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PROJECT STATEMENT / CONCEPTUAL DESIGN / PHASE VI

This document presents a group of updated options for an artwork to pay
tribute to the spirit of the City of Burlingame’s name sake, Anson Burlingame.
The images herein are a distillation of a design process conducted in concert
with the members of the Anson Burlingame Subcommittee Committee and
feedback from the Burlingame City Council and members of the public.

Initial, numerous, visits to greater Burlingame, time spent in and around the
project site of Washington Park, both night and day, as well as research into
the life and contribution of Anson Burlingame as a man and political leader
generated a wide range of potential symbolic representations, explored visu-
ally and conceptually in Phase | and Il studies, further developed and edited
in Phase 111, presented to the City Council, and leading to refinement in Phase
IV, presented in this document

The impressions of the project site in the park and the park itself were one of
density, variable use, architectural structure and semi-pastoral maturity. The
many, large, impressive trees of the park along with very large arena lights for
the sports fields form an upper-level canopy and columnar structure. The in-
tegration of Burlingame High School and related sports and activity elements
suggested an extended garden/campus/gymnasium analogous to ancient
academies of systemic learning, practice and physical well-being. Anson
Burlingame’s tenure as Ambassador to Qing dynasty China, his advocacy for
social justice and his role as principal architect in the creation of the ground
breaking 1858 Burlingame-Seward Treaty, seemed very much in-step with this
interpretation of the site.

The catalyst for the design of this project is the text of the Burlingame Treaty
between the US and China as well as his writings and speeches as a ardent
abolitionist. Salient selections about social justice from the treaty in English,
Chinese and potentially Spanish and Ohlone make reference to specific epi-
sodes in California history. Extending Anson Burlingame’s spirit and concern
for the treatment of humanity and the environment into present and future
time are the inclusion of selected text by women, people of color and envi-
ronmental thinkers.

Two portals placed along a major path through the wooded area of the park
connecting Carolan Avenue with Burlingame High School enclose a space of
mindful transit as well as viewer engagement and contemplation. The portal
at the Carolan Avenue end of this space, visible from the Burlingame train

station, in wood, is reminiscent of the sensibility of Bernard Maybeck or
Julia Morgan, in structure and proportion or alternatively a portal in stone
inspired by ancient Greek architecture, found gracing many historical build-
ings of American government and representative of the integrity of Anson
Burlingame’s political life. at the end closest to the High School is a classic
Chinese garden entrance.

Within the space created by the portals is imagined an inlaid square knot
of white and green stone, interwoven materials that symbolize the Amer-
ican/China relationship of the Burlingame Treaty, larger concepts of unity
and purpose Anson Burlingame stood for, and a subtle infinity-like symbol
standing for an expansive future of justice, human dignity and environmen-
tal stewardship. As series of benches on either side of the path and inlaid
knot have inscribed on their surface the selected aforementioned text that
has inspired the entire project.

The placement of the project containing salient text and symbolic cross-cul-
tural resonance of human dignity, unity and the environment along the
prominent Carolan Avenue/Burlingame High School path highlights the
relationship of education, ethics and the model of a holistic mind/body/
nature ethos as a fitting interpretation of Anson Burligmame’s spirit and

legacy



PEACE, AMITY, AND COMMERCE

Treaty signed at Washington July 18, 1868, supplementing treaty of Jusc 18, 1958, Soaate advies and comsent o ratification, wilk amoodments, July
24, 1868; Ratifbed by the President of the Unised States Oxctober 19, 1868Ratified by China Novemsber 23, 186%; Razification exchanged a1 Peking
November 23, 1860; Entered into force November 23, 186%9; Proclaimed by the President of the Uited States February 5, 1870; Provisioss relating 1o
immigration modified by treaty of November 17, 1880AIl provisioas contimsed in force by treaty of October B, 1903, "except in 0 far as they are
meodified by the present Treaty or other weaties 1o which the United Staes is party”; Supersoded November 30, 1948, by wreaty of November 4, 1946

ADDITIONAL ARTICLES TO THE TREATY BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND THE TA-TSING EMPIRE OF THE 18TH
OF JUNE, I858

Whereas since the conclusivn of the treaty betwoen the Undled States of America and the To-Tsing Empire (China) of the 18th of Jume, 1858,
circamstances have arisen showing the necessity of sdditions] articles thereso, the Presidest of the United States and the august sovereign of the
Ta-Tsing Empire have named for their plenipotentiaries, to wit: the President of the United States of America, w’l!mm H. Sﬂwd. Secretary of State,
and his Majesty the Emperor of China, Anson Burlingame, sceredited 2 his Envoy inary and Minister Plenip and Chah-Kang and
Sun Chia-Ku, of the second Chinese rank, associated high envoys and ministers of his said Majesty, and the said plenipotentiaries, afler having
exchanged their full powers, foend to be in due and proper farm. have sgreed upon the followieg anicles:

ARTICLE |

His Majesty the Emperos of Chisa, beng of the opinion thal, i making conccsssons to the citizens of subjects of foreign Powers of the privilege of
residing on cenain tracts of lasd, or resoning to certain waters of that empire for purpeses of trade, he has by no means relinguished his right of
eminent domain or dominion over the said land and water, bereby agrees that no such son or grant shall be construed to give to any Power or
parly which may be a1 war with or hostile 1o the United $tates the right Lo altack the citizens of the United Stales or their property within e said lads
or wateri: asd the United States from resisting an attack by any hostile Power or party upan their citizens of their property. I is furiher agreed that if
any right or interest in any trmct of laad in China has beem or shall hereafier be granted by the Govemment of China 1o the United States or their
citizens for purposes of trade or commerce, that grant shall in no event be construed 10 divest the Chinese authorities of their right of jurisdiction over
persons and property within said tract of Band, except so far as that right may have boen expressly relinguished by treaty.

ARTICLE N

The United States of Amevica and his Majesty the Emperor of China, belicving that the safety and prosperity of commerce will thereby best be

procoted, agree that any privilege or immunity in respect to trade of navigation within the Chinese dominsons which may not bave been stipulated for

by treaty, shall be subjoct 1o the diseretion of the Chinese Government and may be regulated by it accordingly. bt not in a manner of spirit
ible: with thse the treaty ioas of the parties.

ARTICLE 111
The Emperor of Chira shall kave the fght 10 appois consuls at ports of the United States, who shall enjoy the same privilepes and immunisies as
those enjoyed by public lyw and treaty in the United States by the consuls of Great Britain and Russia, or either of them,

ARTICLE IV

The rwenty-ninth anticle of the weaty of the 18h of Junc, 1858, having stipulied for the cxempiion of Christian ciizens of the United Semes and

Chinese convens from persecution in China on nocouns of their faith, it is funther agreed that citinens of the United Sues in China of every seligious
son and Chinese subjects in the United States shall enjoy entire liberty of conscience and shall be exempt from all disability or persecution on

sccount of ther religious faith or worship in either country. Cemeteries For sepulture of the dead of whatever nativity or matiosality shall be beld in

respest and free from distusbarce or profanation.

ARTICLE Y

The United States of America and the Empero of China cordially recognize the inherest and inalicnable right of mas to change his home and
allegsancs, and also the musual advantage of the frev migration and emigration of their citieens and subjects respectively from the one coustry 1o the
other, for puspeses. of curiosity, of trade, or &5 permanent residents, The high contracting parties, therefore, join in reprobating any ather than an
enlirely voluntary emigratioa for these purpeses. They consequently agree to pass laws making it a penal offence for 3 citizen of the United States or
Chinese suhjocts 1o take Chinese sehjects cither 1o the United States of 10 any otber fareign coutry, of for a Chiness subjoct or citizen of the United
States b0 take eitizens of the Unised States 1o China of to any other foreign couniry, without their fres asd voluntary consent respectively,

ARTICLE VI

Citieens of the Untiod States visiting or residing in China shall enjoy the same priviloges, immunilbes of exemplions in respoct bo travel o residende as
may there be enjoyed by the citizens of subjects of the most favored astion, and, reciprocally, Chinese subjects visiting or reshding in the Unised Sutes
shall enjoy the ssme privileges, immunitics and exemptions in respect 1o travel or residence a5 may there be enjoyed by the citizens or subjects of the
the most favared nation. But nothing herein contained shall be held 1o confer nsturalization upon citizens of the Unised Staes in China, nor upos the
subjocts of China in the United States.

ARTICLE VI

Citizens of the United States shall enjay all the privileges of the public educational institutions under the control of the goverment of China, and

reciprocally, Chincse subjects shall enjoy all the privileges of the peblic edwcational institutions under the comrol of the govermment of the United

Sestes, which are enjoyed in the respective countries by the citizens or suhjects of the most favored nation, The citizens of the Uinited States may freely

establish and mainsain schaols within the Fmpue of China at those places where foreigners are by treaty permitied 1 reside, and, reciprucally, Chinese
ihject enjoy the same ities in the United States.

ARTICLE VIl

The United States, ak isclsiming and di ing all practices of dictation and i ion by one nation in the affairs or domestic
administration of another, do hereby freely disclaim and disavow any issention or right 1o intervene in the domestic administration of China in negard
16 the eonsraction of railroads, telegraphs of other material internal meﬂmmu On m other hand, his Majesty. the Emperor of China, ressrves 10
himsell the wight 1o decide the time and manner and within his domisices, Wiih this matual
understanding it is agreed by the contracting paries that if at any time buungr his nnpeml Majesty shall determine 10 constrsct of cause 1o be
constructed works of the characler mentioned within the empire, and shall make application to uu- United States or any other Western Power for
facilities 10 carry out that palicy. the United Stases will, in that case, designate and awthonize suitable mgm«ls o be employed by the Chisese
Govenment, and will recommend 10 other nations an equal iance with such appli the Chinese G im that ease protecting such
engimeers in their persans and property, and paying them a reasonable comperssation for their service.

In fxith whereol the respective Plemipotentianes have sigead ihis treaty and thereto affixed the seals of their arms.

one at Washington the twenty-cighth day of July, in the year af ous Lord one thousand <ight hendred and sixty-cight.
WILLIAM H. SEWARD

[SEAL]

wsm BURLINGAME

um[ KANG
[ideographic spnatare]

SUN CHIA-KL

[ideograpic signature]
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BURLINGAME TREATY / ENGLISH/CHINESE TRANSLATIONS
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SITE LOCATION / WASHINGTON PARK




Option A-C Layout - Six wood (opfion A & B) or
stone (option C) benches with selections from the
Burligame Treaty in four languages: English/Chinese/
Spanish/Ohlone, Burlingame's writings/speeches,
and statements from women, people of color and
environmental thinkers, etched into the top surfaces.

Square Knot path inlay
Front Portal white/green stone Chinese Garden Portal

PLAN/LAYOUT VIEWS / OPTIONS A-C
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Six wooden benches with selections from the

Burligame Treaty in four languages: English/Chi-
- nese/ Spanish/Ohlone, Burlingame's writings/
RS speeches, and statements from women, peo-

: ple of color and environmental thinkers, etched -_
info metal top surfaces.

Square Knot path inlay
white/green stone

PORTAL OPTION A / WASHINGTON PARK / CAROLAN AVENUE ENTRANCE
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Six wooden benches with selections from the

Burligame Treaty in four languages: English/Chi-

nese/ Spanish/Ohlone, Burlingame's writings/ g

speeches, and statements from women, peo- = - - : o

‘Squore Knot path inlb\/ - Chinese Gdrdeh Portal
white/green stone : wood/metal

A/B Portal ple of color and environmental thinkers, etched
wood / metal info metal fop surfaces.

PORTAL OPTION A / WASHINGTON PARK / SIDE VIEW




US4
Six wooden benches with selections from the

Burligame Treaty in four languages: English/
Chinese/Spanish/Ohlone, Burlingame's writings/ 2
speeches, and statements from women, peo- : : : T
ple of color and environmental thinkers, etched
info metal fop surfaces.

_ Square Knot path inlay %+ 8 SEESSEEEES Chinese Garden Porfal (i
- .- - white/green stone BENG L e T, wood/metal

PORTAL OPTION A (DETAIL) / WASHINGTON PARK / SIDE VIEW
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Six wooden
; Burligame Treaty in four languages: English/
— ——_ Chinese/Spanish/Ohlone, Burlingame's writings/
ERs——— SO Ches, and statements from women, peo-
ple of color and environmental thinkers, etched
info metal top surfaces. ;

PORTAL OPTION B / WASHINGTON PARK / CAROLAN AVENUE ENTRANCE




; Six wooden benches with selections from the
Portal Ship / 19th century sails Burligame Treaty in four languages: English/
metal Chinese/Spanish/Ohlone, Burlingame's writings/
speeches, and statements from women, peo- P
A/B Portal ple of color and environmental thinkers, etched Square Knot po‘rh-inlcv
wood / metal info metal top surfaces. white/green stone

-

PORTAL OPTION B / WASHINGTON PARK / SIDE VIEW

Portal Ship / Chinese sails
metal

Chinese Garden Portal
wood/metal

"
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. — === Six wooden benches with selections from the
Portal Ship / 19th century sails & p S Burligame Treaty in four languages: English/
metal ' Chinese/Spanish/Ohlone, Burlingame's writings/
speeches, and statements from women, peo-
A/B Portal : Square Knot path inlay ple of color and environmental thinkers, etched

wood / metal white/green stone into metal top surfaces.

PORTAL OPTION B (DETAIL) / WASHINGTON PARK / SIDE VIEW
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' 1 "a‘i ih ﬁi-’ﬁ ﬁ-& Chinese Garden Gate Portal

green stone

Three green-stone/three white stone benches with
selections from the Burligame Treaty in four languag-
— es: English/Chinese/Spanish/Ohlone, Burlingame'’s
. writings/speeches, and statements from women,
people of color and environmental thinkers, etched
info.metal top surfaces.

LETemeRe square Knot path inlay S
white/green stone :

PORTAL OPTION C / WASHINGTON PARK / CAROLAN AVENUE ENTRANCE



Three green stone/three white stone benches with
selections from the Burligame Treaty in four languag- 2
es: English/Chinese/Spanish/Ohlone, Burlingame's A, . T Seae e
writings/speeches, and statements from women, G 3  Sore e . .
Greek Inspired Front Portall people of color and environmental thinkers, etched Square Knot path inlay
white stone info metal top surfaces.

Chinese Garden Géte Portal
white/green stone green stone

o

PORTAL OPTION C / WASHINGTON PARK / SIDE VIEW




S 16 Of six green/white stone benches with selections

w from the Burligame Treaty in four languages: English/ k.

g Chinese/Spanish/Ohlone, Burlingame's writings/ 2

. 3 speeches, and statements from women, people of | - : gy
color and environmental thinkers, etched into metal 3 =~ Square Knot path inlay L5

%2 s Chinese Garden Gate F;’o'rfol‘ A

top surfaces. b - white/green stone ol e 3 ‘-'-:_green stone

s

PORTAL OPTION C (DETAIL) / WASHINGTON PARK / SIDE VIEW




