
CITY OF MOUNDS VIEW 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 

MOUNDS VIEW CITY HALL 
Monday, July 10, 2023 

6:00 p.m. 
Revised 6A 

 
1.   CALL TO ORDER 
 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
3.      ROLL CALL:  Meehlhause, Cermak, Gunn, Lindstrom 
 
4.   APPROVAL OF AGENDA   
 
5. CONSENT AGENDA 
 

A. Approval of Minutes: June 26, 2023  
B. Just and Correct Claims 
C. Resolution 9777, Approving Separation Pay of Recreation Coordinator 

Angie Gornik 
D. Motion to Rescind Resolution 7583 

 
6. SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS 
 A.  Mayor Al Hull Proclamation 
 
7. PUBLIC COMMENT 

Citizens may speak to issues not on tonight’s agenda.  Before speaking, 
please give your full name and address for the minutes.  Also, please limit 
your comments to three minutes.   

 
8.      COUNCIL BUSINESS 
 

A. Resolution 9775, Approving Driveway Variances for 2023 Pleasant View 
Drive Street Construction 

B. Second Reading and Adoption of Ordinance 999, Amending Mounds View 
City Code Chapter 161 regarding Signs and Billboards. 

C. Resolution 9776, Adoption of the Ramsey County Comprehensive 
Emergency Operations Plan 
 

 
  

9. REPORTS 
 

A. Reports of Mayor and Council 
 B. Reports of Staff 



 C. Reports of City Attorney 
 
10. NEXT COUNCIL WORK SESSION:  Monday, August 7, 2023 at 6:00 pm  
         NEXT COUNCIL MEETING:  Monday, July 24, 2023 at 6:00 pm  
 
11. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
 
  



PROCEEDINGS OF THE MOUNDS VIEW CITY COUNCIL 1 
CITY OF MOUNDS VIEW 2 

RAMSEY COUNTY, MINNESOTA 3 
 4 

Regular Meeting 5 
June 26, 2023 6 

Mounds View City Hall 7 
2401 Mounds View Boulevard, Mounds View, MN 55112 8 

6:00 P.M. 9 
 10 
 11 
1. MEETING IS CALLED TO ORDER 12 
 13 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 14 
 15 
3. ROLL CALL:  Cermak, Gunn, Lindstrom, and Meehlhause 16 
 17 
 NOT PRESENT:  None. 18 
 19 
4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 20 
 A. Monday, June 26, 2023, City Council Agenda. 21 
 22 
MOTION/SECOND:  Lindstrom/Cermak. To Approve the Monday, June 26, 2023, agenda as 23 
presented. 24 
 25 
   Ayes – 4  Nays – 0  Motion carried. 26 
 27 
5. CONSENT AGENDA 28 

A. Approval of Minutes: June 12, 2023. 29 
B. Just and Correct Claims. 30 
C. Resolution 9763, Adopting and Reporting Performance Measures.  31 

 32 
MOTION/SECOND:  Gunn/Lindstrom.  To Approve the Consent Agenda as presented. 33 
 34 
   Ayes – 4  Nays – 0  Motion carried. 35 
 36 
6.  SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS 37 

A.   Meet and Confer with Solid Waste Haulers: Organized Solid Waste Issues 38 
discussion with current providers. Including but not limited to: road 39 
deterioration, public safety, pricing mechanisms, and contractual 40 
consideration unique to organized collection. 41 

 42 
Acting Mayor Meehlhause welcomed the organized solid waste haulers that were in attendance at 43 
this meeting. He explained this meeting was required and would allow the City Council to have a 44 
discussion opening with the solid waste haulers. He asked that the haulers in attendance to 45 
introduce themselves at this time.  46 
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 1 
Jeff Newsom stated he was the Vice President of Sales for Walters Recycling. 2 
 3 
Christopher Delaforest noted he was with Ace Solid Waste.  4 
 5 
Dave Wiggins explained he was with Ace Solid Waste. 6 
 7 
Acting Mayor Meehlhause reported there was no representation from Waste Management, 8 
Republic or Curbside. City Administrator Zikmund explained he received a call from Aspen noting 9 
they have no residential customers in Mounds View.  10 
 11 
Acting Mayor Meehlhause welcomed the haulers in attendance and asked them to make opening 12 
comments.   13 
 14 
Mr. Wiggins stated he was glad to be at this meeting and stated he was interested in working with 15 
the City on a city-wide contract for waste hauling.  16 
 17 
Mr. Delaforest explained he has a few years of experience with organized collection. He reported 18 
it was important for the City to identify what they wanted out of this, which could include saving 19 
tax payers money. He encouraged the City to consider who would be covered under the organized 20 
collection.  21 
 22 
Mr. Newsom indicated he would also like to better understand what concerns they have with their 23 
current haulers and also what the City’s strategy was going forward. He stated overall he was 24 
against organized collection because it limits competition and ties up one hauler for seven years. 25 
However, if the City were to move forward with an organized collector he would like to be 26 
selected.  27 
 28 
Council Member Lindstrom asked how Ace Solid Waste felt about organized collection.  29 
 30 
Mr. Wiggins agreed with Walters stating it was better for customers to be able to choose their 31 
hauler. He believed if haulers were not doing a good job, residents deserved to have the chance to 32 
change haulers. He stated he enjoyed having the opportunity to earn a residents business each 33 
week. He discussed how he has built his business by earning his customers based on this model.  34 
 35 
Bev Mathiasen, Republic Waste Services, arrived at the meeting and introduced herself to the City 36 
Council. She reported she manages a number of City contracts and noted she was neutral on this 37 
topic. She indicated she works to provide the City and its residents with whatever collection 38 
services they choose.  39 
 40 
Acting Mayor Meehlhause questioned what communities they were serving at this time as a single 41 
hauler or in a consortium.  42 
 43 
Mr. Newsom explained Walters serves as the single hauler for Osseo, Blaine and Columbia 44 
Heights. He noted he also served as the sole provider of recycling for Spring Lake Park.  45 
 46 
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Mr. Wiggins indicated he serves as the single hauler for Ham Lake and Champlin, along with 1 
being the sole recycling provider for Anoka and Ramsey.  2 
 3 
Ms. Mathiasen stated across the seven county metro area she manages 20 to 30 municipal 4 
contracts.  5 
 6 
Council Member Lindstrom stated he understood Walters and Ace are the biggest providers in the 7 
community. He questioned how the market share has been for these two haulers in the past 10 8 
years.  9 
 10 
Mr. Newsom explained over the past five years Walters has grown dramatically, which was due 11 
to lack of service from other providers.  12 
 13 
Council Member Lindstrom indicated there was a resident in Mounds View that was in a 14 
wheelchair that switched to Walters and the driver happened to notice he had trouble getting his 15 
garbage can down. He learned that Walters called him and asked to pick up the garbage at the door 16 
instead of at the street. He appreciated the high level of service Walters was providing.  17 
 18 
Mr. Delaforest commented pricing was also a main concern for clients. 19 
 20 
Acting Mayor Meehlhause explained Mounds View was pursuing organized collection for three 21 
reasons. He stated noise reduction, purchasing power and wear and tear on streets were the main 22 
concerns for the City. He reported the City has replaced all of its streets in the past decade and the 23 
City was looking to take care of its investments in its streets.  24 
 25 
Jennifer Parkos, Curbside Waste, arrived at the meeting and introduced herself to the Council. She 26 
explained Curbside was a smaller company that has little power compared to larger companies. 27 
She indicated she was not for organized collection because she appreciated there being 28 
competition.  29 
 30 
Mr. Delaforest explained he has not been able to discern any gains or savings from cities that have 31 
organized collection when it comes to streets. While he understood a great deal of money are spent 32 
on streets to properly maintain them, he has not found a study that shows organized collection 33 
saves streets. However, there was information available that there would be winners and losers 34 
when it comes to requiring residents to have organized trash collection. He anticipated some 35 
residents would lose their hauler and they would be paying more.  36 
 37 
Mr. Wiggins questioned what other ways the City was working to reduce weight on the road. He 38 
explained all of his trucks have four axles. He noted the pounds per square inch for school buses 39 
was more than the weight on the streets for garbage trucks. He asked if the City was looking into 40 
the weight of any other industries that were using City streets.  City Administrator Zikmund 41 
reported the City was not looking into any other industries at this time.  42 
 43 
Council Member Gunn asked for the cities that have organized pickup, what are some of the 44 
services the residents wanted.   45 
 46 
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Mr. Wiggins explained his two cities, Champlin and Ham Lake, have had organized collection 1 
since people have lived in the community. He noted he does not get complaints other than when 2 
the city forced Ace to collect payment. 3 
 4 
Jamie Pierce, General Manager for Republic Services, arrived at the meeting and introduced 5 
herself to the City Council. She noted she was not against organized collection noting she had a 6 
lot of contracts. She indicated the problem with consortiums was that all of the haulers were 7 
competitors.  8 
 9 
Council Member Gunn asked that the attorney speak to the difference between organized 10 
collection and a consortium.  11 
 12 
Assistant City Attorney Tierney stated they were somewhat the same thing. She noted organized 13 
collection is when the City hires a single hauler and the City controls the hauling. She reported a 14 
consortium would mean the haulers form an organization and they provide services to the City. 15 
She indicated after a contract is signed, the City would allow the haulers to divide the City on how 16 
it could best be served based on their current market share.  17 
 18 
Council Member Lindstrom stated he understood some of the haulers do not approve of organized 19 
trash collection. He asked if the haulers did see any benefits from the contracts they had in place.   20 
 21 
Ms. Pierce reported there was more efficiency, but contracts did not allow companies to grow.  22 
 23 
Mr. Delaforest commented on how a contract was only in place for seven years and there was no 24 
compensation after that time. He stated there was a tremendous amount of risk involved in 25 
contracts when it comes to equipment and employees.  26 
 27 
Acting Mayor Meehlhause thanked Mr. Delaforest for this comment and noted he was uncertain 28 
where the City would be in seven years with respect to trash hauling. He explained the City was 29 
collecting data from residents through a community survey.  He encouraged residents to complete 30 
a survey if they have not done so already. He reported the Council would be discussing trash 31 
collection further at the July 5 work session meeting. 32 
 33 
Mr. Delaforest encouraged the City to contact Golden Valley to discuss how they altered their 34 
trash hauler licenses.  35 
 36 
Ms. Parkos commented on how a consortium would not work for her company. She hoped the 37 
Council would opt to maintain an open market for trash collection in Mounds View.  38 
 39 
Acting Mayor Meehlhause thanked the trash haulers for their attendance at this meeting. 40 
 41 
Acting Mayor Meehlhause recessed the City Council meeting at 6:47 p.m. 42 
 43 
Acting Mayor Meehlhause reconvened the City Council meeting at 6:55 p.m. 44 
 45 
7. PUBLIC COMMENT 46 
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 1 
Robert Jones, 5428 Erickson Road, explained he grew up in an enriched environment with woods 2 
and fields to play in and he appreciated nature. He did not believe he was more important than all 3 
of the different birds or butterflies that live in Ardan Park. He urged the City Council to protect 4 
the Ardan Park area and that it not be developed into townhomes and tiny homes. He was of the 5 
opinion the woodlands and wetlands were more valuable than the proposed additional housing 6 
units.  7 
 8 
Christian Abraham, resident of Arden Hills, noted he managed a group home on Fairchild. He 9 
explained the clients he cares for has a hard time integrating into the community and society. One 10 
of the ways they do integrate was to visit the parks and be in nature. He feared that removal of 11 
Ardan would be a detriment to people who are developmentally disabled. He reported his father 12 
was an environmental architect who did a lot of work for the State of Minnesota. He was taught 13 
by his father that removing wetlands was easy to do, but it was not easy to get them back. He 14 
commented on how the wildlife within the ecosystem would be removed and would no longer have 15 
a home if the wetlands were developed. He encouraged the Council to keep this in mind as they 16 
make decisions regarding the Ardan property.  17 
 18 
Rene Johnson, 7385 Pleasant View Drive, explained she served in the Air Force as a crew chief 19 
for C-130’s and she has an appreciation for following processes. She reported none of her aircrafts 20 
ever missed a flight as she followed protocols. She indicated she was trying to understand the 21 
processes for local government, which included the charter, the 2040 Comprehensive Plan and the 22 
code of ethics. She reviewed the Mounds View Statement of Values in further detail. She 23 
encouraged the City Council to review these statements and to show they care about the comments 24 
and values of the Mounds View residents. She commented on the plans for the community center, 25 
which had a rendering from an architect which then led to a State bonding request and after that 26 
the Leatherman survey was conducted. She questioned why the survey was not conducted first.  27 
 28 
Heather Schuchard, 7984 Woodlawn Drive, noted she had a degree in science along with an MBA. 29 
She noted she was concerned with the lack of competition and innovation that would occur in the 30 
City if Mounds View were to pursue organized trash collection. She reported she was also opposed 31 
to the Ardan development. She encouraged the Council to dig deeper into the school district 32 
numbers. She reported only 37% of the children at Pinewood Elementary were meeting the grade 33 
level reading requirements. She stated across the freeway at Turtle Elementary 73% were meeting 34 
grade level reading requirements. She indicated this was a huge difference. She commented on 35 
how the City needed a greater balance in the community when it came to its schools. She explained 36 
she was concerned with how the environment would be impacted by the proposed Ardan project. 37 
She reported there was no going back once the forest and wetlands were removed. She stated she 38 
moved to Mounds View for the larger lots and country feeling.  39 
 40 
Dennis From, 7840 Bona Road, discussed the waste hauling issue. He encouraged City Council to 41 
hear the comments made by the haulers themselves noting each of them were against organized 42 
collection. He noted the residents of Mounds View also want a free enterprise. He believed the 43 
City was overstepping by trying to control trash collection.  44 
 45 
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Joel Copp, 8388 Long Lake Road, reported he did not support the Pulte project. He explained 1 
Mounds View was a community of single family homes on larger lots. He reminded the Council 2 
that they were elected by residents to protect their values and interests. He indicated the proposed 3 
Pulte development was not in keeping with the character, values or aesthetics of this community. 4 
He noted this project would negatively impact property values and will add 300+ vehicles to Long 5 
Lake Road, which already had poor traffic conditions. He stated this project will bring permanent 6 
quality of life impacts to established long term residents of Mounds View. He feared the City 7 
Council was offering Pulte Homes a sweetheart deal for this property that negates numerous City 8 
Charter and building codes at the expense of neighborhood residents.  9 
 10 
Rory Orr, 2655 Hillview Road, explained he wanted to speak about the Ardan development. He 11 
stated when the City has land and negotiates with developers, fair value is not given. He indicated 12 
Mounds View has very little open land and he recommended the Ardan wetlands be protected. He 13 
commented on how the proposed project would impact traffic in the area, which was a concern to 14 
him. He feared how the compost site would impact the proposed development, noting he did not 15 
want the City to lose its compost site. He recommended the City Council allow the residents to 16 
vote on this project because the Council was not hearing the voices of the public. He reminded the 17 
Council that they are to represent the City as a whole. 18 
 19 
David Wood, 2501 Sherwood Road, stated he was against the Ardan development. He explained 20 
the blue area was fresh water emergent wetlands and the brown area was forest. He noted he was 21 
not a surveyor but he estimated two-thirds of the wetland would have to be removed for the 22 
proposed development. He discussed how the edge of the development would be impacted if the 23 
wetlands were removed, which included the loss of all wildlife. He encouraged the City Council 24 
to protect the last remaining undeveloped land in the community so the desertification process 25 
does not begin.  26 
 27 
Kayla Roste, 8400 Long Lake Road, stated she had heard the quote if you build it, they will come. 28 
She argued that this should only be used for the Field of Dreams and nothing else. She indicated 29 
this should not be used for a community center expansion that is being rammed through by a 30 
marketing team on behalf of the City Council. She believed the community wants and needs more 31 
information regarding the proposed expansion and the proposed sales tax increase. She believed 32 
there was a need for more senior space in the community than for more basketball courts. She also 33 
recommended the same quote not be used for the Ardan proposal and the 75 townhomes and 12 34 
tiny houses that would destroy the remaining undeveloped land in Mounds View. She reported 35 
M&I Homes recently constructed townhomes in Blaine and from her research a significant number 36 
of them remain empty. She explained she and her husband walked into the woods a couple of days 37 
ago and the noise from the freeway was significant. She anticipated this was why the townhomes 38 
in Blaine were not selling. She anticipated this would also be a concern for the proposed 39 
townhomes in Mounds View. She discussed how the removal of the trees would reduce the buffer 40 
for this area. She asked the Council to reconsider this proposal and not move it forward.  41 
 42 
Sharon Kirscher, 8406 Red Oak Drive, addressed the Council regarding the Ardan proposal. She 43 
commented on how important it was for the City to have a buffer system in place surrounding its 44 
wetlands. She stated this was an important part in the ecosystem and provides a balance. She noted 45 
she was opposed to organized trash collection and believed this was government over reach. She 46 
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encouraged the Council to not consider what other communities are doing but rather to remain true 1 
to Mounds View.  2 
 3 
Chris Lillemo, 5132 Long Lake Road, asked if the trash survey has been fixed and do the questions 4 
make sense. He feared that this was not the case. He questioned why the City wanted to control 5 
trash hauling. He stated after hearing the comments from the haulers he was wondering why the 6 
City wanted to aid in getting rid of the little guy. He supported the trash haulers having proper 7 
competition in order to provide better service for their customers. He recommended the City focus 8 
on how to fix property taxes and that the Council consider how to spend wisely on behalf of its 9 
residents.  10 
 11 
Kathy Lee, 7719 Woodlawn Drive, requested the Council hear the voices of the public when it 12 
comes to the Ardan project. Even if this meant selling the land to local residents.  13 
 14 
Julie Clark, 8005 Woodlawn Drive, stated she moved to Mounds View seven years ago and the 15 
Ardan area was labeled as a park. She commented on the goals for the City’s parks. She encouraged 16 
the City to create a destination park with trail connections on the Ardan property. She reviewed 17 
the location of the potential redevelopment areas within the 2040 Comp Plan and noted the Ardan 18 
Park was not included, nor did the Strategic Plan align with the Comp Plan. She then reviewed 19 
photos of a nature center and trails stating this would be a better use of the forest and wetland area.  20 
 21 
Cindy Camarillo, 5299 Greenfield Avenue, explained her street was dead ended when the 22 
Greystone Flats were built. She indicated she had concerns with the Ardan development as the 23 
City had no infrastructure in place to support children and families. She stated the City did not 24 
have inner city transportation, clinics or daycares which meant the new residents would be using 25 
the same routes as existing residents. She feared the City did not have a cohesive plan in place but 26 
rather was putting projects into available pockets. She encouraged the Council to revisit how it 27 
wants to develop. She did not believe the City’s streets were taking a beating because of the trash 28 
haulers, but rather there can be defaults in the concrete or asphalt.  29 
 30 
Bob King, 7408 Silver Lake Road, asked what happened to voting in Mounds View. He was of 31 
the opinion Ardan should be voted on by the residents, along with organized trash collection. He 32 
did not appreciate living in a City that told its residents what to do. He recommended another 33 
Council vote be held in February so the residents do not have to wait until April to have another 34 
special election.  35 
 36 
Crystal Hoon, 2501 Sherwood Road, defined the term desertification and commented on how 37 
important it was to heal the land. She reported she lives on a nice sized lot in Mounds View and it 38 
would remain healthy and organic. She noted one-third of the planet was threatened by 39 
desertification. She noted the dust bowl was a human created desertification. She explained the 40 
residents of Mounds View have ideas for the Ardan property in order to keep it healthy and 41 
protected.  42 
 43 
Tiffany Alexander-Susens, 5209 O’Connell Drive, commented she was concerned about the Ardan 44 
proposal. She reported the loss of this space would be detrimental to the community. In addition, 45 
the loss of the wetland would make the draught situation worse. She recommended the Council 46 
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not move forward with this proposal until there were five members on the City Council.  She 1 
encouraged the Council to listen, respect and respond to the desires and wants of the Mounds View 2 
constituents.  3 
 4 
Cindy Palm, 2266 Terrace Drive, explained the Park, Recreation and Forestry Commission met 5 
with the Council and discussed a Sustainability Commission a couple of months ago. It was her 6 
understanding there were not enough residents willing to serve on a Sustainability Commission, 7 
so this work has been absorbed by the Park, Recreation and Forestry Commission. She asked that 8 
the City Council allow the Park, Recreation and Forestry Commission to look further into Ardan 9 
Park from a sustainability perspective and that the Council not rush into this development. In 10 
addition, she would like to see this Commission work with WSB to evaluate the City’s current 11 
parks.  12 
 13 
Dan Madsen, 8206 Long Lake Road, commented he was in favor of representative government 14 
and he appreciated the efforts of the City Council.  However, with the project like Ardan or when 15 
it comes to organized trash collection, he would like to see a direct democracy be considered.  16 
 17 
Tony Presiado, 8217 Long Lake Road, explained he has been a Long Lake Road resident since 18 
June of 1970. He stated he grew up at 8030 and also lived at 7977 before moving to 8217. He 19 
reported a couple of years ago his mother was killed by a driver in front of his home. He noted his 20 
mother owned the 8030 house. He requested answers from the City as to what the purpose was for 21 
the Pulte proposal. He asked if the purpose was to generate revenue for Councilmember pockets.  22 
 23 
Acting Mayor Meehlhause stated this was an accusation and he was going to close the Public 24 
Comment period at this time.  25 
 26 
 Council Member Cermak reported she has suffered tremendously since this proposal has come 27 
before the Council. She stated she has people showing up at her work and they are not there to buy 28 
food. Rather, they are there to pick at her. She indicated she did not go out for this seat to take 29 
anyone’s money. She explained she feels very threatened by the way people were talking on social 30 
media. She stated she has not said a word to anyone regarding this project. She commented on 31 
how her mental health was being impacted. She stated if people do not have anything productive 32 
to add to this meeting, or that has not already been said 32 times already she would like the 33 
comments to stop.  34 
 35 
Mr. Presiado tried to interrupt Council Member Cermak at this time.  36 
 37 
Acting Mayor Meehlhause requested Tony Presiado be removed from the Council Chambers.  38 
 39 
Acting Mayor Meehlhause recessed the City Council meeting at 7:42 p.m. 40 
 41 
Acting Mayor Meehlhause reconvened the City Council meeting at 7:46 p.m. 42 
 43 
8. COUNCIL BUSINESS 44 

A. Public Hearing: Resolution 9773, Approving a Temporary On-Sale 45 
Intoxicating Liquor License for Festival in the Park of Mounds View to allow 46 
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Maxx Bar and Grill to Sell and Serve Alcoholic Beverages at the 2023 Festival 1 
in the Park. 2 

 3 
City Administrator Zikmund requested the Council approve a Temporary On-Sale Intoxicating 4 
Liquor License for Festival in the Park of Mounds View to allow Maxx Bar and Grill to sell and 5 
serve alcoholic beverages at the 2023 Festival in the Park. He reported Maxx Bar and Grill has 6 
provided this service in the past and State law requires the City to grant this temporary permit.   7 
 8 
Acting Mayor Meehlhause opened the public hearing at 7:48 p.m. 9 
 10 
Carol Mueller, 8343 Groveland Road, stated she was a representative of the Festival in the Park 11 
Committee. She requested the Council approve the temporary on-sale intoxicating liquor license. 12 
She commented further on the events being planned for this year’s festival, which would be held 13 
on Friday, August 18 and Saturday, August 19.  14 
 15 
Hearing no further public input, Acting Mayor Meehlhause closed the public hearing at 7:53 p.m. 16 
 17 
MOTION/SECOND:  Lindstrom/Gunn.  To Waive the Reading and Adopt Resolution 9773, 18 
Approving a Temporary On-Sale Intoxicating Liquor License for Festival in the Park of Mounds 19 
View to allow Maxx Bar and Grill to Sell and Serve Alcoholic Beverages at the 2023 Festival in 20 
the Park.  21 
 22 
   Ayes – 4  Nays – 0  Motion carried. 23 
 24 

B. Resolution 9758, Approving Purchase of Cloud Storage for the Police 25 
Department Video Evidence Library. 26 

 27 
Police Chief Zender requested the Council approve the purchase of Cloud and Watch Guard 28 
storage for the Police Department Video Evidence Library. He explained this matter was discussed 29 
at the June 5 work session meeting noting the existing Cloud and Watch Guard system was out of 30 
warranty and needs to be replaced. He commented on how the storage needs to be upgraded before 31 
the department can purchase new body cameras.  32 
 33 
Council Member Lindstrom asked what the City pays for server technology at this time. Finance 34 
Director Beer reported the City pays about $8,500. He noted the Cloud and Watch Guard storage 35 
would be a better more reliable system. 36 
 37 
MOTION/SECOND:  Gunn/Lindstrom.  To Waive the Reading and Adopt Resolution 9758, 38 
Approving Purchase of Cloud Storage for the Police Department Video Evidence Library. 39 
 40 
   Ayes – 4  Nays – 0  Motion carried. 41 
 42 

C. Public Hearing: Resolution 9771, Approving the Preliminary/Final Plat of 43 
Long Lake Cove, and Stormwater Management Permit, 7700 Long Lake 44 
Road. 45 

 46 
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Community Development Director Sevald requested the Council approve the Preliminary/Final 1 
Plat of Long Lake Cove, and Stormwater Management Permit for the property at 7700 Long Lake 2 
Road. He stated the property has been sold and a developer was proposing to subdivide this 3 
property into three separate lots. He noted this project originally came to the Council in August of 4 
2022 where six townhomes were proposed. He indicated this project has since been amended to 5 
include three single family homes. He reviewed the proposed plat in further detail with the Council 6 
and recommended approval of the request.  7 
 8 
Acting Mayor Meehlhause asked if the project would include two new homes and one existing 9 
home. Community Development Director Sevald reported this was the case. He commented 10 
further on the driveway that would be shared by two of the lots.  11 
 12 
Acting Mayor Meehlhause opened the public hearing at 8:05 p.m. 13 
 14 
Rene Johnson, 7385 Pleasant View Drive, reported at the end of Pleasant View Drive and County 15 
Road I there was a wooded area that was taken down and three homes were to be built. She noted 16 
one home has been built and the other two lots remain for sale. She questioned what reassurances 17 
the City had that the builder would follow through on the proposed plans once the trees have been 18 
removed from this property.  Community Development Director Sevald explained the lots near 19 
Ms. Johnson’s home had interest, but the price was high. He stated that the City could not put any 20 
assurances in place that the lots will be built on by the applicant.  21 
 22 
Chris Lillemo, 5132 Long Lake Road, expressed frustration with the fact the City Council had to 23 
close the Public Comment portion of the meeting.  24 
 25 
Acting Mayor Meehlhause requested Mr. Lillemo keep his comments to the agenda item.  26 
 27 
Mr. Lillemo stated he was concerned with the fact Mounds View residents were not able to speak 28 
during the Public Comment portion of this meeting. He asked how residents were supposed to be 29 
heard.  30 
 31 
Hearing no further public input, Acting Mayor Meehlhause closed the public hearing at 8:09 p.m. 32 
 33 
MOTION/SECOND:  Gunn/Lindstrom.  To Waive the Reading and Adopt Resolution 9771, 34 
Approving the Preliminary/Final Plat of Long Lake Cove, and Stormwater Management Permit, 35 
7700 Long Lake Road. 36 
 37 
Council Member Lindstrom asked what the price point would be for the two new homes. Carson 38 
Schifsky, the applicant, anticipated the price point would be around $400,000 for the homes.  He 39 
indicated the existing home would be renovated. He thanked the Council for working with him on 40 
this project.  41 
 42 
Council Member Gunn asked if the new homes would be single story. Mr. Schifsky commented 43 
the homes would be two-stories. He reported he did not intend to remove trees on the property 44 
until the lots were sold.  45 
 46 
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   Ayes – 4  Nays – 0  Motion carried. 1 
 2 

D. Resolution 9772, a Resolution Relating to the Issuance of Conduit Revenue 3 
Bonds to Finance the Costs of a Multifamily Rental Housing Facility and 4 
Under Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 462C, as Amended; Granting Preliminary 5 
Approval Thereto; Calling for a Public Hearing; Establishing Compliance 6 
with Certain Reimbursement Regulations Under the Internal Revenue Code 7 
of 1986, as Amended; and Taking Certain Other Actions with Respect Thereto 8 
(Torre De San Miguel, Westminster Place and Vista Village Projects). 9 

 10 
Finance Director Beer requested the Council adopt a Resolution that would approve the issuance 11 
of conduit revenue bonds to finance the costs of a multifamily rental housing facility. He explained 12 
the developer has requested to use the City’s bonding authority. It was noted this housing project 13 
would be constructed in 2024. This project would require $56 million in bonding and staff 14 
reiterated that the City would not be responsible for the repayment of these bonds.  15 
 16 
Council Member Gunn asked how the City earmarked the funds received from this type of bond 17 
issuance. Finance Director Beer reported the City was able to earmark the dollars wherever there 18 
was a need.  19 
 20 
MOTION/SECOND:  Lindstrom/Cermak.  To Waive the Reading and Adopt Resolution 9772, a 21 
Resolution Relating to the Issuance of Conduit Revenue Bonds to Finance the Costs of a 22 
Multifamily Rental Housing Facility and Under Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 462C, as Amended; 23 
Granting Preliminary Approval Thereto; Calling for a Public Hearing; Establishing Compliance 24 
with Certain Reimbursement Regulations Under the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as Amended; 25 
and Taking Certain Other Actions with Respect Thereto (Torre De San Miguel, Westminster Place 26 
and Vista Village Projects). 27 
 28 
   Ayes – 4  Nays – 0  Motion carried. 29 
 30 

E. Public Hearing: First Reading and Introduction of Ordinance 999, Amending 31 
Mounds View City Code Chapter 161 regarding Signs and Billboards (Tabled 32 
May 22, 2023). 33 

 34 
Community Development Director Sevald requested the Council introduce an Ordinance that 35 
would amend City Code Chapter 161 regarding signs and billboards. He explained the proposed 36 
sign ordinance amendment would clean up a number of items. He noted the current ordinance 37 
allows up to 100 square feet for wall signs.  He indicated the Planning Commission supported 38 
increasing this to 200 square feet or 40% of the wall area. He stated the Council supported going 39 
up to 200 square feet but then recommended the item be tabled. He explained the North Church in 40 
Mounds View was stuck in the middle of the tabling process as they have removed their wall sign 41 
and would now like to put up a new sign that was between 100 square feet and 200 square feet. He 42 
stated the church was hoping to put up a sign before November of 2023. Staff requested the Council 43 
hold the first reading of the Ordinance and take comments from the public. 44 
 45 
Council Member Lindstrom asked how long the North Church has been looking for a sign. 46 
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Community Development Director Sevald stated the sign was removed in March.  1 
 2 
Council Member Lindstrom questioned how long the Bear Lot has been looking for a sign. 3 
Community Development Director Sevald commented the Bear Lot has been looking for a new 4 
sign since they purchased the property.  5 
 6 
Acting Mayor Meehlhause requested further comment on why this item was tabled. Community 7 
Development Director Sevald recalled that the item was tabled because the Bear Lot would like a 8 
300 square foot wall sign, plus a large bear.  He noted the Planning Commission was not opposed 9 
to the bear, but recommended the bear be treated separately. He explained the City can regulate 10 
the size and location of signs, but the City cannot regulate the sign content. He commented with 11 
the Bear Lot, they would like to put up a bear for advertising purposes.  12 
 13 
Council Member Lindstrom recalled that this item was tabled because it was a divided issue and a 14 
full Council was needed to address this matter.  15 
 16 
Acting Mayor Meehlhause stated staff was bringing back the 200 square feet for the Council to 17 
consider now. 18 
 19 
Acting Mayor Meehlhause opened the public hearing at 8:25 p.m. 20 
 21 
John Granno, Pastor for the North Church at 5151 Program Avenue, thanked staff for working 22 
with his property facilitator. He explained he was trying to work on new signage for his building 23 
but the tabling was leaving this process in limbo. He was hoping to move forward if the Council 24 
could agree on 200 square feet.  25 
 26 
Hearing no further public input, Acting Mayor Meehlhause closed the public hearing at 8:27 p.m. 27 
 28 
Community Development Director Sevald commented further on the minor amendments being 29 
proposed for the sign ordinance. 30 
 31 
Further discussion ensued regarding the sign request from the Bear Lot.  32 
 33 
Council Member Lindstrom stated in order to have the signs they would like the Bear Lot would 34 
need 400 square feet of wall signage, which would include the wall and bear sign. He noted the 35 
wall sign would be 285 square feet and the bear would be another 115 square feet. Community 36 
Development Director Sevald commented he could work on the language if the Council wanted to 37 
allow up to 300 square feet of wall signs.  38 
 39 
MOTION/SECOND:  Gunn/Cermak.  To Waive the First Reading and Introduce Ordinance 999, 40 
Amending Mounds View City Code Chapter 161 regarding Signs and Billboards as amended 41 
allowing up to 300 square feet of wall signage, plus an additional 100 square feet for sign art and 42 
removing the 40% language. 43 
 44 
Finance Director Beer asked how far above the roofline the Council would allow the bear to go.  45 
 46 
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Community Development Director Sevald stated current ordinance language would allow signs to 1 
go 10 feet above the roofline. The Council supported this language as proposed.  2 
 3 
   Ayes – 4  Nays – 0  Motion carried. 4 
 5 
9. REPORTS 6 

A.   Reports of Mayor and Council. 7 
 8 
Council Member Cermak reported last Friday she visited Silver View Park to send off the Mounds 9 
View Police Department as they participated in the Special Olympics Torch Run. She noted 10 
officers then passed the torch off to officers in New Brighton.  11 
 12 
Council Member Cermak explained the Mounds View Police Foundation raised $1,300 from the 13 
bake sale and fundraiser that were held at the Manitou Grill.  14 
 15 
Council Member Cermak stated on July 7, 8, and 9 a portion of concrete mixer sales from the 16 
Culver’s in St. Anthony will be donated to community programs for the Mounds View Police 17 
Foundation.  18 
 19 
Council Member Cermak reported the Mounds View Police Foundation would be meeting next on 20 
Tuesday, July 11 at 5:30 p.m. at Hodges Park.  21 
 22 
Council Member Lindstrom indicated he attended the Festival in the Park Committee meeting last 23 
Tuesday. He encouraged the public to attend the foam party which would be held on Friday, 24 
August 18. He was pleased to announce the committee had a new volunteer coordinator. He 25 
commented further on how the committee has decided to honor former Mayor Al Hull at this year’s 26 
Festival. 27 
 28 
Council Member Gunn reported the Mounds View Business Council met on Wednesday, June 14.  29 
 30 
Council member Gunn stated Coffee with a Cop was held at Colonial Village on Saturday, June 31 
17.  32 
 33 
Council Member Gunn explained the Equity Task Force met on Tuesday, June 20. She noted this 34 
group was discussing what they want to be and what their goals were.  35 
 36 
 B. Reports of Staff. 37 
 38 
Finance Director Beer reported the new time sheets were rolled out today.  39 
 40 
City Administrator Zikmund reviewed the items that would be discussed at the Wednesday, July 41 
5 City Council work session meeting.   42 
 43 
City Administrator Zikmund reported he would be interviewing Finance Director candidates on 44 
Tuesday, June 27. He recommended the HR Committee be a part of the final interviews.  45 
 46 
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C. Reports of City Attorney. 1 
 2 
City Attorney Riggs had nothing additional to report. 3 
 4 
10. Next Council Work Session: Wednesday, July 5, 2023, at 6:00 p.m.  5 

Next Council Meeting: Monday, July 10, 2023, at 6:00 p.m. 6 
 7 
11.  ADJOURNMENT 8 
 9 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:54 p.m. 10 
 11 
Transcribed by: 12 
 13 
Heidi Guenther  14 
Minute Maker Secretarial 15 























































 
Item No:  5.C. 

Meeting Date: July 10, 2023 
Type of Business: Consent Agenda 

Administrator review: _______ 

City of Mounds View Staff Report  
 

 
 

  
To: Honorable Mayor and City Council 
From: Rayla Sue Ewald, Human Resource Director 
Item Title/Subject: Resolution 9777 Authorizing Separation Pay of Recreation Coordinator Angie 

Gornik 
 
Background 
 
Recreation Coordinator Angie Gornik has resigned from the City of Mounds View effective June 30, 2023 
to pursue an opportunity in Anchorage, Alaska. Ms. Gornik has been employed by the City since 
September 29, 2022. Attached is Resolution 9777, authorizing separation compensation to Ms. Gornik 
in accordance with the City’s Personnel Manual. 
 
Discussion 
 
Section 5.03 of the City of Mounds View Personnel Manual states employees leaving in good standing 
will receive a lump-sum compensation for all accrued vacation and compensation time; employees with 
less than two (2) full years of service are not eligible for payout of Sick Leave hours. Ms. Gornik did not 
have two (2) years of service with the City of Mounds View. 
 
The following represents separation compensation eligible to Ms. Gornik: 
 

 Hours Hourly rate Payout 
Vacation Hours 63.51 $28.47 $1808.13 Cash Payout 
Compensatory Hours 10.34 $28.47 $  294.38 Cash Payout 

Total Separation Compensation: $2102.51 Cash Payout 
 
Recommendation 
 
Staff recommends approval of Resolution 9777 Authorizing Separation Compensation for Recreation 
Coordinator Angie Gornik. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
_______________________ 
Rayla Sue Ewald 
Human Resource Director 
 
Attachment(s): 
Resolution 9777, Authorizing Separation Compensation for Recreation Coordinator Angie Gornik 
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RESOLUTION NO. 9777 
CITY OF MOUNDS VIEW 
COUNTY OF RAMSEY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
 

AUTHORIZING SEPARATION COMPENSATION FOR 
RECREATION COORDINATOR ANGIE GORNIK 

 
 WHEREAS, Recreation Coordinator Angie Gornik has worked for the City since 
September 29, 2022 and resigned from the City of Mounds View to pursue other career 
opportunities effective June 30, 2023; and 
 
 WHEREAS, in accordance with Section 5.03 of the City of Mounds View Personnel 
Manual, employees leaving in good standing will receive lump-sum compensation for all accrued 
vacation and compensation time. Ms. Gornik will receive a cash payout of accrued and unused 
vacation hours of 63.51, accrued and unused compensation hours of 10.34, but is not eligible 
for payout of sick leave hours as she did not have two (2) years of service with the City; and 
 

WHEREAS, the rate of pay for Ms. Gornik upon resignation was $28.47 per hour. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mounds View City Council approves 
separation compensation to Recreation Coordinator Angie Gornik consistent with Section 5.03 
of the Mounds View Personnel Manual as follows: 
 

 Hours Hourly rate Payout 
Vacation Hours 63.51 $28.47 $1808.13 Cash Payout 
Compensatory Hours 10.34 $28.47 $  294.38 Cash Payout 

Total Separation Compensation: $2102.51 Cash Payout 
 

Adopted this 10th day of July, 2023. 
 
 
     ________________________________ 
     Gary Meehlhause, Acting Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
     ________________________________ 
     Nyle Zikmund, City Administrator 

(seal)    
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Type of Business: Consent Agenda 
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City of Mounds View Staff Report  
 

 
 

  
To: Honorable Mayor and City Council 
From: Nyle Zikmund, City Administrator 
Item Title/Subject: Rescinding Resolution 7583 
 
Background 
Council has been discussing workshop minutes & public comment.  As part of that discussion, staff was 
made aware of resolutions specifying cable castings.  
 
Discussion 
At their July 5, 2023 workshop, council discussed, extensively – minutes, public comment, taping, live 
streaming and cable casting of workshops and by extension other meetings.  Council was provided with 
all resolutions addressing this issue back to 1999, when equipment was purchased, staff was hired, and 
cable commission oversaw.  Over the years additional resolutions were adopted with Resolution 7583 
adopted in 2010 and effectively rescinding all previous ones. 
 
Recommendation 
 
Council consensus, with and upon advice of legal advice at their July 5, 2023 workshop was to rescind 
Resolution 7583 as cable casting/live streaming can be done/directed by simple motions of council. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Nyle Zikmund 
_______________________ 
City Administrator 
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RESOLUTION 7583

CITY OF MOUNDS VIEW

COUNTY OF RAMSEY

STATE OF MINNESOTA

RESOLUTION REQUIRING CABLE CASTING OF CITY BUSINESS CONDUCTED AT

OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS AT MOUNDS VIEW CITY HALL

WHEREAS, the City of Mounds View desires its citizens to be fully apprised of all city
business conducted on their behalf; and

WHEREAS, the City adopted Resolution 5596 on December 13, 1999, which set forth a

policy of the cable broadcasting requirements for open meetings of the City; and

WHEREAS, the City adopted Resolution 5501 on December 11, 2000, which rescinded

Resolution 5596, and set forth a revised policy by exempting the Human Resources Committee

from the cable broadcasting requirements for open meetings; and

WHEREAS, the City adopted Resolution 5557 on April 23, 2001, which rescinded

Resolution 5501, and set forth a revised policy by requiring open meetings of the City, except the

Human Resources Committee, be held at Mounds View City Hall; and

WHEREAS, the City desires to modify and replace the provisions of Resolution 5557 as

to the cable broadcasting requirements for open meetings of the City held at Mounds View City
Hall, and as such, desires to rescind Resolution 5557 in its entirety; and

WHEREAS, the City Council desires that the cable broadcasting requirements for open

meetings of the City held at Mounds View City Hall, except for meetings of the Human

Resources Committee and the Cable Committee, and as otherwise expressly provided by
statute, apply to all entities of the City and that such desire be set forth as a policy of the City.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT, the City Council of the City of Mounds

View rescinds Resolution No. 5557 in its entirety.

NOW, THERFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, the City Council of the City of

Mounds View establishes the policy that all meetings held at Mounds View City Hall by the City
or any of its committees, subcommittees, boards, departments, or commissions which are

subject to the Open Meeting Law, except for meetings of the Human Resources Committee and

the Cable Committee, and as otherwise expressly provided by statute, are also subject to the

requirement that the meeting be broadcast via cable television, when sufficient staff is available

to facilitate the cable broadcasting of the meeting.



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WHEREAS, On May 20, 2023, Mounds View Mayor Al Hull passed; and 
 
WHEREAS, Al played an important leadership role in the City of Mounds View for 16 

years, first as a member of the City Council (when he proposed to his wife Tasha at a Council 
meeting) and then as Mayor; and 

 
WHEREAS, Al served the City for a total of almost 19 years, starting on the planning 

commission in 2005; and 
 
WHEREAS, Al had a passion for public service and a commitment to helping those in 

need, supporting organizations such as the Ralph Reeder Food Shelf, Community Partners 
with Youth, Community Support Center and Northeast Youth and Family Services; and 

 
WHEREAS, Al was a huge supporter of the Spring Lake Park/Blaine/Mounds View 

Fire Department, the Mounds View Police Department, and the Mounds View Police 
Foundation, which promotes community outreach programs; and 

 
WHEREAS, Al helped maintain the City's fiscal stability, completed the 10 year City-

wide street reconstruction project, implemented both a financing plan for streets not 
included in the 10 year project and the Water Preservation Program, and refurbished several 
City parks; and  

 
WHEREAS, Al helped establish a committee for the purpose of creating a memorial at 

City Hall Park that would honor veterans, first responders, fire and police, and Mound View 
residents who lost their lives to three disasters - the 1965 tornado, the Williams pipe line 
explosion, and the 35W bridge collapse; and 

 
WHEREAS, Al championed investments – both public and private - that made 

Mounds View a better place to live, work, and play; and 
 
WHEREAS, Al was a loving husband, devoted dad and wonderful grandpa, and was 

loved and respected by so many in the community; Now, Therefore, Be It 
 
PROCLAIMED, The Ramsey County Board of Commissioners declares June 9, 2023 as 

Mayor Al Hull Day in Ramsey County. 
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City of Mounds View Staff Report  
 

 

  
To: Honorable Mayor and City Council 
From: Jon Sevald, Community Development Director 
Item Title/Subject: Resolution 9775, Approving Driveway Variances for 2023 

Pleasant View Drive Street Construction 
 
Introduction: 
The City of Fridley is reconstructing Pleasant View Drive, between Co Rd I and Co Rd H2.  It is 
the intent of the City Code that all non-conforming driveway curb-cuts (aprons) be replaced by 
conforming curb-cuts, unless the City Council approves a Variance to keep as-is.1 
 
 

 
Diagram of conforming driveway 

Analysis: 
There is one property; 7425 Pleasant View Drive, that has a non-conforming driveway setback 
(1’, whereas 5’ is the minimum required).  Staff met with the homeowners on June 23, 2023 to 
explain the City’s policy, and the option to request a Variance to keep the curb cut where-is.  
The homeowners verbally requested a Variance. 
 
The City issued driveway permits for a 9’ wide driveway in 1974 (no setback noted), and in 2006 
(approved with 3’ setback, where-is).  The 2006 reduced setback was allowed due to hardship; 
“tree & house would interfere with bringing driveway into compliance.”  Based on aerial photos, 
it appears the driveway was installed with a 1’ setback (instead of 3’).  In 2015, the City issued a 
Diseased Tree notice.  The tree (the hardship) was removed in 2019. 

                                                           
1  City Code 152.002(B); Existing, non-conforming driveways. Consistent with the provisions of §§ 160.375 through 

160.382 of this code of ordinances, driveways that do not conform to the requirements of the city code may not 
be replaced or reconstructed without bringing them into compliance. (Minor maintenance and alterations may 
be permitted.) Driveways which cannot be brought into compliance without undue hardship, as determined by 
the Director of Community Development, may be improved, replaced or rebuilt, however, in no case may the 
extent of the non-conformity increase as a result. If a requested permit is denied due to non-compliance, the 
property owner may appeal the decision in writing to the City Council. 
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To be consistent with the City Code, the driveway curb cut should be installed with a 3’ setback, 
consistent with the 2006 driveway permit.  In doing so, the apron would be reduced from 9’ 
wide, to 7’ wide, too narrow for a vehicle to pass through.  It is Staff’s opinion that there is 
justification in approving a Variance to reinstall the curb cut where-is (1’ setback). 
 

 
7425 Pleasant View Drive (photo June 23, 2023).  “X” is the area to be removed, if the driveway were to be made conforming to 
the 2006 permitted 3’ setback.  The 9’ curb cut would then shift to the left. 

 
Strategic Plan Strategy/Goal: 
Maintain and plan for infrastructure improvements including streets, parks, waste water, water, 
WiFi (internet), and transportation. 
 
Financial Impact: 
None. 
 
Recommendation: 
On street projects, Staff’s recommendations are to follow the City Code whenever practical, and 
install driveway aprons to be conforming.  In this case, Staff is recommending Approving the 
Variance for 7425 Pleasant View Drive due to the substandard width of the driveway, and the 
hardship created if following the City Code. 
 
Respectfully, 

 
Jon Sevald, AICP 
Community Development Director 
 
ATTACHED 
Resolution 9775 

9’ 



RESOLUTION NO. 9775 
 

CITY OF MOUNDS VIEW 
COUNTY OF RAMSEY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING DRIVEWAY VARIANCES 
RELATED TO THE PLEASANT VIEW DRIVE STREET CONSTRUCTION 

 
WHEREAS, the City will reconstruct streets in Area K in 2023; and, 
 
WHEREAS, Mounds View City Code §160.338(E) (Curb cut widths) states; “In 

conjunction with street improvement projects or in conjunction with individual driveway 
replacement projects, non-conforming curb cuts shall be made conforming to whatever extent 
practicable. If, in the opinion of the Directors of Public Works/Parks and Recreation and 
Community Development, a non-conforming curb cut cannot be made conforming without 
undue hardship or disruption to the property, the curb cut may remain in existence, unchanged. 
Decisions regarding curb cuts may be appealed in writing to the City Council.” 
 
 WHEREAS, on June 23, 2023, City Staff verbally provided notice to affected 
homeowners of their non-conforming driveway, and the City’s Policy to correct.  The 
homeowners verbally appealed City Code §160.338(E) (Curb cut widths); and, 
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Mounds View City Council has 
reviewed appeals submitted by property owners, and takes the following action: 

 
Address Property Owner Request Approved Denied 

7425 Pleasant View Dr KENNETH J 
MCDONOUGH 

Keep as-is; 1’ setback   

 
Adopted this 10th day of July 2023. 

       
 

Gary Meehlhause, Acting Mayor 
ATTEST: 

       
Nyle Zikmund, City Administrator 

(SEAL) 
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City of Mounds View Staff Report  
 

 

  
To: Honorable Mayor and City Council 
From: Jon Sevald, Community Development Director 
Item Title/Subject: Second Reading and Adoption of Ordinance 999, Amending 

Mounds View City Code Chapter 161 Signs and Billboards 
(ROLL CALL VOTE) 

 
 
Introduction: 
Ordinance 999 amends the Sign Code based on known requests by The Bear Lot and The 
North Church, in addition to minor language clean-ups.  The revised language would increase 
Wall Signage, from 100 sq ft (current) to 300 sq ft, and would allow 100 sq ft for an iconic 
statue.  This change was directed by the City Council during the June 26th First Reading. 
 
Analysis: 
Staff researched sign regulations from cities with zoning districts and traffic counts similar to 
Mounds View Boulevard, finding that other cities permit Wall Signs significantly larger than 
Mounds View does.  If increasing to 300 sq ft, then Mounds View would be one of the most 
sign-friendly cities in the area. 
 

 Regulation (2022) Allowed at The Bear Lot 
Ground Sign Wall Sign Ground Sign Wall Sign Statue 

Area Height Area Area Height Area  
Arden Hills 100sf 16’ 80sf 100sf 16’ 80sf  
Blaine 180sf 14’ 10%1 or 200sf, 

whichever smaller 
180sf 14’ 200sf _ 

Coon Rapids 200sf 20’–36’ 40sf or 10% up to 200sf 200sf 30’ 200sf -- 
Fridley 80sf 25’ 15X of √ wall length2 80sf 25’ 233.3sf  
Mounds View 200sf 16’ 100sf 200sf 16’ 100sf  
(MV proposed) 200 sf 16’ 300sf  200 sf 16’ 300sf 100sf 
New Brighton 64sf 20’ 40% of wall area, or 

200sf whichever smaller 
64sf 20’ 200sf -- 

Roseville 200sf 25’ 1.5sf p/1sf of wall length 200sf 25’ 363sf -- 
Shoreview 50-150sf 10’-20’ 5%-10% of wall area 

(max 500sf) 
60sf 6’ 424sf  

White Bear 
Lake 

35sf 10’ Single-tenant: 10% of 
front wall area + 5% of 
side wall area, not to 

exceed 200 sq ft, based 
on size of building. 

Single-Tenant: 7% of 
wall area, up to 80 sq ft. 

35sf 10’ 200sf  

The Bear Lot3  229sf 26’ 301sf 100sf 
 
Specific to allowing a statue, cities surveyed would interpret this as a Ground Sign if its purpose 
appears to be advertising (e.g. bear at The Bear Lot, mermaid at The Mermaid, cross on a 
church).  If interpreted as art (e.g. mermaid at The Bear Lot), this is not likely to be regulated.   
                                                           
1  Front wall area (MV Blvd side) = 4,296sf area (source: p.A3.1 Building Elevations, Mar 6, 1998) 
2  The Bear Lot wall length (MV Blvd side) = 242’ (source) = p.A2.1 Floor Plan, Mar 6, 1998).  Building height = 18’ 
3  Ground Sign #1 = 144.2sf area (permit #2017-00012), 26’ ht (Res 5042).  Ground Sign #2 & #3 = 2X 42.7sf. (Res 5042) 
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Art, generally not regulated by cities surveyed. Sign, generally permitted as a “Ground Sign”. 
 
Strategic Plan Strategy/Goal: 
Beautification of Mounds View Blvd: Cooperate with Ramsey County in implementing new 
features and improved beautification, aesthetics, and landscaping including but not limited to 
different plant species in median that looks professional, clean, and neat.  Conduct and budget 
for improvements in phases and use Hwy 96 as an example. 

 
Consider a façade and landscaping policy that is more robust while allowing for native pollinator 
plant species and other alternative landscaping that looks professional and pleasing including 
but not limited to urban gardening and creative energy saving projects. 
 
Financial Impact: 
N/A 
 
Planning Commission Recommendation: 
The Planning Commission discussed at their April 19, 2023 meeting, recommending Ground 
signs to stay the same; Wall signs to be 200sf or 40% of wall area, whichever is smaller (same 
as New Brighton), and to allow rooftop signs up to 10’, but no temporary signs above the roof 
(Resolution 1158-23).  The Commission is supportive of the iconic bear (and Mermaid), but 
wanted to address that at a separate time. 
 
Staff Recommendation: 
Staff recommends the same as Planning Commission, but with allowing a 100 sq ft statue. 
 
A Public Hearing was held on June 26, 2023. 
 
Respectfully, 

 
Jon Sevald, AICP 
Community Development Director 
 
ATTACHED 
Ordinance 999 



ORDINANCE 999 
 
 

CITY OF MOUNDS VIEW 
COUNTY OF RAMSEY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
 
 

AMENDING MOUNDS VIEW CITY CODE CHAPTER 161 SIGNS AND BILLBOARDS 
 
 

The City of Mounds View Ordains: 
 
SECTION 1: The City Council of the City of Mounds View hereby amends Chapter 161 of the Mounds 
View Municipal Code by adding the underlined material and deleting the stricken material as follows: 
 
 
§ 161.006 DEFINITIONS. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates 
or requires a different meaning. 
 
Statute. A three-dimensional representation usually of a person, animal, or mythical being that is 
produced by sculpturing, modeling, or casting. 
 
 
§ 161.020 PERMITS REQUIRED; EXCEPTIONS. 
(A)  Permit required. It is unlawful to install, construct, erect, alter, revise, reconstruct or relocate any 

outdoor sign or structure, as defined in § 161.006 of this chapter, in the city without first obtaining a 
permit therefor as required by this chapter, except as provided in division (B) below. 

 
(B)  Exceptions. Permits need not be obtained for any sign less than or equal to eight square feet in area 

(excluding temporary signs), or for the specific signs addressed below; provided, all other 
requirements of this chapter are satisfied: 

 
(11) Non-commercial sign. For all types of property, the city allows one sign(s) that expresses an 

opinion or a viewpoint of a non-commercial nature. The non-commercial sign(s) shall not be 
illuminated or exceed nine square feet combined. For multiple unit residential properties, the 
sign(s) must be attached to the dwelling unit or placed in a location that clearly indicates 
ownership and does not represent the opinions of other residents in the area who have not 
agreed to the sign(s). Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, the non-
commercial speech exemption provided by M.S. § 211B.045, as it may be amended from time 
to time, is hereby incorporated by reference. 

 
 
§ 161.037 GENERAL LOCATION, DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION STANDARDS. 
    
(B) Signs allowed by district. The following table represents the allowable signage and area 

requirements (in square feet) by zoning district: 
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Sign Type R-1 R-2 R-3 R-4 R-5 B-1 B-2 B-3 B-4 Li I-1 CRP PUD 
Billboards No No No No No No No No No No No No 
Construction*** 8 8 8 8 8 32 32 32 32 32 32 32 
Directional*** No No 4 4 4 4 4 8 8 8 8 8 
Drive-thru menu 
board *** 

No No No No No No No (2) 36’ 
primary + 

15’ 
secondary 

(2) 36’ 
primary + 

15’ 
secondary 

No No No 

Ground*** No No 32 32 32 100 200 200 200 200 100 * 
Statue 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 
Home 
Occupation 

1 1 No No 1 No No No No No No No 

Identification*** 2 2 2 2 2 4 4 8 8 8 4 * 
Incidental 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 
Non-
Commercial*** 

6 6 6 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 

Projection No No No No No 100 
**** 

8 
**** 

24 **** 24 **** 24 
**** 

No * 
**** 

Real estate*** 10 10 32 32 10 32 32 32 32 64 32 32 
Temporary Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Wall No No 64 64 64 100 100 100 300 100 300 100 

300 
100 
No 

* 

Window No No No No No Yes Yes Yes Yes No No * 
NOTES TO TABLE: 
*      Signage requirements within a PUD shall be as allowed by the PUD Narrative document.  If no such document exists, 

signage shall be permitted for a B-3 district. 
**    Directional signs may be allowed within rights-of-way upon written approval of the city.  The appropriate governmental 

agency having jurisdiction over the roadway (if not the City) and the owner of the property directly abutting the sign. 
*** For free-standing signs, maximum sign area is measured per side, maximum of two sides. 
**** See Specific Sign Type Standards and Requirements for Projection Signs. 

 
§ 161.038 SPECIFIC SIGN TYPE STANDARDS AND REQUIREMENTS. 

 
(A) Ground signs. The following standards shall be maintained for all ground signs, excluding incidental, 

temporary, home occupation, identification and real estate signs. 
(7)   Ground signs must include masonry construction materials on the entire base, such as stone, 

brick or stucco. 
 

  
 
(C)   Projection signs. The following standards shall be maintained for all projection signs. 

(1)   All portions of projection signs shall be designed for a wind pressure of not less than 30 pounds 
per square foot. 

SIGN SIGN 
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(2)   Such signs shall not project over public street right-of-way but may project over private 

sidewalks. No such sign shall be less than 12 feet above the level of the sidewalk; except that, 
the signs which do not exceed four square feet and which do not project more than two feet 
over the sidewalk may be eight feet or more above the sidewalk. No projection sign shall project 
more than eight feet over any private sidewalk. 

(3)   There shall be no more than two feet of space between the inner edge of any such sign and the 
face of the wall from which it projects, nor shall the outer edge of the sign be more than eight 
feet from the face of the wall.  Projection Signs and structural elements shall not exceed 10 feet 
in height above a roof or parapet.  The allowable size of Projection Signs shall be included within 
the permitted Wall Sign area. 

(4)   The building or structure from which any such sign projects and all attachments or fastenings 
must be so constructed as to safely resist the dead load and the wind load added by the 
attached sign. 

(5)   All such signs shall be of non-combustible materials or of not less than one-hour fire-resistive 
construction. 

(6)   Such signs shall be securely fixed in place and shall not be able to swing or sway. 
 

(I) Statue. Statues shall be constructed of non-pliable all-weather material (e.g. not an inflatable sign), 
permanently anchored to the ground or a building, or comparable structure.  Statutes shall not 
exceed 100 sq ft in area (example; 10’ height, 10’ width, 10’ depth), 16’ in height if at ground level, 
or 10’ in height above the roof or parapet if attached to a building.  Location of Statues shall comply 
with the same setbacks required for Ground Signs. 

 
 

§ 161.039 MISCELLANEOUS SIGNAGE REQUIREMENTS AND PROVISIONS. 
 
(A)  Signage allowances for specific land uses. Public or semi-public recreational buildings and 

neighborhood and community centers; public and private education institutions limited to 
elementary, middle and senior high schools; religious institutions; nursing homes, senior assisted 
living facilities and commercial day care facilities; may be allowed the following signage: 
 
(1)   Wall signage not to exceed 100 300 square feet per principal building; and 
 
(2)   Ground signage not to exceed 100 200 square feet, subject to § 161.038(A)(5) of this chapter. 
 
 

§ 161.040 PROHIBITED SIGNS. 
 

The following signs and sign types are prohibited in the city: 
 
 (C)   Roof signs, unless integrally incorporated into the roof design, then the sign shall be considered a 

wall sign Projection Sign; 
 

 
SECTION 2. In accordance with Section 3.07 of the City Charter, City staff shall have the following 
summary printed in the official City newspaper in lieu of the complete ordinance:  
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On July 10, 2023, the City Council adopted Ordinance 999 that amends Chapter 161 of the 
Mounds View City Code, relating to Signs and Billboards.  A printed copy of the ordinance is 
available for inspection during regular business hours at Mounds View City Hall and is available 
on line at the City’s web site located at www.moundsviewmn.org.  

 
 

SECTION 3. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force 30 days from and after its passage and 
publication, in accordance with Section 3.09 of the City Charter.  

 
Introduction and First Reading by the Mounds View City Council on June 26, 2023.  
Second Reading and Adoption by the Mounds View City Council on July 10, 2023.  
Publication Date: July 17, 2023.  
 
 
 
Adopted this 10th day of July, 2023.  
 
        

Gary Meehlhause, Acting Mayor 
 

Attest:       _____________________________________  
Nyle Zikmund, City Administrator 

 
(SEAL) 



MoUND�IEW 
Item No: 8C 

Meeting Date:07 /10/2023 

Type of Business: Council Business 

Administrator Review: 

City of Mounds ll'iew Staff Report 

To: 

From: 

Item Title/Subject: 

Introduction: 

Honorable Mayor and City Council 
Ben Zender, Chief of Police 
Resolution 9776 Adoption of the Ramsey County 
Comprehensive Emergency Operations Plan 

The City Council will consider adopting the update to the Ramsey County 
Comprehensive Emergency Operations Plan (CEOP). 

Discussion: 

The Ramsey County CEOP details all comprehensive emergency management efforts 
within the County. It is designed to comply with all applicable federal and state 
regulations and to provide the policies and procedures to be followed in dealing with a 
significant emergency and/or disaster which requires a multi-jurisdictional response. 
The CEOP identifies the hazards that could affect the county and the city, sets forth the 
responsibilities of local government departments and agencies, and outlines a means 
for local and state resources to be used to support impacted populations. 

This is a countywide document that will provide cohesive, coordinated, and cooperation 
among and between the municipal governments and the county. Approving the updated 
plan maintains the City's eligibility for FEMA hazard mitigation grants should some sort 
of disaster occur in Mounds View. There is no direct City cost associated with 
participating in the CEOP. 

Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Chapter 12, this plan will be reviewed annually and 
updated as necessary by Ramsey County's Department of Emergency Management. 
Future updates will require City Council adoption. 

Recommendation: 

Staff recommends the City Council adopt the attached resolution adopting the updated 
Ramsey County Comprehensive Emergency Operations Plan. 

Ben Zender 
Chief of Police 







 

08E, att 1 R9776 
 

 
To view the entire Ramsey County Comprehensive Emergency Operations Plan (332 pages), please use the 
following link: 
 
https://www.ramseycounty.us/sites/default/files/Public%20Safety%20and%20Law/CEOP%20full%20plan-
%20Public.pdf 

 

https://www.ramseycounty.us/sites/default/files/Public%20Safety%20and%20Law/CEOP%20full%20plan-%20Public.pdf
https://www.ramseycounty.us/sites/default/files/Public%20Safety%20and%20Law/CEOP%20full%20plan-%20Public.pdf
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