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~0 corNCIDENCE that one of the most innovative American diplomats
y serve in China was also one of the most active participants in the
England antislavery struggle of the 1840’s and 1850’s Former

fassachiusetts Congressman Anson Burlingame went to Peking in 1861

e first United States minister plenipotentiary to reside in the Chinese
tal. He traveled to his new post with no diplomatic experience, after
jpent more than a decade laboring in the 1anks of the Free Soil
ement and the new Republican party Burlingame was young—
years old—when he went to China. He was a 1eformer and a
;not a diplomat, and his fresh approach to Sino-Western
teflected his background. He disagreed with the belief,
ent among Westerners in China, that the Chinese were an inferior
ot due respect as a people or a nation. Using his political skills,
¢ endeavored to change the assumptions and methods of
diplomacy in Peking In recognition of his efforts, the Chinese
nt in 1867 named him China’s first official envoy to the West.
oform propensity that propelled Burlingame into the political
at led to the Civil War also carried him to the fore in the
encounter with China’s centuries-old isolation.

e’s humble frontier beginnings gave little hint of his futwre
liplomatic success He was born on November 14, 1820, in
farm community in central New York Joel Butlingame,
was a farmer, school teacher, and Methodist lay
n'Anson was three, the family moved to Seneca County,
833 moved again to the frontier city of Detroit After only
1 Detroit, the Burlingames made their final move one
es southwest to a farm in Branch County, Michigan Young

ned behind, however, to continue his education !
- Biurlingame entered the Detroit branch of the
tversity. of Michigan Since his family was very poor, his

a_rén't.s',_' June 30, 1839, Burlingame Family Papers, Library of
HS Williams, Anson Burlingame and the First Chinese Mission to
, 1912}, 3.5
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only assets were “a frank, noble dispositi .
i . ’ osit1 1 . :
g‘:;ﬁéﬁi jélilgsesr suasive mannet, and gromi(s)?n’ghtz}:alrtlsts(;f iy e certainly benefited from his association with Briggs an_d
He copied dee dsmedg“kifly because he had to work to sy S anorg " sre; but be did not join them as a Ie’gul.ar' member of the Whig
crews. and was 3111 documents in a law office, work%%ort Massachusetts. Most of Burlingame’s visitors to his law office in
boatics with trib?amP oy}tlad by the Indian Commission i | on: tatehouse building.werethe. young and gnthusmstic opponents
R ‘s in the Great Lakes region. At the unf}ego v known as Free Sc_liler's.Whllel}ls father‘-zln-law wasserving asa
area: orat Hi vas not distinguished He excelled. h Tvers iesidential elector in 1848, Burlingame joined Charles Sumner,
. ory His platform talents brought hi ;o7 loweve rilson, and others in Massachusetts to campaign for the Free Soil
Oilf.;.lendi He. became prominent in agmerglyﬂ;);lciztand A “{i_de of E\Zart’in Van Buren and Charles Francis Adams.?
f)ec;if;d i tIO}lilc(lS ﬁna! examipation in rhetoric Bur]ii and in owing the election, Burlingame tqok time out from politics to
boamais 5 ove ovation, which was not only extremel tour of Europe in 1849-1850 This trip to tl"ze Old World' bot:h
Burlingame’s s0 against the rules 3 ed and demonstrat‘ed the young activist’s ardent belief in
his efferiins Séluccomphshr.nents as an outdoorsman, even m, srican democracy 'Whlle in London he \‘r1s1ted the House of
hackeroand A m mp?peakmg style, revealed his, vl mo s After sitting in the gallery for a few r}mnutes,'he was asked to
walks of fift anof great strength and endurance i another seat because he had sat down in a section reserved for
. een and twenty miles into the country i . An old peer sitting nearby overheard and interposed: “Let him
en]oyc_ed hunting and was an excellent mark 1y Just for recreati ot him stay HeisaPeer in his own country.” Continuing on his way
Detroit knew and talked about his ability t h§man EYerone- o the spirited Burlingame replied: “I am a Sovereign in my own
v to it anowlin the steepl, try, SI;r, and shall lose caste if L associate with Peers.™
atuining to the United States, Burligame found himself immediately
the thick of the controversy gener ated by the fugitive slave pr ovision
he Compromise of 1850 He took to the stump on numerous
casions i Massachusetts to denounce the new federal law which
ominanded” all citizens to assist in the recovery of runaways. He
ared the platform with Horace Mann, Henry Wilson, and other Free
; ing the trial of fugitive Thomas Sims.

oilers at a public meeting protest
scompanied Richard Henry Dana on the night that “rowdies”

¢
facked Dana for defending Anthony Burns against prosecution as a
gitive slave *
‘At the time of Burlingame’s return from Europe, the Free Soil patty in
assachusetts faced a stiategy dilemma—whether to continue on its
wn or to form a coalition with the Democrats against the Whigs, who
trolled the state At the outset the zealous Builingame aligned
‘imself with the doctrinaire Free Soilers headed by Chailes Francis
dams. They feared that a coalition would mean surrender of Free Soil
neiples to political expediency. Despite theix efforts, a coalition had
en created by 1851 As a result, Adams retired temporarily from
public life, but Burlingame remained his “personal listening past” in
tate politics By the time of the Free Soil party’s state convention in

illiam Stevens Robinson, “Warrington” Pen Portraits, ed.
Joseph G Rayback, Free Soil: The Election of

game’s Dt
Y rare fg

reputation with a rifl :
his later public cat egrgla)’ed almost as important a role as his orato
Af 1 i : . . :
He ;S;Lei?;élngath;ru I;Werflt-y Burhn_game entered a law office in De:
Zephenizh Platt, f cle of influential friends and patrons, in I'qt'r:
frequent demand aOImer artomey general of Michigan i{e -
lodge meetings an; ; S}Peaker al Washington's Birthday Celebrw" ;
made a momegnjtoug dOt ier occastons. In 1843, however BurIir?t:' \
successes there to t i‘?lsmn He left Detroit and his fapi(’i but e
Burlingame so(())nr}I;eclznfl(:t; I;;es at Harvard Law School. 5 m.o__
; ermanent and ; L1
G ot o v e el
Governor Geor gsl\?'n - (,’f Geo;ge P. Briggs, son of formee; jil/l\ih
Association elecgtDr d hl'xol? Briggs The Young Men’s Whig Republi E
Cornelia Liverm?) ”(;1 its president. On June 3, 1847, he manﬁ')sd
joader in Cambridlf;b H}lghtex of th? Honorable Isaac Livermor{? ﬁ.e
times as bt gf Mt{Slhn_ess and political circles who served at varj ;
Freo Bridge COIpOIati(I)‘; igig (;ilgirta;rm}il}rjoa}c]i, E]:’nesident of HanCUU_S.
; : of bot : .
tlifélo}rflgirlsm;;znce C?mpany. Livermore was al;St;)TSltS:};eBaI:k 'afi']d'
president of the Cambridge Common é?)t?; 16
cil,
- " Williams, Burlingame, 6-8; W
by Mrs W § Robinson (Boston, 1887),427;
~1848 {Lexington, Ky, 1970), 81, 248
% George Frishie oar, Autobiography of Seventy Years (New York, 1903), I, 153;
‘Burlingame to his wife, Apr 8, 1850, Burlingame Family Papers
"9 Henry Wilson, History of the Rise and Fall of the Slave Power in America (Boston,

“18743, 11, 308-308; Robert ¥ Lucid {ed), The Journal of Richard Henry Dana, Ir
{Cambridge, Mass., 1068), 1I, 636-637; Edward L Pierce, Memoir and Letters of Charles

- Stmmer (Boston, 1887-1893), 1L, 224

% Anson Burlingame ohi
\ > obitua identifie i
Fami pa ry, unidentified Detroit newspaper, no date
3 L. . .
4 ibzd ; Burlingame to his parents, Aug 13, 1840, ihid
ngan Burlingame obituary, unidentified Detroit newspaper, no date, ibid
X, no date, ibi

* Burlingame to his i,
bid is mother, Nov 7, 1840, ibid ; Burlingame to his parents. Feb 28. 1843

, Burlingam

6 Isaac Liv , ,
saac Livermore obituary, unidentified newspaper, no date, ibid
. e, ibi
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i i d others
i he view of Henry Wilson an ,
ifically, Burlingame endotsed t / ;
eiigci}r-}e}e Soilers, who advocated that tl?(i{ Un}t?dCZS;fitSis;nriligsog
o’ i ” against the intervention of Russia’s .
e e oo Iy strive for liberty on a foreign
. Since he could not personally : ' : g

Hung'611}7185;2. nor directly influence Ameyican "fo'te1gn 'pOIEC};’KI?)l;; ;t:lh
ﬁeldeucl:onten,ted himself with leading a fund raising drive fo
gam I o '
: Massac}iusrz;trsl%urlmgame attended the state constf.tutmnal c.onvgilis

p Th?I}Iiszr?ee Soilers and Democrats tool-c the lea(.l in 'cmfangllx.lgd s
L ting because they claimed that the existing constituFllon algot(}alamel
gleeltlilg men of Boston Charles Sumner, Hemy Wi s?n, ae hanic!
Weak );nd most of the coalition leaders were pr{?sent Bur n;.ganrll cmade
o S’eeches during the sessions, which were highly comp flmeb ed fo
o Spc))ratorical style but which were virtually devmlc'i of su s.a ance
e e Boutwell, a fellow delegate, recalled Bur 1ngaI:Xe 2 the
(c;oer?\[rgnion as “an enthusiastig younhg ma% eilg E?Scﬁi?e??ﬁzt h}; Hence
i ic affairs, but it could not ave : :

il:tzlfilrllbgfeaLdistinction which he achieved subseilquen]tly 1;1t ttél:dgcelldt}?e
’ y 714 ingame’s friend Dana, who also

with a friend “to forever declare hostility against virtue’s direct foe dlploma‘cy B(liutl}lln% e e e Tl blooried fellow,”ggld
ardent spirits, to cut all acquaintance with its votaries—and- by Convenhonﬁ{otehimaand B e toton s oo .
perpetually on our guard against its artful wiles.”!! More than likely __-everybodyh ;hessenator O s et oy, Sumtaﬁﬂ}f‘e
e s o s i cn Frim N oﬁtlf?li)l?t%on ti the convention debates, he consistently recorded his

X - ‘ . C

i i ftuti f their
votes with the faction seeking to liberalize the constitution One o

1851, Burlingame was wavering between principle and COMPromig
Before the convention began, Adamsrefused to allow his name tobee
tered for governor, but Burlingame suggested that an arrangen;q
might still be made with the Whigs to secure Adams a senator’s geq
Adams remained true to his position against political combinationg an
dismissed the idea When the convention nominated for the gove
norship John G Palfrey, an Adams man, Burlingame rejoiced:

Senator Burlingame immediately offended almost a]l of his Free §j)
Middlesex constituents by opposing an anti-liquor law He wi

e ‘wa

a violation of individual liberty

jecti [ar election of judges to seven-year

Louis Kossuth, the legendary leader of Hungary’s 1848-1849 tevolt primary ob_]ectlves Imaf,i:};?hgggz;hy gt substituteaten:year

against the Austiian monarchy, visited Massachusetts in April, 1852 Not terms. Bu-rlmgame 2 i allie fnally managed to suitiuteaen-yeay
surprisingly, Burlingame was a member of both the legislative com- term for lifetime tenuze,

e ~ t, however, because in
M ir efforts were for naugh , ¢

mittee of reception and the subcommittee which escorted Kossuth: y the govemg;é T}tllfe voters of Massachusetts rejected the new
from New York to Massachusetts and throughout the state Th Novembpr, H’} ’ Soil
Hungarian came seeking aid for hisrevolution and Burlingame, with his coustifution feat at the polls the always tenuous Demociat-Free Soi
messianic belief in American demociacy, argued that Kossuth be give “"'It.h this defea &B h'np ame. as Boutwell and Dana had observed,
full support Ina speech during Kossuth’s visit to Worcester . cozhtlorcll f‘la'}tlt& pi’:;i pr]:)[gr e%s in s’tate politics and could easily ha‘c"le %(t)}?i
. . : . - € 1 . : : 1
state senator proclaimed: : .giwglizith the coalition Politics washis pr of.etssmn, howfaveé, ta}?e I%now
A nation can have no such thing as a fixed int he made a bold and opportune decision He joine o I i
ciples [NJow, when the republic has expanded from sea to sea ;o : Henry Wilson and Nathaniel Banks aCCOmpanle d
advancing to the north and the south, when the beautiful white wings of its commerce ar . Nothing party. y litical survival. Wilson through hisenergy an
Huttering in every quarter of the globe, and bringing home wealth and vi this desperate move fOI polnt te seat Banks on his record and
winds of heaven [applause], shall we so wrong the memory of the brave men who clears * activity gained a United States Senate seat. B Ilingame’s victory
the way for these glories . P No, no! they gave their breaststo the battle, they struggled:: Burlingame largely on his luck went to Congress Bu

; X . o ) f the
through nameless woes, for a place on earth, and that thej; sons might have “power on . hig William Appleton was one o
earth” to be wielded for liberty on whatever doubtful field it might strive 12 ~over two-term incumbent Whig

(=n

9 Martin B Duberman, Charles Francis Adams, 1807-1586 {Boston, 1961),171,176-17
Kevin Sweeney, “Rum, Romanism, Representation, and Reform: Coalition Polities
Massachusetts, 1847-1853," Civil War History, XXII (June, 1976), 116-137 R

1 Agreement between John Walkez and Anson Burlingame, July 23, 1839, Burlingame
Family Papers; Robinson, Warrington”, 428; Sweeney, “Rum, Romanism, Represent

3 i . Pierce, Sumner, 11, 269
: g{iﬁr’gioéS\?V-Sltlhgfgz\iéjzcgef:t[ﬁ?:ences of Sixty Years in Public Life (New York,
1902), I, 227

]12 ? Z;lifii.d,HD;g?ng(’);si?jed Harvey Harrington ,“Fightinﬁ Politi.ciﬁn: Ifii;ffgsgizgzil\’a rii
" Banks (Pi'lil:;delphia, 1948), 16-17; Sweeney, “Rum, Romanism,
Reform,” 132-137

tion, and Reform,” 198.132

2 Kossuth in New England. A Full Account

of the Hungarian Governor's Visit
Massachusetts (Boston, 1852), 63-64
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odore Matthew Per1y’s dramatic opening of treaty relations with
For most members, including the gentleman from Cambridge,
China occasioned no notice at all.

The freshman congressman began his career in the House busily
.orking for Nathaniel Banks’ election to the speakership. Burlingame
~.d the other Banks strategists made the contest a sectional issue, and
their ultimate success after 133 ballots has been called “the first Northern
Sctory. 2! The selection of a speaker took weeks, and Burlingame, an

biggest upsets of the 1854 ] :
Massachusetts elections a
to ;Ehalmost total Know Nothing sweep in the stazttgcli7was atmbut_.
i ough the outcome of the elections confounded cont
Free Solore vho Tag p?rplexfng was the question of how the fors
15 who had welcomed Kossuth could ioin wi :
Know Nothings The ex i o ¢ Jotnwith the anti-fo;
d s planation of this seeming in T
fact that by the fall of 1854 the Know Nothing pgart; ?:11 %\f{ils?;-\};
c

was dominated by antislavery reformers, not its original anti-f4

(Comml
apan
emote

and anti-Catholic founders. Followi : ; ey
Nebiaska Bill in the United Sota?gzlgg thte l.ntmduchon of the Kanga, afectionate husband and father, longed to return home to see his
enate in January, 1854, the Fye family 2> He remained at his post in the capital, however, and there in the
: lved in an event which would make hima

oring of 1856 he became invo
Northern 1egional hero.

* OnMay 19-20, Senator
famous speech, “The Crime

were an insulting and persona

Soilers of Massachusetts, including Burlin

. . , : game, had begun
fé);;ll)élf;silfl z;nttlsl%;}c;ry an('i ant.i-Nebraska politicansgin f}flfep.st"
fegaxc party. When Whlgre51§tance killed this fusion effort i s
lingame an.d others made their sudden switch to th mJUI
Pohtlclal organization in the state The Know Nothin y Only othe

Effvf:;}i%l]flf grass-roots movement which was gaining p%)ppjfg s‘:
but t'Il()jl was contrq]led by‘poiitical amateurs The party “pmvidp'lcj{o:
'.15.1 ¢ opportunity to ‘outs” from the older parties” t N
;)éf;lergiaetmél tci El}lleir own purposes.® Since Know Nothings s
e abou eir activities, no one knew for certain the
(]i‘]g i?osuoslllﬁrlz ;v}éoeinterid Lhe party Thenumbers in Massachusetts wer,
obviou dg ough, however, to nominate Free Soilers as Kngy
g candidates for most offices Once in office these same Fggv

Charles Sumner of Massachusetts deliver ed his
Against Kansas ” Portions of the speech
1 attack on South Carolina Senator Andrew

Pickens Butler, who was absent from the Senate Representative Preston

Brooks of South Carolina, compelled by a sense of duty to defend the
i utler, entered the Senate chamber two days later
mner with a cane. 2 Northerners, bothin
and out of Congress, were horrified and angered by the South
Carolinian’s barbarity. The assault deeply disturbed the sensitive
Burlingame, who had known and been associated with Summer for a
number of years in the Massachusetts Free Soil movement, OnMay 31,

Builingame wrote to his wife:

1 do wish so much to get a chance to speak 1 have tried for four wecks to get the floor but
have not been able to do so. I think there will be a chance early in week after next. Tt is
pecessary for some of us to stay and as usual the duty has fallen on me Summer is better 1
am quite lonely and not very well Don't be alarmed about me

}el:;sseéllt;saelrf‘?a;ure gf.Know—N ot}ﬁngism in Massachusetts,” Oscar Handli

haso quiteejl; and én con”hwast the party’s anti-foreign accomplishment

were qu bl.51gn1 cant.”'* During the next three years, 1855-1857: thi
few publican party absorbed almost all of the Free Soile -K,'

%t llll'gs of Mass}zicémsetts, including Burlingame 2 R
utlingame too is seat in the Thirty-fourth .

3, 1855 The attention of Washington };nd the S;th;g;efi;nfg(?s:;;be

On June 21, Butlingame finally got thefloor His speech, “A Defense of
Massachusetts,” showed careful preparation and was presumably
‘delivered from memory as was his usual practice. Early in the oration
Burlingame set the tone: “With modesty, but with firmness, I cast down
[Massachusetts’] glove to the whole band of her assailants.”® He
itemized and 1ebutted specific charges made against Massachusetts for
its organization of an Emigrant Aid Society and for passing a personal
liberty law He quoted and ridiculed statements by various Southern
' Boston Daily Advertiser. N . congressmen. 1Then he W.armed to the subject most on his mindﬁ—the
analysis of the 1854 M ﬂSSﬁChu’s;tt(;velelé,j 01]?-555%4; Robinson, Warrington', 428 For ai attack on Sumner He praised the senator and compared Brooks to Cain.
N ‘]’:P;\l;liihsauetl‘;c;Ss;_finltf\dftssachtlsetts,” American H ?sc:)%?cg I?eg: ;}s}, IlITIh(Gl)S(E)?]l)zS%%?SfQKHOW
fo:;mal of Americ[:m, Hg:;;oil;cﬁsc;; th,nlp;;[lﬁ?gig ggg Origins of Know Nothingism:_'.

. I(l):i;arzlé:‘n]cﬂin,‘ Boston s Immigrants (New York, 1970), 202-203 -
Baum, “K’now’-Nlcftr}si?; Slfrgl m(i IH’ 400-401; Harrington, Fighting Politician, 92, 43; Dale
Realignment of the 18%0 1 and the Repubhclan Majority in Massachusetts: The Political

s Towrnal of American History, LXIV (Mar , 1978), 959-986: -

¥ Harrington, Fighting Politician, 30-31.
2 Burlingame to his wife, Dec 12,19, 1855, Jan
2 David Denald, Charles Sumner and the Coming of the Ci

289-297
% Burlingame to his wife, May 31, 1856, Buslingame Family Papers

% Congressional Globe, 34 Cong, 1 sess (1855-1856), appendix, 653

2, 10,1858, BurlingameF amily Papers
vil War (New York, 1960),
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He carefully concentrated his remarks on the act itself, however, .an
its perpetrator Finally he raised the issue to another level: - -

The higher question involves the very existence of the Government
of speech is not to remain to us, what

i ince the
erased the depression that he had expenenceéd1 ever Is:tllf:; e
POHSZ Sumner His subtle sense of humor a}ld _conﬁf }t:,_nceiv e
'th?ing his long absence from home and thinking of his o
pgIe

. . : t thi ake a
el 1 sir % tion, he wrote his wife: “The truth is Jennje I don't think In
ec >

7 I
isall this Gavernment worth [?) We shall: ] . " ife makes a slave of a man. . )
whatever we choose to speak, when we will, where we will and how we wili, rega,gf- o good husband. This pOhtlc_zﬁl hfte be able to defeat my reelection—
all the consequences If we are pushed too long and too far, there are men from ost fear you and Dr. Stone wi n’?zs :thin his own district, however,
old commonwealth of Massachusetts who will not shrink from a defense of freeds e like such ‘bad’ men. Withinhiso )
speech, and the honored State they represent, on any field, where they may be 5, ail €op

b i 1t for retaking the seat W}lich he

- Apéile;ﬁf)ﬂ :ttrlrllle}ifjos)?ezr:sg SZFOI:E Only the dramatic elect:on-evci
s o utr mif the weak and haggard Sumner in a show of sx};;p%)re

s - OI; tipped the scales in the race. The voters of Cambridg s
'hlse‘gla]g:lgi(i)ngagle to the Thirty-fifth Congress and—two year

mn . : Y
atcr-—FO he Tch(;iltt}i;izgltggggvl: ;st constituents well, al’,oeilt a little lehsz
: Bg;iril(-;gaai{;leAlthough not a particular friend of Boas;cioolzl 51;1\(;71; Issg,the
. ded to do something for Boston hat}:](gr;tt:](i (:]ﬁlvtl}gle on 1 vs, and the N
ar through hostile Northe _ fehing boundaries He p{ayed a prom txole in the Flose O o the i
Kansas and slavers: e Hiﬁlmﬁgfc?rilp(t)on Constitution. Political
sdission. of Keac:lljl ;a::n l\lvni(tf_lhejﬁbr:ham Lincoln, Williaml:l Sewatd, a_mg | I:
O s, Sumner as Republican orators who were consmten%y 1agzt1imn
Chtzri: lf(s)xizls:rglr(;irthe slavery issue. Looking forvn'rgrd tto t;f‘ﬁi 1 g ‘zg “?h é

i | w

ia. The Massachusetts champig Yie s£d that the Republicans would elect a Presic eaI:ed e exraon
. ' f the people, and after we have extermina chfaces
e ON th. then, if the slave Senate will not give way, v:f,seow1 g
i_from be cﬁle’u e; and nether millstones of our power. e
e 6 e ofp 5’16 1860 election, Burlingame was clearly wi 1'1r1.n °
el tHlmment of the Republican party He was as uncompr 0m1f51 t}%e

i (ile s ever to slavery but advocated ppn—exter.m{ondo an
4 tation gsex than the radical solution of abolition He ]olllnel n:.i iny
s in {la arty in considering William H. Se.war d, he ?averg
thisncllgx flér 1::he Republican nomination, too r.ach(‘:‘a%h(;n ﬂ:a:: t?o E‘L; my

" i i vative - ,

b i o e e
e 3

i i et
wlingame originally had in mind was his friend and form

hani Banks.
“congressional colleague from Massachusetts, I(;lafthan;eldgadlo(:ked
..Burlgingame and other Banks supportetlsthhqpfn - (;IS B e oonie
i hich they could present their mar . mise
-.gg;lgfcrll;ign ]t?gn‘;ringame went to the convention in Chicago fu

In the speech Burlingame had carefully avoided attacking Brg
personally with the single exception of the remark about Cain, Yet whil
praise for the speech poured in from the North, the South Caroli;
promptly challenged Burlingame to a duel Buirlingame di
fight, but under pressure from the Northern press he reaffirme
speech without qualification and on July 21 responded to Brooks
Burlingame chose Clifton House on the Canadian side of Niagara Fa]j
as the place For weapons the former Detroit shar rifle

d not win

hoped for this result, but still he had gone to Clifton House prepareq
face his antagonist From that time on he had the public reputation of

northern man who would fight,” but privately the affair did not end 4
Niagara Falls Brooks tried to '

. he had and in doing so showed more
common sense than cowardice He and most other Americans in the
1850°s considered the “code duello” an uncivilized vestige of
romanticized past Burlingame and his constituents believed that his
conduct had been “manly and honorable” throughout the affair His

reputation was secure, and he regarded any further exchanges with
Brooks to be foolish 27

. the Republica
presidential nominee Because of the Brooks affair, large and

enthusiastic crowds greeted him everywhere he went This publi
® Ihid , 653-656

* There are several accounts of the abortive duel. See Wilson, History, II, 492-493;
James E Camphell, “Sumner-Brooks-Burlingame or the Last of the Great Challenges,”
Ohio Areheological and Historieal Quarterly, XXIV {1925), 435-473; John Bigelow,
Retrospections on an Active Life (New York, 1909), L, 185-170 Camphell implies that
Burlingame ran from the duel, and Wilson and Bigelow say that he was ready to fight See
also Burlingame to his wife, no date {filed with 1858 correspondence), Burlingame Famil
Papers; William Winter to Burlingame, July 28, 1856, ibid ; Rollin H. Neale to Burlingams; -
July 29, 1856, ibid : Washington National Intelligencer, June 23, July 21, 24, 1856; :
Washington Evening Star, July 19, 21, 23, 18586; Pierce, Sumner, 111, 492-494; Donald,
Sumner, 300-311; Harrington, Fighting Politician, 33

is wi y lingame Family Papess
X , . to his wife, Sept 1, 1856, Bur : or Now 5,
: B“‘}’l“gamz tz h:: wife, Aug 1, 3, 6, 10, 1856, ibid ; Boston Dadg ]gfiatéeort:ser, ov
'i%ﬁB&rozlgSa,HiSSS; Pierce,,Sumner, 111, ??;;5813;3])0?1;1 Sf;{r;z;iﬁ:;iscences. L 18216,
: d i i History, III, 97-98. Boutwell, | : . 2
C . Quot?ialmcl;glels{éré’(:osg,, 1ysess (1857-1858), a‘ppendix, 289-291; Burlingave
:_-\\v(;E’;g?XS;ON, 1857, I!Zeb 11, 1858, Burlmg!a\]mteg ]E’a‘n'lulsr Il’::lxlelz'ss papess, linots Hitorial
| 1860, Nathanie s
3 Burlingame to Banks, Feb 16, i
Society
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optimism and determination He promised Banks: “I wi]] do all
man can do for my friend I have more hope than ever You
the ticket. " Banks did not even have the majority o

he winter made Peking
2 hirthday Largely because' { _ : ne
fory -?rsixebgitd ?1?)‘; proceed to the cap1tgl uptll the ]iollox}*;’:nagslri gu
: es1Slb fJ’nited States bad no legation buﬂdm% E% ) g%%en 2 smal
acy rassach ince | fth half of his first year’s salary. The other ha f had been usod 15
 oan conten e i hina. He had no staff other than
o e i wsportation to C | e ot
ay !]15 ; alh pmissionary turned diplomat who served asse etary of fhe
fiaos, 31 hills twelve miles west of Peking, Burhnga_nll stablished
Irlleg;tion at Sanshanan (Temple of the Three Hills). He
T

enthusiastically »

i
gationt.
During the 1860 presidential campaign, Burlingame, as ope sumime

Republicans’ most popular and eff

” i Soil meeting place in
i k tumped ; “rremont Temple” after the favorite Free
€Ctive speakers, stumpe extens - " | o
for Abraham Lincoln Undoubtedly Builingame’s efforts proy 'OSt(')tlill e Civil War raging at home, Burlingame sometim
invaluable to Republican success in th _

e critical states bordefi'
Great Lakes Back home in Cambridge, however, William A

took advantage of the incumbent’s absence to defeat hi

Immediately after entering the White House,

Burlingame by appointing him minister to Austria 3 -
After his confirmation Builingame quickly departed for Eurg

iy
had reached Paris in June, 1861, when Secretary of State Willi
Seward informed him of his trans

rominenttole
ulse to retun to do his military dlgly Hzrhigéarlilzriljtsihed an acute
i : leading to the w ; by
; s episodes leading : lingame,
a"sevirila I;szantft;anspiring in the United States.h]enfr:t‘ig"n g
teres in Peking, wrote to hex :

. r husband in Pe )

vho had joined he the papers, Anson declares that he cannot bear to

7 from the country an 8 14 ( fbeing ab]e to
a7 T( 2 H at once, I the hope

¢ away v any i()l'! er, butmust start O. A

e . e ser vice there han hete but in hlS more SObEI leﬂectloll‘i he feels that
t]. hlS country m s

i , 3%
.+ is doing more good by remaining here

ibuti fHort
i i 11 contribution to the war e
s minis lingame did make a sma . oflort
. mlnl&féi}Bgu‘i }llir%a to close its harbors to Confederate cruisers s
y persu 40u
| ] is humble, rural
g Amgagﬁlmgame had traveled a long way fr_oinul}m; 223 1ble, runal
ApSO He could not credit his successes to gteat inte 1g nce ot evente
B ergy. but he had one genuine talent: a _naturaking e to
re?él)e/n H%sy ,a{-fable personality complemented his spea
ora

prilet
m for ree]

Lincoln- rg

thenever the mail comes, and we read

and his introduction in Congress ¢
resolution terming Sardinia a “frst class Power” after its 1859 vict

over Austria ** The new diplomat readily accepted the change and miag
arrangements to proceed directly to Asia Bef

Burlingame met Benjamin Moran, the assistant secretary of the United.

iti . He also seemed to have an

. but I find him only ordinary and totally u gain him fIiends arl;dlclijtrjllllél‘?ssl ;}fg 1\1?;: not especially Comagequs’-b‘tlt

for any Diplomatic Post 73 Such things had been said about him befor; nstinct‘fo.r makuzig é)ute Sengitivity e e propelied hia into
but as in the past he plunged ahead full of enthusiasm, “I proceed tom his optimism and a

new post with diffidence,” Burlingame wrot
pleasure for there is a fine field and I am yet

i i da
iginal thinker, he possesse
e Seward, “but still wit controversial situations Although not an origin
>
The new minister arrived at Macao in Octo

i ible in his public
o strong faith in ideas. Politics bad taugh't hﬁn tt% b: iz::;onal  his public
i, 1561, a me sociations, but he adhered dogmatically personal oroee ontly
bEI, 1861, a month befor __aSSOC‘- . )tO Sla\’er, for examp]e’ never wavel}? el i popular
:..Olpposplyi?r?ed individual rights and freedoms and the beli
cham

% Burlingame ta Banks May 3, 1860, Nathaniel P Banks Papers, Library of Congress o He was an evangelical fundamentalist on the subject o
= GOVEITIL

* Harrington, F ighting Politician, 41-49; Reinhare H Luthin, The First Lincol _
Campaign (Cambridge, Mass 1944}, 110, 139-143; Exic Foner, Free Soil, Free Labor, Free
Men: The Ideology of the Republican Party before the Civil Way (Lendon, 1970), 205, 216,

¥ Lincoln to Seward, Mar 18, 1861, in Roy P Basler (ed.), The Collected Works of

Abraham Lincoln {New Brunswick, N I, 1953, Iv, 292-293; Boston Daily Advertiser,
Nov 6, 1880; Pierce Sumner, IV, 33

¥ Seward to Burlingame, June 17, 1861, Di

. ew i i i handicap
Th CIn minister’s lack of diplomatic experience did not
e ;

hIIIl as mu ll m Pekll‘l as it I]llght llave e]se“‘
B | hln ital 1 tb eall ESG“ s wWas cond"cted on a eIS()na! a'"(]

. diplomatic
- ‘ > ame, the only other
plomatic Instructions of the Department of informal basis In addition to Burling, :

State, 1801-1506, Chinz, General Records of the Department of State, Record Group 59;:
National Archives. Hereafter cited as Diplomatic Instructions, China, RG 59, NA
Congressional Globe 3 Cong , 1 sess (18603, 1824; Wiltiams, Burlingame, 14 :

; Burlingame to
W, A. P. Martin, A Cycle of Cathay or China (New York, 1900}, 222; Burling

Seward, Sept 16, 1862, China DeSpatChes’-Rc . I;ANov 11, 1862, Burlingame Family
% Sarah Agnes Wallace and Frances Elmag Gillespie (eds ), The Journal of Benjamin T Mys Burlingame to her father (Isaac Livermore), >
Moran 1857-1865 (Chicago, 1948), II, 867-868 : Papers
¥ Burlingame to Seward, Sept 10, 1861, Despatches from United States Ministers to
China, 1843-

0 ; ward, Mar 17,1864,
# Mes Burlingame to her sister, Oct 9, 1862, ibid ; Burlingame to Sewar

1806, General Records of the Department of State ®

Archives Hereafte

» Record Group 59, Nation l. China Despatches, RG 59. NA
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o Treaty of Nanking in 1843 and continuing through the Treaties of
centsin of 1858 and the Peking Convention of 1860, the Westerners had
cected a “treaty system.” The United States had never formally joined
. any of the military actions against China but participated in the treaty
stem through separate treaties, which guaranteed most-favored-
tion status to the United States These unequal treaties forced upon
fhe Chinese a foreign commerce which they did not want The treaties
equired tariffs to be negotiated and did not allow the Chinese to
otermine their own duties Another provision was extraterritorjality,
', legal immunity, which protected Westerners in China from arrest
nd prosecution by the Chinese The treaties also specified thatall treaty
ations would enjoy the privileges gained by any treaty nation in China.
\fter comnmitting many years to the struggle for human digrity and
scial justice, Burlingame could not accept the forceful methods and
igoted attitudes which had created the treaty system *

‘In order to defend its interests under the treaties, the Chinese
overnment initiated efforts to reform its own diplomatic methods
Oply a few months before Burlingame’s arrival in Peking, the emperor’s
overnment created the Tsungli Yamen, China’s first Western-style
oreign office Initially the Tsungli Yamen consisted of only three
srominent Chinese officials and had only a weak and informalrolein the
avernment The mandarin in charge of this new office, however, was
rince Kung, the de facto head of the Chinese government. Under his
eadership the Tsungli Yamen quickly became the chief contact
‘between the Western representatives and the imperial government

Traditionally, the Chinese had assumed that all other nations were
morally and culturally inferior to the Middle Kingdom and had treated
other countries as tributary states Most Chinese officials in the 18607s still

adhered to this hierarchical and Sinocentric world view. The Tsungli
amen met stiff domestic opposition because it represented 2 new, more
irect, and egalitarian mode of international relations. Burlingame
ecognized that Prince Kung had effected a dramatic innovation in
Chinese foreign policy and became a sympathetic supporter of his
eform efforts 47
. The Chinese and Western concepts of international relations and of
ach other seemed to provide little ground for compromise, but with

Iepresentatives permanently stationed in Peking were th
F r.en.ch, and Russian ministers The total of legation e_-Bn
mussionaries, and other Westerners in the capital city numbe:eic)ielr: oy
ﬁfty among a Chinese population of several hundred thousand Fsst_h
circumstances this small group became a close personal as i
pmfessmnall‘community In a private letter to Seward Busl"mu
wrote that “my colleagues are all my warm friends 4 D'r ll'ng
questions were often discussed over dinner, during a game of] P
on a I}orseback ride. In this situation Builingame, the con ec%r
eng;lalgmg politician with the natural talent of per suasion and eglorgﬁi i
sz;ié Iajzsumed a predominant role among the Westerners in the Chnfrll
Burhngan-le also overcame quickly his lack of knowledge df'C
Before Lec'elving his appointment to the post in Peking, he had
takfen any interest in Asia He had made only one recor déd refer
Chma, on the floor of the House of Representatives. Fm lolre
orator’s stereotype, he had remarked that when he was Ieadg t(gj d
from practicality, he would “join the immovable civilization of Ci"'
and take the false doctrines of Confucius for my guide, with thl'Il
backward-looking thoughts "% After arriving in China l;e bega;
un_derstand that such comments were symptomatic o,f the eguai
mlsunde-rstanding that separated the Eastern and Western civilizgat'
Both Chmese’ and Westerners were basically ignorant and disresp, K;lf]
of eagh other’s culture Consequently, Westerners had often IesoL;fgd"
coercion of _the Chinese in an effort to overcome stubborn and hay h
\(i}hlriese tr}tlesmtancedt;) Western intrusions into China. In the fa i
Yestern threats and for i itrar
Bt cats and fo ;éa:, the Chinese became even more recalcitran

l‘:)l;izjieilmgzrg)a(?hma, 1nd186l, thifmf'ce policy was the rule It was said “the Chinese s
: tians, and must be forced inta our civilization;” or, i it
Ianguage of the time, it was said, “you must take them by the th}oatri'din the e

In this c!ash of cultures Burlingame recognized some of the same:' cial
and social prejudices which had surrounded the slavery issue i
United States At home he had always opposed the coercion of one rac
by anpther, and in China he continued to adhere to that same principl

Before Burlingame’s arrival in 1861, Western nations primarily Bﬁ'tal
and France, had on several occasions employed naval and milita

torces to coerce China into signing “unequal treaties ” Beginning ¥ e e e e e

46, 150-164, 212-929, 238-242, 509-523, 602-623, 673-678; Te-kong Tong, United States
Diplomacy in China, 1844-60 (Seattle, 1964), 223-234, 280-285

 Burlingame to Seward, Oct 23, Dec 12,1862, China Despatches, RG 59, NA; Mary C.
-~ Wright, The Last Stand of Chinese Conservatism: The T'ung-Chik Restoration, 1862-1874
- {(New York, 1967), 224-226; Samuel §. Kim, “Americas First Minister to China: Anson
* Burlingame and the Tsungli Yamen,” Maryland Historign, ITT {Fall, 1972), 8761 It should
be noted that Burlingame wis America’s first resident minister in Peking and not America’s
first minister to China. Three of Burlingame's predecessors in China-—Caleb Cushing,
Williasn B Reed, and Jobn E Ward—held the rank of envoy extraordinary and minister

= plenipotentiary

4 Burlingame to Seward, private, Dec 23 1863, ibid

2 Mrs Burlingame to her father Jan 12, 18 i ]
e s , 1863, Burlingame Family P ;
‘\f:;zlllpel]y, My Bemzmscances {New York, 1918), I, 432; Martin, C illrélo);‘ Ca?lfrs’ g;phgg
illiams, Burlingame, 20, 26-30 , Y s

:: Goniga‘es.sional Globe, 35 Cong | 1 sess (1857-1858). appendix, 201
. Burffngame to Seward, Apr 10, 1867, China Despatches, RG 59, NA
* Burlingame to Seward, Nov 9, 1864, ibid ; Pumpelly, Reminiscences, 1, 380 :
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the American minister continued to adhere to the cooperative approach.
‘When Americans or other foreigners in China raised questions of
‘commerce, 1esidence, or other treaty issues with the Chinese govern-
‘ment, Burlingame consistently extended to the imperial government
force 4% With his Western colleagues he began to formulateasigniﬁ'c'ant “every courtesy due to a sovereign nation He steadfastly .rejectfad the
new approach to Sino-Western relations called the “cooperative policy: “counsel of those foreigners who advocated menacing China with the
an attempt to replace the existing cultural confrontation with discussions “threat of Western naval or military power 51 . _
and conciliation To Burlingame cooperation represented an enlighte; The greatest proof of Butlingame’s consistently cooperative and
ed and deliberate alternative to coercion To Secretary of State Sewas “conciliatory attitude toward the Chinese came in Novembe.r, 1867,
who encouraged Burlingame to pursue this effort, the cooperative polié_j; “when the imperial government appointed him its fu st diplomatic envoy
appeared to be of practical benefit for the United States. As long as the ‘to the Western nations Prince Kung apd hlS' colleagues’ in the
Civil War raged at home, the application of American military or naval ‘government expressed the same confidence in Burlingame as he had in
force in China would have been impossible “them. They were registering their understandable approval of his
In the spring of 1863, Burlingame initiated a series of detaileq “cooperative approach over the coercive methods of other Wes.temers
discussions with each of the other Western representatives in an effort ¢ The I'sungli Yamen did not give Buzlingame detailed instructions bl‘lt
tormalize Sino-Western cooperation in Peking The odds were against “expected him “to personally state their case at foreign courts, e?(pla;’ln
him, as they had been when he first ran successfully for Congress as 4 ‘their difficulties, and urge the 1easons for theit own policy "5
Know Nothing On June 20, 1863, however, he was able to inform - Burlingame accepted the Chinese post as a new opportunity to pursue
Seward that he had gained the assent of Sit Frederick Bruce of Great “his efforts toward reform of Sino-Western relations 5
Britain, Jules Berthemy of France, and L D. Balluzeck of Russia to'a .- Throughout 1868 and 1869, Burlingame and his entourage of Chinese
formal statement of cooperation with the Chinese government. “The ‘co-envoys and Western secretaries traveled through the United States
four Bs,” as the ministers were called, agreed to respect Ching’s “and Eutope Innumerous public speeches and in private meetings with
sovereignty and territory and not to interfere in internal Chinese affairs. “high government officials, Burlingame advocated Western forbearance
They also offered to give advice and moral support to the emper in China and cooperation with the Chinese government Ciriticism,
government and endorsed some specific programs to assist China i owever, dogged the heels of the Burlingame mission His detractors
reforming its army, navy, and customs service Burlingame’s enthusias “argued that Chinese hostility and resistance to foreigners made force the
for areform effort and his talents for politics and persuasion had played < only means for advancing Western interests in the Middle Kingd.on? 54
an important role in this agreement, which represented a significan “Despite his adversaries, Burlingame remained the perpetual optimist
departure from the past % B “The obstacles in his path to peacefully reconciling China and tI.w Waest
The cooperative policy did not work any instant miracles. Th - were laige, but he refused to believe that the task was impossible. He
unequal treaties still remained in effect. Most Chinese officials1emained: ook hope from his early antislavery struggles and the ultim'ate success of
suspicious and resentful of the West But at least the Tsunghi Yamenand hat movement. He believed that the advocates of force in China were
the four foreign representatives were making an attempt at working: like Southerners whom he had heard say “that the only way to treat a
with, rather than against, each other Within a few years, however, ‘nigger’ was to enslave him and then, when slavery made him deceitful
changes within the diplomatic community and the continuing inequiti and lazy, would whip him to cure the sins resulting from their own false
of the treaty system began to undermine this hopeful initiative f “principles.”® Emancipation, however, had demanded the price of a
friendly and peaceful relations between China and the Western nation .bloody civil war He believed that change in China would be much less

By 1865 Burlingame was the only one of “the four B’s” still in Peking, but: costly. “The imagination kindles at the future which may be,” he told a

characteristic optimism Burlingame assumed that some accommeg; &
tion was possible He assisted the Tsungli Yamen in learning abg
Western diplomatic practices, and he sought to convince Westery
officials, in his words, to “substitute fair diplomatic action in China foy

3 Burlingame to Seward, private, June 21, 1863, China Despatches, RG 59, NA;
= Burlingame to Seward, Feb 28, 1866, ibid
2 Williams to Seward Dec 23, 1867, ibid.
% Williams to Seward, Nov 28 1867, ibid ; Burlingame to Seward, Dec. 14, 1867, ibid ;
North China Herald, Dec 24, 1867; Kim, “America’s First Minister to China,” 101

% Williams, Burlingame, 141, 166, 202-203
- % Burlingame to Samuel Wells Williams, Jan 23, 1870, Williams Family Papers, Yale
University Library

* Burlingame to George ' Seward, June 15, 1864, enclosed in Burlingame to William H:;
Scward, June 18, 1864, China Despatches, RG 59, NA; Burlingame to W H Seward, (
30, 1863, ibid ; Martin, Cycle of Cathay, £33 E

# Seward to Burlingame, Mar 6, 1862 Diplomatic Instructions, China, RG 59, N

% Burlingame to Seward, June 20, 1863, China Despatches, RG 59, NA For a deta
account of Burlingame's contribution to the cooperative policy see David L Anderso
“Anson Burlingame: American Architect of the Cooperative Policy in China, 1861-1871
Diplomatic History, 1 {Summer. 1977}, 239-255 :
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Ne i « . '
Ch;;aY’g;kAfi:;gf%ce’]‘ and Wh}110h will be if you will be fair and ju
: urlingame the diplomat i

th . el plomat was still Anson Burlipess

o (f): rfq ef;)r?;er. Hls opposition to unfairness and injustice had c.:[rl}ng_am

- ressmontler orator, to a New England reformer, to aned.h-.

haII%l sman, to an innovative diplomat, and finally to a s:alf~ Ioplop'u}
onizer of Eastern and Western civilizations Proclaime

RGENT GRADUALISM:

he Case of

e American Union for the

5 . elief and Improvement of the Colored Race
Quoted in Williams, Burlingame. 139 :

James R. Stirn

HISTORIANS OF ANIE-BELLUM America have managed to study, dissect,
iid label the various segments of the antislavery movement An excep-
 is a small group that gathered at Boston in January, 1835, to plan and
iblicize a theme of urgent gradualism. They called themselves the
inerican Union for the Relief and Improvement of the Colored Race.
Heir goals were to: (1) convince Southern planters that slavery must
nd: (2) initiate the religious and secular education of Negroes; and (3)
romote dispassionate inquiry into the difficulties of abolition in
\merica, the West Indies, and elsewhere with an aim at overcoming
those difficulties.
“Because the American Union failed to gain much popular suppoit,
istorians have either ignored it or else dismissed it as merely a
fversionary maneuver designed to draw attention away from the ever
thore outspoken Garrison! Admittedly, fear of Garrison infused the
terprise from the start and caused the organizers to launch the society
ematurely and to become embroiled in an open confrontation with
he notorious Boston agitator.? Many potential converts, already dis-
gusted with the noisy theoretical contentions between colonizationists
and abolitionists, foresaw more of the same and were quickly disillu-

Lfghn L Thomas, The Liberator: William Lloyd Garrison, A Biography (Boston, 1963),
5, Williarm H. Pease & Jane H Pease {eds ), The Antislavery Argument {Indianapolis,
1965), xlix; Phyllis M. Bannan, Arthur and Lewis Tappan (Amn Arbor, 1972), 94-95 The
inost authoritative treatment of the Union is to be found in Bertram Wyatt-Brown, Lewis
Tappan and the Evangelical War Against Slavery (Cleveland, 1969}, 134-141. Wyatt-
Browr’s account is sympathetic and full of insights, but emphasizes the role of the Tappan
brothers, John and Charles, in Boston, who saw the new organization as a means of luring
their aholitionist brother, Arthur, away from Garrison’s influence

* Robert C Senior, New England Congregationalism and the Antislavery Movements,
1830-1860 (Ann Arbor, 1967), 88; Journal of Freedom {New Haven), Jan 29, 1835; a
‘running account of the Union's opening proceedings also appears in Liberator, (Boston),
Jan 24, 31, 1835
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