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REGULAR MEETING 
6:00 P.M. 

SEPTEMBER 3, 2024 
PROPOSED AGENDA 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

2. PLEDGE-(HOESE) 

3. ROLL CALL 

4. APPROVE AGENDA 

5. GUESTS 

6. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC ON AGENDA 

7. CONSENT AGENDA 

1. September 3, 2024 Expenditures/Transfers $196,057.49  

2. August 19, 2024 Regular Meeting Minutes 

8. CORRESPONDENCE/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

9. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

1. Resolution 24-14 SMCAS Special Assessment District 

(Action) 

10. NEW BUSINESS 

1. Set Public Hearing for SMCAS Assessment District 
(Action) 

2. Sugar Lane (Discussion) 
 

11. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 

12. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

13. SUPERVISOR REPORT 

14. ADJOURN 
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NILES CHARTER TOWNSHIP 
AUGUST 19, 2024 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

Supervisor Marge Durm Hiatt called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. at the South Fire Station 2049 S. 3rd. St. Niles Mi. 
49120.  Cooper led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Roll Call:  Cooper, Watson, Pulaski, Ringler, Durm Hiatt, Hoese, Vella. Board member absent: None  
 
Budget Amendment: Motion by Ringler 2nd Vella to amend the budget by $8070.00 for Peerless Midwest, invoice # 
80265. Invoice for $58070.00. Had $50,000 in Budget. 
 
Roll Call: Hoese, Pulaski, Ringler, Vella, Durm Hiatt, Cooper, Watson. Motion Carried 
 
Approve Agenda: Motion Vella 2nd Watson to approve Agenda as Published. Voice vote all in favor. Motion carried. 
 
Guests:  Jim Curren, Tom Dyer.  
 
Jim Curren: Need Representative for Materials Management Committee. Hoese Had Applied.  
 
Tom Dyer: Reviewed Police Report. Accident concerns. 
 
 Correspondence/Announcements: Durm Hiatt Veterans Program Flyer. September 20-2024. Will put on our website. 
 
Comments from the Public on Agenda Items:  None. 

 
Consent Agenda: 

Ringler motioned to approve the August 19th, 2024 consent agenda and pay the bills. Vella supported. 
1. August 19th 2024 Expenditures/Transfers  
GRAND TOTAL  $226,982.23 
2. August 5th Regular Meeting minutes. 
3. July 2024 Permits 
4. July 2024 Fire Report 
5. July 2024 Cash Summary Report 
6. July 2024 Balance Sheet 
7. July 2024 Revenue/Expense Report 
8. July 2024 Code Enforcement 
                      
ROLL CALL AYES: Cooper, Watson, Pulaski, Ringler, Durm Hiatt, Hoese, Vella. NAYS:  None.  

          MOTION CARRIED. 
 

 
Unfinished Business:  None. 
  
New Business:  

 
  

1) Pre-Kindergarten Playground Equipment: Vella discussed Equipment for toddlers. Asked that she get 
pricing and pictures.  

 
2) Sidewalk Bids: Hoese motioned to accept bid(s) from Brett Crouch for $24,050.00 and an additional Bid 

for $7,150.00 for a total of $31,200.00 for Sidewalk replacement. Monies to come out of Metro Fund. 2nd 
Cooper.    

 
ROLL CALL AYES: Pulaski, Ringler, Vella, Durm Hiatt, Cooper, Watson, Hoese. Motion Carried.   
NAYS:  None.                              MOTION CARRIED. 

 
3) SMACS Special Assessment (Discussion): Vella asked about balance we may owe to SMACS. Ringler 

asked if SMACS is in the Red or Black. Time frame for getting on the ballet discussed.    
 
 

Comments from the Public: None. 



 

 
 
Committee Reports: 

Vella: Medic1 Brief Presentation New Model 
Hosee: New cell into. Rd. to new cell. 
Ringler: Ladder truck Minimum Amount. Should start talking about budget for next yr.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Pulaski: Old fire station Demo complete. Dpw addition update. 
Watson: None 
Cooper: No meetings. 
Durm Hiatt: Grateful to all helping move. Meeting with Whitmen Community Park. D.J. Construction hired 
for Hall renovation. Planning Commission on Marijuana and Solar. 
 

 
Durm Hiatt adjourned meeting at 7:25 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
 

_______________________________  __________________________________  
Dan Pulaski Jr., Clerk    Marge Durm-Hiatt, Supervisor  

 



NILES CHARTER TOWNSHIP 
COUNTY OF BERRIEN 
STATE OF MICHIGAN 

 
SPECIAL ASSESSMENT DISTRICT FOR EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES 

THROUGH SOUTHWESTERN MICHIGAN COMMUNITY AMBULANCE SERVICE, 
DISTRICT NO. 1 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 24-14 

RESOLUTION OF INTENT TO ESTABLISH SPECIAL ASSESSMENT DISTRICT; 
TENTATIVE DESIGNATION OF SPECIAL ASSESSMENT DISTRICT;  

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 

 At a regular meeting of the Township Board of Niles Charter Township, held on the 3rd   

day of September, 2024, at 6:00 p.m. 

PRESENT:  

               _________________________________________________________ 

ABSENT:   

               _________________________________________________________ 

 The following Resolution was offered by _________and seconded by ________. 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Act 368 of 1978, as amended by Act 179 of 1990 (MCL 

333.20948), a combination of local governmental units may operate an ambulance authority and 

defray, in whole or part, the cost of ambulance service by special assessment, with such special 

assessments conforming as nearly as possible to the procedure set forth in section 1 of Act 33 of 

1951; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Act 368 of 1978, as well as the Urban Cooperation Act, Act 7 of 

1967, the Township and other local governmental units have formed the Southwestern Michigan 

Community Ambulance Service (“SMCAS”), which provides ambulance services to the member 

municipalities and certain other municipalities pursuant to contracts ("Services"); and 



WHEREAS, the costs of maintaining and operating SMCAS are shared by the local 

governmental units who are members of SMCAS, including the Township, pursuant to the 

Articles of Incorporation of SMCAS; and  

WHEREAS, the Township wishes to defray its share of the cost of operating SMCAS by 

establishing a special assessment district pursuant to Act 368 of 1978, as amended by Act 179 of 

1990; and  

WHEREAS, the Township finds that initiating proceedings to establish such a special 

assessment district is in the best interest of the public health, safety, and welfare.  

NOW, THEREFORE, THE TOWNSHIP RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS: 

1. The Township Board determines to defray its share of the cost of maintaining and 

operating SMCAS, in whole or part, by special assessment.     

2. The Township Board tentatively designates the special assessment district 

(“District”) against which the cost will be assessed as all residential units, commercial parcels, 

industrial parcels, and agricultural parcels within the Township, unless such lands and premises 

are exempt by law from paying special assessments.  "Residential unit" includes each unit in 

multiple family dwellings, apartments, condominiums, and townhouses, and includes each pad in 

a mobile home or manufactured housing community.   

3. The estimated cost for each assessed parcel or unit in the District shall be based 

on the year of the assessment in the amounts as follows:  

2024  
2025  
2026  
2027  
2028  
 



4. The Township tentatively proposes that the District remain in effect for a period 

of five (5) years.     

5. If at any time during the term of the District an actual incremental cost increase 

exceeds the estimate therefor by 10% or more, notice shall be given and a hearing will be 

afforded to the record owners of property to be assessed.  

6. The Township Board shall hold a public hearing on September 16, 2024, at 6:00 

p.m. at the Township Hall to hear and consider objections to the creation of the District and the 

estimated cost for each parcel in the District.   

7. The Township Board directs the Township Clerk to give notice of the time, date 

and purpose of the hearing, by first class mail, to each record owner of, or party-in-interest in, 

real property within the Township whose name appears upon the last Township tax assessment 

records, at least ten days before the date of the hearing in the form substantially similar to 

Exhibit A, attached to this Resolution.  In addition, notice shall also be published in the same 

form at least twice before the hearing in a newspaper circulating in the Township.  The first 

publication shall be at least ten days before the date of the hearing. 

8. Following the public hearing, the Township Board may revise, correct, amend or 

change the plans, estimate of cost, or boundaries of the special assessment district. 

9. Any and all resolutions in conflict with this Resolution are hereby repealed, but 

only to the extent necessary to give this Resolution full force and effect.   

 

ADOPTED: 

  YEAS:   

  NAYS:  

 



STATE OF MICHIGAN  ) 
         
COUNTY OF BERRIEN ) 
 

 I, the undersigned, the duly qualified and acting Township Clerk of Niles Charter 
Township, Berrien County, Michigan, DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true and 
complete copy of certain proceedings taken by the Township Board of said Township at a 
regular meeting held on the 3rd day of September, 2024.  

 

       __________________________________ 
       Daniel C. Pulaski, Jr., Clerk 

 



 

EXHIBIT A 

 

NILES CHARTER TOWNSHIP 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

SPECIAL ASSESSMENT DISTRICT FOR EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES 
THROUGH SOUTHWESTERN MICHIGAN COMMUNITY AMBULANCE SERVICE, 

DISTRICT NO. 1 
 

 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Township Board of Niles Charter Township, 
Berrien County, Michigan, has determined to proceed with creating a special assessment district 
to defray, in whole or part, the Township’s share of the cost of maintaining and operating the 
Southwestern Michigan Community Ambulance Service.   

 The Township Board has tentatively determined that all or part of the Township’s share 
of such cost shall be specially assessed against all residential units, commercial parcels, 
industrial parcels, and agricultural parcels within the Township, unless such lands and premises 
are exempt by law from paying special assessments. "Residential unit" includes each unit in 
multiple family dwellings, apartments, condominiums and townhouses, and includes each pad in 
a mobile home or manufactured housing community. 
 
 TAKE NOTICE that the Township Board will hold a public hearing at a regular meeting 
of the Township Board on September 16, 2024, at 6:00 p.m., at the Township Hall, 320 Bell 
Road, Niles, MI, to hear and consider any objections to the proposed special assessment, the 
district and all other matters relating to the Special Assessment District for Emergency Medical 
Services through Southwestern Michigan Community Ambulance Service.   

 TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that property shall not be added to the proposed special 
assessment district without further notice and public hearing. 

 

This Notice was authorized by the Township Board of Niles Charter Township 

 

 
Dated: September 3, 2024    ______________________________ 

Daniel C. Pulaski, Jr., Clerk 

 


	09-03-24 Agenda
	NILES CHARTER TOWNSHIP
	BUILDING DEPARTMENT
	DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS
	CODE ENFORCEMENT
	FIRE DEPARTMENT
	POLICE SERVICES
	ASSESSOR
	NILES CHARTER TOWNSHIP WEB SITE


	GENERAL OFFICES / PARK DEPT.

	Expenditures and Transfers 09-03-24
	08-19-24 bd minutes
	Resolution 24-14 SMCAS S.A.D. 1st Action

