
  Cascade Township Planning Commission 

 July 15, 2014 

7:00 PM 

Cascade Town Hall 

2025 75th St. NE 

 

Agenda 
 

 

Time Topic Presenters  Attachments Purpose 
7:00 PM Call to Order Chair, Char Brown   

 Roll Call Scribe, Ron Schaap  Establish a quorum 

 Pledge of Allegiance Chair, Char Brown   

 Announcement of Agenda Chair, Char Brown  Adjust agenda, as 

necessary 

 Approval of Minutes Scribe, Ron Schaap Not available Establish a factual record 

Limit 5 min 

per participant 

Call to the Audience  Public Participants  Comments permitted on 

any topic not the subject of 

a public hearing 

Time limits as 

announced 

Public Hearings 

-- Majestic Meadows Preliminary 

Plat 

All present will 

have an opportunity 

to speak MajesticMeadowsPrel
imPlatStaffRev.pdf

 

Obtain public testimony 

and comment 

 Update from the Town Board Town Board Rep, 

Arlen Heathman 

 Information exchange 

 New Business 

 --  Discuss Plans to Revise Zoning 

Ordinance 

Commissioners 

Changes.pdf

VacationRentalsInfof
orweb.pdf

Duluth.pdf

 

Decisions and actions 

 Round-the-table Commissioners  Open forum 

Limit 5 min 

per participant 

Second Call to the Audience Public Participants  Comments permitted on 

any topic not the subject of 

a public hearing 

 Adjournment All   

 

 

Note Items 
 

1.) Revise Zoning Ordinance to align with Olmsted County, incorporate definitions, add construction storm 

water requirements and add vacation rental regulations 

2.) Revise Subdivision Ordinance to align with Olmsted County and capture open space requirement 

modification 
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3.) Post Construction Storm Water Ordinance (tentative) 
 

Voting Members: 

Char Brown  Daniel Frissora  Arlen Heathman  Ron Schaap  

Chuck Masog        

Ex Officio Non-voting Members: 

Michael Brown  Roger Ihrke  David Meir    

    

0 = absent  
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CASCADE TOWNSHIP  
OLMSTED COUNTY – MINNESOTA 
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 
 

JUNE 17, 2014 
 

Planning Commission Members present were:  Chairperson Char 
Brown,  Ron Schaap, Scribe, and Commissioners Dan Frissora and Arlen 
Heathman.  Absent: Chuck Masog.   
 

Other Attendees:  Cascade Township Clerk/Treasurer Michael Brown, 
Administrator Roger Ihrke (TCPA) and David Meir.   
These are advisory Ex-officio Members. Other township residents as 
recorded on the meeting attendance log. 
 

1. ROLL CALL 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
3. ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE AGENDA 
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES AS AMENDED 

Motion of Commissioner Frissora to approve minutes of previous 
meeting. Seconded by Commissioner Heathman.   Motion 
approved.   Commissioner/Chairperson Char Brown read Notice 
for Public Hearing and Time Limits for the Hearing.   
Chairperson Brown read the Agenda and asked if there were 
questions.  None were asked.   
 
A. Chairperson Brown opened hearing for Majestic Meadows 

(GDP).  She asked Roger Ihrke (TCPA) for opening comments 
(GDP) will be discussed first, followed by the zoning change 
requirement.   

a. Lower the open space requirement to 1.6% instead of 
the present 10%. 

b. Existing environmental corridor would be used.   
c. Majestic Meadows is a 73 acre parcel and would have 22 

lots.   
d. It is consistent with the county plan.  Olmsted County 

Land Use Plan was handed out to the Commissioners.   
e. Roger stated the property would be connected by road to 

River Highlands and the county road.   
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f. Chairperson Brown asked why a variance was necessary 
for  building on site.  Roger stated that you must have an 
open space and building site variance.   

g. Plan calls for three retention ponds within the lots on the 
property. 

h. Pros and Cons were discussed.   
i. First lift would be put down in 2014 if time lines for plot 

approval are met.   
j. Commissioner Heathman asked if homeowners would 

maintain the ponds.  Roger responded that a  
Homeowners Association  would be taking care of the 
ponds.    

k. Commissioner Heathman questioned what number 
would be used for lot size -  3 or 3 ½ acres.  Heathman 
also questioned the plans numbers.    

l. Commissioner Frissora asked if pond size was included 
in lot size.  Roger’s reply was “Yes, they are”. 

5. GENERAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
Presenters: Bill Tointon  and Mr. Johnson     

 Plans were bought in April, May and June is here now.  
A. Discussion 
 Would like to keep out building on lot three of plan which 

would require a variance.   
 Request 1.6 acres of open space instead of 10% of total land. 
 Public road access has been asked for and a verbal “yes” has 

been given by the county.   
 McGhie & Betts is looking at alternative designs for ponds. 

(Vertical Infiltration) and environmental corridor.   
 Restrictions to a Homeowners Association should include 

basin maintenance.   
 Suggestion was made to turn in a plot plan when the building 

permit is granted.   
 No permanent sign will be used on property. 
 There is one open well on lot three of site.  
 March 1999, 1.35 acres was rolling average on Olmsted County 

Land use map.  (Filed with public records) 
 Commissioner Frissora asked if drain tile ran through the 

property.  Mr.Tointon did not know, so he will contact the ASC 
office to find out. 
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 Chairman Brown asked about existing septic systems.  There is 

only one on site.  Roger stated set back requirements are met for 
other lots.  Tanks would have to be removed at present septic site.   

 Chairman Brown asked if other access points to the river have 
been considered.  Ex. Sally Hills Environmental Paths, however, 
they are not open to the public until trails are improved.  

 Supervisor Arlen asked about turn lanes onto the property and 
variance for existing buildings. 

 
6. Chairperson Brown called for comments in favor of the proposed 

site plan.    
a. Mr. Lenny Laures spoke in favor of the site.   

-Questioned access to storm water ponds and easement for 
cleaning ponds. 
-Lenny said 1.6 acre open space is a question for me. 
-Also stated a variance for the out building may head to uses 
not favorable to future home owners.   

       b.  Comments against. 
        -Fred Daley stated rule on open space should be followed.   
 c.  Closed public comments at 8:05 pm. 
    

7. Chairperson Brown declared discussion open for board 
comments.  
a. Commissioner Frissora asked what is meant by future plans.  

How do we respond to future plan now. 
b. Chairperson Brown asked about acreage size.  73.03 said 

survey will be done for plot plan.  Roger of TCPA stated that no 
court house documents are accurate.   

 
8. Chairman Brown asked why a variance for a pole shed.  Because it 

is a 60,000 square foot building and a waste of a good building 
was the answer.  It may be torn down if not up to code was 
another comment. 

9. Mr. Johnson talked about benefits of open space near 
Environmental corridors.  It would make it wider. 
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10. Commissioners Heathman, Frissora, Brown and Schaap all 
made final comments.   

11. Roger (TCPA) said developer is showing many things in     
            Plan.  Not hiding anything. 

12. Commissioner Frissora made motion to approve plan. 
            Supervisor Heathman seconded the motion. 
            Chairperson Brown made amendment to include  
            Considering access to the river from the west.  
            Motion with amendment, Approved.  

13. Roger asked for approval for R1 from A3 zoning for this 
            Property.  Said mining across the road would cause some 
            Concern with traffic and noise, but it is not different from  
            other R1 subdivisions.   

14. Commissioner Schaap made a motion to approve the R1  
             Zoning.  Seconded by Commissioner Frissora.  Motion   
            approved – all ayes.  

 
 
 

15. TOWNSHIP BOARD REPORT – Supervisor Heathman 
 St. Mary’s barn incident.  Four deputies called. 
 Frito Lay trash issue was addressed. 
 Athelon Abatement Company discussed.  Should be no 

commercial business in RA zone.  
 Kevin Binkley – most of his equipment is gone  Hotel run on 

property for Mayo visitors. 
 Community building definition will be brought by Char 

Brown to next meeting.   
 Annual Financial audit will be June 18th. 
 Glen’s Motor Coach would like to widen his driveway. 
 Cameron Drive NW black top is finished.  
 Garbage dumpster was discussed. 
 Township Board short course will be held June 19th at the 

Ramada Inn in Rochester.  All supervisors, except Laures 
will attend.   

    
 

16. Unfinished Business 
a.  Adopt rules of procedure 
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b.      Motion by Commissioner Ron Schaap.  Seconded by 

Commssioner Heathman. 
    Motion approved. 

c.     Illicit discharge ordinance 
 Appeals would go to board of adjustment. 

                 Page 3.  Changed urbanized area – remove it.  
 Section III.  Remove phrase, “as describe on the 

attached map and in the definition”  pp.3  
 Section IIII.  Any duties of Responsibility for 

Administration 
d.       Clerk Brown stated it would be in our best interest to use       

     the county’s template. 
            e.        Motion made by Commissioner Schaap to approve IDO as        

      amended.  Seconded by Commissioner Heathman. 
      Aye:  Schaap, Heathman, Brown 
      Nye:  Commissioner Frissora 

           f.          Motion by Commissioner Frissora and seconded by      
                       Commissioner Heathman to adjourn the meeting at 9:12 pm. 
                       Aye:  Brown, Frissora, Heathman, Schaap 
  Nay:  None 
  Abstain:  None 
  Motion Approved.   
 
 
Respectfully Submitted.   
 
 
 
 
Ron Schaap, Scribe               Char Brown, Planning Commission Chair 





























[Quoted text hidden]





Prepared by Char Brown  7/8/2014 

Summary of Changes to the County Planning and Zoning Ordinance: 

1.  New definitions: 

a. Heavy Vehicle 

b. Marina 

c. Practical Difficulties 

d. Road Use Agreement 

2. Sec 4.02.A.5, criteria for granting CUP modified with respect to transportation impact analysis 

requirements 

3. Sec 4.08, major revision of Variance section 

4. Sec 6.00, deleted conditional/interim use for supervised living facilities 

5. Sec 6.02, deleted conditional/interim use for supervised living facilities 

6. Sec 6.04, deleted conditional/interim use for State licensed day care 13-16 persons 

7. Sec 8.00, added marina to conditional/interim use table 

8. Sec 10.04 E, added marina to Table 1- Required Parking Spaces 

9. Sec 10.48, major revision of Transportation Impact Reports section 

Additional desired changes to the Cascade Township Planning and Zoning Ordinance: 

1.  New definitions: 

a. Community Building 

b. Park 

2. Incorporation of construction storm water management requirements 

3. Incorporation of vacation rental regulations (Per the direction of the Town Board, in advance of 

anticipated County ordinance changes) 
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Vacation Rentals Regulations 
 
Vacation rental units are defined in the City of Duluth Legislative Code Chapter 50 (Unified Development 
Chapter) as Vacation Dwelling Units and Accessory Vacation Dwelling Units and are subject to the 
regulations described here.  Please contact the City Planning Division at 218-730-5580 to learn about the 
process for obtaining a permit to operate a vacation rental and to schedule a pre-application meeting. 
 
Vacation Dwelling Unit – a habitable unit in a dwelling providing sleeping, cooking, eating, living and 
sanitation facilities that are physically separated from other habitable units that may or may not be 
located in the same building for periods of occupancy from 3 to 21 days.  This use does not include 
hotels, motels, or bed and breakfasts. 
 
Accessory Vacation Dwelling Unit – an accessory dwelling unit as defined by this chapter that is used for 
periods of occupancy from 3 to 21 days. 
 
Vacation Dwelling Units and Accessory Vacation Dwelling Units are allowed as an Interim Use in RR-1, 
RR-2, R-1, R-2, R-P, MU-N, and F-5 districts.  All vacation rentals must obtain an Interim Use Permit. 
 
Vacation Dwelling Unit Interim Use Permit Standards: 

1. The minimum rental period shall not be less than 5 nights during the period from June 15 to 
September 15. The minimum rental period shall not be less than 2 nights during the rest of the 
year. 

2. The total number of persons that may occupy the vacation dwelling unit is one person plus the 
number of bedrooms multiplied by two. 

3. Off-street parking shall be provided at the following rate: 
a. 1-2 bedroom unit, 1 space 
b. 3-4 bedroom unit, 2 spaces 
c. 5+ bedroom unit, 3 spaces 

4. Only one motorhome (or pickup-mounted camper) and/or one trailer either for inhabiting or for 
transporting recreational vehicles (ATVs, boat, personal watercraft, snowmobiles, etc.) may be 
parked at the site, on or off the street. 

5. The property owner must obtain all licenses and permits from the City of Duluth and State of 
Minnesota required for guest occupancy on the property for 3 to 21 days. 

6. The property owner must provide required documents and adhere to additional requirements 
listed in the City of Duluth’s UDC Application Manual related to the keeping of a guest record, 
designating and disclosing a local contact, property use rules, taxation, and interim use permit 
violations procedures. 

7. The interim use permit shall expire upon change in ownership of the property or in six years, 
whichever occurs first. 

 
Accessory Vacation Dwelling Unit Interim Use Permit Standards: 
An accessory vacation dwelling unit may be created within, or detached from, any one-family dwelling or 
vacation dwelling unit in those districts shown where allowed by Table 50-19.8, provided these 



Page 2 of 3 
 

standards are met: 
1. Only one accessory vacation dwelling unit may be created per lot. 
2. No variances shall be granted for an accessory vacation dwelling unit. 
3. An accessory vacation dwelling unit shall contain no more than 800 square feet of floor area and 

shall be consistent in character and design with the primary dwelling. 
4. If a separate outside entrance is necessary for an accessory vacation dwelling unit located within 

the primary building, that entrance must be located either on the rear or side of the building. 
5. The minimum rental period shall not be less than 5 nights during the period from June 15 to 

September 15. The minimum rental period shall not be less than 2 nights during the rest of the 
year. 

6. The total number of persons that may occupy the vacation dwelling unit is one person plus the 
number of bedrooms multiplied by two. 

7. Off-street parking shall be provided at the following rate: 
a. 1-2 bedroom unit, 1 space 
b. 3-4 bedroom unit, 2 spaces 
c. 5+ bedroom unit, 3 spaces 

8. Only one motorhome (or pickup-mounted camper) and/or one trailer either for inhabiting or for 
transporting recreational vehicles (ATVs, boat, personal watercraft, snowmobiles, etc.) may be 
parked at the site, on or off the street. 

9. The property owner must obtain all licenses and permits from the City of Duluth and State of 
Minnesota required for guest occupancy on the property for 3 to 21 days. 

10. The property owner must provide required documents and adhere to additional requirements 
listed in the City of Duluth’s UDC Application Manual related to the keeping of a guest record, 
designating and disclosing a local contact, property use rules, taxation, and interim use permit 
violations procedures. 

11. The interim use permit shall expire upon change in ownership of the property or in six years, 
whichever occurs first. 

 
In addition to the UDC Interim Use Permit requirements listed above, Vacation Dwelling Units and 
Accessory Vacation Dwelling Units must adhere to the following regulations: 

1. Permit holder must keep a guest record including the name, address, phone number, and vehicle 
(and trailer) license plate information for all guests and must provide a report to the City upon 48 
hours’ notice. 

2. Permit holder must designate a managing agent or local contact who resides within 25 miles of 
the City and who has authority to act for the owner in responding 24-hours-a-day to any 
complaints from neighbors or the City.  The permit holder must notify the Land Use Supervisor 
within 10 days of a change in the managing agent or local contact’s contact information.  

3. Permit holder must provide the name, address, and phone number for the managing agent or 
local contact to all property owners within 100’ of the property boundary. The permit holder must 
notify neighboring properties within 10 days of a change in the managing agent or local contact’s 
contact information. 

4. Permit holder must disclose in writing to their guests the following rules and regulations: 
a. The managing agent or local contact’s name, address, and phone number; 
b. The maximum number of guests allowed at the property; 
c. The maximum number of vehicles, recreational vehicles, and trailers allowed at the 

property and where they are to be parked; 
d. Property rules related to use of exterior features of the property, such as decks, patios, 

grills, recreational fires, pools, hot tubs, saunas and other outdoor recreational facilities; 
e. Applicable sections of City ordinances governing noise, parks, parking and pets; 

5. If a permit holder is cited for any nuisance event as described in Chapter 40, Article III of the 
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Duluth Legislative Code, the Land Use Supervisor may suspend the Interim Use Permit for 90 
days.  If the permit holder is cited for any nuisance event a second time, the Interim Use Permit 
shall be revoked. 

6. Permit holder must post their permit number on all print, poster or web advertisements; 
7. Prior to rental, the building must be inspected and an Operational Permit issued by the Fire 

Prevention office.  Contact the Fire Prevention office at 218-730-4397 or 218-730-4399 for 
information. 

8. Permit holder must apply for and be granted State and local sales tax numbers, including Hotel 
and Motel Use Sales Tax. 

 
Minnesota State Building Code Requirements 
The following summarizes applicable Minnesota State Building Code regulations for vacation rental units 
as defined in the Duluth Unified Development Chapter.  Contact a Plans Examiner in the Construction 
Services Division at 218/730-5300 with questions about building code requirements. 
 
One and Two Family Dwellings 
Use of existing one and two family dwellings not more than three stories above grade plane in height 
with separate means of egress as vacation rentals is not a change of use for purposes of building code 
applicability. 
 
Additions, alterations and repairs to one and two family dwellings not more than three stories above 
grade plane in height with separate means of egress must comply with the Minnesota State Residential 
Code. 
 
The Minnesota Accessibility Code does not apply to one or two family dwellings.  Owners of vacation 
rental properties should research federal regulations related to accessibility. 
 
Three and More Dwelling Units 
Conversion of apartments in buildings with three or more units to rentals of less than 30 days duration is 
a change of use from an R-2 occupancy (permanent) to an R-1 occupancy (transient.)  A permit is 
required for a change of use and plans and a code summary prepared by a Minnesota licensed architect 
showing compliance with applicable provisions of the Minnesota State Building Code must be submitted 
for review with the permit application. 
 
Required alterations will vary with each building.  Owners should consult with a licensed architect for an 
evaluation of changes needed to comply with applicable building code provisions. 



http://www.duluthmn.gov/planning/ 

 

http://www.duluthgov.info/planning/documents/VacationRentalsInfoforweb.pdf 


