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Message from Chief John Orzech

Greeting Friends !   

“The value of things is not the time they last, but the intensity with which they occur. That is why there are unforgettable 

moments and unique people.” Fernando Pessoa  

With a sense of some anxiety, it has come time for me to write the ending of this chapter of my life. I have been blessed 

beyond measure to serve the citizens of Sandusky with some of the finest law enforcement men and women for over 22 years. 
Former, retired, and current officers having served or still serving with the agency have all impacted my life in a positive way.  

In April of 2013, I was selected to be the Chief of Police to lead our department. Since that day, I have worked tirelessly 

alongside each member of the department, to bring forth a commitment to achieve PPAR (Pride, Professionalism, 

Accountability, and Respect). There have been many great days, some challenging ones but as I depart as the Chief, I know 

that each of the officers and I care deeply in honoring the motto, “To Serve and Protect”.  

As I try to put words and context to the ending chapter, I don’t know how I can express my true feelings of humility and 

gratitude for each person that I have met along this journey. Many of you have supported the department and I with kind 

words, prayers, and lasting memories that I will cherish for the rest of my life. You have been a source of inspiration during 

my most challenging days.  

However, “Today is the start of a new adventure, new challenges to face, new memories to make, and new obstacles to 
overcome.” Nishan Panwar 

So…..I will be departing as the Chief of Police at some point in 2020 and have accepted an offer by the City Manager, Eric 

Wobser, to begin anew within the organization.  I will become the Assistant City Manager for the City of Sandusky, 

transitioning to that role in early 2020. I will remain as Police Chief, until your new Chief is selected and named. A search 

committee will be formed and begin the process in early 2020. I am looking forward to working with Mr. Wobser, police, fire 

and city staff in this new role and take on the duties and responsibilities that he assigns to me; new challenges and experiences 
that come along the way.  

I will still be around, if and when you need me, just in a different capacity.   

“At the end of life, what really matters is not what we bought but what we built; not what we got but what we shared; not our 
competence but our character; and not our success, but our significance.” Unknown  

 

Thanks to each of you for your continued support of the Sandusky Police Department…stay safe! 

Respectfully,                                                            

John Orzech 

Chief of Police 
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SPD General Information

 

2019 - Department Information     

Full Time Officers 48   

Part Time/Reserve Officers 4   

Full Time Support Staff (Administration and Records) 2   

Total 54   

    

Budget Information    

Patrol Division $4,284,078.00    

Support Division (Administration, Records and Dispatch) $343,128.00    

Part time & Reserve Division $108,385.00   

Total $4,735,591.00   

    

Money Received    
Bullet Proof Vest Grant (Workman’s Comp) $17,822.47    
Donations to Police Department $4,333.94    
False Alarm Fees $1,725.00    
Golf Cart Fees $500.00    
Impound Fees $6,210.00    
Off Duty Reimbursements $113,622.40    

School Resource Officer Reimbursement $0.00    

Sound Ordinance Fees $400.00    
Tow Truck Fees $550.00    

Trash Hauler Inspection Fees $500.00    

Perkins Court Officer Reimbursement $3,150.00    

Fingerprint $27.85    

Court Fines $53,462.06    

Taxi Fees (Company) $1,975.00    

Taxi Fees (Driver) $800.00    

Witness Fees $678.00    

Bike Week $20,000.00    

Nuisance Billing $2,454.17    

Parking Tickets Fines $10,586.00    

Reimbursement Other $144,619.14    
Total $383,591.00   
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2019 SPD Staff Pie Chart 
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2019 SPD Budget Pie Chart 
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2019 SPD Revenue Chart 
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2019 Traffic Enforcement Statistics 

Citations Issued 2017 2018 2019 

Child Safety Seat 19 13 18 

OVI 240 185 178 

DUS 658 629 601 

Speed 361 337 312 

Stop Sign  12 98 102 

Seat Belt 191 112 46 

Failure to Control  129 78 78 

Fail to Stop ACD 102 99 89 

Other 504 335 355 

Red Light 141 105 100 

Reckless Operation 14 10 16 

Leave Scene of Accident 41 35 33 

Fail to Yield Right of Way 111 54 65 

No or Expired Operators License 150 108 119 

Expired Plates 155 115 169 

Handicap Violation 5 1 4 

Total Citations Issued 2642 2314 2,285 

 

RACE CATEGORY 2014 % 2015 % 2016 % 2017 % 2018 % 2019 % 

INDIAN WARN/CITES 1 0.00 0 0 6 0.0008 2 0.0003 5 0.0006 4 0.0005 

ASIAN WARN/CITES 17 0.0023 25 0.0054 15 0.0019 27 0.0037 30 0.0035 25 0.0029 

BLACK WARN/CITES 2231 0.3079 1416 0.3046 2506 0.3165 2372 0.3294 2759 0.3221 2632 0.3026 

HISPANIC WARN/CITES 63 0.0087 38 0.0082 90 0.0114 91 0.0126 92 0.0107 24 0.0028 

UNKNOWN WARN/CITES 68 0.0094 34 0.0073 85 0.0107 57 0.0079 61 0.0071 54 0.0062 

WHITE WARN/CITES 4865 0.671 3136 0.6746 5216 0.6588 4652 0.6460 5619 0.6560 5960 0.6851 

TOTAL   7245   4649   7918   7201   8566   8699   

OTHER 2017 2018 2019 

Parking Tickets Issued 612 495 454 

Warnings Issued 6103 7546 7816 

Accidents Investigated 684 647 670 
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2019 Traffic Enforcement Graph 
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2019 SPD Written Warnings Pie Chart 
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2019 SPD Traffic Accidents 
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2019 SPD Criminal Arrest Statistics

ARRESTS 2017 2018 2019 
Assault – Felony 50 58 54 

Assault-misdemeanor 222 208 221 

Burglary 58 56 52 

Disorderly conduct and intox 337 290 227 

Domestic  274 26 252 

Drugs-cocaine 131 143 103 

Drugs-heroin 59 50 45 

Drugs-marijuana 273 332 144 

Drugs-other 234 238 210 

Gambling 0 0 0 

Homicide 1 0 2 

Juvenile-childendangering 57 46 69 

juvenile-contributing 1 2 2 

Juvenile-curfew 33 13 25 

Juvenile-custody 0 1 3 

Juvenile-unruly child 159 126 103 

Kidnapping 2 2 4 

Liquor violation 143 100 81 

Menacing 99 101 81 

Other arrests 1145 1180 942 

Protection order violations 48 36 47 

Robbery 20 14 15 

Theft 141 156 168 

Warrant service 543 782 778 

Total 4030 4198 3628 
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2019 SPD Criminal Arrest Graph
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2019 SPD Incident Frequency By Month

MONTH CALLS YEAR 

JANUARY 2124 (2019) 

FEBRUARY 1910 (2019) 

MARCH 2109 (2019) 

APRIL 2160 (2019) 

MAY 2526 (2019) 

JUNE 2564 (2019) 

JULY 2856 (2019) 

AUGUST 2506 (2019) 

SEPTEMBER 2278 (2019) 

OCTOBER 2182 (2019) 

NOVEMBER 1907 (2019) 

DECEMBER 1999 (2019) 

TOTAL 33,848 (2019) 

( Total in 2018 )  34,430 (2018) 
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2019 SPD Incident Frequency By Hour
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2019 SPD Annual Officer and Citizen Awards

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

                                           ( Awards Banquet is one year behind ) 

 

2018 OFFICER OF THE YEAR 
K-9 Ofc. Evan Estep 

 
 
 

 
 

 

NAME/RANK AWARD YEAR 

OFC. EVAN ESTEP OFFICER OF THE YEAR 2018 2018 

OFC. ELIJAH COE EXCEPTIONAL DUTY 2018 2018 

SGT. RON SNYDER  CHIEFS AWARD 2018 2018 
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SPD Annual Officer Awards 

 

NAME/RANK AWARD YEAR 
CHIEF JOHN ORZECH DEDICATION-7th  2018 

CHIEF JOHN ORZECH LETTER OF COMMENDATION 2018 

CHIEF JOHN ORZECH UNIT CITATION-6th   2018 

ASST. CHIEF PHIL FROST HONORABLE DISCAHARGE 2018 

ASST. CHIEF PHIL FROST UNIT CITATION-3RD  2018 

LT. MIKE CAMBELL LETTER OF COMMENDATION 2018 

LT. MIKE CAMPBELL UNIT CITATION-4th   2018 

LT. RICHARD BRAUN DEDICATION-10th  2018 

LT. RICHARD BRAUN UNIT CITATION-5th  2018 

LT. DANNY LEWIS LETTER OF COMMENDATION  2018 

LT. DANNY LEWIS LETTER OF COMMENDATION 2018 

LT. DANNY LEWIS UNIT CITATION-4TH  2018 

LT. DANNY LEWIS UNIT CITATION-5TH  2018 

LT. DANNY LEWIS DEDICATION-2ND  2018 

LT. SCOTT DAHLGREN LETTER OF COMMENDATION 2018 

LT.  SCOTT DAHLGREN LETTER OF COMMENDATION 2018 

LT. SCOTT DAHLGREN LETTER OF COMMENDATION 2018 

LT. SCOTT DAHLGREN UNIT CITATION-8TH   2018 

LT.  DANA NEWELL LETTER OF COMMENDATION 2018 

SGT. RON SNYDER DEDICATION-12TH  2018 

SGT. TRACEY SUSANA LETTER OF COMMENDATION 2018 

SGT. TRACEY SUSANA UNIT CTATION-3RD  2018 

SGT. ERIC GRAYBILL LETTER OF COMMENDATION 2018 

SGT. ERIC GRAYBILL LETTER OF COMMENDATION 2018 

SGT. ERIC GRAYBILL UNIT CITATION-8TH  2018 

SGT.  DAWN ALLEN UNIT CITATION-4TH  2018 

SGT. DAWN ALLEN LEADERSHIP CITATION 2018 

SGT. DAWN ALLEN LETTER OF COMMENDATION 2018 
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SGT. BRAD WILSON LETTER OF COMMENDATION 2018 

SGT. BRAD WILSON LEADERSHIP CITATION 2018 

SGT. BRAD WILSON DEDICATION-4TH  2018 

SGT. BRAD WILSON HONORABLE SERVICE 2018 

SGT. KEVIN YOUSKIEVICZ LETTER OF COMMENDATION 2018 

SGT. KEVIN YOUSKIEVICZ LETTER OF COMMENDATION 2018 

SGT. KEVIN YOUSKIEVICZ LETTER OF COMMENDATION 2018 

SGT. KEVIN YOUSKIEVICZ UNIT CITATION-9TH  2018 

DET. GARY WICHMAN UNIT CITATION-9TH  2018 

DET. GARY WICHMAN LETTER OF COMMENDATION 2018 

SPO DAVID WEST UNIT CITATION-7TH  2018 

SPO DAVID WEST LIFE SAVING 2018 

SPO DAVID WEST LETTER OF COMMENDATION 2018 

SPO DAVID WEST DEDICATION-3RD  2018 

SPO CHRIS RANKINS DEDICATION-13TH  2018 

SPO CHRIS RANKINS LETTER OF COMMENDATION 2018 

SPO CHRIS RANKINS UNIT CITATION-5TH  2018 

DET. KEN NIXON LETTER OF COMMENDATION 2018 

DET. KEN NIXON LETTER OF COMMENDATION 2018 

DET. KEN NIXON LETTER OF COMMENDATION 2018 

SPO MIKE SCHOCK HONORABLE DISCHARGE 2018 

SPO ROB GARDIN LETTER OF COMMENDATION 2018 

SPO ROB GARDIN LIFE SAVING-2ND   2018 

SPO ROB GARDIN PHYSICAL AGILITY-3RD  2018 

SPO JAMIE DESALLE LETTER OF COMMENDATION 2018 

SPO JAMIE DESALLE DEDICATION-3RD  2018 

SPO JOHN POWELL LETTER OF COMMENDATION 2018 

SPO KEN GAUTSCHI LETTER OF COMMENDATION 2018 

SPO KEN GAUTSCHI UNIT CITATION-8TH  2018 

SPO ERIK MOHR UNIT CITATION-10TH  2018 

SPO TODD SMITH  LETTER OF COMMENDATION 2018 

SPO TODD SMITH LETTER OF COMMENDATION 2018 

SPO TODD SMITH UNIT CITATION-7TH  2018 

SPO TODD SMITH UNIT CITATION-8TH  2018 
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SPO KRIS PARSONS UNIT CITATION-8TH  2018 

SPO KRIS PARSONS DEDICATION-8TH  2018 

SPO KRIS PARSONS UNIT CITATION-9TH  2018 

SPO KRIS PARSONS LETTER OF COMMENDATION 2018 

DET. ERIC COSTANTE UNIT CITATION-5TH   2018 

DET. ERIC COSTANTE LETTER OF COMMENDATION 2018 

DET. ERIC COSTANTE LETTER OF COMMENDATION 2018 

DET. ERIC COSTANTE LETTER OF COMMENDATION 2018 

SPO STEPHEN RITTERBACH LETTER OF COMMENDATION 2018 

SPO STEPHEN RITTERBACH PHYSICAL AGILITY-8TH  2018 

SPO STEPHEN RITTERBACH LETTER OF COMMENDATION 2018 

SPO STEPHEN RITTERBACH UNIT CITATION-9TH  2018 

OFC. CHRIS DENNY LETTER OF COMMENDATION 2018 

OFC. CHRIS DENNY LETTER OF COMMENDATION 2018 

OFC. CHRIS DENNY DEDICATION 2018 

OFC. CHRIS DENNY PHYSICAL AGILITY-8TH  2018 

DET. ADAM WEST PHYSIAL AGILITY-3RD  2018 

OFC. EVAN ESTEP LETTER OF COMMENDATION 2018 

OFC. EVAN ESTEP LETTER OF COMMENDATION 2018 

OFC. EVAN ESTEP UNIT CITATION -4TH  2018 

OFC. EVAN ESTEP UNIT CITATION-5TH  2018 

OFC. SEAN ORMAN LETTER OF COMMENDATION 2018 

OFC. SEAN ORMAN LETTER OF COMMENDATION 2018 

OFC. SEAN ORMAN UNIT CITATION-8TH  2018 

OFC. SEAN ORMAN UNIT CITATION-9TH  2018 

OFC ERNESTO HERNANDEZ LETTER OF COMMENDATION 2018 

OFC ERNESTO HERNANDEZ DEDICATION-4TH  2018 

OFC. ED OHLEMACHER UNIT CITATION-3RD  2018 

OFC. ED OHLEMACHER LETTER OF COMMENDATION 2018 

OFC. ED OHLEMACHER PHYSICAL AGILITY-2ND  2018 

OFC. ANTHONY BATH PHYSICAL AGILITY-5TH   2018 

OFC. ANTHONY BATH UNIT CITATION-6TH  2018 

DET. RON BROTHERTON DEDICATION-5TH  2018 
DET. RON BROTHERTON UNIT CITATION-7TH  2018 
DET. RON BROTHERTON LETTER OF COMMENDATION  2018 
DET RON BROTHERTON PHYSICAL AGILITY-6TH  2018 

OFC. CAMERON GREENAWALT LETTER OF COMMENDATION 2018 
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OFC. TROY DILLINGER LETTER OF COMMENDATION 2018 

OFC. TROY DILLINGER UNIT CITATION-3RD  2018 

OFC. TROY DILLINGER UNIT CITATION-4TH  2018 

OFC. TROY DILLINGER LETTER OF COMMENDATION 2018 

OFC. CARISSA CRUZ  LETTER OF COMMENDATION 2018 

OFC. CARISSA CRUZ  LETTER OF COMMENDATION 2018 

OFC. CARISSA CRUZ  LETTER OF COMMENDATION 2018 

OFC. CARISSA CRUZ  UNIT CITATION-2ND  2018 

OFC. JACOB ICSMAN UNIT CITATION-4TH  2018 

OFC. JACOB ICSMAN PHYSICAL AGILITY-3RD  2018 

OFC. JACOB ICSMAN LIFE SAVING  2018 

OFC. BRONSON LILLO LETTER OF COMMENDATION 2018 

OFC. BRONSON LILLO LETTER OF COMMENDATION 2018 

OFC. BRONSON LILLO PHYSICAL AGILITY-2ND  2018 

OFC. BRONSON LILLO UNIT CITATION-4TH  2018 

OFC. ELIJAH COE UNIT CITATION-2ND  2018 

OFC. ELIJAH COE UNIT CITATION-3RD  2018 

OFC. ELIJAH COE UNIT CITATION-4TH  2018 

OFC. LUCAS ROSPERT LETTER OF COMMENDATION  2018 

OFC. LUCAS ROSPERT DEDICATION-2ND  2018 

OFC. LUCAS ROSPERT UNIT CITATION-4TH   2018 

OFC. LUCAS ROSPERT LETTER OF COMMENDATION 2018 

OFC. LUCAS ROSPERT PHYSICAL AGILITY-3RD  2018 

OFC. BRETT BIRD PHYSICAL AGILITY  2018 

OFC. DARIAN COOK UNIT CITATION-4TH   2018 

OFC. DARIAN COOK UNIT CITATION-5TH  2018 

OFC. DARIAN COOK PHYSICAL AGILITY  2018 

OFC. LOGAN DEMUTH PHYSICAL AGILITY  2018 

OFC. LOGAN DEMUTH DEDICATION 2018 

OFC. RONTA HILL-MORTON DEDICATION 2018 

OFC. ZACHARY BLAIR LETTER OF COMMENDATION 2018 

OFC. MAKAYLA COOK DEDICATION 2018 

OFC. MAKAYLA COOK LETTER OF COMMENDATION 2018 

RES. OFC. MAKAYLA COOK UNIT CITATION 2018 

RES. OFC. NOAH PERRY UNIT CITATION 2018 

RES. OFC. MASON DYE UNIT CITATION  2018 

RES. OFC. MASON DYE UNIT CITATION-2ND  2018 
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RES. OFC. MASON DYE UNIT CITATION-3RD  2018 

RES. OFC. TYLER ROSPERT UNIT CITATION 2018 

RES. OFC TYLER ROSPERT LETTER OF COMMENDATION 2018 

 

(COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARDS)  

GAR GEASON Community Service Award 2018 

JILL HARPER Community Service Award 2018 

KAYLA CLONCH Community Service Award 2018 

STELLA HALFHILL Community Service Award 2018 

NANETTE PETERS Community Service Award 2018 

DONALD COPELAND Community Service Award 2018 

JEAN GILLETTE Community Service Award 2018 

CHACE ROTSINGER Community Service Award 2018 

DANIEL GOMEZ Community Service Award 2018 
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2019 Global Internship Obstacle Course 
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2019 Random Community Photos 

 

        

 

             

        

         

                                 

                                      Andy Dunn Gun Challenge 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                       Coffee With A COP  

 

 

Wooden Plaque for “2083” 
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2019 Random Community Photos 

                      

                       2019 Salute To Our Heroes Chili Cook Off 

 

 

             

 
                                                

                                          SPD “FIRST PLACE“ 

 

             EHOVE                          Perkins PD                        Ratek Colors                     
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2019 Special Honor and RecognitionAward
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2019 SPD Retired Officers 
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2019 SPD New Officers  
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2019 Sandusky Police Department Roster

Name Rank Position Hire Date 

John T. Orzech Chief Chief of Police 09/07/1997 

Michael Campbell Lieutenant Patrol Shft Supervisor 11/03/1991 

Richard K. Braun Lieutenant Patrol Shift Supervisor 07/02/1989 

Danny J. Lewis Lieutenant Patrol Commander 07/12/1998 

Scott T. Dahlgren Lieutenant Support Bureau Commander 05/31/2007 

Dana Newell Lieutenant Patrol Shift Supervisor 08/13/1995 

Dawn A. Allen Lieutenant Patrol Shift Supervisor 08/01/2002 

Tracey E. Susana Sergeant Training Coordinator 10/15/1995 

Eric Graybill Sergeant Patrol Supervisor 05/03/1998 

Kevin B. Youskievicz Sergeant Detective Bureau Commander 06/11/1996 

Bradley Wilson Sergeant Patrol Supervisor 03/20/2008 

Stephen Ritterbach Sergeant Patrol Supervisor 08/02/2007 

Christopher Denny Sergeant Patrol Supervisor 07/03/2008 

Gary L. Wichman Detective Detective Bureau 08/27/1990 

David E. West  Senior Officer Patrol / FTO 04/12/1992 

Christopher Rankins Senior Officer Community Impact  10/03/1993 

Kenneth G. Nixon Detective  Detective Bureau 05/31/1995 

Robert Gardin Senior Officer Patrol 09/06/1998 

James Desalle Senior Officer Patrol 09/20/1998 

John W. Powell Senior Officer Patrol 09/21/1998 

Kenneth B. Gautschi Senior Officer Patrol 01/03/1999 

Erik W. Mohr Senior Officer Patrol 05/21/2000 

Todd Smith Senior Officer Patrol 05/24/2001 

Kristofer Parsons Senior Officer Patrol 05/23/2002 

Eric S. Costante Detective Detective Bureau 03/08/2007 

Evan Estep Officer K-9 08/19/2011 

Sean Orman Officer Patrol 08/20/2011 
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2019 Sandusky Police Department Roster 

Ernesto Hernandez Officer Patrol 11/10/2011 

Edward Ohlemacher Officer K-9 07/05/2012 

Anthony Bath Officer Patrol 08/02/2012 

Jason Martin Officer School Resource 08/03/2012 

Ronald Brotherton Officer Detective Bureau 08/04/2012 

Cameron Greenawalt Officer Patrol 11/08/2012 

Troy Dillinger Officer Patrol 11/09/2012 

Carissa Cruz Officer Patrol 08/27/2015 

Jacob Icsman Officer Patrol 09/24/2015 

Bronson Lillo Officer Community Impact 10/08/2015 

Elijah Coe Officer Patrol 02/11/2016 

Lucas Rospert Officer Patrol 02/25/2016 

Brett Bird  Officer Patrol 07/03/2017 

Darian Cook Officer Patrol 07/05/2017 

Logan Demuth Officer Patrol 08/30/2017 

RontaHill-Morton Officer Patrol 08/31/2017 

Zachary Blair Officer Patrol 11/02/2017 

Makayla Cook Officer  Patrol 11/1/2018 

Nicholas Peters        Officer Patrol 03/25/2019 

Mason Dye Officer Patrol 08/26/2019 

Zachary Tyson Officer Patrol 10/14/2019 

K9 Gunner K-9 K-9 Patrol 07/02/2014 

K9 Onur K-9 K-9 Patrol 2016 

Ronald Susana Reserve Officer Evidence 08/20/2012 

Matthew S. Dunn Reserve Officer Evidence 09/11/2012 

Wendy S. Roach Records Support 07/31/1994 

Sean Patton IT Support 06/25/2007 

Eva Olcott Administration Support 05/28/2015 
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