
 

South Berwick 
Town Council Meeting 

January 23, 2024 
 

Chair Mallory Cook called the meeting to order at 6:30pm.  Councilors present 
included Jeff Minihan, Jessica Cyr (late arrival), and Melissa Costella. Town Manager 
Tim Pellerin and Assistant Town Manager Jennifer Janelle were also in attendance.  
 
Executive Session 1MRSA 405.6A 
 

On a motion by Mallory Cook, seconded by Melissa Costella, it was unanimously 
voted 3-0 to go into Executive Session 1MRSA 405.6A at 6:32pm. 
 
On a motion by Mallory Cook, seconded by Jeff Minihan, it was unanimously voted 
3-0 to come out of Executive Session 1MRSA 405.6A at 6:38pm. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 

1. Town Council 01-09-24: On a motion by Mallory Cook, seconded by Jeff Minihan, 
it was unanimously voted 3-0 to adopt the minutes as written. 
 

Treasurer’s Warrant 
 

1. On a motion by Mallory Cook, seconded by Jeff Minihan, it was unanimously 
voted 3-0 to sign the warrant dated January 18, 2024, in the amount of 
$297,564.83.  
 

Reports & Presentations 
 

1. Tim Smith of Great Works Regional Land Trust presented a slideshow 
presentation to the council showing recent properties GWRLT has obtained and is 
working to obtain. Specifically referring to Map/Lots 006-014, 006-014-A, and 006-
029-A. He also explained a budget and 2 ballot questions to redesignate funds to 
GWRLT to assist the purchase of land. The other question is to see if the town will 
accept the ownership of the land mentioned above. The questions were requested 
to be reviewed by the Towns Attorney for precise wording. The item is standing. 
 
2. Town Manager, Tim Pellerin presented what was discussed during a meeting with 
Casella regarding the Transfer Station. They had a site review to assist with ideas to 
improve and better serve our residents. Tim explained how costly recycling can 
become and why, along with what Casella does with the recyclables that go to their 
facility. Tim also explained that we will need to review procedures and eventually 
need to decide if we want to continue to separate out all recyclables vs. single sort 
recycling but continue to keep cardboard separate. There are many factors going 
forward to consider about how we as a town will handle trash. Casella is the first of 
many companies to look into. This will be an ongoing agenda item.  
 
3. Jessica Cyr reported a successful public workshop was held on 1/18/24 with 
about 75 people in attendance. There is a survey available on the town’s webpage 
to provide background information and enable the community to support grants for 
repairs such as sidewalks. Following the results of the survey the committee will 



 

continue to work with Wright Pierce, who is the towns consultants for the project. 
They are putting together a Public Workshop for the draft plan in May. The 
committee hopes to have a final plan by September. Melissa Costella urges others 
to get involved, it’s important.   
 
 

Public Comment 
 

1. Tamre Steinhauer 19 Hill Drive, wanted to know how the childcare provided 
during the Downtown Revitalization Public Workshop was funded and why it's not 
offered at all meetings. Tim explained that TIF funds is what was used and that 
those funds are voted on and need Town Council approval. 
 

Unfinished Business 
 

1. On a motion by Mallory Cook seconded by Melissa Costella it was unanimously 
voted 4-0 to table the item until next council meeting on February 13, 2024. 
 

New Business 
 

1. On a motion by Mallory Cook, seconded by Jeff Minihan, it was unanimously 
voted 4-0 to appoint Tyanne Vasapoli as the Registrar of Voters effective 2/1/2024, 
with a term to expire 12/31/2024. 
 

2. On a motion by Mallory Cook, seconded by Melissa Costella, it was unanimously 
voted 4-0 to appoint Tyanne Vasapoli as the Motor Vehicle Agent and Excise Tax 
Collector effective 2/1/2024. 
 

3. On a motion by Mallory Cook, seconded by Melissa Costella, it was unanimously 
voted 4-0 to accept the 24/25 budget schedule. 
 

4. Tim reviewed the status of the search for a new Town Clerk, he explained the 
applications received and about the interview process. Mr. Pellerin announced 
Tyanne Vasapoli, the current Deputy Clerk applied and was unanimously chosen to 
be the next Town Clerk by a board of nine. Tyanne was sworn in by Barbara Bennett 
as Interim Town Clerk effective 2/1/2024. An official ceremony to be sworn in as 
the Town Clerk will follow in the next couple weeks.   
 
 

Town Manager’s Report 
 

- Highway 
o 602 tons of salt used to date. 
o Dealing with ice spots around town we have used a lot of salt. 
o Hooper Sands Road is on hold, weather permitting. 
o Kevin Sarzynski has been hired. 
- Police Department 
o 7 Arrests. 
o 11 Accidents. 
o 60 Traffic stops. 
o Introduction of Erin McGann. Erin McGann from Sweetser was present at the 
meeting for introductions to the staff. She is working through the Police 
Department as the Town’s Options Liaison. Her focus is substance abuse and 
mental health issues. She is here for staff and town’s people. She says we can 
provide her contact information at any time to anyone who needs it. 207-468-5149 
and email emcgann@sweetser.org. 



 

- Fire Department 
o 19 Calls and YTD is 24. 
o The Fire Department was awarded a Volunteer Fire Assistance (VFA) grant from 
the Maine Forest Service to replace our aging forestry coats and gloves. The total 
cost of the project is $7,522, of which 50% is covered by the grant, and 50% by 
the town. Our goal is to receive the 36 coats and gloves before the spring brush fire 
season arrives. 
o On Saturday, January 20th, we responded to a 1st Alarm building fire at 118 
Knight’s Pond Road. The single-family residence was approximately 600’ off the 
road, and the family was away for the weekend, delaying detection and report of 
the fire nearly three hours. There were no injuries, however the family’s two dogs 
perished, and the house was a total loss. Chief saw the family this morning and 
they are doing well, all things considered. Response time 4 minutes for Chief. 9 
minutes for first apparatus. 4 Mutual Aid responders. Loss of $300,000. 
- Code Enforcement 
o 2 Building Permits. 
o 2 Plumbing Permits. 
o 15 Inspections. 
o 5 Meetings. 
o Readdressing Liberty Street. 
- Planning 
o Automotive Service final plan 2/7. 
o Samville Estates final plan 2/21. 
- Library 
o 2/14 Valentine’s Day concert with Granite State Bell Ringers from 6-7. Free event. 
o Storybook Ball event is to be held Saturday February 24th from 4-6 pm. This year 
will be the first time for this event. Kids are encouraged to dress in costume (adults 
are welcome too as well!). There will be fairytale-themed games, crafts, and 
snacks. 
- Recreation 
o The first Community Night was this past Saturday at the Maine Mariners. It was 
successful with just under 40 people attending the game. Our next Community 
Night is at UNH on February 2nd, and we have about 44 people attending. 
o AARP tax appointments start next Friday, 2/9 and will be every Friday through 
4/12. They are taking 20 appointments a day. This is a free service to anyone in the 
community. The scheduling is well underway, and we expect it to be full within the 
next couple weeks. 
- Seniors 
o January 31st lunch is a football/Super Bowl themed lunch. 
o The next planned trip is a St. Patrick’s Day dinner show on March 13th in 
Daversport. 
- Assessing 
o Working on a permit inventory to make sure everything is ready for the permit 
pass in March. 
o Brittany has worked on getting the property cards printed for the revaluation 
staff. This was a challenge due to limitations in Trio. This project will be completed 
this week. 
 



 

- Town Clerk 
o Kandice is doing well and adapting to the clerk’s office just fine. Since starting 
she’s applied to become a Notary Public and Marriage Officiant for the State of 
Maine and she has been approved. 
o Elections are underway, starting with the upcoming primary March 5th. Absentee 
Ballot requests are being accepted and we will mail out the ballots once received. 
- Transfer Station 
o Briella Ford- Administrative Assistant started 1/17. 
o Cardboard baler has been fixed and is up and running. Still looking at other 
alternatives. 
o Glass recycling is back with a designated spot for repurposing for landfill cover 
and road fill. 
- Economic Development 
o The Downtown Revitalization Workshop had about 75 people in attendance. Jeff 
did a great job. He divided the crowd into 8 or 9 groups to brainstorm and gather 
questions. Many topics of discussion that filled the whiteboard. 
- Finance/HR & Benefits/Safety 
o Assistant Town Manager Meetings: 11 Business Meetings and 43 Staff Meetings. 
o Employee Annual Reviews- completed. 
o Friday, Jen finished up with FEMA in regard to the Christmas storm of 2022. This 
last piece will give an additional $5800 and bring the storm total to $220K. 75% 
gets reimbursed by FEMA, 15% MEMA, and 10% is the Town’s responsibility. 
o Kennebunk Savings Bank- all accounts interest will be going from 3.75% to 4.5% 
due to the Town’s relationship. 
o Working on completing Workers’ Compensation Audit. 
- Admin 
o Town Manager Meetings: 8 Business Meetings and 35 Staff Meetings. 
o 2nd Round of Budget meetings- 14 completed. 
o Winter storm meetings with EMA and team staff. 
o Employee Annual Reviews in process. 
o Met with Casella on getting recycling education/materials and thoughts on 
Transfer Station setup. 
o Met with 2 citizens on citizen complaints. 
o Police Department Union contract draft updated. Negotiations scheduled on 
Wednesday 1/24. 
o Town Hall tour with RFQP submission companies. 
o Community Resilience Partnership- Grant SMPDC- charging stations. 
o Town Clerk Oral Board. 
o Eastern Trail Alliance Meeting with Tom McCullum and new Executive Director 
Chelsey Berlin. 
o Barbara’s Staff Retirement Party 1/22. 
o Barbara’s Retirement Party- 1/30 4-6 at the Community Center. 
o Tim and Jen attended 2 lieutenant interviews at the Police Department. Follow-up 
interviews next Tuesday 1/30 at Town Hall. 
o Entrance door broke when citizen entered, and the door arm fell and hit him in 
the head. 
 

 
 



 

 
Councilor Comments 
 

1. Jessica Cyr - Please don't forget to take the survey for the Downtown 
Revitalization. The last comprehensive plan meeting was 11/27/2023 there has 
been a lot of work done to update the outdated comp plan to better service our 
town and be eligible for possible grants. A plan is in place to hold public feedback 
session in April. Invites the community to stay up to date and join the meetings 
held on the fourth Monday of each month. 
 

2. Jeff Minihan - Congratulations Barbara and Tyanne. Impressed at Downtown 
Revitalization turnout so far. 
  
 

Adjournment 
 

On a motion by Mallory Cook, seconded by Melissa Costella, it was unanimously 
voted 4-0 to adjourn the meeting at 8pm. 
 
 
Attest: 
 
 
 
Tyanne Vasapoli 
Town Clerk 



 









 



 
 
 

TOWN COUNCIL 
Agenda Information Sheet 

 
 

Meeting Date: February 13, 2024 Item #      Presentation                       

Agenda Item: Mt. Agamenticus Update 

Department Head Recommendation:  

Robin Kerr will be presenting updates on the work that has been done at Mt. 
Agamenticus.  
 
Materials Provided: 2023 Stewardship Report, 2023 Outreach Report, and the 2023 
Invasive Species Report. 

Town Manager’s Recommendation 
N/A 

Requested Action 
Informational Only. 

Vote 
 



Mt. Agamenticus Conservation Program

http://www.yorklandtrust.org/
http://www.yorkmaine.org/
http://www.state.me.us/ifw/
http://www.gwrlt.org/
http://www.yorkwaterdistrict.org/






Mt. A History

War Time

The Big A

Grazing Pasture Land



Community Conservation
In April of 1975, the “Save Agamenticus” committee was formed in response 
to a development proposal (3000 residential units). The committee was 
hoping to establish the area as a wilderness area or a wildlife preserve. 
Private land was purchased with an emphasis on preserving the natural 
resources, water quality and maintaining the recreational resources of the 
area.

The Mount Agamenticus Steering Committee was established in 1999 to 
develop planning guidelines. State, local and non-profit landowners continue 
to work together protect Mount A’s water, wildlife, and land.

These landowners include: 
• Town of York,
• Town of South Berwick, 
• Great Works Regional Land Trust, 
• York Land Trust
• Maine Dept. of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, 
• York Water District and,
• Kittery Water District*









5 watersheds originate in Mount A Region



Mount A is home to many wildlife species

WILDLIFE NEEDS:  Minimum Acreage Requirement For Supporting Wildlife in Maine

Acreage                             Animals                                                  *       

20-99               Porcupine, beaver, weasel, woodchuck, and hare

100-499           Deer, goshawk, Blanding’s Turtle and turkey

500-1,000        Mink, ovenbird, hermit thrush, and red tailed hawk

1,000-2,500     Moose, black throated blue warbler, and northern parula

2,500 plus        Bobcat, fisher, coyote, and black bear

(*Figures adapted from the Maine Department of Inland Fisheries & Wildlife and Maine Audobon Society)



-Also a year round regional amenity for the public













Ongoing Community 
Conservation

Trail and Resource Management since 2000











Immediate Results











Transformations









2023 FIELD SEASON HIGHLIGHTS

PROJECT QUANTITY

Invasive Species Removal 88 hours

Ring Trailhead Picnic Area
2 ADA tables, 10 

tons of stone dust

Two Boardwalks Replaced 110 linear feet

Big A Trail Reconditioning
15 tons of stone 

dust

Summit Shrubland Habitat Management 5 acres cut/chipped

Trail Gravel Fill 25 tons 

Sensitive Habitat Surveyed and 

Managed for Invasive Plants
20 acres

Visitor Use Surveys Over 450 completed

Unsanctioned Trail Closures 1.2 miles

Trail Sign Update 20 new signs

COMMUNITY WORKDAYS 
Community Workdays 8 days

Work Day Volunteers 100 volunteers

Work Day Hours 234

ADOPT-A-TRAIL PROGRAM
Total Participants 19 volunteers

Adopter Visits to Trails 76 visits

Trail Adopter Volunteer Hours 163 

VOLUNTEER TOTALS
121 Volunteers 622 hours

Mount Agamenticus Conservation Program





Mount Agamenticus Conservation Program
2023 Outreach and Education Highlights

Highlights

• Learning Lodge
o The summit visitor center was open to the public every weekend from Memorial Day Weekend through mid-

October, as well as on Fridays in July and October.
o The Lodge provides a variety of intriguing resources and interactive displays for all ages. 

▪ Added this year: “Design a Garden” activity to teach visitors about pollinator syndromes.
o Efforts were made to create a more comfortable, nostalgic atmosphere in the Lodge that honors the unique history of 

the building itself.



• Registered Groups
o Worked with diverse groups to assist in planning 

visits to Mount A: hiking clubs, outdoor ceremonies, 
schools, scouts, summer camps, etc. 

▪ 35 registered groups with over 1,320 people.
• 20 groups identified as schools or 

summer camps with 800+ 
students/campers visiting the Learning 
Lodge and 11 student groups 
participating in staff-led programs.

• Public Programming
o Led 22 public programs 

including bimonthly partner 
programs with the Center for 
Wildlife and both guided walks 
and indoor environmental 
education programs for York’s 
Center for Active Living. 
Program staff were also joined by 
Great Works Regional Land 
Trust for our annual Three Hill 
Hike in November.



• Special Events
o Imagine a Day Without Water

▪ Program staff worked with the York Water 
District, York Sewer District, and the York 
School Department to educate students from 
Coastal Ridge and Village Elementary Schools 
about water usage.

o Big A 50K
▪ This volunteer-run trail race benefiting the 

Conservation Program returned for its 12th 
year, with just over 80 participants. 

o 7th Annual Trail Challenge
▪ 104 participants in-person and virtually, 20+ 

volunteers
o Mayor’s Monarch Pledge

▪ As part of the Town of York’s commitment to 
the Mayor’s Monarch Pledge, worked on 
initiatives to educate York residents about 
how to create and protect Monarch butterfly 

habitat. 
• Hosted 4 “seed bomb” workshops.
• Presented to the Coastal Ridge 

Elementary School’s “Green Team” 
with information on pollinator 

gardens.
• Hosted native Milkweed seed 

collection and distribution efforts and 
distributed Milkweed plants to the 
community at no cost.

http://agamenticus.org/trail-races/big-a-50k/
http://agamenticus.org/annual-trail-challenge/
https://www.nwf.org/mayorsmonarchportal


• Online Presence
o Maintained Agamenticus.org website; developed content 

for and managed social media accounts and e-mail 
distribution list; produced press releases and other media 
with program listings, news, and updates.

o Daily correspondence with visitors via online contact form 
and inquiries over social media accounts and phone.

o Worked with the Friends of Mount Agamenticus 
501(c)(3) to produce and distribute the Summit View 
newsletter and to promote fundraising and volunteer 
efforts.

o Researched and contacted third-party/crowdsourced 
websites and apps to ensure information on Mount 
Agamenticus remains accurate and up to date.

• On-site Information, Interpretation, and Education
o Installed and maintained seasonal StoryWalk.
o Maintained educational and promotional content for 

kiosks and trail boxes, updated seasonally or as needed.

• Annual Visitor Use Survey
o 565 groups (over 1,200 visitors) were surveyed.
o Information gathered to track trends and evaluate public 

opinion about the area. For a full survey report, please see 
Mount Agamenticus Visitor Use Survey Results 2023 .

• Gift Shop
o Gift Shop sales, both in-person and online, support 

outreach and education efforts in the Learning Lodge and 
beyond.

o Care is made to select inventory that is in alignment with 
mission and vision, which includes a variety of sustainably 
and locally produced or printed items.

o A seasonal “pop up” gift shop was open in November and 
December for holiday shopping.  

https://agamenticus.org/




looking ahead…









This work ensures that water quality and wildlife habitat continue to be protected while visitor 
experience, safety, and awareness are improved within a sustainable trail network.  It takes a lot of 
resources to take care of this land and a fully funded program is essential to our success.

As a result of this work, Mount Agamenticus has been transformed from a dilapidated old ski area into a 
valuable scenic and recreational destination while the ecological resources continue to be 
enhanced.  Success can be attributed to labor intensive ground work, direct interaction with visitors, 
fundraising efforts, and partner support over the years.  

THANK YOU!



Balancing wildlife, water quality, 
and sustainable recreation

Photo courtesy of Gary Stevens

Robin Kerr, Conservation Coordinator
207-361-1102
rkerr@yorkmaine.org
www.agamenticus.org























































































 



 
 
 

TOWN COUNCIL 
Agenda Information Sheet 

 
 

Meeting Date: February 13, 2024 Item #      UB                         

Agenda Item: Chapter 130 Vehicles & Traffic 

Department Head Recommendation:  

 

Town Manager’s Recommendation 
Town Attorney reviewed citizens questions and comments and made minor changes 
accordingly.  
To adopt changes to the fines and penalties section made by Attorney. 

Requested Action 
Town Council to pass a motion to adopt changes. 

Vote 
 







 



 
 
 

TOWN COUNCIL 
Agenda Information Sheet 

 
 

Meeting Date: February 13, 2024 Item #      NB                         

Agenda Item: Update on GWRLT/$250,000 Warrant Question (TM) 

Department Head Recommendation:  

 

Town Manager’s Recommendation 
Open discussion with answer from the attorney. 
See attached. 

Requested Action 
Town Council to discuss and decide further action.  

Vote 
 



Great Works Regional Land Trust/ Salmon Falls Tidal Waters Project 

2/13/2024 

You’ll see the draft language for the warrant article we discussed back in 2022 (I do not have a 
copy of the final warrant article, so please let me know if it differs in any way).  As drafted, the 
article authorizes the appropriation of $250,000 to assist the Great Works Regional Land Trust 
to purchase a particular piece of property of a defined number of acres on the Salmon Fals 
River tidal waters. If the Town wishes to instead give those funds to the GWRLT for other 
purposes, including the purchase of a different piece of property or for general operational 
purposes, the Town will need to vote to authorize such an expenditure through a new warrant 
article. 
 
3. The Council discussed the proposed ballot questions for the November election regarding 
the Salmon Falls River Project. The Attorney drafted the language.  
 
On a motion by Mr. James, seconded by Mr. Minihan, to place the following question on the 
November Election ballot, "To see if the Town will vote to appropriate $250,000 from the 
Undesignated Fund to assist the Great Works Regional Land Trust Purchase 71 Acres of 
property on the Salmon Falls River Tidal Waters located at Map 6 Lots 14, 14A and 29A such 
property to be used for public uses, and the appropriation of such funds will not affect the 
current mil rate?”  
 
On a motion by Mr. James, seconded by Mr. Minihan, it was unanimously voted to place the 
following question on the November Election ballot, “see if the Town will accept the 
ownership of land purchased by the Great Works Regional Land Trust on the Salmon Falls 
River Tidal waters, such property located at Map 6, Lots 14, 14A and 29A.” 







 



 
 
 

TOWN COUNCIL 
Agenda Information Sheet 

 
 

Meeting Date: February 13, 2024 Item #      NB                         

Agenda Item: Update Property Tax Stabilization Program Funding/LD646 (TM) 

Department Head Recommendation:  

 

Town Manager’s Recommendation 
Open discussion about the proposed LD646 and amount of revenue received and shortfall 
we have not. 
Will present exact figures at the meeting. 
See attached. 

Requested Action 
Town Council to discuss.  

Vote 
 



PUBLIC HEARING ALERT
The cost for reimbursing municipalities for the tax loss attributable to taxpayers’ participation in the 
Property Tax Stabilization Program has exceeded the amount appropriated by the Legislature in the 
last biennial budget. As a result, tax assessors have been informed they will only receive 56% of the 
amount requested in their claim for reimbursement. 

To cover this shortfall, bipartisan legislation has been introduced to cover the anticipated $15M 
shortfall. This approach will ensure the remaining balance of the reimbursement payments is made in 
a timely manner. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
2 STATE HOUSE STATION
AUGUSTA, ME 04333-0002

(207) 287-1440

SUMMARY

LD 646 - PUBLIC HEARING

Date  Tuesday, February 13, 2024 

Time 2:00PM

Location State House Room 228 (Committe on Appropriations and Financial Affairs)

Topic
LD 646, “An Act to Fully Reimburse Municipalities for Lost Revenue Under the 
Property Tax Stabilization for Senior Citizens Program” 

Bill 

Information 

LD 646 was a “placeholder” concept draft carried over from the previous session 
of the 131st Legislature. It is being amended. The amendment replaces the original 

bill, changes the title and adds an emergency preamble and emergency clause. 

It transfers $15,000,000 from the unappropriated surplus of the General Fund to 
the Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Property Tax Stabilization 
program, Other Special Revenue Funds account to be used to fully reimburse 
municipalities for revenue lost under the program. 

The Property Tax Stabilization program was established pursuant to Public Law 
2021, chapter 751 and amended by Public Law 2023, chapter 412, section S-10 to 
apply only to the property tax year beginning April 1, 2023.

Testimony 
Submission

You can testify in-person, electronically via Zoom, or submit written testimony 
through the Legislature’s online form or by email.

Online submission form: https://www.mainelegislature.org/testimony/  

Email: AFA@legislature.maine.gov

https://www.mainelegislature.org/testimony/
mailto:AFA@legislature.maine.gov


Property Tax Stabilization Program Funding/LD646 

Under 36 M.R.S. § 6281(5), the State may reimburse municipalities for up to 100% of the tax 
loss attributable to taxpayers’ participation in the Property Tax Stabilization Program.  The 131st 
Legislature appropriated $15,000,000 in FY24 (PL23, c.17) for purposes of funding those 
reimbursements.  To date, municipalities have submitted reimbursement claims totaling 
approximately $26,500,000.  Due to the shortfall in funding, Maine Revenue Services is in the 
process of issuing partial payments to each municipality that submitted a claim for 
reimbursement, and they will initially receive 56% of the amount requested.  To cover the 
shortfall, Maine Revenue Services is requesting an additional $15,000,000 in the supplemental 
budget bill, with the expectation that, once approved by the Legislature, the balance of the 
reimbursement payments would be made later this spring.    
  
As a reminder, the Property Tax Stabilization Program only applies to the property tax year 
beginning April 1, 2023, and claims for reimbursement must have been submitted by November 
1, 2023, or 30 days after the commitment of taxes, whichever is later.   
 
Any questions may be directed to: municipal.services@maine.gov.  
 

mailto:municipal.services@maine.gov


 

APPROPRIATIONS AND FINANCIAL AFFAIRS 

Public Hearing 2:00 p.m. Tuesday, February 13, 2024 

DRAFT PROPOSED COMMITTEE AMENDMENT 
L.D. 646, “An Act to Provide Appropriations and Allocations for the Operations of State 
Government” (Concept Draft Carried over from 1st Special Session) 
 

Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following: 

“An Act to Fully Reimburse Municipalities for Lost Revenue Under the Property Tax 
Stabilization for Senior Citizens Program” 
 

Amend the bill by inserting before enacting clause the following: 

Emergency preamble.  Whereas, acts and resolves of the Legislature do not become 
effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and 

Whereas, certain municipalities have not been fully reimbursed for lost revenue resulting 
from underfunding of the property tax stabilization program established pursuant to Public 
Law 2021, chapter 751 and amended by Public Law 2023, chapter 412, section S-10 to apply 
only to the property tax year beginning April 1, 2023. 

Whereas, the lost revenue may have an immediate and material effect on municipalities 
and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the 
meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately 
necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,' 

Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the 
following: 

Sec. 1.  Transfer to the Department of Administrative and Financial Services, 
Property Tax Stabilization Program. Notwithstanding any provision of law to the 
contrary, on or before March 1, 2024, the State Controller shall transfer $15,000,000 from the 
unappropriated surplus of the General Fund to the Department of Administrative and Financial 
Services, Property Tax Stabilization program, Other Special Revenue Funds account to fully 
reimburse municipalities for lost revenue under the Property Tax Stabilization program in the 
property tax year beginning April 1, 2023 only. 

Sec. 2.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and 
allocations are made.  

ADMINISTRATIVE AND FINANCIAL SERVICES, DEPARTMENT OF 

Property Tax Stabilization Z368 

Initiative: Provides a one-time allocation to fully reimburse municipalities for lost revenue 
under the property tax stabilization program established pursuant to Public Law 2021, chapter 
751 as amended by Public Law 2023, chapter 412 sec. S-10. 

OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS 2023-24 2024-25
All Other $15,000,000 $0

  __________ __________
OTHER SPECIAL REVUENUE FUNDS TOTAL $15,000,000 $0



 

 

Emergency Clause. In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this 
legislation takes effect when approved. 

 

SUMMARY 

SUMMARY 

This amendment replaces the original bill, which was a concept draft changes the title and 
adds an emergency preamble and emergency clause. It transfers $15,000,000 from the 
unappropriated surplus of the General Fund to the Department of Administrative and Financial 
Services, Property Tax Stabilization program, Other Special Revenue Funds account to be 
used to fully reimburse municipalities for revenue lost under the program.  The Property Tax 
Stabilization program was established pursuant to Public Law 2021, chapter 751 and 
amended by Public Law 2023, chapter 412, section S-10 to apply only to the property tax year 
beginning April 1, 2023.  



 



 
 
 

TOWN COUNCIL 
Agenda Information Sheet 

 
 

Meeting Date: February 13,2024  Item #      NB                         

Agenda Item: Update on Traffic Light Funding (TM) 

Department Head Recommendation:  

 

Town Manager’s Recommendation 
Received the approved work plan last week from Maine DOT for 2024-2025. 
See attached. 

Requested Action 
Town Council -Informational/Discussion. 

Vote 
 





 



TOWN COUNCIL 

Agenda Information Sheet 
 

 

Meeting Date:  2/13/2024 
 

NB # 

Agenda Item:  TIF Monies 
 
 

Informational: 

The workshop costs to entice more residents to come to the workshop 
and participate in the Downtown revitalization programing project.  

Town Manager’s Recommendation: 
 
To approve up to $225 in childcare costs and up to $350 in food costs 
for each of the two workshops scheduled in the Wright Peirce 
Downtown Revitalization project to be funded by the TIF.  
 

Requested Action:   
 
 
To make a motion to approve up to $225 in childcare costs and up to 
$350 in food costs for each of the two workshops scheduled in the 
Wright Peirce Downtown Revitalization project to be funded by the TIF.  
 
 

Vote 
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