
 

  Recreational Authority of Roseville & Eastpointe Board 

Meeting Agenda 
 Conference Room – Recreation Authority Center 

18185 Sycamore, Roseville, MI  48066 
4:00 pm – December 11, 2019 

 
 

New Board member John Walters to be sworn in prior to the meeting. 
       

A. Roll Call 
 
B. 1. Approval of Minutes for Regular meeting on November 13, 2019 
 2. Approval of Minutes for Special meeting on November 14, 2019 
  
C. Approval of Disbursements and Budget Report. 
 1.  Disbursement #5 
 2.  Revenue/Expense Report  
 
D. Hearing of the Public – agenda items only 
 

 E. Communications 
 

 F. Old Business 
  

 G.       New Business 
 
 1. Request approval of Auditor’s Report presented by Plante-Moran, Inc. 

  
2. Request from Nancy Christ, Disaster Cycle Services, American Red Cross, to 
    utilize the Recreation Authority Center as an Emergency Shelter. 

 
3.  Election of Chairperson to the Board to complete the term vacated by the  
     resignation of Mr. Adkins. 
 

H.  Hearing of the Public. 
 

 I. Discussion by Director  
 

 J. Discussion by Board members 
 

 K. Adjournment 
 

 
 
 
 



 
Recreational Authority of Roseville & Eastpointe Board Meeting Minutes 

Conference Room - Recreation Authority Center 
18185 Sycamore, Roseville, MI 48066 

4:00 pm – November 13, 2019 
 

 

Meeting called to order 4:04 p.m. 
 

A. Roll Call 
a. Mr. Frontera, Mr. Hogan, and Mr. Merucci are present.  Mr. Switalski and Mr. Adkins are absent. 

B. Approval of Minutes for meeting on October 9, 2019 
a. Motion to approve the October meeting minutes was made by Mr. Merucci and supported by Mr. Hogan.  All 

approved, none opposed.  Motion passed. 
C. Approval of Disbursements and Budget Report 

a. Disbursement #4 
i. Motion to approve disbursement #4 was made by Mr. Merucci, supported by Mr. Hogan.  All approved, 

none opposed. Motion passed. 
b. Revenue/Expense Report 

i. Motion to approve the revenue/expense report was made by Mr. Merucci, supported by Mr. Hogan.   
Mr. Merucci questioned an account amount and if it was from the Fitness Court; Mr. Walters responded 
that it is from the Fitness Court.  Mr. Lipinski responded that it was due to the installation costs being higher 
than expected.  All approved, none opposed.  Motion passed. 

D. Hearing of the Public – agenda items only  
a. None at this time 

E. Communications 
a. Mr. Lipinski received a few emails regarding the Big Bird Run indicating that they enjoyed the event. 

F. Old Business   
a. No old business 

G. New Business 
a. Award presentation to the Hurlbert family, winners of the “2019 Halloween Lights Contest”. 

i. Mr. Lipinski, Ms. Sara Frederick and Mr. Frontera presented the Hurlbert family with the 2019 award.  There 
was a total of 15 houses nominated between Roseville and Eastpointe. 

b. Report from Andy Sowinski to discuss repairs made on building issues 
i. Mr. Sowinski stated that a number of corrections have been done by either warranty work, new items or 

corrections.  The only items left are VAV boxes in Rooms 1, 2, and 3, and the Main Conference Room.  The 
Main Conference Room has had component replacements with the exception of redoing duct work.  A 
motion to have Mr. Sowinski to pursue getting reimbursed from the general contractor for the corrected 
work was made by Mr. Merucci, supported by Mr. Hogan.  All approved, none opposed.  Motion passed. 

c. Plante-Moran audit presentation 
i. Mr. Ali Hijazi, Senior Manager, Nikki Acho, Manager, and Kim Diack, In-Charge, presented the Recreational 

Authority audit from Plante Moran.  The reports are just a draft and can be modified with a final due date 
of December 31st.  An emphasis of matter found this year is the SMART vehicles and was adjusted as an 
asset.  Being this is a draft; a formal motion and approval will be at the next meeting.  

H. Hearing of the Public 
a. None at this time 

I. Discussion by Director 
a. Mr. Lipinski stated there has been some issues with a few of the treadmills in the Fitness Room, they have been 

repaired.  The Spooktacular Trick or Treat Trail moved inside due to weather.  Mr. Lipinski sat in a meeting 
regarding Goetz Park improvements and a meeting/walk through at Marsack Gravel Pit in regards to turning that 
into a local or regional park.  The Pumpkin Rolldown on November 1st went well and would like to thank the 
Roseville Optimist Club for providing the cider and doughnuts for the event.  November 10th was the 41st Annual 



Big Bird Run, there were just over 400 runners registered.  Contacted by Councilman DeMonaco in regards to 
changing the date of the Eastpointe Tree Lighting, that date has been changed to Monday, December 2nd at 7:00 
p.m.  Roseville’s Tree Lighting will be held on Thursday, December 5th at 6:30 p.m.  December 12th is the Senior 
Holiday Party at Eastpointe Manor.  Reminder that the Goal Setting meeting is tomorrow, November 14th, from 
10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.  Mr. Lipinski would like to congratulate Mayor Pixley on her success as Mayor the past 12 
years and congratulate new Mayor Owens on her appointment.  

J. Discussion by Board Members 
a. Mr. Merucci – Voiced concern on the quality of and information from the Master Plan.  Requested a copy of the 

Master Plan to have for Eastpointe City Council by Monday, November 18th.  
b. Mr. Hogan – Nothing at this time. 
c. Mr. Frontera – Nothing at this time. 

 
Meeting adjourned – 5:01 p.m. 



 
Recreational Authority of Roseville & Eastpointe Board Meeting Minutes 

Room 2 & 3 - Recreation Authority Center 
18185 Sycamore, Roseville, MI 48066 

10:00 am – November 14, 2019 
 

 

Meeting called to order 10:09am 
 

A. Roll Call 
a.  Mr. Hogan, Mr. Merucci, Mr. Switalski are present. Mr. Frontera and Mr. Adkins are absent. 

Also present from the Recreation Authority staff are: Sara Frederick, Mary Grant, Amanda Hughes, Kim Steele, 
Adam Just, Alyssa McKechnie,  

 
B. Update from Chris Nordstrom, Carlisle-Wortman, on the Joint Recreation Master Plan for the City of Eastpointe, 

City of Roseville and the Recreational Authority Roseville & Eastpointe. 
a.  Mr. Nordstrom provided an update on the status of the Recreation Master Plan 
 

C. Review and discuss Goals & Objective for the Recreational Authority of Roseville & Eastpointe, moderated by 
Chris Nordstrom of Carlisle-Wortman, Inc. 
a. Goals and Objectives were discussed with the Board members and staff of the Recreational Authority. A number 

of goals were discussed and will be placed into the Master Plan. 
 

D. Hearing of the Public 
a. None at this time 

 
E. Discussion by Director  

a. None at this time 
 

F. Discussion By Board Members 
a. Mr. Merucci –  Requested a copy of the Master Plan to have for Eastpointe City Council by no later than 

Wednesday, November 20th.  
b. Mr. Hogan – Nothing at this time. 
c. Mr. Switalski – Felt this was a good discussion. 

 
G.    Adjournment 
         a. Motion by Mr. Merucci; seconded by Mr. Switalski to adjourn. Passed.  
 
Meeting adjourned – 1:47 p.m. 

















12/05/2019                             REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE REPORT FOR RARE                               
                                                     PERIOD ENDING 11/30/2019                                                     
                                                  % Fiscal Year Completed: 41.80                                                   

2019‐20 YTD BALANCE ACTIVITY FOR
ORIGINAL 2019‐20 11/30/2019 MONTH 11/30/19 ENCUMBERED UNENCUMBERED % BDGT

GL NUMBER DESCRIPTION BUDGET AMENDED BUDGET NORM (ABNORM) INCR (DECR) YEAR‐TO‐DATE BALANCE USED

Fund 208 ‐ PARK/RECREATION FUND

Revenues
208‐101‐402.000 CURRENT PROPERTY TAXES 1,418,198.00 1,418,198.00 1,187.53 10.64 0.00 1,417,010.47 0.08%
208‐101‐614.000 VENDING REVENUE 1,000.00 1,000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1,000.00 0.00%
208‐101‐652.000 RECREATION USE AND ADMISSION FEE 450,000.00 450,000.00 122,309.15 28,252.50 0.00 327,690.85 27.18%
208‐101‐653.000 SMART‐OPERATING CREDITS 193,712.00 193,712.00 (2,661.51) A (84,845.89) 0.00 196,373.51 ‐1.37%
208‐101‐654.000 SMART‐ FAREBOX REVENUE 214,973.06 214,973.06 3,493.60 554.00 0.00 211,479.46 1.63%
208‐101‐664.000 INTEREST AND DIVIDENDS 2,287.00 2,287.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 2,287.00 0.00%
208‐101‐674.000 CONTRIBUTIONS AND DONATIONS 1,000.00 1,000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1,000.00 0.00%
TOTAL REVENUES 2,281,170.06 2,281,170.06 124,328.77 (56,028.75) 0.00 2,156,841.29 5.45%

Expenditures
208‐101‐706.000 WAGES‐ PERMANENT EMPLOYEES 345,309.74 345,309.74 143,190.87 28,114.10 0.00 202,118.87 41.47%
208‐101‐707.000 WAGES‐ TEMPORARY EMPLOYEES 353,182.00 353,182.00 154,416.19 17,593.71 0.00 198,765.81 43.72%
208‐101‐709.000 WAGES‐ OVERTIME 1,000.00 1,000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1,000.00 0.00%
208‐101‐715.000 FICA‐EMPLOYER'S 53,512.00 53,512.00 22,394.70 3,445.62 0.00 31,117.30 41.85%
208‐101‐718.000 RETIREMENT FUND CONTRIBUTION 54,676.00 54,676.00 19,509.23 3,419.02 0.00 35,166.77 35.68%
208‐101‐719.000 HEALTH, LIFE, DENTAL 229,617.00 229,617.00 59.80 D (50,359.07) 0.00 229,557.20 0.03%
208‐101‐725.000 UNEMPLOYMENT & WORKERS COMPE 6,754.34 6,754.34 8,211.28 B 7,611.00 0.00 (1,456.94) 121.57%
208‐101‐728.000 OFFICE SUPPLIES 6,180.00 6,180.00 172.77 0.00 1,351.45 4,655.78 2.80%
208‐101‐730.000 POSTAGE 16,928.00 16,928.00 6,045.00 D (277.80) 0.00 10,883.00 35.71%
208‐101‐740.000 SUPPLIES 46,350.00 46,350.00 5,625.05 D (2,182.56) 6,182.40 34,542.55 12.14%
208‐101‐740.004 PLAYGROUND AND ATHLETIC SUPPLIES 55,620.00 55,620.00 14,289.80 D (4,012.05) 27,919.92 13,410.28 25.69%
208‐101‐751.000 FUEL 5,150.00 5,150.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 5,150.00 0.00%
208‐101‐801.000 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 54,500.00 54,500.00 45,685.16 C 25,487.64 0.00 8,814.84 83.83%
208‐101‐818.000 CONTRACTUAL SERVICES 85,000.00 85,000.00 25,406.63 3,583.98 0.00 59,593.37 29.89%
208‐101‐826.000 LEGAL FEES 206.00 206.00 0.00 D (132.00) 0.00 206.00 0.00%
208‐101‐850.000 COMMUNICATIONS 14,935.00 14,935.00 792.00 B (6,806.83) 0.00 14,143.00 5.30%
208‐101‐861.000 AUTO EXPENSE ALLOWANCE 250.00 250.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 250.00 0.00%
208‐101‐864.000 CONFERENCE & WORKSHOPS 3,000.00 3,000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 3,000.00 0.00%
208‐101‐880.000 COMMUNITY PROMOTION 20,085.00 20,085.00 12,326.01 2,448.21 0.00 7,758.99 61.37%
208‐101‐900.000 PRINTING & PUBLICATIONS 17,000.00 17,000.00 7,851.00 330.00 0.00 9,149.00 46.18%



12/05/2019                             REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE REPORT FOR RARE                               
                                                     PERIOD ENDING 11/30/2019                                                     
                                                  % Fiscal Year Completed: 41.80                                                   

2019‐20 YTD BALANCE ACTIVITY FOR
ORIGINAL 2019‐20 11/30/2019 MONTH 11/30/19 ENCUMBERED UNENCUMBERED % BDGT

GL NUMBER DESCRIPTION BUDGET AMENDED BUDGET NORM (ABNORM) INCR (DECR) YEAR‐TO‐DATE BALANCE USED
208‐101‐901.000 BANK FEES 6,720.00 6,720.00 1,725.53 D (1,952.56) 0.00 4,994.47 25.68%
208‐101‐910.000 INSURANCE AND BONDS 35,000.00 35,000.00 33,149.00 E 0.00 0.00 1,851.00 94.71%
208‐101‐920.000 UTILITIES 35,000.00 35,000.00 1,713.48 D (70.29) 0.00 33,286.52 4.90%
208‐101‐931.000 BUILDING MAINTENANCE 51,000.00 51,000.00 19,431.38 D (116.32) 0.00 31,568.62 38.10%
208‐101‐933.000 OFFICE EQUIPMENT MAINTENANCE 8,240.00 8,240.00 3,163.02 1,337.84 0.00 5,076.98 38.39%
208‐101‐939.000 VEHICLE MAINTENANCE 7,000.00 7,000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 7,000.00 0.00%
208‐101‐940.000 RENTALS 2,000.00 2,000.00 170.00 0.00 0.00 1,830.00 8.50%
208‐101‐958.000 MEMBERSHIPS AND DUES 2,000.00 2,000.00 1,199.23 827.08 0.00 800.77 59.96%
208‐101‐960.000 EDUCATION AND TRAINING 2,500.00 2,500.00 67.78 0.00 0.00 4,757.22 2.71%
208‐101‐961.000 CERTIFICATIONS & LICENSES 500.00 500.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 500.00 0.00%
408‐101‐976.000 BUILDING ADDITON & IMPROVEMENT 10,000.00 10,000.00 33,935.00 F 0.00 11,875.59 (23,935.00) 339.35%
408‐101‐982.000 MACHINERY 25,400.00 25,400.00 0.00 0.00 462.02 25,400.00 0.00%
408‐101‐983.000 OFFICE EQUIPMENT 4,000.00 4,000.00 0.00 0.00 710.00 4,000.00 0.00%
408‐101‐984.000 FURNITURE 8,000.00 8,000.00 0.00 0.00 7,749.50 8,000.00 0.00%
208‐101‐991.000 PRINCIPAL PAYMENTS 375,719.00 375,719.00 154,149.05 31,201.62 0.00 221,569.95 41.03%
208‐101‐993.000 LAND USE FEE 120,000.00 120,000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 120,000.00 0.00%
208‐101‐993.001 VENDING EXPENSE 600.00 600.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 600.00 0.00%
208‐101‐995.000 INTEREST PAYMENTS 9,149.00 9,149.00 6,571.25 942.44 0.00 2,577.75 71.82%
208‐101‐996.027 ADMINISTRATION COSTS 61,200.00 61,200.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 61,200.00 0.00%
208‐101‐999.000 TRANSFERS OUT 25,000.00 25,000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 25,000.00 0.00%
Total Expenditures Dept 101 ‐ GENERAL DEPARTMENT 2,158,283.08 2,158,283.08 721,250.21 60,432.78 56,250.88 1,403,904.10 33.42%

208‐691‐707.000 WAGES‐ TEMPORARY EMPLOYEES 126,220.00 126,220.00 45,825.94 9,209.26 0.00 80,394.06 36.31%
208‐691‐715.000 FICA‐EMPLOYER'S 9,656.00 9,656.00 3,479.83 704.51 0.00 6,176.17 36.04%
208‐691‐725.000 UNEMPLOYMENT & WORKERS COMPE 1,218.86 1,218.86 0.00 B 0.00 0.00 1,218.86 0.00%
208‐691‐740.000 SUPPLIES 750.00 750.00 164.79 D (4.00) 0.00 585.21 21.97%
208‐691‐751.000 FUEL 10,300.00 10,300.00 (1,890.16) G (5,067.84) 0.00 12,190.16 ‐18.35%
208‐691‐801.000 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 5,000.00 5,000.00 196.00 D (4,176.75) 0.00 4,804.00 3.92%
208‐691‐818.000 CONTRACTUAL SERVICES 5,150.00 5,150.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 5,150.00 0.00%
208‐691‐850.000 COMMUNICATIONS 4,635.00 4,635.00 2,148.92 32.36 0.00 2,486.08 46.36%
208‐691‐880.000 COMMUNITY PROMOTION 5,000.00 5,000.00 177.82 0.00 0.00 4,822.18 3.56%
208‐691‐910.000 INSURANCE AND BONDS 2,671.00 2,671.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 2,671.00 0.00%
208‐691‐939.000 VEHICLE MAINTENANCE 3,713.00 3,713.00 548.06 D (295.45) 0.00 3,164.94 14.76%
208‐691‐983.000 OFFICE EQUIPMENT 215,000.00 215,000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 215,000.00 0.00%



12/05/2019                             REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE REPORT FOR RARE                               
                                                     PERIOD ENDING 11/30/2019                                                     
                                                  % Fiscal Year Completed: 41.80                                                   

2019‐20 YTD BALANCE ACTIVITY FOR
ORIGINAL 2019‐20 11/30/2019 MONTH 11/30/19 ENCUMBERED UNENCUMBERED % BDGT

GL NUMBER DESCRIPTION BUDGET AMENDED BUDGET NORM (ABNORM) INCR (DECR) YEAR‐TO‐DATE BALANCE USED
208‐691‐996.027 ADMINISTRATION COSTS 19,371.20 19,371.20 0.00 0.00 0.00 19,371.20 0.00%
Total Expenditures Dept 691‐SMART 408,685.06 408,685.06 50,651.20 402.09 0.00 358,033.86 12.39%

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 2,566,968.14 2,566,968.14 771,901.41 60,834.87 56,250.88 1,761,937.96 30.07%

Fund 208 ‐ PARK/RECREATION FUND:
TOTAL REVENUES 2,281,170.06 2,281,170.06 124,328.77 (56,028.75) 0.00 2,156,841.29
TOTAL EXPENDITURES 2,566,968.14 2,566,968.14 771,901.41 60,834.87 56,250.88 1,761,937.96
NET OF REVENUES & EXPENDITURES (285,798.08) (285,798.08) (647,572.64) (116,863.62) (56,250.88) 394,903.33

A Please note the large negative amount recorded during the month of November.  This represents the reversal of accrued revenue that was posted at June 30, 2019.  The Authority 
awaiting payment from smart for January through June 2019 operating credits.  The year‐to‐date negative balance represents an over accrual at June 30, 2019.

B Workers Comp premium is paid annually and no more expense is expected for the year.  Amount is over budget, however a portion will need to be applied to SMART.  A small budg
adjustment may be required.

C Large nonrecurring expenses were recorded during the month of Novemebr, $12,700 to Plante Moran for the annual audit as well as $7,315 to Carlisle Wortman for the Recreation
Master Plan.

D Please note the negative amount recorded during November 2019.  This represents the reversal of the accrued expense that was posted at June 30, 2019.  The year‐to‐date balance
represents expenses paid for the months July 2019 through November 2019.

E The annual insurance payment to the MML was paid in September.  This covers the full year and no other expenses are expected in this account for the fiscal year.
The Authority has received a rebate check from the MML in the amount of $3,314.  Annual costs are expected to be under budget.

F The Authority budgeted $10,000 in FY19 and $10,000 in FY20 for the installation of a fitness court at Huron Park.  No costs were incurred in FY19.  The National Fitness Court
indicated that costs exceeded what was initially quoted.  The additional $14,000 invoice was paid by the Authority.

G The negative current month amount and the negative year‐to‐date amount are due to a reversal of an accrual at June 30, 2019.  Part of that accrual represents fuel costs that relate
to FY18 that were not paid as of June 30, 2019, therefore creating a negative current year‐to‐date balance.























 

 

 
 OATH OF OFFICE 
 
 
 
STATE OF MICHIGAN    ) 
COUNTY OF MACOMB   )  SS 
CITY OF ROSEVILLE & EASTPOINTE ) 
 
 
I DO SOLEMNLY SWEAR that I will support the Constitution of the 

United States, the Constitution of the State of Michigan and the Articles 

of Incorporation for the Recreational Authority of Roseville and 

Eastpointe; and to endeavor to secure and maintain an honest and 

efficient administration of the affairs of the Recreational Authority, free 

from partisan distinction or control, and to perform the duties of a 

Member of the Recreational Authority of Roseville and Eastpointe 

according to the best of my ability. 

 

 

_________________________ 
John Walters 

  
 
Subscribed and sworn to before me 
This 11th day of December, 2019. 
 
                                                      
_______________________________ 
Richard Steenland, City Clerk 
City of Roseville 
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Registration  -  November 17 - Plymouth     
https://usainmotion.events/races/KONA/hotchocMob/signup.php 

MICHIGAN RUNNER NEWS & VIEWS - 
November 15, 2019 - Volume 20 No. 20 

Publisher / Editor:                Art McCafferty 
Associate Publisher / Editor: Jennie McCafferty 

News and Views 

__/  41st Annual - Roseville’s Big Bird 10K, 4K and 1 Mile Runs 

__/  Soaring With The Big Bird Run, by Bill Kalmar 
__/  Close to Perfect Weather for Big Bird Run, by Ron Marinucci 

__/  Happy November, the Start of the “Eating Season”, by Nancy Clark 

__/  4 Star and 4 Miles 
__/  MHSAA LP Cross Country Finals  

__/  Michigan Runner of the Year Update 
__/  Best of Minzey’s Musings  

__/  Upcoming Shows 
__/  Carter Sherline Photos - Big Ten Cross Country Championships, Nov. 3, 2019 
  

News and Views 

https://usainmotion.events/races/KONA/hotchocMob/signup.php


41st Annual – Roseville/Eastpointe’s Big Bird 
10K, 4K and 1 Mile Runs 

 

Photos by Carter Sherline / Frog Prince Studios   

 

For the past 41 years, the Roseville Big Bird Run has been a harbinger of the 

Thanksgiving season. Obviously, its longevity has given the race a rich history and 
thousands of memories.  It also benefits from a classic urban course, with a lengthy 
enclosed metal bridge spanning I-96.   Runners experience the bridge twice at the 

two and five mile mark, with the bridge giving runners a bit of a thrill and it has a 
tendency to bounce and sway when you run through it. 

Tony Lipinski, who has helmed this race for decades, noted that this race pretty 

much had this date to themselves for many years, until lately. He indicated that 
more races has caused the race numbers to dwindle, although they were up this 

year. 

We have a variety of shows for our viewers as noted below.  Also, this same 
address, will open up to reveal a hundred or more shows of the race since we 
started to video tape them back in 2003. Yes, frequent runners can get younger as 

they go back in time as do the people who take the video. 

Big Bird 4K Run 
    https://youtu.be/kboUHt8jhlk 

Big Bird 10K Run 
    https://youtu.be/NpmgaRq-sFg 

Big Bird One Mile Run 
    https://youtu.be/HzjLzirSpAY 
Race Winner Interviews - Tim Martin - 4K 

    John Worthington &  Clint Verran 10K 

https://youtu.be/kboUHt8jhlk
https://youtu.be/NpmgaRq-sFg
https://youtu.be/HzjLzirSpAY


    https://youtu.be/DfKJDwJnsF4 
The Roseville High School Band   

    https://youtu.be/hDE5A6rIC50 
Captain America a.k.a. Kevin Sherwood 

    https://youtu.be/n7Ja56i5cSY 
Kevin Hanson - Sponsor and Fan of Big Bird 
    https://youtu.be/nH3Thusd6lY 

Tony Lipinski - Roseville-Eastpointe Recreational Authority 
    https://youtu.be/HZasDzO4Vcg 

Harrison Hensley - Run Thru Hell RD 
    https://youtu.be/1T22T1_Wal4 
Video Gallery http://glsp.com/bigbird/ 

 

http://glsp.com/bigbird/  

https://youtu.be/DfKJDwJnsF4
https://youtu.be/hDE5A6rIC50
https://youtu.be/n7Ja56i5cSY
https://youtu.be/nH3Thusd6lY
https://youtu.be/HZasDzO4Vcg
https://youtu.be/1T22T1_Wal4
http://glsp.com/bigbird/
http://glsp.com/bigbird/


 

Soaring With The Big Bird Run, by Bill Kalmar 

 

Bill Kalmar 

The 41st Roseville Big Bird Run was another success on Sunday November 
10.  Registrations were up over last year and the race continues to attract runners 
from all over Michigan including Canada.  In fact, in deference to our Northern 

neighbors, the Canadian National Anthem is played every year by the Roseville High 
School Band before the races.  The United States Star Spangled Banner is then next 
and with both anthems being played so magnificently it is always a wonderful 

moment! 
 

The Big Bird consists of a one mile, a 4K and a 10K race.  This event has become a 
classic over the years under the leadership of Tony Lipinski and his talented team of 
workers and volunteers.  The shirts are always colorful and are so popular that the 

previous year’s shirts are always on sale at the registration table.  Some shirts are 
from multiple years ago but always seem to find an anxious buyer.  

 
Runners who compete in numerous races over the years know that most events 
have a special feature that differentiates that race from others.  The Free Press 

Marathon boasts the underwater mile as runners traverse the tunnel and of course 
the run over the Ambassador Bridge.  The Ten Mile Crim has the famous Bradley 

Hills and the Grosse Pointe 10K Fun Run has runners enjoy the beauty of Lake 
Shore Drive and the tranquil waters of Lake St. Clare. 
 

Not to be outdone, the Big Bird Run has participants ramble twice over the I-696 
pedestrian walkway.  The view from the top of cars passing underneath and the 

subtle movement of the bridge as runners trudge across is always a treat.  
The Big Bird always has a vast array of recognition prizes which go three deep in 



each age category.  This year the 4K race raised the “55 and over” age group to 
“65 and over”.  As a 76 year old myself, I thought this would allow me to garner a 

prize but alas I came in 11th and was beat by some youngsters in their sixties! 
Maybe they should be urine tested!  Just kidding of course! On the other hand, I 

think I wore the best turkey “big bird” drumsticks! (below) Incidentally, had I run 
the 10K, I could have finished third or better in the “75 and over” age group 
because there were only two finishers in that age group.  Oh well, something to 

ponder for next year.  
 

One of the really neat features of the Big Bird is that each runner deposits a 
drawing tag in a barrel before the races begin and upon returning from the races 
there are numerous prizes that are given to the runners courtesy of long time 

sponsors Petitpren Distributors and Hanson’s Running Shops.  There are lots of 
frozen turkeys courtesy of Christian Financial Credit Union (we have won several 

over the years) and this year there was a TV!  Other prizes include jackets and hats 
all embossed with the Big Bird logo.  
 

So as you put your running plans together for 2020 make sure you include the 
Roseville Big Bird on your schedule.  As a reminder, as you are driving the I-696 

expressway you will see the pedestrian walkway near the Gratiot exit and that will 
be a way of contemplating your running across it next November 8, 2020.  So see 

you there! 

Close to Perfect Weather for Big Bird Run, by Ron 

Marinucci 

 

Race director 

Tony Lipinski  

Roseville (November 10)—Race director Tony Lipinski joked two days after the 41st 
annual Big Bird runs, “I asked Mother Nature to wait a day!”  She did and the 
almost 400 participants at this festive race were glad of that.  Twenty-four hours 

after the Big Bird, much of southeast Michigan was buried in six inches to a foot of 
early season snow. 
 

    But race day was close to perfect, at least according to most of the 
runners.  Temperatures were in the low 40s at race start and climbed a few degrees 

by the finish.  Several times the sun tried to compete with the clouds, but mostly 



lost out.  Runners didn’t seem to mind the overcast morning.  There was a slight, if 
steady, wind coming out of the west.  A few runners mentioned it, but most didn’t 

think it had much effect. 
 

    Over the four decades of Big Bird history, the course has remained pretty much 
the same, with only slight changes.  It is flat and fast, the only “hills,” as Lipinski 
called them at the starting line, were the climbs of the pedestrian overpass across 

I-696, out and back. 
 

    Many of the runners used the Big Bird to launch into the holiday season.  It’s 
always festive, with the Roseville High School band, the Roseville/Eastpointe 
recreation gym full of chatting runners and walkers, and the raffle of a couple of 

dozen turkeys, “big birds,” compliments of Christian Financial Credit Union.  Swag 
bags included a bright blue long-sleeved tee shirt, the annual running gloves 

courtesy of Hanson’s Running, and a mini-flashlight. 
 
    Sara Gerhardt used her 40:29 to finish first among the 10K women.  It was her 

initial win at the Big Bird, “although I was second a few times.”  Although “a bit 
disappointed at my time,” she was very happy about her victory and the turkey it 

brought.  Finishing three minutes ahead of the second place woman, Renee 
Cholyway, “There were no women to push me,” she later said.  “I ran with Rick 

Straughen and a small group of other friends.”  Gerhardt also remarked, “It was a 
little breezy out there.  I noticed it.” 
 

    John Worthington won the overall 10K race in his fourth Big Bird.  “It’s always a 
good course” and he found “perfect conditions this year.”  His 34:29 didn’t see him 

pull away for the victory; he had to work to the end for it.  “Second place pushed 
me,” he complimented with a smile.  “He was on me the whole time.  I couldn’t get 
him off me.”  “Second place” was former United States World Marathon Team 

member Clint Verran.  Verran was only two ticks behind in claiming the masters 
crown.  Both enjoyed winning their turkeys. 

 
    Rebecca Hendren coaches cross country at Regina High School in Warren.  This 
was not her first Big Bird!  “I ran the Big Bird in the snow storm in ’84,” she 

recalled with a laugh.  “I love it.  It’s always so well run.”  Her son, David (27 years 
old), also ran it and he is a long-time racer here.  Mom revealed, “He ran the one 

mile when he was a year and a half.”  That was in 1993! 
 
    Hendren also had other ties to this year’s race.  She coaches the Girls Running 

Club sponsored by the Roseville/Eastpoint Recreation Authority.  Lipinski noted, 
“Alyssa McKechnie from our office approached me with the idea of a girls running 

club.  I asked her to contact Rebecca to get it started.  They’ve both done a very 
good job with the program.  It’s one we’ll continue.” 
 

    Two of the Girls Running Club members did well in the 4K, getting to the awards 
stand.  Saniya Thurman (age 7) started with the program “eight weeks ago.”  Her 

first Big Bird, she finished second in her age group and was “excited” to have her 
winner’s medal hanging around her neck.  Teammate Tiffany Olinger (11) had a 



third place age-group finish also in her first Big Bird.  She noted that, for practices, 
the team runs “around the Roseville Recreation property.”  That she also won a 

raffled turkey brought an even bigger smile to her face. 
 

    There were some more seasoned runners, too.  David Rau thought it was “a 
great day to run.”  He counted “fifteen or sixteen Big Birds” to his credit, “maybe 
twenty.”  The 73-year old “started [here] in my 40s.”  His age-group win (52:23) 

capped off a good year of running for him.  Earlier in the summer, Rau qualified for 
and ran four events in the National Senior Games in Albuquerque, New Mexico--the 

400, 1500, 5K, and 10K, winning one ribbon.  A bonus was having his two 
daughters, one from Kentucky and the other from Arizona, join him there. 
 

    Finishing the mile were Solomon Warner (80) and Donald Clark (93).  Eighty-
three year old Pat Brege was the senior woman.  Norm Killop (81) and Marvin 

Stevenson (84) returned to finish the 10K. 
 
    Harrison Hensley (87) ran the 4K.  When asked how many Big Birds he has run, 

he paused before replying, “I can’t tell, a ton of them.  I’ve been coming here a 
long time.”  He noted the day before he ran the Salute to Veterans 5K in 

Milan.  That was his “86th 5K of the year,” he noted.  “I try to get in 100 a 
year.”  Last year he finished 113 of them, acknowledging that he enjoys the “social” 

nature of racing. 

 

Ella Willis (left) and Jacqueline Boyle accept 4K awards. Photo by 
Carter Sherline / Frog Prince Studios. 



    Another recognized face at the Big Bird was Ella Willis.  Long-time area runners 
will recall Willis is a four-time Detroit Free Press Marathon winner.  This year she 

ran the Free Press Half Marathon.  At the Big Bird, Lipinski noted, “She set the 
women’s course record in 1983 with a time of 35:20.”  He added, “In 1993, she set 

the 35-39 age-group record at 36:29.  So, ten years later she was only one minute 
slower!”  The past “five years or so” she said she’s run the 4K here.  This morning, 
the 62-year old won her age-group with an 18:05, good for 15th overall.  Asked 

about coming to next year’s Big Bird, she enthusiastically responded with, “Oh 
yes!  Definitely!” 

 
    One runner who was missed was Darrell McKee.  He had run each of the 
previous forty Big Birds.  But he recently had a hernia surgery that kept him out of 

this year’s race.  His absence was noted by more than a few. 
 

    As I arrived, I took it as a good sign that I had to park on the back soccer fields 
for the first time in several years.  Granted there were only eleven or twelve cars 
parked there, but when I mentioned the soccer field parking to Lipinski, he grinned, 

“That’s a good thing.”  Yes it was, as numbers for all three events were up by about 
fifty over the last couple of years. 

 
    I don’t race much anymore, only entering a few races a year.  But one I always 

put on my race calendar is the Roseville Big Bird.  I’ve run it every year since 1988 
and I am looking forward to the 42nd annual Big Bird in 2020. 
 



  

Recreational Authority of Roseville and Eastpointe Board Members 
 
Meetings:   The Recreation Authority Board meets monthly on the second Wednesday each month at 3:30pm at  
                   the Roseville City Hall, Manager’s Conference Room. 
 
Members:   Two members appointed by Eastpointe City Council; Two members appointed by Roseville City Council; 
                    One at-large member appointed by the four board members. 
 
Terms:        Recreation Authority Board members are appointed to 3 year terms.   
 
 

NAME            Term Ending      

Scott Adkins, Chairperson -    Roseville Council Appointee     January 1, 2021 

 

Dan Hogan -         Eastpointe Council Appointee    January 1, 2019 

    

Joseph Merucci -        Eastpointe Council Appointee              January 1, 2020 

 

Michael Switalski -         Roseville Council Appointee    January 1, 2020 

 

Charles Frontera, Vice Chair – RARE Board Appointee      January 1, 2021 
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