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LOCAL
Upside

Quanex B.P. Corp $28.10 +2.49%
Brunswick Corp $106.22 +1.60%
Reliance S&A Co. $159.81 +1.45%

DowdJones ~—  Nasdaq S&P 500
Close: 33,981.57 Close: 14,138.78 Close: 4,187.62
-61.92 +121.97 +7.45
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Know a Weather Sketcher?

We're seeking Weather Sketchers for our Weather page! Senda ==
square drawing and the child’s name, age, school, hometown and =
phone number (for verification) to Daily Herald weather sketcher,

P.0. Box 280, Arlington Hts., IL 60006. Or you can email it to F=
weathersketcher@dailyherald.com.

Kohl’s Corp $58.23 -2.13%
PepsiCo $143.36 -1.72%
AT&T $30.91 -1.59%

LOCAL,
Downside

Amazon center creating development buzz for Huntley

COURTESY OF VILLAGE OF HUNTLEY
Amazon plans to open a receiving center in Huntley in 2022,

creating more than 1,000 full-time jobs.

BY MADHU KRISHNAMURTHY
mkrishnamurthy@dailyherald.com

Construction of a new Ama-
zon warehouse and offices in
Huntley is generating signif-
icant buzz, with developers
eyeing the village’s prominent
industrial corridor for poten-
tial growth, officials said.

Amazon plans to open the
630,000-square-foot  receiv-
ing center by the third quarter

of 2022. Tt is under construc-
tion on 152 acres off Freeman
Road, north of Interstate 90
and east of Route 47. The cen-
ter will receive large orders
of inventory and redistribute
products to Amazon fulfill-
ment centers.

The project will create more
than 1,000 full-time jobs at
the center and could generate
roughly $800,000 in property
taxrevenues.

Amazon employs more
than 35,000 people through-
out Illinois. Its investment in
the Huntley center is roughly
$100 million.

“A project of this magnitude
will be a catalyst for future
growth and will assist in the
village’s ongoing efforts to
attract and promote (devel-
opment),” Mayor Charles Sass
said in a news release.

The Amazon center is part

of a 261-acre site — formerly
known as the Stade Farm
across from the former Hunt-
ley outlet center — annexed
by the village. Amazon will
lease the property from Ven-
ture One Acquisitions, which
plans to develop the remain-
ing 109 acres at a later date.
“Since the Amazon
announcement, we've seen

See BUZZ on PAGE 6
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Camping World buys reservation
service, to accept cryptocurrencies

LINCOLNSHIRE — Camping World Holdings
Inc. has acquired an online campground reser-
vation and management company. Financial
details were not disclosed. In addition, Camp-
ing World Monday said it will begin accept-
ing cryptocurrencies as payment for RV pur-
chases through a new partnership with BitPay.
Camping World said it acquired Nomad Reser-
vations, an campground booking and manage-
ment system marketed as CampgroundBook-
ing.com. This software gives the campground
owner greater insight into revenue-generating
opportunities by optimizing campsite availabil-
ity, while providing RV owners an interactive,
mobile tool to easily find and book a campsite
for their journey, the company said. Nomad
Reservations has also developed a proprietary
trip planning tool, which allows the outdoor
enthusiast to create a personalized travel expe-
rience, integrating multiple points of interest
such as campgrounds, hiking trails, etc. “As the
industry leader, we constantly seek new part-
ners to enhance our product offerings,” said
Marcus Lemonis, CEO and Chairman of Camp-
ing World Holdings. Through BitPay, Camping
‘World will accept bitcoin, Ethereum and select
other cryptocurrencies through a variety of dig-
ital wallets. The initial launch includes the Chi-
cago and Kenosha, Wisconsin, locations, but the
company plans to expand to all locations that
sell RVs and to its e-commerce platforms this
summer.

Minute Molecular awarded
$21.3 million contract

EVANSTON — Minute Molecular Diag-
nostics Inc. said it has been awarded a $21.3
million federal contract to further develop
its DASH 15-minute COVID-19 test. “DASH
enables non-laboratory personnel to insert
a nasal swab specimen directly into our test
cartridge and then load the cartridge into
the DASH instrument, providing an accu-
rate result in about 15 minutes,” said Dr. Sally
McFall, co-founder and Chief Scientific Offi-
cer at Minute Molecular. The system allows
testing to take place at the point-of-care, out-
side of the traditional laboratory environ-
ment. “DASH performs point-of-care (molec-
ular) testing for COVID-19 in approximately 15
minutes, providing an important, new tool for
safely reopening K-12 schools, universities and
workplaces,” said Dr. David Kelso, co-founder,
president and CEO of Minute Molecular. The
contract is through the U.S. National

PHOTOS COURTESY OF CINDY NENNIG
A menu of meads available at
CR Spa Salon Ltd. in Libertyville.
Mead is honey fermented and
mixed with fruits, spice and
other flavors.

Old beverage offers new experience at Libertyville salon

BY MICK ZAWISLAK
mzawislak@dailyherald.com

Last summer, Libertyville spa
owner Cindy Nennig approached
village leaders for guidance on
a somewhat unusual request to
attract business.

On a trip to Colorado, Nen-
nig visited a honey products
store and learned of an age-old
beverage that evoked images of
knights and jousting.

“In the back, they had a mead
tasting bar,” she said. “That was
my inspiration.”

Selling and offering tastings of
the honey-based liquor might
be a fun way to help offset the
unending grip of the coronavi-
rus, she reasoned.

It took a while to secure local

and state approvals. But patrons
by  appointment  Wednes-
day through Saturday now can
sample and buy mead at Nen-
nig’s CR Spa Salon Ltd., 530 B
North Milwaukee in downtown
Libertyville.

“A lot of it is word-of-mouth,”
Nennig said. “We've had a whole
list of people wanting to come
in”

Nennig initially thought she
would be able to be up and run-
ning with the idea in time to host
a winter event. But getting to that
point took longer than expected.

“It's a new and innovative and
creative service and product that
isn't being offered right now,”
Nennig told the village board’s
license and permits committee
in October.

Village officials agreed. But
since mead wasn't available in
this manner anywhere else in
town, a special liquor license was
needed.

“I think it could go very well
here,” village Trustee Rich Moras
said at the time. “The question is,
how do we write it so it doesn’t
open Pandora’s box?”

In mid-December, Nennig
became the first and so far sole
holder of a G-2 liquor license.
That allows her to charge for
mead tastings at the spa and also
sell the product to go.

But Nennig wasn't done navi-
gating the system. A state liquor
license was needed and any
independent contractors who

See NEW on PAGE 6

of Health’s Rapid Acceleration of Diagnostics
initiative. The DASH system is the result of col-
laboration between Northwestern University's
Center for Innovation in Global Health Tech-
nologies and Minute Molecular.

Shopko Optical
opens Antioch location

ANTIOCH — Shopko Optical, a growing
eye-care chain based in Green Bay, Wiscon-
sin, has opened a new center at 554 E. Route
173, Antioch. The eye center is the chain’s 10th
in Tllinois. Other suburban locations are in
Aurora, Crystal Lake, Elgin and Huntley. The
new center will provide patients with compre-
hensive eye care services, including eye exams,
contact lens fit and diagnosis and treat-
ment of eye disease, the 40-year-old company
said. “We are excited to serve the Antioch com-
munity,” said Russ Steinhorst, Shopko Opti-
cal CEO. “With our new location, we can better
meet the needs of the community and continue
to provide the well-known, patient-centric care
that Shopko Optical is known for.” In addition,
Shopko Optical’s Kids in Focus program will
work with Antioch’s local Lions Club to identify
deserving children within the area to receive a
comprehensive eye exam and pair of glasses at
no charge from Shopko Optical. Those looking
to participate can contact their local Lions Club.
Shopko Optical, the trade name of Shoptikal LLC,
is an affiliate of Monarch Alternative Capital LP.

Above: Irena and Tyler Ko of Libertyville, right, sample mead at CR Spa Salon Ltd. in Libertyville. Spa owner Cindy Nennig and husband,

Frank, are at left.

Business Ledger names ‘Best Places to Work’ winners

Daily Herald report

The Daily Herald Business Ledger has
announced the names of 69 companies in
3 categories of competition that are being
honored as the 2021 Best Places to Work in

Tllinois.

This statewide survey and awards pro-
gram was designed to identify, recognize
and honor the best places of employment
in Ilinois, benefiting the state’s econ-
omy, its workforce and businesses. The
2021 Best Places to Work in Illinois list is
comprised of 35 companies in the small
employer size (15-99 U.S. employees), 22
companies in the medium-sized list (100-
499 U.S. employees) and 12 companies in
the large-category (over 500 employees).

In addition, the top companies rep-
resenting the Best Places to Work for
‘Women, Millennials and Hispanics will be

announced and honored.

The 69 companies will be recognized
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and honored virtually at the Best Places to
Work in Illinois Virtual Recognition Web-
cast coordinated by the Daily Herald Busi-
ness Ledger and sponsored by HR Source

This is a free event open to the public.
Registrations can be taken online at www.

For information on the Best Places to
Work in Illinois program, visit www.Best-
PlacestoWorkinIL.com or contact Gemise
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