
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Facial Coverings will be required where social distancing cannot be maintained. 

 
 

1. Call to order. 
 

2. Public Comments. 
 

3. Consider minutes from the May 4, 2020, Parks Board Meeting. 
 

4. Conduct a workshop on the following items: 
 

a. Outline of process to rename Confederate Park & Confederate Park 
Drive. 

b. Outline of process in creating a citizens committee for facility & 
street renaming input. 

c. Review and discuss timeline for recommendation to City Council. 
      

5. Board and/or Staff comments. 
 

6. Adjourn. 
 
 
 
 
If interpreter services for the deaf or hearing impaired are required, please contact the 
City Clerk at (254) 933-5817 at least 48 hours in advance. 
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City of Belton – Parks Board 
Meeting Minutes 

Harris Community Center 
401 N. Alexander Street 

Belton, TX 
Monday, May 4, 2020 - 5:30 p.m. 

Virtual Meeting 
 

To mitigate the spread of COVID-19 The City of Belton Parks Board held a meeting on Monday May 4th via 
Zoom. This meeting was closed to in-person attendance by the public. Attending the meeting were Parks 
Board members Daniel Bucher, Ted Smith, Diane Ring, Jason Wolfe, and Chair Josh Pearson. City Staff 
in attendance included Director of Parks Recreation, Matt Bates, Parks Superintendent, James Grant, and 
Event Coordinator Katrina Townsend.  
 

1. Call to Order.  
Chair Josh Pearson called the meeting to order at 5:30 PM. 

 
2. Public Comments 

None. 
 

3. Consider the minutes from the March 2nd, 2020, Parks Board Workshop & Meeting. 
Mr. Wolfe made a motion to approve the minutes as presented, Ms. Ring seconded the motion. 
Minutes were approved unanimously 5-0. 
 

4. Receive an update on the following, from Director of Parks and Recreation, Matt Bates. 
a. Updates and plans going forward to Belton Parks as a result of the COVID-19 

Pandemic. 
Mr. Bates spoke on dates beginning in March, when local regulations were put in place. Mr. Bates 
spoke on what is open in the Belton Parks System. Open items included parks, trails, Harris 
Community Center, disc golf, dog park, community garden, and Miller Springs Nature Center. Mr. 
Bates explained that public restrooms, playgrounds, basketball courts, athletic fields/complexes 
remain closed. Mr. Bates presented a survey published through the National Recreation and Parks 
Association that showed the status of various amenities throughout the country and compared them 
with the status of amenities in Belton.  Mr. Bates spoke on Phase I- reopening of services and the 
return of Belton Parks and Recreation staff to work full time on May 4, 2020. Mr. Bates described 
what to expect with Phase II and what services are expected to re-open. Mr. Bates gave a target 
date of May 18, 2020 of when youth sports associations were scheduled start up. Mr. Bates spoke 
on the Harris Community Center and was hopeful that an increase in capacity would allow more 
robust rentals. Mr. Bates explained that the Splash Pads projected date of opening was Memorial 
Day. Ms. Ring spoke on the parking lot at Miller Springs Nature Center and the number of people 
visiting, and that it did appear as though people were social distancing. Mr. Pearson asked Mr. 
Bates if Belton had any boat ramps that people could utilize. Mr. Bates explained that Belton did 
not have any boat ramps, but that the US Army Corps of Engineers does.  

b. Current and future park projects. 
Mr. Bates gave updates on the Texas Parks and Wildlife Grant. Mr. Bates was hopeful of receiving 
a notification before the end of May of its approval. Mr. Bates spoke on the extension of the 
temporary dog park fence for another 3 months. Mr. Bates then spoke on the combination of grant/ 
existing funds with Fiscal Year 2021 TIRZ funding on October 1st for use on the Heritage Park 
expansion. Mr. Bates announced the completion of 24th street updates. Mr. Bates then went on to 
give a status update on the Yettie Polk Park Basketball courts, including its re-surfacing, lighting, 
and reinstallation of basketball hoops.  
 
 
 



c. Upcoming events and programs. 

Mr. Bates explained the continuation and increase in frequency of our Storywalk Program. Mr. Bates 
elaborated that staff were refocusing event efforts into meaningful programming for a range of ages. Mr. 
Wolfe asked Mr. Bates for updates on the Fourth of July Parade. Mr. Bates explained that the Fourth of 
July Parade was being planned ahead as if it were happening in some form or fashion. Ms. Ring asked 
about the heavy equipment at Heritage Park. Mr. Bates informed Ms. Ring that they were resurfacing the 
road. 

5. Board and/or Staff comments. 
None. 
 

6. Adjourn. 
Mr. Pearson called a motion to adjourn, Mr. Bucher seconded. Meeting was unanimously adjourned 
at 6:02 PM. 
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Staff Report – Special Called Parks Board 

   Agenda Item 
 
 
Agenda Item #4 
 
Conduct a workshop on the following Items: 
a. Outline of process to rename Confederate Park & Confederate Park Drive. 
b. Outline of process in creating a citizens committee for facility & street renaming input. 
c. Review and discuss timeline for recommendation to City Council. 
 
Originating Departments 
 
Parks & Recreation – Matt Bates, Director of Parks & Recreation 
 
Summary Information 
 
Several attachments accompany this Workshop: 
 

• The City has received a request to consider a name change for Confederate Park 
and Confederate Park Drive by Luke & Kayla Potts (Ex. 1) 

• We have also received a request from Douglas Brito (Ex. 2) as well as other 
recommendations by various media. 

• City adopted a Resolution 2013-20 establishing a Policy regarding Street/ Facility 
naming and name changes (Ex. 3). 

• Approximately 2.5 acres of the nearly 16 acres that comprises Confederate Park, and 
the road that bisects it, was conveyed from J.D. and Allie Crawford in 1892 to the Ex 
Confederate Association of Bell County and the City of Belton, for the Associations 
Reunions and use as a City Park (EX. 4&5). The remaining nearly 13.5 acres was 
acquired overtime. The 16-acre has been used as a City park for decades. 

 
At the July 20th, City Council Meeting, a work session was conducted in which Council 
unanimously agreed that both ‘Confederate Park’ and ‘Confederate Park Drive’ should be 
renamed. Council advised that Parks Board take the lead in generating a park and street 
name(s) for Council consideration. Council also asked Parks Board to solicit input from the 
community by forming a committee that could provide feedback and suggestions on 
proposed names. 
 
This Workshop will be the first in a series of meetings for the Parks Board aimed at 
accomplishing the requests set forth from City Council by generating discussion and input 
on proposed Park & Street names. 
 
 



Special Called Parks Board Agenda Item 
July 20, 2020 

Page 2 of 2   
 

 
 Fiscal Impact 
 
Amount: Nominal for Park/Street Signage. 
 
Budgeted:   Yes    No  
 
Recommendation 
 
N/A 
 
Attachments 
 
Request Letter from Luke & Kayla Potts  
Request email from Douglas Brito 
Resolution 2013-20/ Street Naming and Facility Naming Policy 
Transcribed Deed from J.D. and Allie Crawford 
Original Deed from J.D. and Allie Crawford 
Map of Belton Cultural and Historical Resources 
Vicinity Map of Location of Request 
Media Clippings from 7-14-2020 City Council Meeting 
 
 
 










































































