
From: Becky Crockett
To: John Jezuit; Penny Hudgens
Subject: FW: Rock Removal From The Pistol River
Date: Monday, November 25, 2019 7:29:11 AM

Please make a new file for the comments to be received in the 14 day period whereby the appeal record is open for
additional comments for the Adams appeal.  People have until 5:00 pm on December 4th to submit additional
comments into the record.

Becky Crockett
Planning Director
(541) 247-3228
crockettb@co.curry.or.us

-----Original Message-----
From: Suzanne Anastasi 
Sent: Saturday, November 23, 2019 9:26 AM
To: Becky Crockett
Subject: Rock Removal From The Pistol River

John & Sue Anastasi are totally against the removal of rock from the Pistol River.  There are other & better sources
of rock close by.  What about the stone quarry owned be the Crook Family?  By skimming off rock from the river
you are disturbing the natural flow & seasonal changes that occur on the river.  Also, the ascetic of a area will be
changed dramatically.   Besides that, who would pay for the roughened road & bridge which would happen because
of truck weight & traffic. 
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From: Becky Crockett
To: John Jezuit; Penny Hudgens
Subject: FW: AD-1907 Pistol River
Date: Monday, November 25, 2019 7:30:06 AM

More comments for the Adams appeal.
 
Becky Crockett
Planning Director
(541) 247-3228
crockettb@co.curry.or.us
 
From: Mark Nelson  
Sent: Sunday, November 24, 2019 3:46 PM
To: Becky Crockett
Subject: AD-1907 Pistol River
 
Becky Crockett, Planning Director
94235 Moore Street
Gold Beach, OR 97444
 
RE: Appeal # A-1907
 
November 24, 2019
 
 
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:
 
As I stated in a previous letter, and as many others have stated, the problem with Mr. Adams’
proposal is that it is incomplete and half-baked. One does not begin mining operations in a river
without the proper agencies studying the issue to see what impact it will have on the environment,
both the eco-system and the human element. Many of these agencies have extended a hand to Mr.
Adams to work with him to try to find solutions to the problems affecting Pistol River. Why Mr.
Adams has rejected input from these agencies is beyond me, but it reeks of profiteering more than
concern for the environment. I found it interesting that TideWater has purchased the land right
across the street from Mr. Adams proposed scalping operation.
 
Something else that came up (for the first time) in the November 20, 2019 Board Meeting, was the
existence of “structures” that Mr. Adams swears “are working” to help the river. Upon investigating
which structures he meant, I learned that these were a “fish hatchery” installed by a resident, Mr.
Crook, without approval from the proper agencies. These concrete structures were leaching acid
into the river and were ordered by the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) to be removed.
Apparently, they were NOT fully removed, and now Mr. Adams wants to willy-nilly begin “scalping
operations” because he believes he knows what’s best for the river, without the benefit of
collaboration with the proper agencies.
 
Finally, Mr. Adams expressed a great concern that the County was spending too much money
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trucking rock from further away than the Pistol River in order to repair the Hooskanaden slide area.
What may not have occurred to him is how much money the County will spend in lawsuits with
federal agencies if he is allowed to proceed with his project without input from the proper
environmental authorities.
 
Please decline this application until it is complete and studied by those who are the actual experts.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mark Nelson

 



From: Becky Crockett
To: John Jezuit; Penny Hudgens
Subject: FW: AD-1907 Pistol River - Zvan
Date: Monday, November 25, 2019 7:29:45 AM

More comments for the Adams appeal.
 
Becky Crockett
Planning Director
(541) 247-3228
crockettb@co.curry.or.us
 
From: Mark Nelson  
Sent: Sunday, November 24, 2019 3:22 PM
To: Becky Crockett
Subject: AD-1907 Pistol River - Zvan
 

Becky Crockett, Planning Director
94235 Moore Street
Gold Beach, OR 97444
 
RE: Appeal # A-1907
 
November 21, 2019
 
 
Becky, the following is from our neighbor, Nancy Zvan, who does not have a computer or email. She
has asked me to submit this on her behalf and that it may be allowed to be entered into the record:
 
 
TO: Board of Commissioners:
 
In regards to the application of Ron Adams, AD-1907, for removal of rock from the Pistol River at .2
mile from the mouth of river:
 
The major channel of the Pistol River has opened up after the rainfall of 11-19-2019. As the winter
rains arrive, the channel will continue to widen and reshape the river.
The properties upstream that have had erosion due to winter storms need to address that issue.
In the case of a need of a local source of rocks for the Hooskanaden slide repair, there is a quarry
source of rock on the Crook property in Pistol River. That rock has been used for work on several
local driveways. The Crooks also have a rock crusher.
 
As I understand based on news in the local newspapers, the funding for road repairs on the
Hooskanaden slide was with the federal government, not Curry County.
 
Sincerely submitted,
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Nancy Zvan

 
Pistol River resident









From: Becky Crockett
To: John Jezuit; Penny Hudgens
Subject: FW: Conditional Land Use Application AD-1924 (15887 US Hwy 101 S, Brookings, OR 97415)
Date: Tuesday, November 26, 2019 6:44:50 AM

More comments for the Adams Appeal.  Thanks
 
Becky Crockett
Planning Director
(541) 247-3228
crockettb@co.curry.or.us
 
From: Matt Brumage [  
Sent: Monday, November 25, 2019 5:10 PM
To: Becky Crockett; Nancy O’Dwyer
Subject: RE: Conditional Land Use Application AD-1924 (15887 US Hwy 101 S, Brookings, OR 97415)
 
Dear Planning Director,
 
We ask that this application for land use be denied by the County Planning Office for the following
reasons:
 
 1.       There are no indications of hours of operation, nor of any process used in the manufacturing,
only that it will be of trusses. Therefore, we can only assume that it will entail loud hammering, loud
machinery, and heavy equipment.
 
2.       We have home-based jobs, which require phone calls and hours of focus with attention to
detail. This would be impossible with the noise of a manufacturing plant.
 
3.       Our property values would be depressed due to our proximity to this manufacturing activity.
 
For these reasons, we ask that you deny the request for this, or any, manufacturing business at that
location.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Respectfully,
 
Matt & Erin Brumage
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November 27, 2019 
 
 
Curry County Board of Commissioners 
c/o Curry County Department of Community Development 
94235 Moore Street 
Gold Beach, OR 97444 
Vial email: Becky Crockett, crockettb@co.curry.or.us 
 
 
Re: ORCA Additional testimony on Appeal of Denial of AD-1907, a Conditional Use to 
Mine for Gravel 
 
 
Dear Curry County Board of Commissioners, 
 
Oregon Coast Alliance is an Oregon nonprofit corporation whose mission is to protect 
coastal natural resources and work with coastal residents to enhance community livability. 
ORCA submits this additional testimony on the Ronald Adams proposal to mine gravel in 
the lower Pistol River region in order to respond to the latest submission from the 
applicant, recently made available to the public. 
 
As stated in ORCA’s prior testimony, the application and the appeal submissions suffer 
from basic lack of information, and complete failure to substantiate the allegations in 
support of the request. That the applicant’s statements fail to fulfill the most basic 
requirements of Curry County ordinances is by now well documented in the record. The 
County requires the applicant to provide the County with sufficient information to 
determine whether the application meets relevant criteria on which a decision is based. In 
this matter, Mr. Adams’ proposal continues to fail, on appeal as at the original planning 
commission application. 
 
At the November 20th Board of Commissioners hearing on his appeal from the Planning 
Commission denial, however, Mr. Adams submitted a new packet of information (dated 
November 11, 2019), in which he has materially changed the proposal, substantially 
enlarging it from prior iterations. This packet includes a hand-drawn map that shows four 
gravel-mining sites on the Pistol. The similarly hand-drawn map submitted with Mr. 
Adams’ initial appeal statement dated October 14, 2019, showed a single removal site. 
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The applicant brought this enormous expansion into the middle of the appeal proceedings 
with virtually no explanation other than a few unsubstantiated statements, but they made it 
clear the proposal is expanding in the applicant’s mind: “[M]y plan is to remove the 
material from these four areas down to a depth which will be approximately two feet above 
the normal water level of the river, which will allow the normal hydraulics to work. The 
total amount of debris to be remove [sic] from these four areas will total approximately 
eight to ten thousand cubic yards if it was removed all in one year…The actual equipment 
used in the operation will be dump trucks and loaders that will be owned by private 
contractors. Any other equipment will more than likely, for short periods, be portable rock 
crushers.” 
 
Neither Curry County staff nor members of the public had seen this expanded proposal 
before Mr. Adams brought it to the November 20th appeal hearing. As this expansion is 
clearly not the original application submitted to Curry County, nor the one denied by the 
planning commission, the Board of Commissioners is justified in rejecting this expanded 
application as a new proposal, which would be subject to a separate permitting process, 
beginning with a complete application. 
 
The only application before the Board of Commissioners is AD 19-07, the proposal 
submitted to Curry County by Ron Adams and denied by the planning commission. ORCA 
notes that Curry County should never have accepted this initial application as complete, as 
it contained none of the studies, information or even basic descriptions necessary for 
decision-makers to act. However, since the County did accept it, ORCA urges the Board of 
Commissioners to uphold the planning commission’s denial of the request for all the 
reasons stated in our several testimonies before the planning commission. 
 
The lower Pistol River is severely abraded, and continues eroding. A collaborative, focused 
restoration project honing in on the problems causing the erosion is needed. Indeed, the 
applicant himself is aware that his project will not solve the underlying problems, stating in 
his November 20th submission, “The sediment that we are planning to remove has been 
deposited here in the last three to four years…This will be replaced almost immediately by 
the abnormal transport of material that is upstream…We acknowledge that more keep 
coming…” In addition to any other reason to reject the application, the applicant himself 
acknowledges that the project is futile as a restorative action, even without scientific 
verification. 
 
It is time to end this charade, whereby an incomplete application continues being heard, 
and changed, at every hearing opportunity. ORCA strongly recommends the Board of 
Commissioners deny the appeal, and begin working with community members, including 
Mr. Adams, on a solid, longterm plan to address the problems on the Pistol. Community 
members have already begun such a task, as testimony on this proposal indicates. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Cameron La Follette 
Executive Director 

 







































12/3/19 

Re: Appeal of Denial of AD-1907 

Curry County Board of Commissioners 

After hearing testimony given by the applicant at the Board of Commissioners hearing held on 

11 /20/19, it is still quite apparent that there are far more questions than answers concerning this 

proposition. Many concerns were raised but I will just focus on two. 

The applicant has changed the information concerning his proposal. Originally there were to be 

two mining sites.Then it was changed to one. Now it is four. And the addition of contract workers 

and multiple rock crushers. Now the applicant is even talking about installing some as yet to be 

defined "structures". This is not the proposal that was originally submitted to and denied by the 

Planning Commission. This is totally a new proposal and should be considered a new proposal 

under a new application. The Board should deny this appeal on those grounds alone. 

The applicant has been given numerous opportunities to present oral testimony and to submit 

written documentation to support this proposal. As previously stated by myself and many others 

through their own testimony, the applicant relies heavily on opinion and speculation to support 

his claims concerning this proposal but has no true scientific documentation to support his 

statements. Quite simply put the applicant has failed to meet the basic requirements set forth by 

the County. 

I urge you to uphold the Planning Commission's decision to deny this application 

E EVED 

DEC 4 2019 

Board of Commissioners 
Curry County, Oregon 

Garth Foskett
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