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PLANNING STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

 

 

Schweitzer 6-14-2024 

 

 

PROJECT:  Zoning Ordinance Amendments-Violations and Penalties 

 

APPLICATION:   17-24 

 

HEARING DATE:  June 25, 2024 

  

REVIEW TYPE:                  Zoning Ordinance Text Amendments 

 

RECOMMENDATION: Recommend to the City Commission amendment of the Zoning 

Ordinance to amend the violation and penalties provisions to 

increase the fine schedule for short-term rental violations and 

reduce the fine schedule for violation of special land use outdoor 

storage of Recreational Vehicles in the industrial zone districts. 

 

RECOMMENDED ORDINANCE AMENDMENT LANGUAGE: 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND APPENDIX A, CHAPTER 22, SECTION 

22.07 ENTITLED “VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES” OF THE CODE OF 

ORDINANCES FOR THE CITY OF KENTWOOD 

Section 1. Amendment to Appendix A, Chapter 22, Section 22.07. Appendix A, Chapter 22, 

Section 22.07 of the Code of Ordinances of Kentwood is hereby amended to read as follows: 

Sec. 22.07. – Violations and penalties. 

A. Unless a section of this ordinance specifically provides otherwise, any person, firm, 

corporation, trust, partnership or other legal entity which violates any provision of the 

zoning ordinance or violates any provision or condition imposed by the planning 

commission, city commission, or zoning board of appeals in pursuance of any 

ordinance provision or assigned condition, shall be responsible for a municipal civil 

infraction and shall be subject to fines, costs and orders as provided by law. 

B. Each day a violation occurs or continues shall constitute a separate offense, and shall 

make the violator liable for the imposition of a fine and other penalties for each day of 

violation. 

C. The owner and co-owner of any building, structure or premises which is in violation of 

this ordinance shall be responsible for a municipal civil infraction and shall be subject 

to the fines, costs and orders as provided by law. 

D. Any building or structure which is erected, altered or converted, or any use of any 

premises or land which is begun or changed subsequent to the effective date of this 

ordinance that is in violation of any of this ordinance is declared to be a public nuisance 

per se, and may be abated by order of a court of competent jurisdiction. 
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E. Any person who violates any provision of Section 16.05.D. is responsible for a civil 

infraction and shall be fined not less than $2,500.00 for each violation. Any person 

who, after having been determined to be responsible for a violation of this article or the 

act, commits and is found responsible for a subsequent violation within a two-year 

period, shall be fined double the amount assessed for the immediate preceding 

violation. 

F. The rights and remedies provided are cumulative and are in addition to any other 

remedies provided by law. 

G. Nothing herein shall be interpreted to limit the authority of the city to revoke an 

approval previously granted for a violation of this ordinance, which right is expressly 

reserved. 

H. Any person who violates Section 3.32(a) is responsible for a municipal civil infraction 

and shall be fined $500.00 for a first violation, $2,500.00 for a second violation, and 

$5,000.00 for a third or subsequent violation, as well as such other costs, damages, 

expenses, and sanctions as provided by Section 1-7. 

Section 2. Conflict.  

A. Nothing in this Ordinance is to be construed to conflict with existing City ordinances 

except as otherwise stated herein. 

 

B. Nothing in this Ordinance is to be construed to conflict with any other law of the State 

of Michigan.   

Section 3.  Repealer. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with this Ordinance are 

repealed. 

Section 4. Savings Clause. The provisions of this Ordinance are severable.  If any part of this 

Ordinance is declared void or inoperable for any reason, such declaration does not void any or 

render inoperable other part or portion of this Ordinance. 

Section 5.  Effective Date. This Ordinance is effective ten (10) days following its publication in 

the manner required by law. 

 

Basis: 

1. In November and December of 2022, the City Commission approved amendments to the 

Rental Dwelling Inspection Program of the Code of Ordinances and the Zoning Ordinance to 

regulate short term residential rentals.  The purpose of these amendments was to protect the 

general health, safety and welfare of the community, retain existing long term housing stock, and 

preserve the unique character of the diverse residential neighborhood within the city. 

2. Over the past one and a half years city staff and the City Attorney’s office have pursued 

prosecution of several homeowners whose “short term renters” were found to have created 

disturbances in the surrounding neighborhoods.  While the city has been able to sufficiently 

document violations and assess fines, it has come after a great deal of time and effort.  Despite 

these efforts to date, several of the illegal short-term rentals continue to rent and are willing to 

pay the fines. 
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3. During the June 4 City Commission Committee of the Whole meeting, the City Commission 

initiated the process to formally amend the short-term rental violations and penalties provisions 

of the Rental Dwelling Inspection Program of the Code of Ordinances.  The City Commission 

would also like to consider a similar amendment of the short-term rental violations and penalties 

provisions of the Zoning Ordinance 

4.  A review of Section 22.07, subsection E, revealed that a $2500.00 fee would be assessed for 

violations of the city’s special land use provisions for outdoor storage of recreational vehicles in 

industrial areas.  The amount of the fine for these provisions is more appropriately the standard 

fines of $65 for a first offense, $130 for a second offense and $250 for a third and subsequent 

offense. 
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