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July 17th, 2019 
4:30 P.M. 

City Commission Chamber 

AGENDA 
 

1. Meeting called to order – Roll Call 
 

2. Review minutes from the June 19th, 2019 meeting 
 

3. Application for exterior signage at 115 E Washington Row 
 

4. Application for exterior signage at 125 E. Water St. 
 
5. Other business  

 
6. Meeting adjourned 
 

NEXT MEETING:  August 21st, 2019 
 
Please notify staff at least 2 days in advance of the meeting if you cannot attend.  Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

  

240 Columbus Ave 

Sandusky, Ohio 44870 

419.627.5715 

www.cityofsandusky.com 



  

  

L A N D M A R K  C O M M I S S I O N  

R E P O R T  

APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATE OF 
APPROPRIATENESS 

EXTERIOR SIGNAGE AT 115 EAST WASHINGTON 
ROW 

 
 

Reference Number: PLC 19-0010 

Date of Report: July 8, 2019 

Report Author: Tom Horsman, Assistant Planner 
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City of Sandusky, Ohio 
Landmark Commission Report 

BACKG ROU ND I NFO RM ATI ON  

Mark Green of Marous Brothers Construction has submitted a Landmark application for a 
Certificate of Appropriateness for exterior signage 115 E. Washington Row. The following 
information is relevant to this application: 

Applicant:   Mark Green 
     Marous Brothers Construction  
     1702 Joseph Lloyd Parkway 
     Willoughby, Ohio 44094 
 
Owner:      Vintage Development Group  
     38025 Second Street 
     Willoughby, Ohio 44094 
 
Site Location:  115 E. Washington Row.  
     Sandusky, Ohio 44870 
 
Historic Status: Individually listed National Register building and a contributing building in a 

National Register Historic District 
 
Existing Uses:  Upper Floors – Sandusky City Hall 

Lower Floor - Vacant 
 
Proposed Use:  Retail/Grocery 
 
Proposed Project: Exterior Signage  
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SI TE  D ESC RIP TIO N  

115 E. Washington Row. 

 

Building Façade with Signage Circa 1980s 

 

 



 

 

4 

DEPARTMENT  O F PL ANNI NG COMMENTS  

The applicant has submitted an application for a Certificate of Appropriateness to replace the 
face of a blade sign affixed to the corner façade of 115 E. Washington Row. This building was 
constructed in 1924 for the Commercial Banking and Trust Company. This building remained a 
bank until it was sold to Calvary Temple in 1974. It is likely that this sign was installed by Calvary 
Temple either in 1974 or 1975. Calvary Temple used the building for religious services until 
2015. The building has recently been restored and the two upper floors are home to 
administrative offices for the City of Sandusky and the lower floor will be used for Vita Urbana-- 
a small-scale grocery store/market.  

The proposed sign will reuse the existing structure and only the two faces of the sign will be 
replaced. There are interior lightbulbs from the previous sign that are still in existence. The face 
of the sign will be painted black and the “Vita” letters will be white and the script text below will 
be teal. The black background will be opaque and the letters will be lit from the internal lights. 

Although this sign does not date from a period of significance for the Downtown Historic 
District, blade signs used to be a defining characteristic of Columbus Ave in downtown Sandusky 
in the mid-20th Century. Unfortunately, those signs have since been lost to demolition, with the 
exception of the one at Daly’s Pub. Even though this sign was not part of the original 
construction of the Commercial Bank Building, it is has historical significance in its own way.  

Staff recognizes that the Sandusky Preservation Design Guidelines state that internally 
illuminated signs are “inappropriate” for the downtown area. However, due to the fact that this 
is a pre-existing sign and has its own historic qualities, staff is comfortable with replacing its face 
and allowing it to be internally illuminated. It would be inappropriate to have a box sign where 
the entire face is illuminated, and so it is important that this sign will have an opaque 
background and only the letters will be illuminated. 

 

CONC LU SIO N/ RECOMME NDAT ION  

 

Based on the fact that this sign has historic qualities and has been affixed to the building for 
nearly a half-century, staff supports the preservation of this sign. Even though the sign is 
internally illuminated, staff still supports it due to the fact that most of the sign will be opaque 
and only the letters will be translucent and because it is a pre-existing sign structure. Staff does 
have slight concern about the illumination of the teal letters and questions what they would 
look like and whether it would cause too much clutter on the sign and is open to possibly just 
having the white “VITA” letters illuminated.  
 
Staff recommends the granting of the Certificate of Appropriateness. 
 
 











  

  

L A N D M A R K  C O M M I S S I O N  

R E P O R T  

APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATE OF 
APPROPRIATENESS 

EXTERIOR SIGNAGE AT 125 EAST WATER STREET 
 

 

Reference Number: PLC 19-0009 

Date of Report: July 8, 2019 

Report Author: Tom Horsman, Assistant Planner 

 

C I T Y  O F  S A N D U S K Y ,  O H I O  

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  P L A N N I N G  
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City of Sandusky, Ohio 
Landmark Commission Report 

BACKG ROU ND I NFO RM ATI ON  

Lake Erie Shores and Islands has submitted a Landmark application for a Certificate of 
Appropriateness for exterior signage 125 East Water Street. The following information is 
relevant to this application: 

Applicant:   Lake Erie Shores and Islands 
     125 E. Water St. 
     Sandusky, Ohio 44870 
 
Owner:      Renaissance Too  
     PO Box 10270 
     Sandusky, Ohio 44870 
 
Site Location:  125 East Water St.  
     Sandusky, Ohio 44870 
 
Historic Status:  Contributing building in a National Register Historic District 
 
Existing Uses:  Vacant 
 
Proposed Use:  Office and residential 
 
Proposed Project: Exterior Signage  
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SI TE  D ESC RIP TIO N  

125 E. Water St. 

 

Building Façade with Signage Circa 1890s and Proposed New Signage 
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DEPARTMENT  O F PL ANNI NG COMMENTS  

The applicant has submitted an application for a Certificate of Appropriateness to install exterior 
signage. The signage will be affixed above the second floor windows in an existing recessed 
panel on the south wall and above the first floor windows on the north wall. The recessed panel 
on the south wall had been used historically for signage as shown in the photo on the previous 
page. The signs will be routed ¾” PVC board with raised letters and borders and the background 
will be painted with semi gloss exterior house paint and the white letters and border will be 
covered in white vinyl graphics. The signs will be screwed to 1”x2” square aluminum extruded 
tubing and attached to the masonry with approximately 10 3” masonry screws. The 
manufacturer of this sign also produced the sign for the Reber Building, just a few doors down 
from 125 E. Water. 

  

CONC LU SIO N/ RECOMME NDAT ION  

Staff recommends the Certificate of Appropriateness for the signage. The sign is simple and does 
not dominate the façade and it is located in a location that has historically been used for 
signage.  
 
 
 










