotherhood.

This country cannot afford to be without any union or labor
and craft representation on those councils of state and nation
that are influential in helping shape the destiny of our future.

Unions must appoint only such men to these councils that are



knowledgeable of the issues involved and understand the basic con-
cepts of our economy. The leaders of our unions must convey to
their memberships that unions have a duty to their country:

It appears from the experience of my father that a sort of
union pay scale was observed in the apprentice program in the late
1880's and 'S0's.

Father quit school after two years at Arlington Heights
High--this being the maximum available at that time. He was then
apprenticed to a sheet metal shop. His father had to pay 5¢ an
hour for the first year for the privilege of being an understudy.
The second year nobody paid anything. The third year father
received 5¢ per hour, and 20¢ per hour for the fourth year. At
this time his father decided he was also to learn the hearing
and plumbing trade. Having spent four ys=ars at the tinning trade,
he was given credit for two years after learning to wipe a lead
joint. He also received 25¢ per hour and the next year it was
boosted to 30c¢.

The first settlers may never have heard of unions or had any
experience in that field. My great grandfather was‘a pattern maker
and worked in Chicago for four years at the craft. He received

10¢ an hour for twelve hour days and a six-day week.

\
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Building Tradesmen of Years Ago

There were those with special skills and training in
blacksmithing and horse shoeing: brick and stone masons (the
latter combined with plastering in the early period); and car-
penters and cabinetmakers (the latter being an extension of the
former, but having an expertise which plateau was not reached by
the majority of carpenters). There also were people who dug wells
and lined them with shards or pieces of stone or brick. If the
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