
CITY COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING 
MONDAY, AUGUST 4, 2025 
226 N. MICHIGAN AVENUE 

BIG RAPIDS, MI 49307 
6:30 P.M. 

Information and minutes are available from the City Clerk’s Office, 226 N. Michigan Avenue, 
Big Rapids, MI 49307   Phone: 231-592-4020. 

AGENDA FOR REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COMMISSION 

1. CALL TO ORDER.

2. ROLL CALL.

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.

4. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES.  Act on the minutes of the regular meeting of July 21, 2025.

6. SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY

7. STUDY SESSION – City of Big Rapids Secondary Logo concepts, Steve Gove,
Communications Coordinator

8. PUBLIC COMMENT NOT RELATED TO ITEMS ON THE AGENDA.

9. PUBLIC HEARINGS – None

10. GENERAL BUSINESS. (Regarding public comment, anyone may speak on an item of
general business. Please rise and wait to be recognized.)

a. Resolution Appointing Official Representative to the Michigan Municipal League

Annual Meeting

b. Resolution Amending Republic Services Contract

c. Resolution Amending Fiscal Year 2024/2025 General Appropriations – 2025/2026

Carry Forwards

d. Resolution Approving the Wastewater Treatment Agreement Between the City of Big

Rapids and the Charter Township of Big Rapids

e. Resolution Accepting the 2024 Big Rapids Wastewater User Charge System Report



f. Resolution Approving the Purchase of Wetland Credits and Surety Bond for the 

Roben Hood Airport Extension Project 

 
11.  UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS – (Commission Concerns/Reports) 
 
12.     WORK SESSION –   None 
 
13. ADJOURNMENT. 
 
***Agenda items requiring a 4/5 Vote. 
 
The City of Big Rapids will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and services to individuals with 
disabilities at a meeting or hearing upon one-week notice to the City.  Individuals with disabilities requiring 
auxiliary aids or services should contact the City by writing or calling the ADA Coordinator, Jamie Aris, 226 
N. Michigan Avenue, Big Rapids, MI 49307 (231-592-4007).  TRS users may dial 711 for service. 
 

The City of Big Rapids is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer 
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RESOLUTION NO. 25- 

Commissioner __________ moved, seconded by Commissioner _________, the adoption of the 
following: 

RESOLUTION APPOINTING OFFICIAL REPRESENTATIVE TO THE 
MICHIGAN MUNICIPAL LEAGUE ANNUAL MEETING  

BE IT RESOLVED, that _______________, be appointed as the official representative to 
the Michigan Municipal League annual meeting to be held on September 17-29, 2025, in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan.  

Yeas: 

Nays:  

The Mayor declared the resolution __________. 

Dated:   
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RESOLUTION NO. 25- 

Commissioner __________ moved, seconded by Commissioner _________, the adoption of the 
following: 

RESOLUTION AMENDING REPUBLIC SERVICES CONTRACT 

WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids has a contract with Republic Services for 
sanitation services, and 

WHEREAS, Republic Services would like to replace Section 4J of said contract with “upon 
request from the City, provide the City with an audit on tons of trash going to the landfill. Upon 
request, Republic Services will also provide the number of containers and tons processed of 
recycled materials,” and 

WHEREAS, Republic Services would like to amend Schedule A of the contract to include 
a Recycle Processing Charge, a fee based on recycling tons collected, and  

WHEREAS, the current recycling processing charge is $75/ton, and if the processing 
facility increases this per ton rate, Republic Services will give the City a 60-written notice. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission approves the 
amendment to the Republic Services contract to include the update to Section 4J to include “upon 
request,” and Schedule A. Collection Costs to include Recycle Processing Charge of $75/ton. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Commission authorizes Mayor Frederick 
Guenther to sign said amendment.    

Yeas: 

Nays:  

The Mayor declared the resolution __________. 

Dated:   
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RESOLUTION NO. 25- 

Commissioner __________ moved, seconded by Commissioner _________, the adoption of the 
following: 

RESOLUTION AMENDING FISCAL YEAR 2024/2025 
GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS- 2025/2026 CARRY FORWARDS 

WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids adopted FY 2025/2026 General Appropriations on June 
2, 2025, per Resolution No. 25-56, and 

WHEREAS, budget carry forwards are needed when a budgeted purchase does not take 
place, when a project does not commence, or is not complete by the end of the fiscal year, and 

WHEREAS, budget carry forward requests allow departments to move these budgeted 
items into the succeeding fiscal year, and several items from fiscal year 2024/2025 need to be 
carried forward into this fiscal year 2025/2026. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Big Rapids City Commission hereby 
approves the following budget adjustments to carry forward to the 2025/2026 budget: 

FY25-26 Carryforward 

Expenditures GENERAL FUND Original Amended 

Account Number Account Description Budget Amount Budget 

101-101-732.101 SUPPLIES-CHARTER REVISION 6,000 3,900 9,900 

101-101-801.000 CONTRACTED SERVICES-CHARTER REVISION 10,000 8,000 18,000 

101-228-930.001 OPERATIONAL MAINTENANCE-SOFTWARE 175,000 20,000 195,000 

101-228-977.900 NETWORK SWITCH REPLACEMENT 15,000 22,000 37,000 

101-228-977.901 SECURITY CAMERAS 5,000 20,000 25,000 

101-228-984.000 SOFTWARE 35,000 7,500 42,500 

101-336-738.000 PROTECTIVE CLOTHING 20,000 9,200 29,200 

101-444-967.016 BIRCH ALLEY PROJECT 0 54,000 54,000 

101-444-967.046 ALLEY PAVING 0 32,000 32,000 

101-444-967.702 ALLEY APPROACH 0 8,000 8,000 

101-443-971.006 PARKING LOT PURCHASE 0 90,000 90,000 

101-756-920.410 PUBLIC UTILITIES-SPLASH PAD 50,000 70,000 120,000 

101-756-967.914 SECURITY PARKS 0 10,000 10,000 

316,000 354,600 670,600 

Expenditures MAJOR STREETS Original Amended 

Account Number Account Description Budget Amount Budget 

202-451-989.000-P0066 DARWIN ST RECONSTRUCTION 0 190,000 190,000 
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202-451-989.000-P0094 FULLER AVE WATERMAIN & PAVING 70,000 105,000 175,000 

Fund Expenditure 

Total 70,000 295,000 365,000 

Expenditures DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY Original Amended 

Account Number Account Description Budget Amount Budget 

248-729-782.248 DUMPSTER SCREENING MATERIALS 0 25,000 25,000 

248-729-977.000-P0062 DOWNTOWN SIGNS 0 50,000 50,000 

Fund Expenditure 

Total 0 75,000 75,000 

Expenditures HISTORICAL BUILDING Original Amended 

Account Number Account Description Budget Amount Budget 

270-249-943.000 EQUIPMENT RENTAL 0 4,000 4,000 

Fund Expenditure 

Total 4,000 

Expenditures MECHANIC ST DEVELOPMENT Original Amended 

Account Number Account Description Budget Amount Budget 

409-249-802.000-P0088 MECHANIC ST PHASE II ENGINEERING 0 110,000 110,000 

Fund Expenditure 

Total 0 110,000 110,000 

Expenditures SEWER Original Amended 

Account Number Account Description Budget Amount Budget 

590-560-930.007 ULTRAVIOLET LAMPS 20,000 6,000 26,000 

590-560-989.000-P0095 FEASIBILITY STUDY-DIGESTER, AERATION 0 40,000 40,000 

590-560-989-000-P0096 REPLACE EQ BASIN BLOWER MOTOR 0 14,000 14,000 

590-561-967.068 SEWER TELEVISING & LINING 125,000 28,000 153,000 

Fund Expenditure 

Total 145,000 88,000 233,000 

Expenditures WATER Original Amended 

Account Number Account Description Budget Amount Budget 

591-560-802.048 WATER ASSET PROGRAM 0 14,000 14,000 

591-560-802.709 WATER RELIABILITY STUDY 0 10,000 10,000 

591-560-989.000-P0100 WTP SCADA UPGRADE 0 220,600 220,600 

591-561-989.000-P0101 VALVE TURNER 0 100,000 100,000 

Fund Expenditure 

Total 0 344,600 344,600 

Expenditures WATER REPLACEMENT Original Amended 
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Account Number Account Description Budget Amount Budget 

599-560-989.000-P0099 PAINT CLARIFIERS 0 537,100 537,100 

599-561-989.000-P0016 BIRCH ALLEY 150,000 100,000 250,000 

599-561-989.000-P0015 LEAD & COPPER SERVICE LINES 0 116,000 116,000 

599-561-989.000-P0077 DARWIN ST RECONSTRUCTION 0 188,800 188,800 

599-561-989.000-P0094 FULLER AVE WATERMAIN & PAVING 250,000 580,000 830,000 

599-561-989.000-P0098 HMC UPGRADES 10,000 640,900 650,900 

Fund Expenditure 

Total   410,000 2,162,800 2,572,800 

     

Expenditures MOTOR POOL Original   Amended 

Account Number Account Description Budget Amount Budget 

661-524-981.312 DUMP TRUCK 65,500 45,100 110,600 

661-524-702.000 SALARIES-CLOSE OUT PAY 177,600 35,000 212,600 

        0 

Fund Expenditure 

Total   243,100 80,100 323,200 

     

Expenditures RIVERWALK Original   Amended 

Account Number Account Description Budget Amount Budget 

760-249-967.024 RIVERWALK TRAIL HAZARDOUS IMPR 40,000 3,000 43,000 

Fund Expenditure 

Total   40,000 3,000 43,000 

 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that City Manager Mark Gifford is authorized to amend the 
FY 2025/2026 City of Big Rapids budget accordingly. 
 
 
 
 
Yeas:    
 
Nays:   
 
The Mayor declared the resolution ____________. 
 
Dated:  

 
 
 
 

  



P O S I T I O N    P A P E R 

TO: City Commission 

FROM: Carla Staffen, City Treasurer 

DATE: July 25, 2024 

Issue:  

2024/2025 Budget Carry Forwards to 2025/2026 

Background:  

The purpose of a budget carry forward is to move a budgeted acquisition or project from one fiscal 

period to another. Budget carry forwards are needed when a budgeted purchase does not take place, 

or when a project does not commence or is not complete by the end of the fiscal year. Budget carry 

forward requests allow departments to move these budgeted items into the succeeding fiscal year. 

Desired Action: 

Please approve the attached Fiscal Year 2024/2025 carry forward requests to Fiscal Year 

2025/2026. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 25- 

Commissioner __________ moved, seconded by Commissioner _________, the adoption of the 
following: 

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE WASTEWATER TREATMENT AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN THE CITY OF BIG RAPIDS AND THE 

 CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF BIG RAPIDS 

WHEREAS, a proposed Wastewater Treatment Agreement by and between the City of Big 
Rapids (the “City”) and the Charter Township of Big Rapids (the “Township”) in the form attached, 
has been submitted, and   

WHEREAS, the Wastewater Treatment Agreement includes the User Charge Report 
setting forth the methodology by which applicable rates, charges and fees will be determined for 
use of, operation, maintenance, repair, replacement, and improvements to the Township 
Collection System, City Collection System, and the City’s Wastewater Treatment Plant (all terms 
are defined in the Wastewater Treatment Agreement). 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission approves the 
Wastewater Treatment agreement between the City of Big Rapids and the Charter Township of 
Big Rapids effective August 4, 2025, through August 4, 2050, and the Mayor and City Clerk are 
authorized to sign said agreement. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this agreement shall be in effect for a period of twenty-
five (25) years and reviewed every five (5) years to address changing conditions, state and federal 
laws or other issues which require the updating of or modification to this agreement. 

Yeas: 
Nays:  
The Mayor declared the resolution __________. 
Dated:     

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution is a true and complete copy of a resolution of the City 
of Big Rapids duly adopted at a regular meeting of the City Commission of said City held on 
August 4, 2025. 

I further certify that said resolution has been recorded in the Minute Book of the City of Big Rapids 
and that such recording has been authenticated by the signatures of the Mayor and City Clerk. 

______________________________ 
Karen Manoski, City Clerk 
Dated:   
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RESOLUTION NO. 25- 

Commissioner __________ moved, seconded by Commissioner _________, the adoption of the 
following: 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE 2024 BIG RAPIDS WASTEWATER 
USER CHARGE SYSTEM REPORT  

WHEREAS, representatives from the City of Big Rapids, Big Rapids Charter Township, 
and Green Charter Township [the “Municipalities”] have met in committee to complete the 2024 
Wastewater User Charge System Report [the “Report”], and 

WHEREAS, the Report identifies City accounts utilized to quantify and track shared 
expenses in the operation of the Wastewater Treatment Plant and collection system, and sets the 
methodology of preparing the Wastewater User Charge System Report, and 

WHEREAS, the information about the collection system and treatment plant serving the 
Municipalities set forth in the Report will be used in the setting of wastewater rates and the 
preparation of future user charge system reports. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission accepts the 2024 Big 
Rapids Wastewater User Charge System Report as prepared by the participating municipalities, 
subject to the approval of the State of Michigan Department of Environmental Quality, 
Environmental Sciences and Services Division, and the Mayor is authorized to accept and sign 
the Report on behalf of the City. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the rates established by the 2024 Report to be charged 
to Big Rapids Charter Township effective August 1, 2025, shall be $6.06 per unit (1 unit = 1,000 
gallons) and the rate charged to Green Charter Township, effective August 1, 2025, shall be $5.99 
per unit (1 unit = 1,000 gallons) exclusive of IPP charges as provided in this report.  

Yeas: 

Nays:  

The Mayor declared the resolution ____________. 

Dated:  
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P O S I T I O N    P A P E R 

TO: City Commission 

FROM: Carla Staffen, City Treasurer 

DATE: July 25, 2025 

Issue: Adoption of the 2024 Wastewater User Charge System Report 

Background:  

Representatives from Big Rapids Charter Township, Green Charter Township, and the City of Big 

Rapids have been working on the 2024 User Charge Report. The three municipalities continue to 

make strides in developing a report that accurately depicts the shared charges of the wastewater 

system. Improvements continue to be made that streamline the preparation of the report and present 

the information in a format that is user friendly. 

Five years ago, the City entered into new agreements with Big Rapids Charter Township and Green 

Charter Township to continue to provide sewage treatment. The agreements run for 25 years and 

will expire in 2042. The contract is subject to periodic review by all three parties every five years.  

The 2024 user charge rate analysis resulted in an increase in the unit rate that will be charged to 

Green Charter Township and an increase in the Big Rapids Charter Township unit rate. Big Rapids 

Charter Township’s calculated volumetric rate for 2024 is $6.06 per unit (1 unit = 1,000 gallons), 

which represents an increase of $0.60 from the 2023 rate of $5.46. Green Charter Township’s 

calculated volumetric rate for 2024 is $5.99. per unit, which represents an increase of $0.67 from 

the 2023 rate of $5.32.  

A major contributing factor for the increase to both Big Rapids Charter Township and Green Charter 

Township is an increase in the costs of the WWTP Operation, Maintenance and Repair (OM&R). 

Additionally, a total of $335,642 was agreed to be set aside for equipment replacement costs.  

Desired Action: 

Adopt the 2024 Wastewater User Charge System Report and the user charge rates established in the 

report with an effective usage date of August 1 to be billed September 1, 2025. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 25- 

Commissioner __________ moved, seconded by Commissioner _________, the adoption of the 
following: 

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE PURCHASE OF WETLAND CREDITS AND SURETY 
BOND FOR THE ROBEN HOOD AIRPORT EXTENSION PROJECT 

WHEREAS, as part of the Roben Hood Airport Runway Extension project, EGLE 
determined that the City needs to purchase 1.81 acres of wetland credits to mitigate this project, 
and 

WHEREAS, the wetland credits need to be in the Muskegon Watershed and as there are 
no credits available until September 2025, the City is required by law to provide as part of the 
permit, a Surety Bond to guarantee compliance with conditions specified to obtain this permit, and 

WHEREAS, the purchase of 1.81 acres of wetland credits is $199,100, the cost of the 
Surety Bond to cover said credits is $200,000 with an additional $4,000 in fees, and 

WHEREAS, to apply for a Surety Bond, Merchants Bonding Company is requiring the City 
to authorize the City Manager to sign the Commercial Bond Application, the first step in securing 
the Surety Bond, and 

WHEREAS, once the application is signed and submitted, Merchants Bonding Company 
will move forward with Surety Bond, and 

WHEREAS, once the wetland credits become available and are purchased, written notice 
will be sent to the Surety from the City and EGLE acknowledging the City’s contractual fulfillment 
and authorizing the termination of the Surety Bond. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission approves the purchase 
of 1.81 acres of wetland credits for the Roben Hood Airport Extension Project for $199,100 when 
they become available in September 2025, and give City Manager Mark Gifford the authority to 
sign the Commercial Bond Application and the Surety Bond when available and the cost be 
expensed from account number 295-249-989.000-P0078. 

Yeas: 

Nays:  

The Mayor declared the resolution ____________. 

Dated:  

10f



Position Paper          

           

           

To: City of Big Rapids Commission       

           

From: 
Kendra Herrema, Airport 
Manager       

           

ISSUE:           

           

EGLE is requesting that the City of Big Rapids purchase a Surety Bond in the amount of $200,000.00 as  
this will be their insurance that the City will follow through with the purchase of 1.81 acres of wetland  
credits in The Muskegon Watershed when they become available.     

           

BACKGROUND:         

           

As part of the recent Runway Extension project there were wetlands that needed to be mitigated to  
obtain a permit to fill in two sections of wetlands that were in the runway environment. EGLE deter-  
mined it to be 1.81 acres that the City needs to mitigate for with the purchase of wetland credits.   
These credits need to be in the Muskegon Watershed, and currently will not be available to  
purchase until this coming September. Because these credits are not available to purchase, the City is  
required, by law, to provide, as part of the permit, a Surety Bond to guarantee our compliance   
with conditions specified to obtain this permit.        

           

The wetlands credits that need to be purchased total 1.81 acres for a cost of $199,100. The cost of the 
Surety Bond is $200,000, which is an amount that would cover the purchase of the required credits, if 
the City did not comply with the obligations of the contract with EGLE. The Surety Bond will be in force  
for a minimum of one year.  Once the credits become available, and are purchased, written   
notice must be sent to the Surety, from the City of Big Rapids and EGLE acknowledging the City’s 
contractual fulfillment and to authorize the termination of the Surety Bond. I have found an  
acceptable company, under EGLE's guidelines who can issue the needed surety bond. The cost for this 
is $4,000.  
           

RECOMMENDATION:         

           

It is the staff's recommendation to authorize the purchase of the Surety Bond, to be in legal compliance 
with the conditions of our permit, which will also allow for the completion of the project.   

           

           
 



FROM: Stephanie Farrell<sfarrell@jmwilson.com>
TO: bondcover@jmwilson.com 
SENT: Thursday, July 24, 2025 2:31:56 PM Eastern Daylight Time
SUBJECT: Quote Cover Letter City of Big Rapids ~ER2709506

==========================================================

DRAWER: INBQ
FILENO: ~ER2709506
FILENAME: City of Big Rapids
AGENCY CODE: 211844

Proposal Date: July 24, 2025
Insured Name: City of Big Rapids
Insured City, State, Zip: Big Rapids, MI, 49307
Quote #: ~ER2709506
Premium: $4,000.00
Total Taxes & Fees: $0.00 

Bond Limit: $200,000.00
Bond Term: 1 year
Bond Stipulations: Subject to signed application by person authorized from the city who 
has authority to indemnify the city. Make sure we have name, title and assurance they can 
do so.

Dear Kelley Palaspas, As you may have heard, JM Wilson has been acquired by Ryan 
Specialty and is now part of the Ryan Specialty family. This quote is being placed by JM 
Wilson, a part of RT Specialty. We are pleased to present our quotation for your bond 
requirements. We appreciate the time and effort that you have spent in providing us with the 
necessary information. This quotation is based on the applications and any additional 
information that has been provided to JM Wilson. JM Wilson expressly disclaims any 
responsibility for any failure on your part to provide complete and accurate information. 
PRODUCER COMPENSATION: JM Wilson is typically compensated through commission 
from the Surety Company for the placement of bonds in most transactions. The amount of 
the commission varies by bond type and by surety company. JM Wilson might also receive 
additional compensation. In order to place the bond requested we may charge a reasonable 
fee for additional services such as performing a risk analysis, comparing policies, 
processing submissions, communication expenses, working with underwriters on the 
coverage proposal, issuing bonds, or servicing the bond after issuance. Any fees charged 
are fully earned at inception of the bond. Our fees are applied to new bonds, renewal bonds, 
and endorsements. Fees applicable to each renewal and endorsement will be set forth in 
the quotes. It is the insurance carrier's decision whether to offer the bond quoted, and your 
client's decision whether to accept the quote. Our fee is not imposed by state law or the 
Surety Company. You, as the retail broker with the direct relationship with the Insured, 
must comply with all applicable laws and regulations related to disclosure of and consent 
and agreement to, compensation, and informing the Insured that it may request more 
information about producer or broker compensation that might be paid in connection with 

Bond Type:  MI Dept. of Environmental, Great Lakes, and Energy Water Sources Division - Surety Bond for Mitigation Site



the Insured's placement. If we request a copy of any legally required insured consent or 
agreement, you will provide us with a copy. If you need additional information about the 
compensation arrangements for services provided by JM Wilson affiliates, please contact 
your JM Wilson representative. Thank you for the opportunity of providing you with our 
quote. Your business is appreciated. Please contact me if there are any questions 
regarding this proposal or if we can provide any additional information regarding JM Wilson. 
Sincerely, Stephanie Farrell Executive Surety Underwriter sfarrell@jmwilson.com JM Wilson is 
a part of RT Specialty a division of RSG Specialty, LLC, which is a Delaware limited liability company and a 
subsidiary of Ryan Specialty Group, LLC. In California: RSG Specialty Insurance Services, LLC (License # 
0G97516).

 



Bond No.

Individual

Corporation

COMMERCIAL BOND APPLICATION

LLC

Partnership

Married

Applicant (Exactly as it will appear on bond)

Type of Organization

Single
Home Address

Legal Domestic Partner

YesPrevious Surety No    If Yes, give name and reason for change.

Type of Business or Individual's Occupation How long in business?

Type of Bond Effective DateAmount of BondObligee Name & Address

City State Zip

Name & Address of Owner or Co-Applicant or Indemnitor Social Security #

% of Ownership

% of Ownership

Business Address City State Zip

Phone

Home E-mail Business E-mail

FEIN/Social Security #

Social Security #

YesOther Surety Bonds in force? No If Yes, provide name of Surety:

      A facsimile copy of this document or the signature(s) thereon, shall be deemed to be an original and/or original signature(s) for all purposes.

INDEMNITY AGREEMENT
This Agreement entered into by and between the undersigned applicant or applicants and/or indemnitors, hereinafter called the undersigned, and 

 hereinafter called the Company, witnesseth:
      The undersigned certifies that the foregoing statements and declarations are true and, in consideration of the Company executing as surety the herein bond applied for,
does hereby promise and agree to pay an annual premium to the Company until such time as the undersigned shall furnish the Company with evidence satisfactory to it of the
complete termination of its liability on said bond.
      The undersigned further agrees to indemnify and save harmless the said Company, in connection with any bond executed on behalf of the person or entity named as
applicant, for, from and against any and all losses, costs, damages and expenses of any nature whatsoever, including counsel fees and expenses, and reimburse said
Company for loss adjusting expenses and compensation at the rate of $100.00 per day for officers and $50.00 per day for all other personnel, which may accrue to the said
Company by reason of the said Company having become surety on said bonds.
      The undersigned hereby further agrees that the vouchers or other evidence of payments made by the said Company under its obligation of suretyship shall be conclusive
evidence against the undersigned of the fact and extent of the undersigned's liability to the said Company under said obligation of the undersigned, whether said payments
were made to discharge a penalty thereunder, incurred in the investigation of a claim made thereon or adjusting a loss or claim in connection therewith, or in completing the
work covered thereby, and whether voluntarily made or paid after suit and judgment against said Company.
     If the Company shall set up a reserve to cover any claim, suit or judgment under any such bonds, the undersigned will, immediately upon demand, deposit with the
Company a sum of money equal to such reserve, such sum to be held by the Company as collateral security on such bonds, and such sum and any other money or property
which shall have been, or shall hereafter be, pledged as collateral security on any such bond shall, unless otherwise agreed in writing by the Company, be available, in the
discretion of the Company, as collateral security on any other bonds coming within the scope of this Agreement.
     This Agreement shall constitute a Security Agreement to the Company and also a Financing Statement, both in accordance with the provisions of the Uniform Commercial
Code of every jurisdiction wherein such Code is in effect. This Agreement shall, if recorded, constitute a consensual lien upon any and all real estate owned by the
undersigned at the time of such recording. However, the filing or recording of this Agreement shall be solely at the option of the Company, and the failure to do so shall not
release or impair any of the obligations of the undersigned under this Agreement or otherwise arising, nor shall such failure be in any manner in derogation of the rights of the
Company under this Agreement or otherwise. The use of this Agreement as a Security Agreement, Financing Statement or consensual lien shall in no way abrogate, restrict or
limit the rights of the Company under this Agreement or at law or in equity. The undersigned waive all right to claim any property, including homestead, as exempt from levy,
execution, sale or other legal process.

It is further agreed that the terms and conditions of this application shall also apply to increases and/or decreases in the amount of any and all bonds, and shall also applyto all renewals whether the bond is continuous, renewed by Continuation Certificate or by the filing of a new bond.
      The Company shall have the right, and is hereby authorized, but not required to fill up any blanks left herein, and to correct any errors in the description of any of said
bonds, or in said premium or premiums, or in any name or names, it being agreed that such insertion or corrections, when so made, shall be prima facie correct. This
application shall be liberally construed so as to fully protect and indemnify the Company, its successors, assigns and reinsurers. The undersigned appoints any officer of the
Company as the attorney-in-fact of the undersigned with full right to execute on behalf of the undersigned any document necessary to carry into effect the intent and purposes
of this Agreement.

Dated the ________ day of ______________________ , __________. Sign Application Twice - as Applicant and Indemnitor

Applicant's SignatureWitness
In consideration of the severally join in the above indemnityagreement.

Name & Address of Owner or Co-Applicant or Indemnitor

$

YesHas the applicant had any bankruptcies, liens, or judgments or compromises with any creditors in the past 5 years? No    If Yes, submit for underwriting.

Witness Indemnitor

Witness Indemnitor

Witness Indemnitor

Witness Indemnitor

Merchants Bonding Company (Mutual)

P.O. Box 14498, Des Moines, IA 50306-3498

Phone: (800) 678-8171 Fax: (515) 243-3854

SUP 0037 (5/25)

City of Big Rapids

 Date >>> Date >>> Date >>> Date >>>

 <<< Sign <<< Sign <<< Sign <<< SignSign >>>Sign >>>Sign >>>Sign >>>

226 N Michigan Avenue Big Rapids MI 49307

38-6004663

Municipality

x x

x

Surety $200,000

mgifford@cityofbr.org

231-592-4058



STATE OF MICHIGAN

DEPARTMENT OF
ENVIRONMENT, GREAT LAKES, AND ENERGY

WATER RESOURCES DIVISION

CONSTITUTION HALL • 525 WEST ALLEGAN STREET • P.O. BOX 30458 • LANSING, MICHIGAN 48909-7958
Michigan.gov/EGLE • 800-662-9278

GRETCHEN WHITMER
GOVERNOR

PHILLIP D. ROOS
DIRECTOR

June 25, 2025

VIA EMAIL

Steve Schroeder
City of Big Rapids
21325 18 Mile Road 
Big Rapids, Michigan 49307

Dear Steve Schroeder:

SUBJECT: Draft Permit for Countersignature;
Submission Number:  HQA-Q7V2-TBNRG; County: Mecosta; Project 
Name:  RQB Roben-Hood Airport

The Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE), Water Resources 
Division (WRD), has reviewed the above subject application for permit pursuant to
Part 303, Wetlands Protection, of the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection 
Act, 1994 PA 451, as amended.  The purpose of the project, as depicted in your 
application, is to extend Runway 9/27 (10/28).

We have determined that the project as proposed can be permitted.  Enclosed is a draft 
permit that requires a countersignature.

Carefully review and fully understand the draft permit and all of its associated terms and 
conditions.  As the permittee, you are responsible for assuring that the project is 
completed as authorized and in compliance with permit requirements.  If you agree to all 
of the terms and conditions, sign the draft permit in the space provided, initial each of 
the drawings, and return the entire document to our office within 30 days of the date of 
this letter. The permittee shall submit documentation of credit acquisition to EGLE 
prior to signature of this permit by EGLE.

This permit is not valid until signed by an official of the WRD.  Upon return of the signed 
and initialed document from you, the WRD will issue the permit in a timely manner and 
return a signed copy to you.  Construction activity is not authorized to begin until a valid 
permit is held at the project site.  If you do not return the signed and initialed document 
by the required date, an application denial letter will be sent to you.



City of Big Rapids 2 June 25, 2025

If you have any questions regarding the specifics of this draft permit, please contact me 
at (616) 295-2787; JohnsonB67@Michigan.gov; or EGLE, WRD, P.O. Box 30458, 
Lansing, Michigan 48909-7958; Please include your submission number, HQA-Q7V2-
TBNRG, in your response.

Sincerely,

Benjamin Johnson
Grand Rapids District Office
Water Resources Division

Enclosure
cc: James Watling, EGLE

William Ballard, Mead & Hunt

mailto:JohnsonB67@michigan.gov
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MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT, GREAT LAKES, AND ENERGY 
Water Resources Division 

Surety Bond for a Mitigation Site 
By authority of Part 353 NREPA 1994 PA 451, as amended 

Bond Number: enter Bond Number EGLE Permit Number: enter Permit Number 

Permittee Name: enter name 

Permittee Address: enter address 

City, State, County, Zip: enter City, State, County, Zip 

enter Permittee’s name, as Principal, and enter name of issuing bond company, an insurer licensed 

to do business in the State of Michigan (the “Surety”), are firmly bound unto the Michigan Department 

of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE), Water Resources Division (WRD), for the sum of 

enter dollar amount and 00/100 (enter dollar amount in numbers), lawful money of the United States of 

America, for the payment of which we bind ourselves, our executors, administrators and heirs, 

successors and assigns, jointly and severally. 

Sealed with our seals, dated the enter date day of enter month, enter year. 

WHEREAS, the Principal, as a condition of EGLE permit number enter EGLE permit number 

(Permit), is required to establish a wetland mitigation area that is within the State of Michigan and that 

is in accordance with the provisions of Part 303, Wetlands Protection, of the Natural Resources and 

Environmental Protection Act, 1994 PA 451, as amended, and the administrative rules promulgated 

thereunder.  The Principal is required by law to provide, as part of the Permit, a Surety Bond to 

guarantee compliance with conditions specified within the aforementioned Permit.   

NOW, THEREFORE, the conditions of this obligation are such that in the event that the EGLE-

WRD, in accordance with the provisions of Part 303 and the administrative rules promulgated 

thereunder, issues a violation notice or other order indicating that the Principal has failed to comply 

with the requirements of the Permit, the EGLE-WRD shall have recourse to the rights created under 

this Surety Bond.  The Principal shall perform the wetland mitigation as required by the Permit, take 

corrective action in accordance with the violation notice or order of the EGLE-WRD, or the Surety 

shall make payment guaranteed by this Surety Bond.  These funds shall allow the EGLE-WRD to 

construct and monitor the required wetland mitigation or initiate corrective actions to complete the 

mitigation in accordance with the terms and conditions of the Permit.  

Should the EGLE-WRD determine that completion of the approved wetland mitigation plan is not 

feasible or is impractical, the EGLE-WRD reserves the right to use the funds to implement wetland 

mitigation through any of the following options:  (1) acquisition of approved credits from a wetland 

mitigation bank, established under R 281.951 et seq., (2) restoration of previously existing wetlands, 

(3) creation of new wetlands, or (4) preservation of existing wetlands at an alternative location. 

Partial drawings are permitted.  This original bond must be submitted to us together with any 

drawings hereunder for our endorsement of any payments by us and/or for cancellation. 
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The liability of the Surety shall not be discharged by any payment or succession of payments 

hereunder, unless and until such payment or payments shall amount in the aggregate to the penal sum 

of the Surety Bond, but in no event shall the obligation of the Surety hereunder exceed the amount of 

said penal sum. 

The Surety Bond shall be, and continue to be, in force for a minimum of one (1) year, but such 

expiration date shall be automatically extended for periods of one year, unless, not less than 90 days 

before the current expiration date, we notify both the EGLE-WRD and the Principal by certified mail of 

our decision not to extend the current expiration date.  We agree that the 90-day period shall begin on 

the date when both you and the Principal have received the notice, as evidenced by the return receipts.  

If the Principal does not extend the expiration date of the Surety Bond or establish alternate financial 

assurance within 30 days after receipt of an expiration or cancellation notice by the Surety, the EGLE-

WRD may draw on the Surety Bond. 

The Principal may terminate this Surety Bond by sending written notice to the Surety, provided, 

however, that no such notice shall become effective until the Surety receives written authorization for 

termination of the Surety Bond from the EGLE-WRD. 

We certify that we, the Surety company issuing the Bond, at a minimum, are among those listed as 

acceptable sureties on federal bonds in Circular 570 of the U.S. Department of Treasury. 

The following signatures certify that we are authorized to execute this Surety Bond on behalf of the 

Principal and the Surety and that the wording of this Surety Bond is identical to the wording provided 

by the EGLE-WRD, as of the date shown immediately below. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we, the Principal and the Surety, have executed this Surety Bond, affixed 

our seals, and attached the justification or power of attorney as of the day and date first above written. 

         
Principal 

By:          

         

Surety 

By:          

Authorized Agent and Attorney in Fact 

         

Address of Surety 

         

Phone Number 

         

Date  



Michigan.gov/EGLE Page 3 of 3 EQP4521 (Rev. 04/2024) 

When completed, send the original bond to: 

State of Michigan  

Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy 

Water Resources Division 

Administration Section, Finance Unit 

525 West Allegan, 3rd Floor South 

Lansing, Michigan 48933 

If you need this information in an alternate format, contact EGLE-Accessibility@Michigan.gov 

or call 800-662-9278. 

EGLE does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, religion, age, national origin, color, 

marital status, disability, political beliefs, height, weight, genetic information, or sexual 

orientation in the administration of any of its program or activities, and prohibits intimidation and 

retaliation, as required by applicable laws and regulations. Questions or concerns should be 

directed to the Nondiscrimination Compliance Coordinator at  

EGLE-NondiscriminationCC@Michigan.gov or 517-249-0906. 

This form and its contents are subject to the Freedom of Information Act and may be released 

to the public. 

mailto:EGLE-Accessibility@Michigan.gov
mailto:EGLE-NondiscriminationCC@Michigan.gov


MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT, GREAT LAKES, AND ENERGY
WATER RESOURCES DIVISION

PERMIT

Issued To:

Steve Schroeder
City of Big Rapids
21325 18 Mile Road
Big Rapids, Michigan 49307

Permit No: WRP045364 v.1
Submission No.: HQA-Q7V2-TBNRG
Site Name: 54 -RQB Roben-Hood Airport
Issued: DRAFT
Revised:
Expires: DRAFT

This permit is being issued by the Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy 
(EGLE), Water Resources Division, under the provisions of the Natural Resources and Environmental 
Protection Act, 1994 PA 451, as amended (NREPA); specifically:

 Part 301, Inland Lakes and Streams  Part 323, Shorelands Protection and Management
 Part 303, Wetlands Protection  Part 325, Great Lakes Submerged Lands
 Part 315, Dam Safety  Part 353, Sand Dunes Protection and Management
 Part 31, Water Resources Protection (Floodplain Regulatory Authority)

EGLE certifies that the activities authorized under this permit are in compliance with the State Coastal 
Zone Management Program and certifies without conditions under the Federal Clean Water Act, 
Section 401 that the discharge from the activities authorized under this permit will comply with 
Michigan’s water quality requirements in Part 31, Water Resources Protection, of the NREPA and 
associated administrative rules, where applicable.

Permission is hereby granted, based on permittee assurance of adherence to State of Michigan 
requirements and permit conditions, to:

Authorized Activity:
Extend Runway 9/27 (10/28), an additional 700 feet west. As part of the runway 
extension, dredge 5,722 cubic yards and place 17,759 cubic yards of fill in adjacent 
wetlands, impacting 0.22 acres of emergent wetland and 0.909 acres of scrub-shrub 
wetland. 

Waterbody Affected: Adjacent wetlands
Property Location: Mecosta County, Big Rapids Township, Town/Range/Section 15N10W04 
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Authority granted by this permit is subject to the following limitations:
A. Initiation of any work on the permitted project confirms the permittee's acceptance and agreement 

to comply with all terms and conditions of this permit.
B. The permittee, in exercising the authority granted by this permit, shall not cause unlawful pollution 

as defined by Part 31 of the NREPA.
C. This permit shall be kept at the site of the work and available for inspection at all times during the 

duration of the project or until its date of expiration.
D. All work shall be completed in accordance with the approved plans and specifications submitted 

with the application and/or plans and specifications attached to this permit.
E. No attempt shall be made by the permittee to forbid the full and free use by the public of public 

waters at or adjacent to the structure or work approved.
F. It is made a requirement of this permit that the permittee give notice to public utilities in 

accordance with 2013 PA 174 (Act 174) and comply with each of the requirements of Act 174.
G. This permit does not convey property rights in either real estate or material, nor does it authorize 

any injury to private property or invasion of public or private rights, nor does it waive the necessity 
of seeking federal assent, all local permits, or complying with other state statutes.

H. This permit does not prejudice or limit the right of a riparian owner or other person to institute 
proceedings in any circuit court of this state when necessary to protect his rights.

I. Permittee shall notify EGLE within one week after the completion of the activity authorized by this 
permit.

J. This permit shall not be assigned or transferred without the written approval of EGLE.
K. Failure to comply with conditions of this permit may subject the permittee to revocation of permit 

and criminal and/or civil action as cited by the specific state act, federal act, and/or rule under 
which this permit is granted.

L. All dredged or excavated materials shall be disposed of in an upland site (outside of floodplains, 
unless exempt under Part 31 of the NREPA, and wetlands).

M. In issuing this permit, EGLE has relied on the information and data that the permittee has provided 
in connection with the submitted application for permit.  If, subsequent to the issuance of a permit, 
such information and data prove to be false, incomplete, or inaccurate, EGLE may modify, revoke, 
or suspend the permit, in whole or in part, in accordance with the new information.

N. The permittee shall indemnify and hold harmless the State of Michigan and its departments, 
agencies, officials, employees, agents, and representatives for any and all claims or causes of 
action arising from acts or omissions of the permittee, or employees, agents, or representative of 
the permittee, undertaken in connection with this permit.  The permittee's obligation to indemnify 
the State of Michigan applies only if the state: (1) provides the permittee or its designated 
representative with a written notice of the claim or cause of action within 30 days after it is 
received by the state, and (2) consents to the permittee's participation in the proceeding on the 
claim or cause of action.  It does not apply to contested case proceedings under the 
Administrative Procedures Act, 1969 PA 306, as amended, challenging the permit.  This permit 
shall not be construed as an indemnity by the State of Michigan for the benefit of the permittee or 
any other person.

O. Noncompliance with these terms and conditions and/or the initiation of other regulated activities 
not specifically authorized shall be cause for the modification, suspension, or revocation of this 
permit, in whole or in part.  Further, EGLE may initiate criminal and/or civil proceedings as may be 
deemed necessary to correct project deficiencies, protect natural resource values, and secure 
compliance with statutes.

P. If any change or deviation from the permitted activity becomes necessary, the permittee shall 
request, in writing, a revision of the permitted activity from EGLE.  Such revision request shall 
include complete documentation supporting the modification and revised plans detailing the 
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proposed modification.  Proposed modifications must be approved, in writing, by EGLE prior to 
implementation.

Q. This permit may be transferred to another person upon written approval of EGLE.  The permittee 
must submit a written request to EGLE to transfer the permit to the new owner.  The new owner 
must also submit a written request to EGLE to accept transfer.  The new owner must agree, in 
writing, to accept all conditions of the permit.  A single letter signed by both parties that includes 
all the above information may be provided to EGLE.  EGLE will review the request and, if 
approved, will provide written notification to the new owner.

R. Prior to initiating permitted construction, the permittee is required to provide a copy of the permit to 
the contractor(s) for review.  The property owner, contractor(s), and any agent involved in 
exercising the permit are held responsible to ensure that the project is constructed in accordance 
with all drawings and specifications.  The contractor is required to provide a copy of the permit to 
all subcontractors doing work authorized by the permit.

S. Construction must be undertaken and completed during the dry period of the wetland.  If the area 
does not dry out, construction shall be done on equipment mats to prevent compaction of the soil.

T. Authority granted by this permit does not waive permit requirements under Part 91, Soil Erosion 
and Sedimentation Control, of the NREPA, or the need to acquire applicable permits from the 
County Enforcing Agent (CEA).

U. Authority granted by this permit does not waive permit requirements under the authority of Part 
305, Natural Rivers, of the NREPA.  A Natural Rivers Zoning Permit may be required for 
construction, land alteration, streambank stabilization, or vegetation removal along or near a 
natural river.

V. The permittee is cautioned that grade changes resulting in increased runoff onto adjacent property 
are subject to civil damage litigation.

W. Unless specifically stated in this permit, construction pads, haul roads, temporary structures, or 
other structural appurtenances to be placed in a wetland or on bottomland of the water body are 
not authorized and shall not be constructed unless authorized by a separate permit or permit 
revision granted in accordance with the applicable law.

X. For projects with potential impacts to fish spawning or migration, no work shall occur within fish 
spawning or migration timelines (i.e., windows) unless otherwise approved in writing by the 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources, Fisheries Division.

Y. Work to be done under authority of this permit is further subject to the following special 
instructions and specifications:

1. Authority granted by this permit does not waive compliance requirements under Part 91, Soil 
Erosion and Sedimentation Control, of the NREPA. Any discharge of sediment into waters of 
the state and/or off the road right-of-way is a violation of this permit, Part 91, and Part 31, 
Water Resources Protection, of the NREPA. A violation of these parts subjects the permittee to 
potential fines and penalties.

2. This permit does not authorize or sanction work that has been completed in violation of 
applicable federal, state, or local statutes.

3. The permittee is responsible for acquiring all necessary easements or rights-of-way before 
commencing any work authorized by this permit. All construction operations relating to or part 
of this project shall be confined to the existing right-of-way limits or other acquired easements.

4. Temporary soil erosion and sedimentation control measures shall be installed before or upon 
commencement of the earth change and shall be maintained daily. Temporary soil erosion and 
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sedimentation control measures shall be maintained until permanent soil erosion and 
sedimentation control measures are in place and the area is stabilized. Permanent soil erosion 
and sedimentation control measures for all slopes, channels, ditches, or any disturbed area 
shall be installed within five (5) calendar days after final grading, or the final earth change has 
been completed.

5. Prior to the start of construction, all adjacent non-work wetland areas shall be protected by 
properly trenched sedimentation barrier to prevent sediment from entering the wetland.  
Orange construction fencing shall be installed as needed to prohibit construction personnel 
and equipment from entering or performing work in these areas.  Fence shall be maintained 
daily throughout the construction process.  Upon project completion, the accumulated 
materials shall be removed and disposed of at an upland site, the sedimentation barrier shall 
then be removed in its entirety and the area restored to its original configuration and cover.

6. All raw areas in uplands resulting from the permitted construction activity shall be effectively 
stabilized with sod and/or seed and mulch (or other technology specified by this permit or 
project plans) in a sufficient quantity and manner to prevent erosion and any potential siltation 
to surface waters or wetlands. Temporary stabilization measures shall be installed before or 
upon commencement of the permitted activity and shall be maintained until permanent 
measures are in place. Permanent measures shall be in place within five (5) days of achieving 
final grade.

7. All raw earth within 100 feet of a lake, stream, or wetland that is not brought to final 
stabilization by the end of the active growing season shall be temporarily stabilized with mulch 
blankets in accordance with the following dates: September 20th for the Upper Peninsula, 
October 1st for the Lower Peninsula north of US-10, and October 10th for the Lower Peninsula 
south of US-10

8. This permit placard shall be kept posted at the work site, in a prominent location at all times for 
the duration of the project, or until permit expiration.

9. This permit is being issued for the maximum time allowed and no extensions of this permit will 
be granted. Initiation of the construction work authorized by this permit indicates the 
permittee’s acceptance of this condition. The permit, when signed by EGLE, will be for a five-
year period beginning at the date of issuance. If the project is not completed by the expiration 
date, a new permit must be sought.

10.All dredge/excavated spoils including organic and inorganic soils, vegetation, and other 
material removed shall be placed on upland (non-wetland, non-floodplain or non-bottomland), 
prepared for stabilization, revegetated and reseeded with native Michigan species appropriate 
to the site, and mulched in such a manner so as to prevent and ensure against erosion of any 
material into any waterbody, wetland, or floodplain.

11.All fill/backfill shall consist of clean inert material that will not cause siltation nor contain soluble 
chemicals, organic matter, pollutants, or contaminants.  All fill shall be contained in such a 
manner so as not to erode into any surface water, floodplain, or wetland.  

12. If the project, or any portion of the project, is stopped and lies incomplete for any length of time 
other than that encountered in a normal work week, every precaution shall be taken to protect 
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the incomplete work from erosion, including the placement of temporary gravel bag riprap, 
temporary seed and mulch, or other acceptable temporary protection.

13. Issuance of this permit is contingent upon the effect determinations to federally listed 
threatened and endangered species, as can be found within the United States Fish and 
Wildlife Service (USFWS) “All Species Michigan Determination Key” verification letter provided 
with the permit application and supplementary documents approved by USFWS staff. The 
permittee is responsible for adhering to all of the agreed-upon conservation measures listed 
within the verification letter and supporting documents.

14.The permittee and contractors shall take steps to minimize the risk of spreading terrestrial and 
aquatic invasive species during this project where feasible, including:

a. Visually inspecting footwear (boots, hip-boots, and waders), and removing and properly 
disposing of any plants or mud.

b. Visually inspecting field equipment (nets, shovels, rakes, etc.) and vehicles, and 
removing and properly disposing of any plants and mud.

c. Draining all water from vehicles and equipment prior to leaving the site and before 
entering a new waterbody.

d. Thoroughly drying equipment (5-7 days, if possible) between sites, when possible.
e. Disinfecting vehicles and equipment between sites (e.g. diluted bleach solution, heated 

pressure washer), when possible.  Disinfection shall be conducted away from surface 
waters, where the disinfecting solution will not enter any storm sewers and/or surface 
waters. 

f. Typical diluted bleach solution treatment is one half cup (4 fluid ounces) bleach to 5 
gallons of water, applied by spraying or sponge so that the surface is thoroughly 
exposed to bleach solution for 10 minutes.  

g. Typical heated pressure wash is 140⁰F water temperature, sprayed for 5-10 seconds.  
h. Thoroughly washing vehicles and boats between sites (e.g. drive-through car wash).
i. Using only native plants and seed for restorations and best management practices.
j. If invasive aquatic or terrestrial plants are removed from a site, the permittee will take 

steps to minimize the spread of these species.  Dispose of invasive plant material by 
bagging and transporting to a landfill, composting, or burning, as appropriate and in 
compliance with local and state laws. 

A “Watch List” of Michigan’s high priority aquatic invasive species along with how to report 
sightings can be found at https://www.michigan.gov/invasives/id-report/watchlist 

15.The permittee shall, as a primary condition of this permit, mitigate the loss of 1.13 acres 
of wetland, consisting of 0.22 acres of emergent wetland and 0.91 acres of scrub-shrub 
wetland, by acquiring 0.33 acres of emergent wetland and 1.36 acres of scrub-shrub 
wetland from an approved bank site in the Muskegon Watershed.  The permittee has 
provided a surety bond in the amount of $200,000 to ensure that the mitigation banking 
credits will be purchased once available.  The permittee shall submit documentation of 
credit acquisition to EGLE prior to the release of the financial assurance.

https://www.michigan.gov/invasives/id-report/watchlist
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16.To satisfy permit requirements for WRP044477, the permittee shall mitigate the conversion of 
0.12 acres of forested wetland to emergent wetland with the acquisition of 0.12 acres of 
forested wetland credits from an approved bank site in the Muskegon Watershed. 

Issued By:
Benjamin Johnson
Transportation Review Unit
Water Resources Division
616-295-2787

THIS PERMIT MUST BE SIGNED BY THE PERMITTEE TO BE VALID.

I hereby assure that I have read, am familiar with, and agree to adhere to the terms and conditions of 
this permit.

Permittee Signature Date

cc: Big Rapids Township Clerk
Mecosta County Drain Commissioner
Mecosta County CEA
Melanie Burdick, EPA
Michael Pennington, EGLE
Riley Walsh, EGLE
James Watling, EGLE
William Ballard, Mead & Hunt
Mark Tonello, DNR



This notice must be displayed at the site of work.
Laminating this notice or utilizing sheet protectors is recommended.

Please refer to the above permit number with any questions or concerns.

NOTICE OF AUTHORIZATION
Permit Number:  WRP045364 v. 1 Date Issued: DRAFT
Site Name: 54 -RQB Roben-Hood Airport Expiration Date: DRAFT

The Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE), Water Resources 
Division, P.O. Box 30458, Lansing, Michigan 48909-7958, under provisions of the Natural Resources 
and Environmental Protection Act, 1994 PA 451, as amended; specifically:

 Part 31, Floodplain Regulatory Authority of the Water Resources Protection.
 Part 301, Inland Lakes and Streams.
 Part 303, Wetlands Protection.
 Part 315, Dam Safety.
 Part 323, Shorelands Protection and Management.
 Part 325, Great Lakes Submerged Lands.
 Part 353, Sand Dunes Protection and Management.

Authorized activity:
Extend Runway 9/27 (10/28), an additional 700 feet west. As part of the runway 
extension, dredge 5,722 cubic yards and place 17,759 cubic yards of fill in 
adjacent wetlands, impacting 0.22 acres of emergent wetland and 0.909 acres of 
scrub-shrub wetland.

To be conducted at property located in: Mecosta County, Waterbody:  adjacent wetlands
Section 04, Town 15N, Range 10W, Big Rapids Township

Permittee: 
Steve Schroeder
City of Big Rapids
21325 18 Mile Road
Big Rapids, Michigan 49307

Issued By:
Benjamin Johnson
Transportation Review Unit
Water Resources Division
616-295-2787



WETLAND MITIGATION BANK CREDIT PURCHASE AGREEMENT 
FOR 

MUSKEGON WETLAND MITIGATION BANK 
 

Organization: City of Big Rapids 

Address: 226 North Michigan Avenue, Big Rapids, MI 49307 
 
     Contact: Steve Schroeder 

Email: sschroeder@bigrapidsdps.org  

Phone: 231-679-1583 

 

Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE), Water Resources Division 

District Office: Transportation Review Unit 

Address: P.O. Box 30458, Lansing Mi 48909 

Contact: Ben Johnson, JohnsonB67@michigan.gov , 616-295-2787   

Submission Number:  HQA-Q7V2-TBNRG 
 

Project Name: 54-RQB- Roben-Hood Airport 

  Impact Location: T15N, R10W, S04, Big Rapids Twp, Mecosta County 

    Impact Wetland type: PEM, PSS, and PFO conversion 

    Replacement Ratio: 1.5:1 and 1:1 

CREDITS TO BE PURCHASED 

 Credit type: Acreage: Purchase price:  

 Palustrine Forested 1.81 $110,000/acre  

    

 Total: $199,100  

PURCHASER 

PERMITTING AGENCY 

WETLAND IMPACT INFORMATION 

mailto:sschroeder@bigrapidsdps.org
mailto:JohnsonB67@michigan.gov


By signing below the parties certify they are authorized to act on behalf of their organizations, and have 
executed this Agreement as of the date set forth below. 

If a permit is not acquired from the EGLE this agreement is null and void. 
 

 
Muskegon Wetland Mitigation Bank, Sponsor 

 
 

 

Signature of Representative, Chad Crandell Date 
 

 
Purchaser 

 
 

 

Authorized Agent Date 
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