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History

The Harger Line Railway was established
in the late 1800s. The tracks went east
from the city of Saginaw into the Thumb
area of Michigan. In 2006, the Michigan
Department of Transportation (MDOT)
purchased rail right-of-way, using federal
transportation enhancement funding,
from M-15 in the community of Richville
west to the I-75 freeway. The acquisition
was made to preserve this transportation
corridor and make it available for public
use under the provisions of Act 295 of
1975. In 2008, MDOT constructed the
Rail-Trail from M-15 Richville in Denmark
Township, Tuscola County, west 10.1
miles to Towerline Road in Buena Vista
Township, Saginaw County, just 0.5 miles
east of |-75.

When bicycling, rollerblading, walking or
jogging the trail, you will cross five bridges
over creeks or drains. If you travel the
entire trail, you will also cross eight county
or state roadways with the two major roads
being M-83/Gera Road and Portsmouth
Road. Caution should be used especially
at these two locations. You will encounter
views of well-maintained farmland, wood
lots and some water courses. There are
10 benches located along the trail for you
to rest and/or take the opportunity to enjoy
the surrounding view.

Comments or Questions:

The Harger Line Rail-Trail is a partnership
project between Michigan’s Department
of Transportation and the Department
of Natural Resources. If you have any
comments or questions please contact
one of the following agencies:

Michigan Department of Natural Resources
Forest, Mineral & Fire Management
Recreation and Trails Section
530 W. Allegan Street
P.O. Box 30452"

Lansing, Ml 48909-7952

517-373-1275
DNR-RTS@michigan.gov
or
Michigan Department of Transportation
Bay Region Office

55 E. Morley Drive
Saginaw, MI 48601

989-754-7443
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Major Roads
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Enjoy the recreation and transportation
opportunities of this public trail, but be careful not
to trespass onto adjoining properties. Thank you.
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