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Vision 
The vision of the Sidewalk, Trails, and Shared Use Path Master Plan is to provide safe and 
accessible transportation alternatives for persons of all abilities. 
 
The Sidewalk, Trails, and Shared Use Path Master Plan Map, Planning Guidance Statements, the 
Belton Comprehensive Plan, the Subdivision Ordinance, Section 503, and the Belton 
Engineering Design Manual comprise the standards relating to sidewalk, trails, and shared use 
path development in the City of Belton. 
 
Contents: 
1. Purpose of the plan (Why did we develop this plan?) 
2. Planning Guidance Statements (How did we develop this plan?) 
3. Specific thoroughfare plans 
4. Development Process (How do we use this plan?) 
5. Selected Definitions 
 
1 Plan Purpose – Why did we develop this plan? 
The purpose of the Belton Sidewalk, Trails, and Shared Use Paths Plan is to show where 
sidewalks, trails, and shared use paths are currently located and are recommended to be built. 
This text is intended to provide supplemental information for the Belton Sidewalk, Trails, and 
Shared Use Path Master Plan Map. The responsibility to build a facility may be the City of 
Belton, TxDOT, the private sector, or a combination of entities.  
 
2 Planning Guidance Statements – How did we develop this plan? 
The Planning Guidance Statements explain why sidewalks, trails, and shared Use Paths are 
planned in certain areas of the City.  The Planning Guidance Statements take into consideration 
existing pedestrian facilities, adjacent land uses, existing and anticipated traffic volumes, width 
of current and future thoroughfares, and the availability of existing and future rights of way to 
determine where future sidewalks, trails, and shared use paths may be built.  
 
There are four proposed Planning Guidance Statements used in the development of this plan. 
These Statements address retrofitting residential areas, retrofitting commercial - Institutional 
areas, industrial areas, and areas with potential for new development and an opportunity to 
evaluate future needs with development.  
 
Examples within each statement are provided. 
 
Planning Guidance Statement One: Residential Retrofitting.  
In existing residential neighborhoods, the plan shows new sidewalks on one side of the street. 
These sidewalks close gaps and, where possible, connect to existing sidewalks, trails, or shared 
use paths. 
 
Building a sidewalk, trail, or shared use path on one side of a residential street in existing 
neighborhoods, even with a mid-block crossing if needed, is appropriate and safe because the 
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traffic volumes are low to moderate, speeds are modest, and the width of the street is 
manageable. 
 
Sidewalks, trails, or shared use paths are not required for affordable housing developments 
that are proposed as infill development. If the sidewalks are determined to be needed, this 
obligation would shift to the City. 
 
Examples of Recommendations for Residential Retrofitting: 
a. E. 13th Avenue from N. Main to Old Waco Road. Provide a sidewalk and bicycle path on 

south side with crossing at Park Avenue and a connection to the existing sidewalk at the 
nursing home. 

b. Beal Street sidewalk from Downing Street to 24th Avenue: provide a sidewalk only on the 
east side. 

c. 24th Avenue from Beal Street to N. Main: provide a sidewalk only on the north side. 
d. E. 9th Avenue from Old Waco Rd to Continental: provide a sidewalk only on the north side. 
e. W. Avenue H Street from S. Pearl to S. Saunders Street: provide a sidewalk only on the 

north side. 
f. Hughes Street from W. Avenue H Street to W Avenue J. Street: provide a sidewalk only on 

the west side. W. Avenue H Street is residential street and is an acceptable street to cross 
on foot without a protected crossing. 

 
Planning Guidance Statement Two: Commercial – Institutional Retrofitting.  
In existing commercial and institutional areas proposed sidewalks, trails, and shared use paths 
are shown on both sides of arterials and collector thoroughfares. 
 
Existing and future land uses, the width of thoroughfares, and traffic volumes make crossing 
arterials and collectors streets dangerous for pedestrians and cyclists. By providing sidewalks, 
trails, or shared use paths on both sides of arterials and collectors, pedestrians and cyclists do 
not have to cross the street, unless it is at a protected intersection or crossing. 
 
Examples of Commercial - Institutional Retrofitting: 
a. E. 6th Avenue from N. Main to IH 35. This road is especially unsafe to cross at unprotected 

intersections. Sidewalks are planned for both sides of the road.  
b. River Fair Blvd. from Lake Rd. to N. Main Street. Sidewalks are planned for both sides of the 

road. 
c. E. 2nd Avenue from S. Penelope Street to Interstate 35. Sidewalks are planned for both sides 

of the road. 
 
Planning Guidance Statement Three: Industrial Areas and Industrial Uses. 
Sidewalks, trails, and shared use paths are not required in industrial areas and for industrial 
uses. 
 
Examples of Treatment of Industrial Areas: 
a. Digby Dr.: No sidewalks are shown. 
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b. Capitol Way: Sidewalks are shown on both sides of the road given the uncertainty of 
development. However, if an industrial use develops along this road, the planned sidewalk 
is not required. 

 
Planning Guidance Statement Four: Opportunities to Evaluate Future Needs with Development 
and Guide Future Improvements. 
This planning guidance statement applies primarily to new residential and commercial 
development in sparsely developed or undeveloped areas. The plan anticipates that sidewalks, 
trails, and shared use paths will be built in accordance with the plan, in most cases on both 
sides of arterials or collectors. 
 
If the plan also shows sidewalks, trails, or shared use paths on one side of an existing or 
proposed arterial or collector, it is intended to describe that sidewalks, trails, or shared use 
paths are anticipated in that area but not necessarily on a particular side of the road.  Future 
development will determine on which side of the road the sidewalk, trail or shared use path will 
be built. 
 
The analysis will include, but is not limited to, current and future land use, Belton Design 
Standards, current and anticipated traffic volumes, and the opportunity to acquire ROW. 
 
Examples of Opportunities to Evaluate Future Needs with Development and Guide Future 
Improvements:  
a. Provide sidewalks on both street sides:  

• Auction Barn, from FM 1670 to S. Loop 121  
• Mesquite Rd., from Shanklin Lane to Interstate 35 
• Capitol Way, from S. Loop 121 to Shanklin Rd. 

 
b. Provide sidewalks on one street side:  

• W. Avenue D., from S. Loop 121 to S. Wheat Rd. 
• S. Wheat Rd., from Digby Dr. to future FM 2271 
• Toll Bridge Rd., from Shanklin Rd. to Elmer King Rd. 

 
3 Specific Plans for Thoroughfares 
 
Please refer to Attachment A, Sidewalk, Trails, and Shared Use Path Master Plan Map and Quad 
Maps 
Please refer to Attachment B, the list of projects submitted to the KTMPO for the 2020 call for 
projects 
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4 Development Process – How do we use this plan? 
 
Below are the general steps to guide the decision making process in regard to providing 
sidewalks, trails, or shared use paths. 
 
Step 1 - Site plan for new development is submitted for review 
Step 2 - The proposed site is identified on the Sidewalk, Trails, and Shared Use Path Master Plan 
Map. 
Step 3 – Consult the Belton Comprehensive Plan, Sidewalk, Trails, Shared Use Path Master Plan, 
Subdivision Ordinance, Section 503, Sidewalks, Belton Design Standards, and the Belton Public 
Works Design manual. 
Step 4 – Evaluate the need for sidewalks. 
 
Hypothetical Development Scenarios: 
Scenario 1 – New Single Family Development (including Duplex): follow the master plan 
Scenario 2 – New Commercial – Institutional Development: follow the master plan 
Scenario 3 – Industrial Development: no sidewalks required 
Scenario 4 – Affordable Housing, Single Family New Development: no sidewalks required 
Scenario 5 – Affordable Single Family Housing Infill Development: no sidewalks required 
 
5  Selected Definitions: 
 
Affordable Housing: Any development that meets the U. S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) qualifications for low income (See also the Belton Zoning Ordinance 
definition for Low Income Homeowner) 
 
Multi-Family (MF): MF is an attached residential zoning district intended to provide the highest 
residential density of eighteen (18) dwelling units per acre. The principal permitted land uses 
will include mid and low-rise multiple family dwellings, garden apartments, condominiums and 
townhouses (see the Belton Zoning Ordinance, Section 15) 
 
Affordable Single Family Residential Infill: no more than 12 single family residential units 
 
Construction Standards: sidewalks, trails, and shared use paths will be constructed in 
accordance with the Belton Thoroughfare Plan and the Belton Public Works Design Manual 
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MPO ID Roadway  Name From To Existing Conditions Proposed

W40-04a2 Loop 121 Phase 1b US 190/IH 14 IH 35 
2LU with shoulders; 2LD with 
shoulders from SW Parkway 
to IH35

Widen from 2 to 4 lane divided roadway with raised median, 10' SUP 
on the north and east side, 6' sidewalk on the south and west side

W40-04b Loop 121 Phase 2 IH 35 FM 436 2LU with shoulders
Widen from 2 to 4 lane divided roadway with raised median, 10' SUP 
on the north and east side, 6' sidewalk on the south and west side

B40-07 Connell St. US 190/IH 14 LP 121 2LU no shoulders Widen from 2 to 4 lanes with 10' SUP and 5' sidewalk

B40-11 FM 2271 (L2LR) FM 1670 FM 2271 ROW only; ROW Needed
Phase 1 - 2 lanes with 10-foot wide SUP. Phase 2 construct additional 2 
lanes. Ultimate 4LU with 10-foot SUP

B40-10 FM 1670 US 190 Three Creeks Blvd 2LU with shoulders Widen from 2 to 4 lanes with a 10-foot wide SUP

B40-08 Sparta Rd LP 121 Dunn's Canyon Road ROW Needed
Construct protected turn lane west bound between Loop 121 and 
elementary school with 10' SUP between Tiger Drive and Dunns 
Canyon Rd

B40-02 Southwest Pkwy - North LP 121 Huey Drive
Southern portion 2LU curb 
and gutter. Some ROW 
acquired.

Widen from 31' to 37' with 5' sidewalk on both sides

B30-02 Shanklin Rd West - Outer Loop
East end of Three Creeks 
Subdivision

IH 35 West section no ROW; 
Shanklin = 2LU rural section

Construct 2 additional lanes to existing lanes with 10-foot wide SUP on 
south side. Ultimate - 4LU with 10-foot SUP.

B40-09 West Ave D Near Kennedy Court Wheat Rd No ROW Construct 2 lane roadway with 10' SUP on north side

B45-08 Mesquite Road Improvements IH 35 Frontage Rd Shanklin Road
2LU rural section. ROW 
Needed

Widen to 2 lanes with curb and gutter and improved drainage and 
sidewalks both sides

NEW
Intersection Safety 
Improvements

S. Connell at IH14 IH35 at approximately 
E. Ave. H

Dangerous interchange
May include additional messaging boards, speed reduction, pavement 
alterations (texturing), striping, on-off ramp modifications, and other 
safety-oriented modifications.

NEW Toll Bridge Road Elmer King Rd Shanklin Road
2LU rural section. ROW 
Needed. New 2LU bridge at 
Lampasas River.

Phase 1: 3-lane with 10' wide SUP both sides; Phase 2: add an 
additional lane for an ultimate 4-lanes undivided with a 10-foot wide 
SUP, all within 80 foot of ROW (Collector)

NEW Southwest Pkwy - South Loop 121 Shanklin Rd - West No ROW
Construct 3 lanes, 41' pavement with curb and gutter, with 5-foot wide 
sidewalk on one side and 10-foot SUP on the other.

New Shanklin N-S Loop 121 Shanklin E-W No ROW
Construct 3 lanes undivided, 41' pavement with curb and gutter, with 5-
foot wide sidewalk on one side and 10-foot SUP on the other.

B30-03 Belton Outer LP East IH 35 at Shanklin Road FM 436 No ROW Construct 2 lane roadway with shoulders and 10' SUP on one side

B30-01 George Wilson Extension FM 93 at George Wilson Road FM 439 No ROW Construct 2 lane roadway with shoulders and 10' SUP on one side

 

B45-02
FM 93/E. 6th Avenue Sidewalk 
and SUP

Main St (FM 317) IH-35
4LU. May need a small 
amount of ROW

Construct 5' sidewalk on both sides and relocate dry utilities 
underground and relocate other utilities outside of pavement

B45-05 Commerce/Industrial SUP Main St (SH 317) Sparta Rd
Construct 10' SUP on east side of Commerce and north side of 
Industrial; provide curb and gutter on Commerce

B45-07
Avenue H Sidewalk/Road 
Improvements

Saunders S. Pearl and north to 
W. Ave. D

Construct 5' wide sidewalk on north side of Ave H from Saunders to 
Pearl Street, then continue northward on the west side of Pearl Street 
to Ave D.  Provide bicycle signage along full route; reconstruct roadway 
and widen to 2 lanes from Connell St to Saunders St.

B45-01
Belton's Georgetown Rails to 
Trails

E. Ave B Leon River Bridge
Construct 10' SUP to connect KTMPO projects B40-05 (S. Belton SUP) 
and T40-13 (Temple's Georgetown Rails to Trails)

B45-06 Central Ave Sidewalk Main St (SH 317) Pearl Street
Upgrade to 5' wide sidewalk to meet ADA requirements on north side 
of Central Ave. west of Main to Pearl Street

B45-04 Beal Street Sidewalk Downing Street E 24th Ave
ROW likely needed along 
project 

Construct 5' wide sidewalk on east side of N Beal Street between  
Downing St and E 24th Ave.
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ORDINANCE NO. 2015-43 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BELTON, TEXAS, 
AMENDING SECTION 503, SIDEWALK STANDARDS AND POLICY, OF THE 
SUBDIVISION ORDINANCE FOR THE CITY OF BELTON; PROVIDING A SAVINGS 
CLAUSE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY 
CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING AN OPEN MEETINGS CLAUSE. . 

WHEREAS,the amendments proposed herein have been presented to the 
Planning and Zoning Commission and due notice of said amendments and hearing on 
said amendments has been given as required by law; and a hearing on said 
amendments before the City Planning and Zoning Commission of the City of Belton was 
set for the 18th day of August, 2015, at 5:30 p.m. for hearing and adoption; and 

WHEREAS, said amendments were duly recommended by the said City 
Planning and Zoning Commission and the date, time and place of the hearing on said 
amendm~nts by the City Council of the City of Belton was set for the 25th day of 
August, 2015, at 5:30 p.m. at the Harris Community Center and due notice of said 
hearing was given as required by ordinances and by law; and 

WHEREAS, a hearing was held upon the amendments by the ·City Council of the 
City of Belton of the time, place and date herein before set forth, and a second public 
hearing was conducted on September 8, 2015; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council recognizes the need for Sidewalk Standards and 
Policy to provide sidewalk installation along local~ collector, and arterial streets; and 

WHEREAS, the City's primary objective is to update the Sidewalk Standards and 
Policy as a component of the City's Subdivision Ordinance, to ensure connectivity, 
accessibility, and safety are evaluated for important destinations; and 

WHEREAS, these standards recognize the substantial public and private 
investment in sidewalks; and 

WHEREAS, the Sidewalk Standards and Policy includes a provision for sidewalk 
funds to be placed in a City of Belton sidewalk escrow account if the sidewalks cannot 
be built until a later date; 

WHEREAS, the Sidewalk Standards and Policy will serve as a reference guide in 
subdivision plat review in th~ City and Extraterritorial Jurisdiction (ET J) to ensure 
sidewalks needs are addressed; and 

WHEREAS, the standards contained within this ordinance are intended to ensure 
consistent design practices in new development or in redevelopment; and 



WHEREAS, the City Council. has determined that the proposed Sidewalk 
Standards and Policy is reasonable. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF BELTON, TEXAS: 

PART 1: The existing "Section 503, Sidewalk Standards and Policy," of the 
Subdivision Ordinance for the City of Belton, Texas, is hereby repealed in its entirety 
and replaced with a new Section 503: "Street Standards and Policy" as follows: 

503.01 	 Sidewalks shall be required and shall be installed by the subdivision developer 
on streets adjacent to all schools. 

503.02 Sidewalks shall be required and shall be installed by the subdivision developer 
as follows: 
a) On both sides of all internal arterial and collector streets, without driveway 

access, prior to acceptance of the subdivision. 
b) On the subdivision side of all collector and arterial streets, without driveway 

access, prior to acceptance of the subdivision. 

503.03 Sidewalks shall be required and shall be installed by the builder/property owner 
on both sides of all collector streets with driveway access. Sidewalks shall be 
constructed, inspected, and accepted by the City prior to issuance of a 
Certificate of Occupancy. 

503.04 Sidewalks shall be required and shall be installed in conjunction with a building 
permit for all new multiple family, office, retail, commercial, and industrial 
buildings, and whenever any permit is required for construction, addition or 
exterior structural alteration on any building or other structure, for the property's 
frontage length along a public street(s). This provision does not apply to 
collector and arterial streets with residential frontage. 

503.05 	Sidewalks may also be required to be installed by the subdivision developer 
when the City determines that in the interest of connectivity, accessibility, 
and/or public safety sidewalks are necessary to connect the subdivision, or an 
area of the subdivision, to certain public or private facilities, including but not 
limited to education facilities, medical facilities, walking or biking trails, transit 
stops, retail centers, employment centers, and/or thoroughfares. 

503.06 	Sidewalks required along collector streets shall be a minimum of four (4) feet 
wide except sidewalks constructed directly behind the curb shall be a minimum 
of five (5) feet wide. Sidewalks required along arterial streets shall be a 
minimum of six (6) feet wide. 

503.07 	Sidewalks are not required along existing or new 10caVresidentiai streets. If 
provided, sidewalks shall be a minimum of four (4) feet wide. 
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503.08 Sidewalks shall 	be constructed in accordance with the Design Manual and 
Belton Thoroughfare Plan. The City must approve all sidewalk construction 
plans prior to construction. All sidewalks shall be inspected and accepted by 
the City. 

503.09 	If the City determines required sidewalks should not be constructed until a later 
date, the funds estimated by the City for the construction of said sidewalks shall 
be placed in a sidewalk escrow, account approved by the 'City. If the funds for 
sidewalk construction are not expended by the City within 9 years of the date 
received, the funds and interest will be returned. 

PART 2: Sunset Review. No later than three (3) years following adoption of this 
ordinance, a comprehensive review of this ordinance shall occur to review and assess 
the application of these standards to ensure that they have been applied in a manner 
benefiting the public interest. 

PART 3: If any provision of this ordinance or the application of any provision to 
any person or circumstance is held invalid, the invalidity shall not affect other provisions 
or applications of the ordinance which can be given effect without the invalid provision 
or application, and to this end the provisions of this ordinance are declared to be 
severable. 

PART 4: This ordinance shall take effect September 8, 2015, after its passage in 
accordance with the provisions of the Charter of the City of Belton, Texas, and it is 
accordingly so ordained. 

PART 5: The Subdivision Ordinance of the City of Belton, Texas, as amended, 
shall remain in full force and effect, save and except as amended by this ordinance. 

PART 6: It is hereby officially found and determined that the meeting at which 
this ordinance is passed was open to the public as required and that public notice of the 
time, place, and purpose of said meeting was given as required by the Open Meetings 
Act. 

PRESENTED AND ADOPTED on this the 8th day of September, 2015, by a vote 
of 4 ayes and 1 nay at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Belton, 
Texas. 

-


Amy .. Casey, City Clerk 
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