
 
_______________Economic Development Incentive  Committee 

240 Columbus Ave 
Sandusky, Ohio 44870 

419.627.5973 
www.cityofsandusky.com 

 
Agenda 

September 12, 2023 Meeting 
2:00 pm 

City Commission Chamber 
Live Streamed on www.Youtube.com/CityofSanduskyOH 

 
 

 
1. Meeting called to order – roll call 

 
2. Approval of minutes from: 
 

a. July 11, 2023 
 

3. Financial Report and Project Updates 
 

4. Review of Applications and Staff Recommendations 
 

a. Ethel’s Quilt Shoppe 279 E. market Street 
 

 
5. Public Participation 

6. Adjournment 
 

 
NEXT MEETING: November 14, 2023 (scheduled) 
   Requesting additional meeting in late September or early October 
 
Please notify staff at least 2 days in advance of the meeting if you cannot attend.  Thank you. 

http://www.cityofsandusky.com/
http://www.youtube.com/CityofSanduskyOH
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Economic Development Incentive Committee 

July 11, 2023 

Meeting Minutes 

Call to Order: 

Prior to the beginning of the meeting Mrs. Gilson distributed an amended agenda and a 

Financial Report.  

 

Chair Nickles called the meeting to order at 2:00 pm. The following members were present 

constituting a quorum: Abby Bemis, Marcus Harris, Brendan Heil, and Al Nickles. Also present 

were Interim Assistant City Manager/ Interim Director of Community Development, Colleen 

Gilson, and Administrative Assistant for the Community Development Department Quinn 

Rambo. Vice Chair Koch notified Staff, in advance, that he was unable to attend the meeting. 

 

Approval of minutes from May 9, 2023, meeting: 

 Chair Nickles asked for a motion on the minutes. Mr. Harris made a motion to approve the 

minutes as presented and Mr. Heil seconded the motion. All members voted to approve the 

minutes, as presented.  

 

Approval of minutes from May 3, 2023, meeting: 

Chair Nickles asked for a motion on the minutes. Mr. Harris made a motion to approve the 

minutes as presented and Mr. Heil seconded the motion. All members voted to approve the 

minutes, as presented.  

 

Financial Report and Project Updates      

Mrs. Gilson started by updating the Commission on existing projects. Sweet Potato Catering has 

notified the City that the project for which they received a grant award will not move forward 

as planned.  This withdrawal returns the funds encumbered to funds available for the program. 

Pipe Creek Wharf has indicated that they would be ready for a soft opening in 4 to 5 weeks and 

Mrs. Gilson would be having a site visit with the developer on July 14th of 2023. Mrs. Gilson also 

met with the owner of North Street Customs on July 6th of 2023 to inspect the project and was 

waiting for final proof of payment before the grant was released. Mrs. Gilson then moved on to 

the financial report. She informed the Committee that the total funds for 2023 were $986,397 

and the encumbrances from 2021, 2022, and 2023 were $504,400, leaving $481,997 total 

funds.  Mrs. Gilson asked if there were any questions from the Committee. Chair Nickles asked 

if all projects were on time. Mrs. Gilson confirmed that was correct.  

 

Chair Nickles made a motion to accept the program financial report. The motion was seconded 

by Mr. Harris. A vote was called, and all members approved of the program’s financial report, 

unanimously.  
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Review of Applications Received 

Cedar Corner Complex- Thirsty Pony Addition 

Chair Nickles introduced the first application and asked for Staff report. Ms. Gilson stated the 

applicant was seeking a grant to renovate the space formerly operated as Rainwater Park and 

expand dining opportunities at the Thirsty Pony. The current vacant space would be developed 

into a state-of-the-art sportsbook lounge and bar. Staff recommended a grant in the amount of 

$140,000.00 with the condition that all applicable permits be obtained and a sign, evidencing 

City of Sandusky support, be displayed for one year after the project completion. Chair Nickles 

stated that Mr. Sortino was a local applicant. Mr. Harris stated that this project could spur other 

development in that area. Mrs. Bemis agreed with Mr. Harris and approved of the exterior 

appearance of the property being improved.  

 

 Chair Nickles asked for a motion. Mrs. Bemis made a motion to recommend grant approval to 

City Commission for $140,000, for the Cedar Corner Complex- Thirsty Pony Addition. Mr. Harris 

seconded the motion. A vote was called, and all Committee Members approved the motion to 

recommend the application to City Commission.  

 

Sandusky Book Bar 

Chair Nickles introduced the next application and asked for Staff report. Mrs. Gilson introduced 

the application for Sandusky Book Bar, the applicant- a female entrepreneur, was seeking a 

grant to help with startup costs, that included predevelopment and leasehold improvement 

costs.  Staff recommended a grant in the amount of $15,000.00. Mrs. Gilson added that 

approval of this application would emphasize a commitment to neighborhood renewal on the 

south side of the City and support the entrepreneurial spirit of those wishing to invest in 

Sandusky. Chair Nickles asked if the Committee had any questions. There were no questions. 

Mr. Harris, Mr. Heil, and Mrs. Bemis all agreed it was a unique and worthwhile project. 

 

Chair Nickles asked for a motion on the application. Mr. Heil made a motion to approve the 

Staff recommended amount of $15,000 to City Commission for approval. The motion was 

seconded by Mr. Harris. A vote was called, and all Committee members approved the motion to 

recommend the application to City Commission for a grant of $15,000.  

 

Brown-Robinson Funeral Home 

Chair Nickles introduced the application and asked for Staff report. Mrs. Gilson stated Brown-

Robinson Funeral Home was a minority owned business that had been serving Lorain, Ohio for 

decades and was the oldest African American owned funeral home in Lorain County. Mr.  

Robinson, the owner, was opening his second location and chose Sandusky for his business 

expansion. Currently, there was not a funeral home from Lorain to Toledo that had a primary 

focus on servicing funeral needs for the African American Community. This application met 

several preferences of the EDIC program, which included minority owned, increased job 
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opportunities, and enhancement of an entryway into the City, and it filled a vacated location. 

Staff recommended a grant in the amount of $15,000 to be recommended to City Commission. 

Mrs. Gilson asked the Committee if there were any questions. Mr. Harris asked if this business 

was a certified MBE. Mrs. Gilson stated she was not sure if the applicant had that certification, 

but she would ask the applicant if he was certified in Lorain and would encourage him to seek 

certification in Sandusky.  

 

Chair Nickles asked for a motion. Mrs. Bemis made a motion to approve the grant 

recommendation of $15,000 to City Commission. Mr. Harris seconded the motion. A vote was 

called, and all Committee members approved the motion to recommend the application to City 

Commission for a grant of $15,000. 

 

Mrs. Bemis and Mr. Harris commended Mrs. Gilson on the thoroughness of the applications 

presented at the meeting and agreed it was attributed to Mrs. Gilson’s time spent with the 

applicants.  

 

Public Participation/ Comments 

Chair Nickles opened the floor to public participation. Mrs. Johnson stated that she felt that 

there was a conflict with Brady Signs being a contractor for (2) of the applicants. Chair Nickles 

asked where applicants would find contractors for signs, unless they went out of the City. He 

continued that Commissioner Brady was no longer involved with the sign company, because his 

son had taken over the business (3) years prior. Mr. Heil stated there was no conflict because 

there were no dollars flowing to Brady Signs and City Commissioners could recuse themselves 

from a vote when there was a conflict of interest, just as any other voting member can do on 

other commissions, boards, and committees. Mr. Heil reiterated that there was no conflict in 

these cases. Mrs. Johnson stated the cost of the signs was included in the applications. Mr. Heil 

and Mrs. Gilson confirmed that was correct, but the grant was not going to pay for the signs. 

Mr. Harris stated that the City was committed to transparency, that all the information 

provided to the City should be included in applications to show the City’s commitment to being 

transparent. Mrs. Johnson stated she did not agree with that assessment and believed it did not 

meet the requirements of the Ohio Revised Code. Chair Nickles asked if there were any other 

comments. There were none.  

 

Meeting Adjournment: 

Chair Nickles called for a motion to adjourn. Mr. Harris moved to adjourn the meeting and Mr. 

Heil seconded the motion. All members were in favor of the motion and the meeting ended at 

2:31 pm. 

 

APPROVED: 

___________________________________  ___________________________________ 

Secretary      Chair/ Vice Chair 



City of Sandusky 

Economic Development Fund

Project d.b.a. Date Approved Ordinance

 Approved Grant 

Amount  Total Disbursed 

Encumbrances/ Left to 

Disburse/Notes

Market Street Collective, LLC Sandusky Food Hall 12/9/2019 19-215 Expired Expired

Family Health Services, LLC 2/11/2020 20-39 65,000.00$              65,000.00$            -$                                  

2021

RDJMD, LLC Ahner Commercial 3/9/2021 21-036 15,000.00$              15,000.00$            -$                                  

Maca Root Juice Bar 4/13/2021 - 10,000.00$              10,000.00$            -$                                  

Wake up and Waffle 4/13/2021 - 6,000.00$                6,000.00$              -$                                  

HDT Operating Co. Tony's 4/13/2021 21-076 33,450.00$              33,450.00$            -$                                  

Your Turn Special Events, LLC 5/11/2021 - 2,000.00$                2,000.00$              -$                                  

Port Sandusky Restaurant, LLC 5/11/2021 - Expired Expired -$                                  

Body By Erica Taylor, LLC 5/11/2021 - 7,500.00$                7,500.00$              -$                                  

Venue 634 L.L.C. 5/11/2021 - 15,000.00$              15,000.00$            -$                                  

Dott Investments, Inc. Kiddie Korral Preschool 7/13/2021 - 2,500.00$                2,500.00$              -$                                  

FSB Properties, LTD 135 - 145 Columbus Ave 7/13/2021 - 10,000.00$              10,000.00$            -$                                  

Derrick's Diner LLC 7/13/2021 - Expired Expired -$                                  

Cattien LLC (year one) Small City Taphouse 7/13/2021 21-120 20,000.00$              20,000.00$            -$                                  

Name One Yellowstone, LLC 12/13/2021 21-197 50,000.00$              50,000.00$            -$                                  

Thirty Below Investment Group Dairy Frost 11/9/2021 - Expired Expired -$                                  

Sweet Potato Catering, LLC 11/9/2021 - Withdrew Withdrew -$                                  

Everwild Spirits, LLC 12/13/2021 21-198 100,000.00$            100,000.00$          -$                                  

2021 Grants Total 271,450.00$            271,450.00$          -$                                  

2022

Cattien LLC (year two) Small City Taphouse 7/13/2021 21-120 140,000.00$            140,000.00$          -$                                  

TrueGrit Fitness, LLC TrueGrit Fitness 1/11/2022 - Expired Expired -$                                  

Tambo Entertainment, LLC Clubhouse No. 3 2/14/2022 22-022 60,000.00$              60,000.00$            -$                                  

Boeckling Historic Properties, LLC Boeckling Club 3/8/2022 - 10,000.00$              10,000.00$            -$                                  

Lake Erie Fisherman, LLC Lake Erie Fisherman 3/8/2022 - Expired Expired -$                                  

Paper Street Holdings, LLC 603 Columbus Ave 4/25/2022 22-084 22,500.00$              22,500.00$            -$                                  

Sandusky Massotherapy, LLC Sandusky Massotherapy 4/26/2022 - 10,000.00$              10,000.00$            -$                                  

Saucy Brew Works Sandusky LLC Saucy Brew Works 5/9/2022 22-096 47,500.00$              47,500.00$            -$                                  

GSS LLC Schmid Design 8/25/2022 22-139 25,000.00$              25,000.00$            -$                                  

MALISCRA LLC Manor Motel 7/12/2022 - 3,000.00$                3,000.00$              -$                                  

Lockwood Land Company Hubbard House 9/13/2022 - 10,000.00$              10,000.00$            -$                                  

Pipe Creek Holdings Pipe Creek Wharf 9/26/2022 22-192 140,000.00$            -$                        140,000.00$                    

2022 Grants Total 468,000.00$            328,000.00$          140,000.00$                    

2023

Cattien LLC (year three) Small City Taphouse 7/13/2021 21-120 140,000.00$            140,000.00$                    

A Foxxy Girl Enterprises LLC Ramba Mamba Jamba Party Bus1/10/2023 7,500.00$                7,500.00$              -$                                  

Epic Rentals Anchor Bay Lodge 3/14/2023 9,500.00$                9,500.00$              -$                                  

North Coast Street Custom North Coast Street Custom 3/14/2023 5,000.00$                5,000.00$              -$                                  

RGCC Properties LLC RGCC Properties LLC 5/19/2023 4,400.00$                -$                        4,400.00$                        

El Pino LLC El Grand Patron 5/19/2023 23-116 15,000.00$              -$                        15,000.00$                      

Family Health Services, LLC Family Health Services, LLC 6/12/2023 23-134 200,000.00$            200,000.00$                    

Mid Ohio Funeral Services LLC Brown Robinson Funeral Home 7/24/2023 23-156 15,000.00$              15,000.00$            -$                                  

S&S Realty LTD Thirsty Pony Sportsbook Lounge 7/24/2023 23-157 140,000.00$            140,000.00$                    

Sandusky Book Bar LLC Sandusky Book Bar 7/24/2023 23-158 15,000.00$              15,000.00$                      

2023 Grants Total 551,400.00$            37,000.00$            514,400.00$                    

Economic Development Fund Balance

Cash Balance 5/1/2023 726,397.00$     

2023: $430,000 total allocation-balance to receive 260,000.00$     

2023 Funding Total 986,397.00$    

2021 Grants Not Disbursed -$                   

2022 Grants Not Disbursed 140,000.00$     

2023 Grants Not Disbursed 514,400.00$     

Available Economic Development Fund Balance 331,997.00$    

Destination Development Funds

Explorer Public House (former Mecca Motel) 200,000.00$     23-032 200,000.00$            200,000.00$          -$                                  

Family Health Services 100,000.00$     23-154 100,000.00$            100,000.00$                    

Prepared by City of Sandusky Department of Community Development

9/7/2023 1
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