
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Facial Coverings will be required where social distancing cannot be maintained. 

 
 

1. Call to order. 
 

2. Public Comments. 
 

3. Consider minutes from the August 5, 2020, Parks Board Meeting. 
 

4. Receive comments from the Park & Street Renaming Committee. 
      

5. Discuss proposed Park and Street names for Confederate Park and 
Confederate Park Drive, and consider a recommendation to City Council. 

 
6. Board and/or Staff comments. 

 
7. Adjourn. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If interpreter services for the deaf or hearing impaired are required, please contact the 
City Clerk at (254) 933-5817 at least 48 hours in advance. 
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SPECIAL CALLED 
PARKS BOARD MEETING 

Belton, Texas 
Monday, August 17, 2020 - 5:30 p.m. 

Wright Room 
 



City of Belton – Parks Board Special Called Meeting 
Meeting Minutes 

Harris Community Center, Wright Room 
401 N. Alexander Street 

Belton, TX 
Wednesday, August 5, 2020– 5:30 p.m. 

 
 

The City of Belton Parks Board held a Special Called meeting on Wednesday, August 5, 2020, in the Wright 
Room at the Harris Community Center. Attending the meeting were Parks Board members Josh Pearson, 
Daniel Bucher, Ted Smith, Jason Wolfe, and Diane Ring. City staff in attendance included Assistant City 
Manager Gene Ellis, Director of Parks Recreation Matt Bates, Assistant Parks & Recreation Director James 
Grant, Public Information Officer Paul Romer, and Recreation Coordinator Manuel Zapata. Parks Board 
Committee Appointees in attendance included Rucker Preston, Estella Murray, Marina Trevino, Ricardo 
DeLeon, and Charles Rodarte.  
 

1. Call to Order. 
Chair Pearson called the meeting to order at 5:30 PM. 
 
2. Public Comments. 
None. 
 
3. Consider Minutes from the July 20, 2020, Parks Board Meeting. 
Ms. Ring made a motion to approve the minutes as presented, Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion. 
The minutes were approved unanimously, 5-0. 

4. Conduct a workshop on the following items: 
a. Parks Board introduction of Park and Street renaming committee. 
Director of Parks and Recreation Matt Bates thanked the Parks Board Members for their time. Mr. 
Bates reiterated the purpose of meeting is to propose names for the renaming of Confederate Park. 
Park Board Members Jason Wolfe, Diane Ring, Josh Pearson, Daniel Bucher, and Ted Smith 
introduce Committee Members listed below: 
Alton McCallum- Not Present. Mr. Wolfe spoke on his behalf and explained that Mr. McCallum is 
a very distinguished and accomplished member of the community who is excited to be apart oof 
this process. 
Ricardo DeLeon- Present, Mr. DeLeon addressed the board and explained that he was excited to 
be a part of positive change in the Belton Community and thanked the board for inviting him to be 
a part of the process. 
Sheila Gaines- Not Present. Ms. Ring introduced Ms. Gaines and explained that she was a 
longtime educator in the community and a lifelong Belton resident who has children, and 
grandchildren, who live in the community, and is also a Belton business owner. 
Marina Trevino- Present. Ms. Ring explained that she came to know Ms. Trevino through her 
excellent work with Belton Youth Softball Association and felt as though she has a great pulse for 
the community and would be excellent addition to the committee. Ms. Trevino declined to speak 
but thanked Ms. Ring for kind words and introduction. 
Kayla Potts- Not Present. Mr. Pearson explained how Kayla, and her husband Luke, were the first 
to formally submit a name change request to the City in June, 2020. Mr. Pearson said he’s spoken 
with Ms. Potts on several occasions and that she has provided him a lot of feedback and 
recommendations as the process 
 begins to move forward. Mr. Pearson thanked Kayla & Luke for being great members of our 
community and involvement in this process. 
Ora Butler- Not Present. Mr. Pearson mentioned that Ms. Butler was a former student of the West 
Belton Harris High School and a very influential and committed member of the community. 



Rucker Preston- Present. Mr. Preston thanked the Board bringing this issue forward. Mr. Preston 
said he felt very ashamed to have lived in this community for so long and to not bring up the name 
of the park sooner. Mr. Preston ended by thanking the board for their service and making the 
process easier by simply selecting names only, and not having to decide whether it should be 
renamed or not. 
Estella Murray- Present. Ms. Murray spoke to the board and explained that she has lived most her 
life in Belton- Daughter of Bertha & Theo McGee. Ms. Murray explained how she has organized 
the annual ‘Back to School with God’ event held the first Saturday in August, which unfortunately 
had to be canceled due to COVID-19. Ms. Murray ended by saying that she is excited by the 
changes happening in the City of Belton. 
Charles Rodarte- Present. Mr. Rodarte stated he was happy to hear about the name change and 
what it would do for our City. Mr. Rodarte mentioned that though he doesn’t necessarily agree with 
those who wished for name not to be changed, he felt as though name considerations should be 
made to include them to find a compromising and fair name for all. 
Reesa Harrison- Not Present. Mr. Smith introduced Ms. Harrison and her husband and stated that 
they were great members of the community and were excited to be involved in the renaming 
process. 
 
Mr. Bates introduces Council recommended committee members- 
 
Marvin Bell and Carolyn Bell- Present. Mr. Bell (Ret. Lt. Col. In US Army) stated that scripture 
says “it is impossible for two men to walk with one another unless they agree’ and ‘a house that is 
divided will not stand’. Mr. Bell mentioned that he and his wife have lived in Belton for 19 years and 
have been involved in the community for a long time. Mr. Bell said that though they are ‘technically 
not city residents’, they do consider themselves apart of the community. Mr. Bell said that the 
renaming is about inclusion and transparency and that for too long we have been seperate and 
now it’s time to come together and recognize the importance of a well-balanced community. 
 
Future Leaders Committee including: 
 
Jacob Jimenez- Not present. Mr. Bates told the board that Mr. Jiminez was the 2019 BHS 
Valedictorian and current Harvard Undergrad. Mr. Bates mentioned that Mr. Jiminez is engaged 
and excited to be a part of this process. 
Madden Baggerly- Present. Ms. Baggerly spoke to the board and said she was excited to be a 
part of this process. Ms. Baggerly also mentioned that she would like the board to consider 
geographical names in the top 5 so that City Council has diverse name options. 
Garrett Smith- Not present. Mr. Bates introduced Mr. Smith who is current UMHB Student Body 
President, former YAC Chair, and longtime BHS student body president.  
Sara Fox-Present. Ms. Fox thanked the board for being allowed to be a part of the committee. Ms. 
Fox said she has lived in the community for 4 years and has enjoyed taking an active leadership 
role with UMHB. Ms. Fox said that she took pride in listening and serving her fellow classmates. 
Finally, Ms. Fox said that she is excited to continue to make Belton an inclusive and welcoming 
community. 
 
b. Review and discuss proposed Park and Street Names. 
Park Board deliberated over the proposed names that were submitted for Confederate Park and 
narrowed the list of options down to nine names from a possible 35. The nine Names selected are 
shown below: 

 Citizen’s 
 Community 
 Fellowship 



 Freedom 
 Liberty 
 United 
 Unity 
 US Veterans Memorial 
 Veterans  

 
 

c. Schedule for upcoming Parks Board meetings.  
Mr. Bates and the Park Board arranged the future meeting Parks board meeting of August 17, 
2020.  
  
5. Board and/or staff comments. 
None. 
  
6. Adjourn.  
Chair Pearson adjourned the meeting at 6:41PM.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
Josh Pearson, Chair 

 
 
Attest: 
 
 
Matt Bates, Director of Parks and Recreation 



City of Belton 
   ~ Parks & Recreation ~ 
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Proposed Names from Parks Board & Committee Members 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Name Rank Comments 

Citizen’s   

Community   

Fellowship   

Freedom  Current Street Name 

Liberty  Current Street Name 

United   

Unity   

US Veterans 
memorial 

  

Veterans   



City of Belton 
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401 N. Alexander St  P.O. Box 120  Belton, Texas 76513  Phone (254) 933-5860  Fax (254) 933-2469 
 
 

 
Names submitted to staff and ParksandRec@beltontexas.gov  & removed from consideration at 8-5-2020 
Parks Board Meeting. 
 
 

 

Agape   Shady Side 
Belton  Tranquility  
Central  Victory 
Citizens  Wildflower 
Clearwater  Memorial 
Creekside  Meadow 
Crimson  Blossom 
Emancipation  College  
Fairgrounds  Emergency Heroes  
Friendship  Emergency Responders 
Hope  Independence  
Live Oak  Little River Plaza 
Nolan  Old Settlers 
Patriot  Peaceful Oaks 
Peace  Stars and Stripes 
Pecan  Tonkawa Falls 
Peoples   
Primrose   
Redemption   
Reunion   
Riverside   
 

mailto:ParksandRec@beltontexas.gov


Citizens Community Fellowship Freedom Liberty United Unity
US Veterens 
Memorial Veterens 

Ted Smith 7 6 4 5 3 8 9 1 2
Diane Ring 5 2 7 4 6 8 1 9 3
Daniel Bucher 6 4 2 3 5 7 1 9 8
Josh Pearson 5 6 4 1 3 7 8 9 2
Jason Wolfe

Average Ranking 5.75 4.50 4.25 3.25 4.25 7.50 4.75 7.00 3.75



Citizens Community Fellowship Freedom Liberty United Unity
US Veterens 
Memorial Veterens 

Rucker Preston 6 2 5 3 4 7 1 8 9
Charles Rhodarte 3 5 4 7 6 2 1 9 8
Jacob Jiminez 1 4 5 2 3 6 7 8 9
Reesa Harrison 7 6 4 5 3 8 9 1 2
Estella Murray 9 5 4 6 3 2 1 8 7
Sara Fox 5 4 7 1 3 6 2 9 8
Madden Baggerly 2 9 3 4 5 8 7 6 1
Marvin & Carrolyn 
Bell 6 5 4 3 1 7 2 9 8
Kayla Potts
Ora Butler
Sheila Gaines 5 3 8 9 4 7 6 1 2
Marina Trevino 4 2 9 8 7 6 3 5 1
Alton McCallum
Ricardo DeLeon
Average Ranking 4.80 4.50 5.30 4.80 3.90 5.90 3.90 6.40 5.50



OVERALL BOAD & 
COMMITTEE Citizens Community Fellowship Freedom Liberty United Unity

US Veterens 
Memorial Veterens 

Ted Smith 7 6 4 5 3 8 9 1 2
Diane Ring 5 2 7 4 6 8 1 9 3
Daniel Bucher 6 4 2 3 5 7 1 9 8
Josh Pearson 5 6 4 1 3 7 8 9 2
Rucker Preston 6 2 5 3 4 7 1 8 9
Charles Rhodarte 3 5 4 7 6 2 1 9 8
Jacob Jiminez 1 4 5 2 3 6 7 8 9
Reesa Harrison 7 6 4 5 3 8 9 1 2
Estella Murray 9 5 4 6 3 2 1 8 7
Sara Fox 5 4 7 1 3 6 2 9 8
Madden Baggerly 2 9 3 4 5 8 7 6 1
Marvin & Carrolyn 
Bell 6 5 4 3 1 7 2 9 8
Sheila Gaines 5 3 8 9 4 7 6 1 2
Marina Trevino 4 2 9 8 7 6 3 5 1

Average Ranking 5.07 4.50 5.00 4.36 4.00 6.36 4.14 6.57 5.00

6 4 T-5 3 1 7 2 8 T-5



Citizens Community Fellowship Freedom Liberty United Unity
US Veterens 
Memorial Veterens 

Parks 1 2 6 5 4 3 8 1 9 7
Parks 2 4 7 1 3 5 8 2 9 6
Parks 3 3 1 8 2 9 4 6 8 7
Parks 4 5 3 4 8 9 2 7 6 1
Parks 5 5 7 8 4 1 6 9 2 3
Parks 6 2 3 5 4 6 7 8 9 1
Parks 7 3 2 1 6 5 4 7 8 9
Parks 8 5 2 3 4 6 8 9 7 1
Parks 9 5 6 7 3 2 8 9 4 1
Parks 10 6 5 7 4 3 8 9 2 1
Parks 11 4 1 5 7 8 6 9 2 3
Parks 12 2 1 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Parks 13 1 5 8 3 9 7 2 4 6
Parks 14 8 3 9 4 6 1 5 7 2
Average Ranking 3.93 3.71 5.29 4.29 5.50 5.93 6.43 6.07 4.07



Citizens Community Fellowship Freedom Liberty United Unity
US Veterens 
Memorial Veterens 

Lee Shannon 7 8 6 3 5 4 9 2 1
Jeff Achee 5 1 9 3 2 8 4 6 7
Luk Potts 6 4 1 7 5 8 9 3 2
Bob Holloway 4 3 5 2 6 8 7 9 1

Average Ranking 5.50 4.00 5.25 3.75 4.50 7.00 7.25 5.00 2.75



 

Chair Pearson Facebook Poll 

Rank Park Name:   

1 Freedom 56 

2 Liberty 51 

3 Veterans 36 

4 Unity 28 

5 Fellowship 27 

  Veterans Memorial 18 

  Community 13 

  United 5 

  Citizens 5 
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