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Dear Resident, 

Thank you for your interest in keeping backyard chickens in Highland Park! This application 

packet contains all of the materials and information that you will need to get started. Please refer 

to the step-by-step guide below to ensure that you have met all of the necessary requirements for 

keeping chickens in Highland Park.  

 

Step 1: Register for a Livestock Premises ID from the Illinois Department of Agriculture.  

The Livestock Premises program is a registry of chicken flocks throughout the State of Illinois 

that is intended to protect flocks and flock owners in the case of a disease outbreak.  It allows 

the Illinois Department of Agriculture to monitor the spread of disease and promptly notify flock 

owners if there is an outbreak in the area. All information is kept entirely confidential.  

Register Online: https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/agr/Animals/AnimalHealth/Pages/Premises-

Registration.aspx.  

 

Step 2: Read and review Highland Park’s Chicken Keeping Guidelines (page 5) to 

ensure that you meet all requirements. 

 

Step 4:  Read and review the educational materials on Biosecurity, Wildlife 

Management, Food Safety, and Infectious Diseases (pages 8-22). 

 

Step 5: Complete the Chicken Keeping Permit Application (page 4) and obtain a 

building permit from the Community Development Department to install a chicken coop.  

Please include proof of registration with the Illinois Department of Agriculture Livestock 

Premises program, permit exception applications if applicable, and a $50 permit fee.  Please 

return your completed application to the Community Development Department.  Chicken 

Keeping Permits are valid for the period of January 1 – December 31st of the year of issuance 

and must be renewed annually.  

 

Step 6: Complete the Permit Exception Applications if applicable (pages 6-7). 

Residents who would like to keep chickens but cannot meet the required setback 

limitations or zoning requirements requiring coops to be located in rear yards may complete a 

Permit Exception Application.  Please include any Permit Exception Applications with your 

completed Chicken Keeping Application.  

Backyard Chicken Keeping 

Getting Started  

https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/agr/Animals/AnimalHealth/Pages/Premises-Registration.aspx
https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/agr/Animals/AnimalHealth/Pages/Premises-Registration.aspx
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Applicant Information  

 

 

 

Name of Property Owner(s) / Applicant (s) Responsible for the Coop and the Hens 
 

 

Street Address Where Hens Will Be Kept 

 
(c) 

 

(h) 

 

Phone Number(s)  E-mail(s) 

 

 
Number of Hens (maximum allowed is 6)   IL. Dept. of Agriculture Premise ID Number  

 
 
Additional Requirements 
Please read and initial each item below 
 

_______ I have included the following with this application: 

 Proof of Registration with the Illinois Department of Agriculture Livestock Premises 

 Chicken Coop Building Permit and Approved Permit Exceptions if Applicable 

 Permit Fee ($50) 

_______ I have received and reviewed the educational materials included in this application packet. 

_______ I have reviewed and understand the City’s regulations pertaining to backyard chicken keeping. 

_______ I understand that this Chicken Keeping Permit is to be renewed annually. 

_______ I understand that a Chicken Keeping Permit will not be issued until the Accessory Structure  

    Chicken Coop final inspection has been completed and approved.  

_______ I understand that violations of the City’s chicken keeping ordinances set forth in Chapters 90 and 

95 of the City Code may result in the issuance of a citation requiring an appearance before an 

Administrative Hearing Officer and that a Chicken Keeping Permit may be revoked by the City 

upon the occurrence of three violations of Section 90.260 of the City Code within a 12-month 

period. 

I certify that I intend to keep chickens and operate the coop in compliance with all applicable City, 

County, State, and Federal laws. 

 

Signature of Applicant: _____________________________________________      Date: ____________ 

 

Chicken Keeping Permit Application 
 

Community Development Department 
1150 Half Day Road, Highland Park, Illinois 60035 

Ph: 847.432.0867    www.cityhpil.com 
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The information provided on this page is intended to summarize the requirements, conditions, and 

specifications outlined in the City Code pertaining to backyard chicken keeping.  Please refer to City 

Code Sections 90.260 and 95.001(N) for the complete text which can be found on the City’s website 

at www.cityhpil.com. 

 

REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION 

 All flock owners must register for a Livestock Premises ID from the Illinois Department of 
Agriculture and maintain proof of current registration on site at all times. 

 All flock owners must obtain a building permit pursuant to Chapters 170 and 174 of the City 
Code from the Community Development Office prior to the construction or modification of a 
chicken coop and must provide proof of such building permit being obtained as part of the 
Chicken Keeping Permit application. 

 All flock owners must obtain a Chicken Keeping Permit from the City and pay the associated 
Chicken Keeping Permit fee. Chicken Keeping Permits are valid for the period of January 1 – 
December 31 for the year of issuance and are to be renewed annually. 
 

GENERAL GUIDELINES 

 A maximum of six (6) hens are permitted on any property. 

 Roosters are prohibited. 

 Hens must be confined to a coop or enclosed chicken run at all times. 
 
ZONING REQUIREMENTS 

 Chicken keeping shall be limited to properties zoned for single-family residential use. 

 Coops shall be constructed in the rear yard and must be set back 8 feet from property lines 
and 10 feet from any occupied residence.   
o Properties which do not have a rear yard may apply for a permit exception to locate a 

chicken coop in a side yard. 
o Properties which have a rear yard that does not allow for the location of a chicken coop 

that is set back at least 8 feet from all property lines may apply for a permit exception 
to locate a chicken coop in the rear yard that is set back at least 3 feet from all property 
lines and not in a utility easement with screening along each side of the chicken coop 
located less than 8 feet from a property line. 

 Applicants must obtain a building permit from the Community Development Department prior 
to construction of a chicken coop.  Completed coops shall be subject to an initial inspection 
to ensure compliance with municipal regulations.  

 
ENCLOSURE SPECIFICATIONS 

 Chicken coops must be of sufficient size and strength to protect hens from predators and 
weather elements, including extreme temperatures. 

 Coops must provide at least 4 square feet per hen, and may not exceed 8 feet in height. 
Coops may additionally provide open space for hens in the form of an enclosed chicken run, 
provided they fall within the required setbacks. 

 
SANITATION AND NUISANCE 

 Hens must be kept, housed, and maintained in a safe and humane manner. 

 Chicken coops must be kept in a clean and sanitary condition at all times so as to not cause 
any public or private nuisance resulting from offensive odor, excessive waste, or the 
presence of rodents or pests.  

 Chicken feed must be stored in rodent-proof containers. 

Chicken Keeping Guidelines 

http://www.cityhpil.com/
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 Slaughtering of chickens is prohibited. 

 
 

Permit Exception Application to Locate a Chicken Coop in a Side Yard 

 

Properties which do not have a rear yard may apply for a permit exception to locate a chicken coop 

in a side yard. Permit exception requests are subject to administrative review by City staff and must 

be approved by the City Manager. To apply for a permit exception to locate a chicken coop in a side 

yard of your property due to your property not having a rear yard, please complete the following 

permit exception application and return it to the Community Development Department located on 

the 2nd floor of the Public Services Building at 1150 Half Day Road. 

 

1. Name: _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Address: ___________________________________________________________________  

 

3. Phone Number: ______________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Email Address: ______________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Please provide an explanation of your need for a permit to locate a chicken coop in a side yard: 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

 
6. Please attach an aerial image with a depiction of where you propose to locate a chicken coop 

on your property. 

 
Applicant signature: _________________________ Date: ___________________ 

 

 

For office use only 

 

Side Yard Permit Exception Approved: __         Side Yard Permit Exception Denied: __ 

 

City Manager Authorization: ________________________________   Date: _____________ 

Chicken Keeping Side Yard  

Permit Exception Application 
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 ing of chickens is prohibited. 

 
Permit Exception Application to Locate a Chicken Coop within a Setback of Less Than  

Eight Feet from a Property Line 

A property with a rear yard that does not practically allow for the location of a chicken coop that is 

set back at least eight feet from all property lines may apply for a permit exception to construct a 

chicken coop with a three foot setback from property lines with required screening along the 

portions of the coop which encroach into the required eight foot setback. Chicken coops may not be 

constructed or installed within a utility easement. Permit exception requests are subject to 

administrative review by City staff and must be approved by the City Manager. To apply for a permit 

exception to locate a chicken coop with a setback of less than eight feet from a property line, please 

complete the following permit exception application and return it to the Community Development 

Department located on the 2nd floor of the Public Services Building at 1150 Half Day Road. 

 

1. Name: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. Address: ___________________________________________________________________  
 

3. Phone Number: ______________________________________________________________ 
 

4. Email Address: ______________________________________________________________ 
 

5. Please provide an explanation of why the proposed chicken coop cannot be constructed within 

the eight foot setback requirement on your property: 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

 
6. Please attach a photograph or aerial image of the rear yard showing the existing conditions of 

the rear yard which prohibit the chicken coop from being built within the eight foot setback. 

 

7. Please attach a depiction of an aerial photograph or plat of survey of where exactly the chicken 

coop is proposed to be installed. 

 

Applicant signature: _________________________ Date: ___________________ 

 

For office use only 

 

Setback Permit Exception Approved: __         Setback Permit Exception Denied: __ 

City Manager Authorization: ________________________________   Date: _____________ 

Chicken Keeping Setback 

Permit Exception Application 



 
 

8 

 

 

 

 

 

The City of Highland Park provides all applicants with educational materials pertaining to 

biosecurity, wildlife management, food safety, and infectious diseases.  The resources on the 

following pages are provided by federal and state public health professionals, and are intended 

to support flock owners in becoming well informed of the risks associated with backyard 

chicken keeping and better prepared to protect their health and the health of their neighbors.  

 

Infectious Diseases may pose significant harm to backyard chickens and/or humans.  Knowing 

the signs and symptoms of common poultry diseases and how they are spread can help flock 

owners prevent serious illness.  Information about common infectious diseases can be found on 

pages 9-12. 

 

Biosecurity refers to everything that is done to keep diseases and the pathogens that carry them 

away from birds, property, and people. You will find some basic information about biosecurity and 

tips to prevent poultry diseases on pages 13-14. 

 

Wildlife Management refers to any preventative measures that can be taken to protect your 

chickens from predators and to prevent the attraction of local wildlife to your chicken coop. You will 

find information about useful wildlife management practices on pages 15-20. 

 

Food Safety refers to the practices to ensure the safe handling, preparation, and consumption of 

eggs produced by backyard chickens. Information about eggs and food safety can be found on pages 

21-22. 

 

 

Other Helpful Resources  

 

USDA Defend the Flock Resource Center 

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-disease-

information/avian/defend-the-flock-program/dtf-resources 

 

CDC Healthy Pets, Healthy People: Backyard Poultry  

https://www.cdc.gov/healthypets/pets/farm-animals/backyard-poultry.html  

 

Chicken Keeping 

Educational Materials and 

Resources 

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-disease-information/avian/defend-the-flock-program/dtf-resources
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-disease-information/avian/defend-the-flock-program/dtf-resources
https://www.cdc.gov/healthypets/pets/farm-animals/backyard-poultry.html
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