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R-38-21

A RESOLUTION

Of the Council of the City of Berkley, Michigan
Adopting the Berkley Master Plan

WHEREAS, the City of Berkley has undertaken the development of a Master Plan to guide development;
promote the public heaith, safety and welfare of the City; to engage the proper use of resources,; to
facilitate recreation and other public improvements, and to consider the character of the City and the
sustainability of particular land uses; and

WHERAS, the Flanning Commission neftified each municipality contiguous to the City, Oakiand County,
each public ulility company, and local and regional planning and development agencies, for purposes of
notification of its intent to adopt a Master Plan; and

WHEREAS, the City of Berkley engaged with residents, business and property owners, stakeholders in
order to garner public input on the development of the Master Plan; and

WHERAS, the proposed Master Plan was submitted to the City Council, who authorized distribution of the
proposed plan; and

WHERAS, the proposed Master Plan was distributed to each municipality contiguous to the City, Oakland
County, each public utility company owning or operating a public utility within the City, and local and
regional planning and development agencies for the purposes of notification, for review and comment;
and

WHEREAS, on October 26, 2021, after proper public notice, the Berkiey Planning Commission held a-
public hearing on the proposed Master Plan, during which members of the public were given the
opportunity to comment on the proposed Plan and written comments received were discussed, and the
Planning Commission approved the Master Plan and recommended adoption to the City Council, as per
the requirements of the Michigan Planning Enabling Act, PA 33 of 2008. ’

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF BERKLEY RESOLVES:

SECTION 1:  That the City Council for the Cily of Berkley, in accordance with the Michigan Planning
Enabling Act, hereby adopt the Master Plan, as recommended by the Planning Commission; and

SECTION 2. That the City Council directs that copies of the adopted Plan be forwarded to adjacent
communities, Cakfand County, each public utiiity company owning or operating a public utilily within the
City, and local and regional planning and development agencies that were previously notified of the
Master Plan. -

infroduced and Passed al a Regular Meeting of the Berkley Cily Councii on Monday, Nevember 15, 2021.

Victoria Mitchell, City Clerk
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Executive Summary

The Berkley Master Plan is the result of over a year
of intensive community engagement, data analysis
and collaborative decision-making. Begun in the
winter of 2019 and ending in the fall of 2021, the
process reached the Berkley community as broadly
as possible through interviews, focus groups,
webinars, surveys, social media polls, walking
tours, a virtual open house, and more. A Master
Plan Steering Committee, representative of the
community, guided the process with continuous
input from the City Planning Commission and staff.
The Master Plan is a long-term document to guide
the formation of policy in the future but not to
serve as law. It is the framework to guide land use
policy decisions that will guide the known present
into an unknown future.

The Master Plan is centered on the City's Vision,
Mission and Values:

Vision

Berkley will be a thriving 21st Century
municipality, rooted in strong neighborhoods
and a walkable design, supported by a caring
community that helps every resident, business,
and visitor to flourish.

Mission

Berkley will strive to enhance economic vitality,

preserve residential neighborhoods, and foster
progress to implement the City's vision and values.

Values

* Berkley is caring

* Berkley is innovative
+ Berkley is welcoming

+ Berkley is active
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The document is also based on Berkley's history,
existing land use, current demographics and
previous planning efforts. The key factors
discovered were:

Designed during a building boom in the
1910's and 1920's, the layout of the City is still
attractive due to its walkable design with a
historic downtown and a range of residential
lot sizes, leading to a diversity of professions
and incomes.

The same design has created challenges for
construction of larger, 21st Century buildings,
upgrades of regional infrastructure, and finding
space for additional parks and civic space.

The City is almost completely built out, with
only 6.6 acres of vacant land, occupied mostly
by single-family houses (73% of the City's area).

The number of people in Berkley is projected
to remain the same, the population is predicted
to become older and more diverse in the next
20 years.

Due to demographics and market trends, single
family houses will hold their value but the
demand for different types of housing will likely
increase.

In addition to recommendations for future
land use, the Master Plan delves deeper into
Neighborhoods, Corridors and Systems in the
following ways:

Neighborhoods are holistic places where parks,
places of worship, schools and infrastructure
contribute to the vibrancy and value of single
family houses. The Neighborhoods Chapter
has recommendations on infill housing, buffers
between neighborhoods and commercial
corridors, neighborhood maintenance, and
aging in place, including diversifying housing
types to include accessory dwelling units to
single-family attached housing.
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Corridors - Twelve Mile, Coolidge Highway,
Eleven Mile, Woodward and Greenfield - are
envisioned to be vibrant places that offer a
variety of transportation choices, are inviting
places to walk and linger, with public art and

a mix of uses, including a range of housing
choices. The corridors must be well-buffered
from adjacent neighborhoods to protect the
well-being and investment of residents to the
greatest extent possible. In specific areas, the
City may consider, at the request of property
owners, the rezoning of single-family properties
for the installation of buffers as part of a
commercial redevelopment or development.
Design guidelines or study recommendations
are included for each corridor.

Systems run through the City of Berkley
transporting people, energy, water and waste.
They should be designed, built and maintained
to maintain safety, increase efficiency, create
sustainability, decrease energy consumption,
and minimize environmental pollution. The
Systems Chapter includes recommendations
on infrastructure, energy, transportation and
natural systems.



