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City of Burlingame

Meeting Minutes

Planning Commission

7:00 PM OnlineMonday, August 22, 2022

b. 1200-1340 Bayshore Highway, zoned BFC - Environmental Scoping to solicit input on a 

Notice of Preparation (NOP) for an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for redevelopment 

of a 12 acre site with three, 11-story life science/office buildings totaling 1.46 million 

square feet with two, 10-story parking structures each with two levels of below grade 

parking. (DivcoWest, Burlingame Venture LLC, applicant and property owner; WRNS 

Studio, architect) (31 noticed)  Staff Contact: Kelly Beggs/Catherine Keylon

All Commissioners have visited the project site. Senior Planner Keylon provided an overview of the staff 

report.

Chair Gaul opened the public hearing.

Seth Bland and Virginia Calkins, represented the applicant and answered questions regarding the project.

Public Comments:

> Leslie Flint: I'm a member of Sequoia Audubon Society which is the San Mateo County chapter of the 

National Audubon Society. We have approximately 1,400 members in San Mateo County. I wanted to 

speak about two issues; one is dealing with bird safety building practices. I wanted to mention that there

are 136 species of birds that have been documented along the Bay Trail in Burlingame. Most during the 

winter months and during the spring and fall migration. It's to be noted that birds attempt to reach shelter,

food and migratory paths through reflected glass and it has been shown that over 100 million birds die 

annually from striking buildings with reflective transparent materials that cause collisions. I’m looking at 

the plans for these buildings and you do have a plan for treated and untreated glass on the surfaces . 

However, it wasn't exactly clear what the proportions would be. And so, it would be important to perhaps 

engage a qualified ornithologist to help you figure out how best to achieve bird friendly design as

Burlingame’s General Plan has indicated. One of the agencies that Burlingame has suggested to other 

developers look at as guidance is the San Francisco’s bird safe standards and they require no more than 

ten percent of untreated glazing beginning at the grade and upwards for 60 feet. This project seems to 

have a lot more than ten percent glass but it's not clear how much so, it would be good to have that 

defined. I would also like to see more stringent requirements for those areas facing the Bay and Easton 

Creek. The second is lighting. I know you've talked about lighting in the last project you've discussed but

it's important for birds because they are attracted to light at night. I did notice you did indicate downward

facing lighting on the outside of the building which is good, but we would encourage you to have this

building lights out program from dusk or 10:00 p.m. to dawn, having window blinds in areas requiring light 

at night and motion sensors to light only areas being actively used at night. Those are my suggestions

and I encourage you to take a look at whatever cities in the bay area have done for bird safe building

practices. Thank you.

> Geta Dev: Good evening, I’m with the Sierra Club Loma Prieta chapter. I also wanted to bring up some 

impacts that I hope the EIR can look into. These might be a bit unusual, but from the aesthetic point of

view, I would like to be reassured about the parking garages that are blocking views of the Bay. I'm 

wondering if there's something that can be done to make them not as offensive as they might end up

being? I don't think when we envisioned additional buildings along the Bayfront that we envisioned 

multi-story parking garages. So I’m wondering if there's a way the parking garages can be treated so they 

present more green surfaces, that they are not lit at night and they only light up when somebody moves
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through them. It also brings up the issue of complete streets and bike lanes. This is yet another example 

of why it is important that Bayshore become a complete street for all the buildings that are going to go up 

along here. Another item I would like to bring up once again is the BSL levels. There are safety issues in 

the biological section, these are extremely sensitive habitats along the Bay. In the event of liquefaction 

and seismic events, this is all on uncompacted bay fill, the building structures can fail and certainly the 

buried infrastructure can fail. If we have BSL-3 where we have extremely infectious airborne diseases such 

as anthrax for example. If the systems were to fail and we don't have positive pressure, then these are 

extremely important emergencies that we need to plan for.  Therefore, once again, transparency for the 

biosafety levels of the laboratories that are incorporated is really important for all of us. The third item is 

the trees. From an environmental point of view, for the bird safety, it's important not to have trees along 

the Bayfront where predators can perch while birds are feeding. So I just urge you in your landscape 

design to look at the environmental impact of putting all those trees along the waterfront. And lastly, I ’m 

somewhat concerned, I realized you have talked to the Sierra Club about the one hundred foot setback 

and I’m concerned I don't really see the extent of the ecotone levies on the bay shore side of the levies, so 

I’m wondering about the natural adaptation. Thank you.

>   Public comment sent via email by Jane: Burlingame resident for 35 years. EGADS!! No, No, No to 

the proposed development of 1.5 million square feet of new building at the intersection of Broadway, 

Highway 101, and Bayshore Highway. Eleven and ten story buildings. Are you crazy to allow this to even 

be in review? We went thru this at the new Facebook development and it is still too big at 6 stories. 

Please, please, please consider our community and not the tax dollars. The City of Burlingame does not 

need this huge development for some of the following reasons: 

Traffic, Traffic, Traffic - Broadway is already too busy and we will never be able to handle the traffic from 

the scale of this development.

Utilities - Where is all the water, sewer, electric, etcetera going to come from? We are in a drought and do 

not have enough now to meet our needs. The sewer treatment plant is at capacity and sometimes flows 

into the Bay. This is going to aggravate the problem. 

Environmental - Impacts to the Bay and beyond with more carbon emissions, Bay pollution from all the 

activity, cars and people at this development. Damage to the creek flows that drain into the Bay through 

this site at two locations. These creeks should be opened up and expanded as environmental features not 

buried in the concrete. 

Earthquake Impacts - This area is all landfill and we know what happened in 1989 when the Hyatt crashed 

into the lobby of the hotel. The area is sinking and no more development of this scope will only make it 

worse. 

Scenic - Views will be obstructed of the Bay for many, many folks.

Community Character - The scale and scope of this development is not in keeping with the character for 

the City of Burlingame. It will only be a modern monstrosity that will deflect from the historic character of 

our community. Please do not approve this development. The City of Burlingame does not need this 

project now or ever! Thank you. 

>   Public comment sent via email by Robert Mead: Please do not approve this project. The city of 

Burlingame and surrounding areas do not have available housing for the workers that would be employed 

there.  Furthermore, this will aggravate the traffic jams on highway 101. We already have the new 500,000 

sq ft Facebook development at Coyote Point to somehow accommodate. Burlingame doesn't need this.  It 

needs to be located in an area where reasonably priced housing can be provided and the associated 

traffic won't be a problem. Build some housing there instead. Thank you for listening.

>   Public comment sent via email by Mark Goan: May I start off by saying I think this is a very well 

designed and beneficial project for the city. One concern I have that I ’d like to see the EIR address is the 

integration of solar/renewables. Looking at the renderings I don’t see any obvious solar installation. I’d like 

the project to possibly consider shaded solar on the parking garages such as the city of Millbrae 

Alexandria life sciences campus project is having installed. I feel if we are to really embrace these 

projects and there benefits it is only right where possible we try and offset the demand on the electricity 

grid. Thanks.
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>   Public comment sent via email by Joan Renson: Greetings, I just want to voice my opinion on this 

huge proposed new building at the Bayfront at Broadway. I say “NO” to this building and I just have a few 

reasons: That area is already heavily congested and a mess at peak commute times, and this building will 

just put it over the top. The current infrastructure does not support this size of a building at this location . 

The Train Tracks at Broadway are a joke and already and I can ’t even imagine the traffic at lunch time if 

anyone from this building wants to go to lunch. Broadway can ’t take this kind of traffic, car or people.  

There are also multiple buildings proposed for that road down the street anyway.

Burlingame is not geared for such fast big building development and we just don ’t want to lose our town to 

these big developers who don’t care a less about the rest of us who have to live and get around here.

If we already do not have enough water for the current population, we certainly do not have the extra water 

to accommodate this buildings needs not to mention the load this will put on our sewer system.

Taking it down to 3 stories would be a much better idea for this location

No, No, No, No, No and No thank you!

>   Public comment sent via email by Athan Rebelos: As I mentioned earlier tonight, I ’m excited about 

the new development along Bayshore Highway. My asks for this project are similar but more significant 

than those for item 9A. Because of its location and scale, I expect lots of engaging outdoor space. Many 

large-scale public arts and publicly accessible amenities for community meetings, a cafe, and a 

full-service restaurant - bar. This development will displace some well-known and loved Burlingame 

businesses, and I ask that they be provided an opportunity to reopen at this new development. This 

location is reachable by pedestrians and bicyclists from the Broadway Caltrain Station, the shopping and 

dining district, and the surrounding neighborhoods. We need attractive, pedestrian -scale lighting and wide 

sidewalks with shade trees along the street (uplit trees would be great). The developer should submit a 

proposed plan to encourage bicycles with protected bicycle facilities. Of course, I strongly encourage a 

method for enhanced shuttle service between the facility, the Caltrain Stations, Broadway, and Burlingame 

Ave. Thank you.

>   Public comment sent via email by Nina Goodale: Thank you Commissioners for this opportunity to 

participate. I’m a Sierra Club Loma Prieta Chapter member involved in environmental conservation as a 

vital way for all to enjoy nature. It’s great that the Bayfront Commercial zoning district includes as its 

purpose the enjoyment of nature and public access to the bay.  In that regard, I ’d like to note that the 

applicant met with a number of us some time ago and expressed a willingness to collaborate to protect 

the wetlands ecosystem by eliminating the bridge shown as Site Feature 4 in Volume 2 of the project 

design plans.  Perhaps the fact that this bridge remains in the current project plans is simply an oversight . 

Therefore, it would be great to see this bridge eliminated as an essential environmental protection and 

conservation measure. Thanks again for your consideration and dedicated public service.

>   Public comment sent via email by Zack: Hello Commissioners, I am excited about the 

enhancements to the bay trail. The area is already one of my favorite parts of our city and I love the new 

public spaces. A few things stick out about the 1200-1340 Bayshore project: Parking; 2 10-story parking 

garages seems excessive for how much office space there is. I'm not sure what the standard ratio is, but 

this is a lot of space right next to our beautiful bay trail being used for car storage. This location is very 

close to Broadway station, which already has a commute.org shuttle stop from Millbrae. Maybe some of 

the money going towards parking can instead go towards increased service for another shuttle from 

Millbrae? Or perhaps they can share some parking with the nearby hotels. Bay Trail Maintenance;

More people enjoying the Bay Trail is certainly a good problem, but I think it would be a small drop in the 

bucket for the developer to help this financially and would go a long way for our city.

This project specifically is right on a patch of the bay trail with a discontinuation of the trail where some 

improvements could be made. Jobs/Housing Imbalance: These projects are adding a lot of high-paying 

jobs to our area and increasing demand for housing in an area without considering how it will affect the 

already-worsening housing affordability crisis. I understand we can't currently build residences on east of 

101, but think we need to address housing supply as we're adding demand for housing. Thank you for your 

time.
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Chair Gaul closed the public hearing.

Commission Discussion/Direction:

> Study impacts on creek habitat, design to reflect and mitigate any impacts.

> Regarding traffic, look at impacts on Broadway, consider connection to Bayside Park if that will just 

be on the surface or a pedestrian walkway/bridge and incorporate this into TIA.

> Concerned about the water demand of the building. Study if we have adequate water allocation for a 

project of this size. 

> I would find it important to look into the liquefaction risk given that this is fill. I would like to know 

about the wind effect. These are really tall buildings, so the wind effect generally and then on the 

recreational area, a few people asked me specifically about the baseball field, how the wind patterns 

might or might not affect the baseball games or whatever is happening over there. I would also like to ask 

about the view corridor. The plans show view corridors as they look towards the Bay, I ’m wondering, isn't 

there a study of the view from the Bay to the mountain and the opposite direction. So I would find that 

important because I think there's blockage there more than what we have now. 

> I see there's historical and cultural in the vicinity of Broadway, there was a Chinese fishing village, 

probably some Indian fishing villages there and there are documents from the county, if the applicant 

would like to have a reference. I think that would be important and perhaps something should be called 

out in your project if it goes ahead that these activities happened there. Additionally, there is a Hyatt 

theater and around, the building probably would no longer qualify as historic because it has been changed 

a lot but it should be looked into. It's cultural, it has the same importance as an architect, and it was an 

effort to bring some culture and activity to Burlingame in the Peninsula and sort of a trend of having 

something available to tourist from SFO and at the time we didn't have much around here in the way of 

restaurants and entertainment, so I would like that at least looked into. 

> I understand, we're not supposed to talk about parking but there's a crossover. There are 20 spots 

called out for Bay Trail visitors. I'm not understanding how the flow and everything will work. I don't want to 

go the wrong direction on that. 

> Shadow patterns. These are very large buildings and they are close to the trails that you are 

completing and so I wanted to ask what those patterns are exactly during the day? 

> I see that you're suggesting some benefits, which we're not talking about that right now, but it 

mentions that this is a phased project. So I ’m curious with the things that you're planning, how does that 

work in a phased project, if it's taking three years to complete this, is there a way to phase it so we get 

some benefits, to have a real program in the case that this would only be partially realized. I don't know if 

that's right way to put it, but thank you for being patient with my questions.

> I would like to include, if there will be piles driven on this project or how the foundation is going to be 

done. I remember at the Facebook project, I got comments from the neighbors businesses about how 

long that had been going on, so if we can look at that.

> Gardiner: There is one thing I want to mention for the public, this will come back for design review at a 

later date and ultimately for action when the EIR is completed. We do want to emphasize that we're in the 

midst of a comment period for the EIR. That comment period ends on September 12th at 5:00 p.m. So, if 

people do want to submit comments related to the EIR scope, they have up until 5:00 p.m. on September 

12th. Information can be found in the staff report as well as on the project page on the city's website.

> Spansail: Director Gardiner, just to add to that, this is the comment period for the NOP, the Notice of 

Preparation, and there will be an additional public comment period when the draft EIR comes out. 

> Gardiner: Important to clarify that the EIR hasn't been produced yet.
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August 29, 2022 
 
Catherine Keylon, Senior Planner 
Planning Division, Community Development Department 
City of Burlingame 
501 Primrose Rd, Burlingame, CA 94010 
 
RE: Peninsula Crossing Project – Project Application with Updated Applicant and Property 
Owner Information  
 
Dear Ms. Keylon, 
 
I am writing to update  the Project Application form for the Peninsula Crossing Project located at 
1200-1340 Old Bayshore Highway (the “Project”) to correct the entity names for both the owner 
and applicant.  The Project is owned by three related but legally separate entities, and each 
should be identified as a co-applicant.  The original application incorrectly identified DW 
Burlingame Venture, LLC as both the applicant and landowner.  Enclosed with this letter is a 
completed and signed Project Application form by each owner, which we request be used to 
replace the original submittal.  Further, as this is a clerical correction, we request that the original 
submittal date be retained. 

 
If you have any questions, please feel to contact me at -
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City of Burlingame 
Special Permit Application – Building Height 

 

The Planning Commission is required by law to make findings as defined by the City’s Ordinance (Chapter 
25.78).  Your answers to the following questions can assist the Planning Commission in making the 
decision as to whether the findings can be made for your request.  Refer to the end of this form for 
assistance with these questions. 
 
1. Explain how the proposed modification to standards respects and preserves the character of the 

neighborhood in which the project is located. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Explain how the proposed modification to standards results in a project that is designed and 

arranged to provide adequate consideration to ensure the public health, safety, and general 
welfare, and to prevent adverse effects on neighboring properties. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Explain how the additional development capacity is consistent with General Plan goals and 

policies. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The proposed project includes 5 new structures (3 office/life science buildings, 2 parking garages) and new sitework and landscaping 
for the entirety of the site around the buildings.  The new office buildings are generally consistent with large hotels and commercial 
buildings in the neighborhood. They are somewhat taller than nearby structures, but their massing and scale is broken down to be 
similar to the frontage widths of surrounding buildings.  Buildings are rotated on the site so their broad faces are perpendicular to Old 
Bayshore Highway, resulting in an increase in pedestrian view corridor width toward the bay, compared to existing conditions.  Each 
of the buildings is also subdivided into several distinct massing "segments" with architectural reveals, plane changes, and balconies 
separating one massing segment from the next.  The spacing between buildings is such that sunlight hits the ground for a substantial 
area between buildings for much of the year.  The site design and landscaping includes a variety of public paths for both pedestrians 
and cyclists. 

 
The project is designed to increase public health, safety and general welfare compared to the existing conditions that the project will be replacing.  
The project includes robust sea level infrastructure, contributing to long term flood protection and sea level rise resiliency for the community at 
large. The project features an extensive network of pedestrian and bicycle improvements including a new Bay Trail segment, supporting recreation 
and health for visitors and residents. New and improved crosswalks over Old Bayshore Highway will benefit users of the property, but also 
adjacent users, visitors, and the broader public. In the public health category, the project will provide a central, dedicated indoor garbage, 
recycling and composting facility in each building, regularly serviced by building maintenance.  A comprehensive stormwater management plan will 
be provided as part of the project, balancing water that flows to the bay with water that flows into city infrastructure.  Water and sewer services 
will follow all applicable codes and regulations.  Any hazardous materials brought to the site as part of building operations will follow all applicable 
codes and regulations.  For public safety, the project will include approved automatic fire sprinkler and fire alarm systems and emergency 
responder radio communication systems.  Site lighting and site access will be dramatically improved with clear indications of pathways, directions 
to the bay trail, and signage throughout for intuitive wayfinding. 

Please see attached details on the project consistency with the General Plan.



1200-1340 Old Bayshore Highway – Special Use Permit, Project Consistency with 
the General Plan 

Explain how the additional development capacity is consistent with General Plan goals 
and policies 

The General Plan land use map designates the project site as Bayfront Commercial 
(BFC), which allows a maximum FAR of 3.0.  Permitted uses in the BFC designation 
include restaurants, retail, and higher intensity office uses.  Development in the BFC 
designation should prioritize public access to the waterfront.  The Bayfront 
neighborhood covers approximately 2.5 linear miles of frontage along the Bay.  It is 
characterized by the Bayfront, recreation and open space resources, office buildings, 
hotel, and restaurants that benefit from their proximity to San Francisco International 
Airport.  The vision for the Bayfront is to be a regional recreation and business 
destination, with industrial and office uses as preferred uses.  The Project’s uses are 
consistent with the BFC designation, with an average FAR of approximately 2.79 across 
the Project site, below the allowable 3.0 in the General Plan. 

The Project will make major contributions to City and regional efforts to combat sea 
level rise-related policies in the General Plan.  The Project has been designed to 
account for sea level rise, consistent with policies CC-6.7, CS-5.3, HP-5.10, IF-4.3.  It 
will maintain an adequate setback from the Bay, and building and shoreline 
infrastructure will have a sufficient elevation to account for future sea level rise 
conditions.  The Project also proposes a variety of major shoreline improvements to 
address sea level rise and flooding both on the project site and beyond, such as 
enhancing the existing tidal marsh, creating a “soft” or “living” shoreline where feasible, 
and the construction of earthen berms, sea walls, flood walls, and riprap slopes. 

The Project’s office space and life science uses are designed to be world-class facilities 
that will help transform the Bayfront neighborhood into a business destination and 
economic engine, increasing the number of local jobs and the fiscal impact of new 
business growth.  Specifically, the Project will advance economic development goals 
and policies, including Goal ED-1 to maintain a diversified economic base that provides 
a wide range of business and employment opportunities capable of ensuring a healthy 
and prosperous economy for generations to come.  The Project will further Policy ED-
1.1, which calls for the City to encourage development of new office, research, and 
technology spaces to diversify the types of businesses in Burlingame, specifically 
focusing on the Bayfront.  Similarly, the Project will support Policy ED-2.10, which seeks 
to position the Bayfront area as a location for larger office-based and research and 
development businesses as a complement to the hospitality business.  Consistent with 
Policy ED-1.6, the Project will provide numerous community benefits to the City, while 
also expanding the City’s economic base. 

The Project will construct a critical missing segment of the Bay Trail, creating 
continuous public access along the Bay from SFO to Redwood Shores, and will provide 
new and enhanced open spaces, increasing access to the Bay and recreation 
opportunities for all community members, consistent with Policies CC-5.4, HP-1.3, and 



HP-4.12.  The proposed landscaping for the Project is native, drought-resistant, climate 
appropriate, and sustainably designed, consistent with Policy IF-2.13.  Additionally, the 
Project has been designed to increase the pedestrian view corridor width toward the 
Bay, compared to existing conditions, consistent with Policy CC-6.1 regarding ensuring 
that new development preserves public views to the waterfront.  

The Project will include features and programs to advance the City’s transportation 
goals and policies, including a robust TDM program and increased shuttle system 
consistent with Goal M-5 and Policies CC-1.5, M-1.2, M-4.7, M-5.1, and M-8.2.  The 
project will develop local transit and bicycle connections consistent with Policy ED-2.3.  
The project will expand pedestrian and bicycle access to the Bayfront, including the 
extension of the Bay Trail, consistent with Policies CC-6.5, M-2.1, and M-14.2.  The 
Project also proposes intersection improvements that will increase pedestrian and 
bicycle safety, consistent with Policy M-1.3.  The project will provide wayfinding signage 
and support facilities for bicyclists, consistent with Policies M-3.5, M-3.6, and M-14.4.  
The project will provide electric vehicle parking spaces and infrastructure, consistent 
with Policy M-8.1. 
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City of Burlingame 
Special Permit Application – Community Benefits 

 

The Planning Commission is required by law to make findings as defined by the City’s Ordinance (Chapter 
25.78).  Your answers to the following questions can assist the Planning Commission in making the 
decision as to whether the findings can be made for your request.  Refer to the end of this form for 
assistance with these questions. 
 
A. Explain how the value of the community benefits provided is proportional to the value derived 

from the additional development capacity provided in Tiers 2 and 3. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
B. Explain how the additional development capacity will not pose adverse impacts on the public 

health, safety, and general welfare, nor on neighboring properties in particular. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
C. Explain how the additional development capacity is consistent with General Plan goals and 

policies. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The project includes a wide variety of community benefits including, but not limited to the following: a) Public 
plazas: open area for public use at the intersection of Airport Blvd. The area includes various seating options, an 
amphitheater, convenience outlets and water to support a wide variety of public programming; b) Park space: 
the project includes over 3.5 acres of public park with native species and a range of recreation options; c) 
off-site streetscape improvements including street trees and improved pedestrian and bicycle safety options 
along Old Bayshore Highway, the Bay trail, and throughout the site; d) Sea Level Rise infrastructure: the project 
includes 17' crest elevation berms and sea walls along the Bay and 16' crest elevation infrastructure along 
Easton creek, engineered to provide sea level rise protection with a 100 year time horizon.

The project proposes a density below the allowable density in the General Plan, which included 
environmental evaluation of the impacts of density on neighboring properties. Furthermore, the 
project proposes significant improvement to transportation infrastructure including reconfiguring 
of lanes and modified or new signal equipment at multiple intersections; new pedestrian 
crosswalks; new bike lane and sidewalk along Old Bayshore Highway; a new Bay Trail for bikes and 
pedestrians; and many new ancillary pathways. In addition, the project's sea level rise 
infrastructure contribute to flood protection and resilience on a regional scale. 

Please see attached document regarding General Plan consistency.
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General: 

Are the following items applicable to the project or its effects?  Provide attachment to explain nature of all 
items checked ‘yes’. 

Change in existing features of any bays, tidelands, beaches, or hills, or 
substantial alteration of ground contours. 

Change in scenic views or vistas from existing residential areas or public lands 
or roads. 

Change in pattern, scale or character of general area of project. 

Significant amounts of solid waste or litter. 

Change in dust, ash, smoke fumes or odors in vicinity. 

Change in bay, lagoon, stream, channel or groundwater quality or quantity, or 
alteration of existing drainage patterns. 

Substantial change in existing noise or vibration levels in the vicinity (during 
construction and/or during operation). 

Site on filled land or on slope of 10 % or more. 

Use or disposal of potentially hazardous materials, such as toxic substances, 
flammable materials or explosives. 

Substantial change in demand for municipal services (police, fire water, sewage) 

Substantial increase in fossil fuel consumption (oil, natural gas, etc.). 

Relationship to a larger project or series of projects. 

CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify that the statements furnished above and in the attached exhibits 
present the data and information required for this initial evaluation to the best of 
my ability, and that the facts, statements, and information presented are true and 
correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

Date      Signatu

ENVREV.FRM 

YES

YES

Please refer to following page for explanation of all 'YES' responses below.

NO

YES

NO

NO

YES

NO

NO

NO

YES

YES

DocuSign Envelope ID: 88A13C28-249D-4101-92BA-2A47BD6F4698

Michael Carp3/24/2022



Explanations for 'YES' items from Page 5: 
 
Change in existing features of bays, tidelands, beaches, or substantial alteration of ground contours: YES 
The project will alter ground contours, raising parts of the site and new Bay Trail as part of sea level rise and resilience 
strategies. 
 
Change in scenic views or vistas from existing residential areas or public lands or roads: YES 
Refer to sheet AS-151 in the Entitlement set for a view corridor comparison between existing and proposed.  The 
proposed project will increase scenic vistas from Old Bayshore Highway. 
 
Change in pattern, scale or character of general area of project: YES The existing site is characterized by several 
low-rise buildings and extensive surface parking lots, with minimal landscape area.  The proposed project will have 
fewer, taller buildings (approx. FAR 2.50), creating views in between buildings.  Parking will be consolidated in 2 
above-grade structures, which will create a significant amount of site area for landscaping and public access. 
Increasing density for office/life science uses, while simultaneously creating more ground level open space for public 
use are both consistent with Burlingame policy objectives for the area as described in the General Plan and BFC 
Zoning Ordinance. 
 
Change in bay, lagoon, stream, channel or groundwater quality or quantity, or alteration of existing drainage 
patterns: YES 
The project will improve existing drainage patterns by reducing impervious surface area compared to existing 
conditions and will add bioretention areas. Furthermore, the project will comply with SWPPP requirements and C.3 
regulations. Overall, the project is designed to not negatively affect water quality. 
 
Site on filled land or on slope of 10 % or more: YES 
Refer to preliminary geotechnical reports, which indicate the presence of fill throughout much of the site. 
 
Use or disposal of potentially hazardous materials: YES 
As mentioned on Page 2, hazardous materials used during construction and during office and laboratory operation will 
follow industry guidelines and comply with all applicable regulations. 
 
Additional explanations for 'NO' items from Page 5: 
 
Significant amounts of solid waste or litter: NO 
The project will generate waste amounts consistent with other projects of this size and program.  The project will follow 
applicable guidelines and regulations for waste management and reduction. 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION FORM
Appendix

from Page 2:
Site Information
Square Footage of Existing Structures:
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City of Burlingame Climate Action Plan 
Consistency Checklist for New Development 

 
The purpose of this Checklist is to ensure that development projects comply with Burlingame’s 2030 Climate Action Plan 
Update (CAP) and may be eligible for streamlining the greenhouse gas (GHG) analysis for California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) review.  
 
The Checklist applies to projects 10,000 sq. ft. and larger and/or six units or more. To be considered consistent with 
Burlingame’s CAP, projects must comply with the land use designations in Burlingame’s General Plan and implement at 
minimum the required CAP measures listed in the Checklist. Projects may then rely on the City’s CAP and related 
environmental review for the impact analysis of GHG emissions, as allowable under CEQA.  
 
The Checklist contains measures from the CAP that pertain to new development. Each measure is noted as either 
required or voluntary. Required measures are mandated by local or state ordinances. The voluntary measures represent 
goals of the City and projects are encouraged to address them.  
 
Proposed project that require a General Plan amendment or rezoning and/or do not address the required measures may 
have to prepare a project-specific GHG analysis and identify appropriate mitigation measures. 
 
Burlingame’s Climate Action Plan: https://www.burlingame.org/departments/sustainability/  
Burlingame’s General Plan: https://www.burlingame.org/departments/planning/  
Burlingame’s Reach Codes: www.burlingame.org/reachcode 
 
For questions regarding this Checklist or the CAP, please contact Sigalle Michael, Sustainability Coordinator at 
smichael@burlingame.org  
 
Contact Information 
 
Project Name: 1200-1340 Old Bayshore Highway 
 
Property Address: 1200-1340 Old Bayshore Highway, Burlingame, CA 94010 
 
If a consultant was used to complete this checklist, please provide their contact information: 
 
Consultant Name & Company: WRNS Studio, Contact: Ben Mickus  
 
Consultant Phone & Email: 415-510-5538 bmickus@wrnsstudio.com 
 
Project Information 
 
Proposed land use (residential, commercial, industrial, mixed use, or other): Commercial 
 
Brief project description: (3) Office/Life Science Buildings, 2 structured parking garages, 5+ acres of new public open space 
 
Project size (sq. ft. and/or unit size): 1,460,000 gsf         
               
Is the proposed project seeking a General Plan amendment or rezoning?  Yes   No 

If yes, briefly explain why:            
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Complete Streets (CAP Measure 3): Develop a network of 
complete streets that support pedestrian and bicycle 
accessibility. 

Voluntary Measure 
Does the project include on-site pedestrian, transit, or 
cycling improvements, such as enclosed bike storage or 
employee showers?    
 
 Yes   No   NA 
 
What is the project’s walkscore (www.walkscore.com)? 
Walkscore – 42 
Bikescore – 73  
 
Describe any pedestrian/bicycle friendly measures used 
in the project: 
New segment of the Bay Trail, new pedestrian paths 
throughout the site, new bike lanes, new pedestrian and 
bike wayfinding signage, new public bike parking racks, 
new secure interior bike storage for employees, new 
showers for employees. 
 

Burlingame Shuttle Service (CAP Measure 8): Increase 
awareness and use of local shuttles.  
 
Burlingame shuttle map:  
https://www.burlingame.org/departments/sustainability/
shuttles.php 

Voluntary Measure 
Is the project located near a shuttle station?  
  
 Yes   No  

 
How will shuttle information be distributed to occupants? 
The tenant companies will help distribute information to 
the occupants, collaborating with Commute.org. 
 
 
 

Water Conservation for New Residential Developments 
(CAP Measure 17): Implement water conservation 
elements beyond CALGreen requirements, such as 
efficient landscaping and Energy Star rated appliances. 
 
 
Water Conservation Resources, 
https://www.burlingame.org/departments/public works
/water conservation/index.php 
 

Voluntary Measure 
Does the project use Energy Star® rated dishwashers and 
clothes washers or go beyond CALGreen? 
 
 Yes   No  NA 
 
Describe any water conservation elements in the project: 
Low-flow plumbing fixtures throughout 
Project-wide stormwater management program 
 
 

Construction Best Management Practices (CAP Measure 
10): Require projects to implement the Air District’s Best 
Practices for Construction; and use electrically-powered 
construction equipment as available and feasible. 
 

Voluntary Measure 
Will the project use any electric off-road construction 
equipment? 
 
 Yes   No 
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If yes, describe what electric construction equipment will 
be used: Man lifts and tower cranes will be electric. Gator 
vehicles will be electric. 
 
 

Increase the Public Tree Population (CAP Measure 20): 
Increase the number of trees in Burlingame.  
 

Voluntary Measure 
Will the project be adding new trees?  Yes   No  NA 
    
How many trees will be planted in the public right-of-way 
(like sidewalks)? 
26 trees in the public right-of-way. 
How many trees will be planted on private property? 
236 trees on private property. 
 

 



CITY OF BURLINGAME 
 

City Hall - 501 Primrose Road 
Burlingame, California 94010-3997 

 

 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
Planning Division 

PH: (650) 558-7250 
FAX: (650) 696-3790 

 

 
Date:  September 20, 2023 
 
To:  Of�ice of Planning and Research, Responsible Agencies, Trustee Agencies, 

Organizations, and Interested Parties  
 
From:  City of Burlingame, Community Development Department  
 
Subject:  Notice of Availability of a Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) 

for the 1200-1340 Old Bayshore Highway Project (SCH# 2022080299) 
 
Project Description: The Draft EIR analyzed potential environmental impacts of the proposed 

1200-1340 Old Bayshore Highway Project (Project) in the City of 
Burlingame (City). The Project applicant proposes a life science and/or 
of�ice development consisting of three life science and/or of�ice buildings 
and two parking structures, along with site circulation, infrastructure, 
recreational and landscaping improvements. All existing buildings and 
surface parking lots on the Project site would be demolished and removed.  
The three 11-story buildings would total approximately 1.42 million gross 
square feet (gsf) and would include various tenant amenities and 5,000 gsf 
of café/restaurant space.  The two parking structures would be 10 to10½-
stories tall with two basement levels of parking, providing a total of 3,400 
parking spaces.  Approximately 237,600 square feet (sf) of open space would 
be provided (approximately 137,553 sf of which would be landscaped), and 
a new 1,475-foot segment of the San Francisco Bay Trail would be extended 
across the eastern edge of the Project site, connecting the existing segments 
of the Bay Trail at the north and south ends of the Project site. The proposed 
Project also includes improvements to increase resilience to sea level rise 
and �looding, including raised ground elevation, sea walls, �lood walls, and 
riprap slopes. 

 
Project Location:  The Project site, commonly known as 1200-1340 Old Bayshore Highway, is 

located along the bayfront in the City of Burlingame between Old Bayshore 
Highway and the San Francisco Bay. The approximately 12-acre Project site 
consists of 13 contiguous parcels, including Assessor’s Parcel Numbers 026-
113-470, 026-113-480, 026-142-220, 026-142-160, 026-142-170, 026-113-
330, 026-113-450, 026-142-110, 026-142-200, 026-142-240, 026-142-020, 
026-142-030, and 026-142-180. 

 
Environmental Effects:  The Draft EIR �inds that the Project would not result in any signi�icant and 

unavoidable impacts. The Draft EIR further �inds that the Project would 
result in impacts that could be mitigated to a less-than-signi�icant level to 
the following environmental resources: air quality, biological resources, 
archaeological/tribal cultural resources, greenhouse gas emissions, hazards 
and hazardous materials, hydrology and water quality, and water supply. 
Finally, the Draft EIR �inds that the Project would result in less-than-
signi�icant impacts or no impact to the following environmental resources: 
aesthetics, agriculture and forestry resources, energy, geology and soils, 
historical resources, land use, mineral resources, noise and vibration, 
population and housing, public services and recreation, transportation, 



 

 
utilities and service systems (excluding water supply), and wild�ire. The 
Project would be located on a site that is included on a list of hazardous 
materials sites pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5. 

 
Review Period:  The Draft EIR is available for a 45-day public review and comment period 

beginning on September 20, 2023 and ending on November 3, 2023. A 
Notice of Completion of the Draft EIR has been submitted to the State 
Clearinghouse. The Draft EIR is available for review at the City’s website 
https://www.burlingame.org/1200-1340bayshore), at the Burlingame 
Community Development Department, Planning Division, and at the 
Burlingame Library, at the addresses below.  

 
City of Burlingame  
Community Development Department  
Planning Division  
501 Primrose Road  
Burlingame, CA 94010 
 

Burlingame Public Library 
480 Primrose Road 
Burlingame, CA 94010 

Readers are invited to submit written comments on the adequacy of the 
document (i.e., does the Draft EIR identify and analyze the possible 
environmental impacts and recommend appropriate mitigation measures? 
Does it consider and evaluate a reasonable range of alternatives?). 
 
Please include your name and contact information, and direct your 
response to this Notice of Availability by 5:00 pm on November 3, 2023 
to:  

 
Catherine Keylon, Senior Planner  
City of Burlingame, Community Development Department  
501 Primrose Road  
Burlingame, CA 94010  
Phone: (650) 558-7252  
Email: ckeylon@burlingame.org 

 
Public Hearing:  The Planning Commission will hold a public hearing to obtain additional 

comments from the community. The Planning Commission hearing for this 
Draft EIR has been scheduled for the regular October 23, 2023 meeting, 
which begins at 7:00 P.M. at the City Hall Council Chambers, 501 Primrose 
Road, Burlingame, CA 94010. The Planning Commission meeting will be 
held in person and on Zoom, a teleconference platform. See the City’s 
website for more information: 
https://www.burlingame.org/departments/planning/planning commissio
n.php 

 
To access the meeting by computer:    
Go to 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89490923965?pwd=WVE0Zi9RSzVaSndVejdv
OHJKMSt6UT09   

  Meeting ID: 894 9092 3965      Passcode: 127949 
   
To access the meeting by phone: 
Dial 1-346-248-7799 
Meeting ID: 894 9092 3965           Passcode: 127949 



From:
To: CD/PLG-Catherine Keylon
Subject: Re: 1200-1340 Bayshore Highway, Burlingame - EIR publication
Date: Wednesday, September 20, 2023 11:49:38 AM

Thank you Ms Keylon for your email regarding the draft EIR on this project.

I have a question if you may be able to help me.  I do not see any analysis on this project's
impact on the traffic on the Broadway overpass and especially on the traffic impact on the
Caltrans RR crossing on Broadway.  There are already back-ups especially afternoons and I do
not see any analysis on how much the project will further increase congestion at these areas.

Thank you

Andrew Au

On 9/19/2023 3:44 PM, CD/PLG-Catherine Keylon wrote:

Dear Interested Party,

This email is being sent to you because you have expressed interest in
the project at 1200-1340 Bayshore Highway. A Notice of Availability
(NOA) of a Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) has been issued for
this project. Please see the attached NOA and visit the project page to
access the DEIR: 1200-1340 Bayshore Highway Project Page.
Thank you,
Catherine Keylon
Senior Planner
City of Burlingame
Community Development Department – Planning Division
Tel. 650-558-7252  I   ckeylon@burlingame.org
 
 
 
 

This email is from an external source. Please take caution when clicking links or opening
attachments. When in doubt, contact your IT Department



To: 
Burlingame Planning Commission 
 
My name is Andrew Au, a Burlingame    I wish to comment on the proposed 
project at 1200-1340 Bayshore Highway.   There are several major reasons this project need to be 
rejected as proposed. 
 

1. The size is way too big for the 12 acres of waterfront land.  Proposed is 1.4 Million sf and 
over 210 ft tall.  Compared this to the Face Book project that is 750,000 sf on 18 acres of 
land, which is well planned and harmonious to a waterfront location. This project should be 
sized similar to the Face Book project - thus should be at most 750,000 sf and no taller than 
nearby waterfront buildings. 

 
2. The traffic on Broadway and Caltrans RR Tracks and Hwy101 is already congested, 

especially in the afternoons.  This proposed project would severely add to the congestion.  
There is no traffic study on the impact of this project along Broadway.  The timing of this 
project should be tied to the eventual completion of the Broadway overpass. 

 
3. There are several other large biotech projects nearby that are now under construction or 

planned.   There needs a traffic study on the impact on Broadway/Caltran RR 
Tracks/Hwy101 from this proposed project and should also include the other nearby 
biotech projects.  This further justifies that the timing of this project should be tied to the 
eventual completion of the Broadway overpass. 

 
Thank you, 
Andrew Au 
 



From:
To: GRP-Council; CD/PLG-Catherine Keylon; GRP-Planning Commissioners
Subject: 1200-1340 Burlingame Highway proposed development
Date: Saturday, September 23, 2023 10:40:03 AM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from smokiethecat@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important

Dear Council members and Planning Commissioners and Planning Staff, 
As a resident of Burlingame  I have watched it grow and change.
But enough already.

The 1200-1340 Burlingame Highway proposed development is way too big for the City of
Burlingame.
There are already plenty of vacant office building spaces on Rollins Road by Kincaids and
environs. 
Another office building is being constructed now in that same area. All I see are leasing signs
in all the existing buildings.

This is not the time or place for a project of this scope, size and magnitude. I do not care how
much money it 
brings to the City coffers. 

In addition traffic in this area is already at its peak. I don't know how the Broadway
interchange and the area 
can handle the amount of vehicles that will be generated by this project. How will folks get in
and out of Burlingame?

The one million square footage proposed for this project is massive. We do not need any more
development of this size on the 
Bayfront. 

Please reconsider this project proposal. It is way too massive for our quaint, small town of
Burlingame. 

Thank you 
Jane G....

 external source. Please take caution when clicking links or opening
attachments. When in doubt, contact your IT Department
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From:
To: CD/PLG-Catherine Keylon
Cc: kbeggs@goodcityco.com; 
Subject: Re: Access to CalEEMod Output Files
Date: Wednesday, October 18, 2023 12:50:43 PM

Hi all, thanks for getting back to us with these documents. Afer further review, we noticed that
the DEIR mentions the preparation of three Phase I ESAs (DEIR, p. 4.8-1.) However, we
cannot locate the Phase I -- neither on the City website and the appendices link is broken and
inaccessible. May you please assist us in obtaining these documents as well?

My best,
Marjan R. Abubo

On Tue, Oct 17, 2023 at 12:19 PM CD/PLG-Catherine Keylon <ckeylon@burlingame.org>
wrote:

Hi-

Please find attached the files requested.

 

Thank you,

Catherine Keylon

Senior Planner

City of Burlingame

Community Development Department – Planning Division

Tel. 650-558-7252  I   ckeylon@burlingame.org

 

From: Marjan Kris Abubo < > 
Sent: Friday, October 6, 2023 11:54 AM
To: CD/PLG-Catherine Keylon <ckeylon@burlingame.org>; kbeggs@goodcityco.com
Cc: Michael Lozeau < >; Lina Savage <
Subject: Re: Access to CalEEMod Output Files
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