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Staff Report – City Council Agenda Item 
 
Agenda Item #8 
 
Conduct a work session and discuss changing the name of Confederate Park and 
Confederate Park Drive. 
     
Originating Department 
 
Administration – Sam A. Listi, City Manager 
 
Summary Information 
 
Several attachments accompany this Work Session topic: 
 

• The City has received a request to consider a name change for Confederate Park 
and Confederate Park Drive by Luke and Kayla Potts (Ex.1). 

• We have also received a request from Douglas Brito (Ex.2) as well as other 
recommendations by various media. 

• The City adopted Resolution 2013-20 establishing a Policy regarding Street/Facility 
naming and name changes (Ex.3). 

• Approximately 2.5 acres of the nearly 16 acres that comprises Confederate Park, and 
the road that bisects it, was conveyed from J.D. and Allie Crawford in 1892 to the Ex 
Confederate Association of Bell County and the City of Belton, for the Association’s 
Reunions and for use as a City park (Ex.4&5). The remaining nearly 13.5 acres was 
acquired over time. The 16-acre has been used as a City park for decades.  
 

If the Council determines a name change is appropriate, there are many names that have 
emerged for consideration including Patriot, Veterans, Unity, Freedom, Peace, as well as 
names honoring individuals. This Work Session will likely generate others. Another 
important aspect of the Work Session is for Council to provide input on a process going 
forward. We have also included a map of Belton Cultural and Historical Resources (Ex.6). 
Belton has an important historical story to tell, and the Nolan Creek Hike and Bike Trail 
provides a unique opportunity for education, with story boards to reflect on Belton’s journey 
toward equality. Some key locations shown on Exhibit 6 include: 
 

• Confederate Park and Confederate Park Road, the subjects of this consideration; 
• Mt. Zion United Methodist Church; 
• T.B. Harris Community Center and Harris Community Park; 
• Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Avenue; 
• Jeff Hamilton Recognitions (3) – Burial site in East Belton Cemetery, Jeff Hamilton 

Park near South Belton Middle School, and a State Historical Marker on UMHB 
campus. 
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Exhibit 7 is a vicinity map of the location in this request along IH 35. 
 
Fiscal Impact 
 
Amount: Nominal amount for Park/Street signage 
 
Budgeted:   Yes    No  
 
Recommendation 
 
Conduct a Work Session and provide Council input on this request, decision-making 
process, names, and a historic walking trail along Nolan Creek. 
 
Attachments 
 
Request letter from Luke and Kayla Potts 
Request email from Douglas Brito 
Resolution 2013-20/Street Naming and Facility Naming Policy 
Transcribed Deed from J.D. and Allie Crawford 
Original Deed from J.D. and Allie Crawford 
Map of Belton Cultural and Historical Resources 
Vicinity Map of Location of Request 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Attachments: 
 

1. Luke/Kayla Potts Request received June 10, 2020 (Ex.1) 
 

2. Douglas Brito Request received June 19, 2020 (Ex.2) 
 

3. City Policy on Street/Facility Name Change Adopted June 11, 2013 
(Ex.3) 
 

4. Deed on 2.5 acres Park Land (transcribed), conveying property from 
J.D. & Allie Crawford in 1892 (Ex.4) 
 

5. Deed on 2.5 acres Park Land (original in cursive) (Ex.5) 
 

6. Map of Belton Cultural and Historical Resources – Possible Historic 
Walking Trail along Nolan Creek with Story Boards at Park, Harris 
Community Center, MLK Bridge, Jeff Hamilton sites, others (Ex.6) 
 

7. Map of Confederate Park and Confederate Park Road (Ex.7) 
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