
 

    Landmark Commission 

240 Columbus Ave 
Sandusky, Ohio 44870 

419.627.5715 
www.cityofsandusky.com 

 

AGENDA 
June 16, 2021 

5:00 P.M. 
City Commission Chamber 

Live Streamed on www.youtube.com/CityofSanduskyOH 
 

 
1. Call to Order -Roll Call 
 
2. Review of May 19, 2021 Meeting Minutes 
 
3. Applications: 

a. 129 W. Market St 
 

4. Changes to COA application and process 
 

-Draft of COA application 
-Changes to process 

 
5. Opportunities and challenges for Landmark Commission 

 
-List of items from past minutes and commission discussions 

 
6. Identification of proposed city landmarks 

 
-Copy of Application for Landmark Designation 
-Sandusky Ohio Historic Inventory 1979, Addendum 1986 

 
7. Study of problems and determination of needs of the City in restoring/preserving historic buildings, 

structures, areas and neighborhoods. 
 

-Development of needs assessment 
 
8. Historic markers denoting landmark/historic buildings in the City. 
 

-Image of City of Cleveland marker 
 
9. Liaison on behalf of city to individuals and organizations concerned with historic preservation; educate 

citizens regarding historic preservation and concerns. 
 
-Old House Guild of Sandusky 
-Erie County Historical Society 
-Sandusky Library 

http://www.cityofsandusky.com/
http://www.youtube.com/CityofSanduskyOH


-Follett House Museum 
-Merry-Go-Round Museum 
-Maritime Museum of Sandusky 
-Sandusky Children’s Museum 

 
10. Other Business 
 
11. Adjournment 

 
 

NEXT MEETING: July 21, 2021 
 
Please notify staff at least 2 days in advance of the meeting if you cannot attend. 
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Landmark Commission 
May 19, 2021 

Remote Meeting  
Minutes 

 

Meeting called to order: 
Chairman Tim Berkey called the meeting to order at 5:14pm. The following members were present: Mike Meinzer, Alan 
Griffiths, Joe Galea, Ryan Nagel, and Ryan Whaley. Thomas Horsman represented the Community Development 
Department and Brendan Heil represented the Law Department. Clerk Kristen Barone and Community Development 
Director Jonathan Holody were also present. 
 
Review of minutes from April 21, 2021: 
Mr. Meinzer made a motion to approve the minutes and Mr. Galea seconded. All members were in favor of the motion. 

 
Applications: 
1) 131 E. Water Street- Certificate of Appropriateness for painting the door and window frames black and installing a 

black awning over the storefront 
Dr. Berkey asked how the awning was going to be attached and secured to the building, as there can be heavy winds at 
times in the downtown area. Ryan Brady, with Brady Signs, stated that the framing will be aluminum tubing, and the 
awning will be attached using z-clips, and then bolted into the building.  
Mr. Griffiths made a motion to approve the application and Mr. Galea seconded. All voting members were in favor. 
2) 333 W. Market Street- Certificate of Appropriateness for exterior renovations and rooftop deck 
Conor Whelan, of MAC Building and Development LLC, stated that the work to this building will be done in three phases. 
Phase one will include getting the second and third floor apartments ready to rent out, and includes restoring the 
windows on all sides except for the south or front elevation. The second phase is renovation of the first floor, which 
includes the brew pub and front façade. The third phase will be the rooftop deck. The chairman stated that he would like 
for the commission members to have one motion on the exterior renovations and a separate motion on the rooftop 
deck. Mr. Meinzer stated that he does not feel that voting on the rooftop deck is in the Landmark Commission’s scope of 
work and feels that this should go to City Commission to be voted on. Dr. Berkey asked the applicants that if the work 
being proposed for exterior renovations is not able to be followed through on after getting started, due to any sort of 
complications, would the applicants be willing to come back to the Landmark Commission and submit new plans for 
approval. Mr. Whelan said yes, they could do that. Dr. Berkey asked how structurally sound the brick is. John Feick, 
architect and contractor with Feick Design stated that they have not yet done any sampling of the brick, but the brick 
does appear to be in good shape. Mr. Meinzer made a motion to approve the exterior renovations from the gutters 
down. Mr. Limberios stated that it will be difficult to do what needs to be done inside because of the material needed 
for the stairwell. Without the structure on top, they would be in limbo because the roof would just continue to leak. Mr. 
Galea seconded the motion. All members were in favor of the motion. Dr. Berkey then asked if the members had any 
questions regarding the rooftop deck. Mr. Griffiths stated that it seems that this building has already had a rooftop 
structure for some time now, as seen in some of the older photos in the presentation, when the building was occupied 
by Brinnon’s in the late 40’s. He then asked Mr. Feick if he characterizes the proposed deck as something that alters the 
permanent architecture of the building, or could that be considered removable or temporary. Mr. Feick state that the 
proposed deck will be sitting on top of the roof, but it will be tied through the roof for waterproofing purposes. If at 
some time the owners wanted to take it down, that would be possible without damaging the building. Dr. Berkey stated 
that the problem with labeling something temporary is, that if the rooftop structure gets approved, the Landmark 
Commission would have no jurisdiction over that moving forward. He then stated that the problem with this rooftop 
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deck is that the standards say that rooftop structures are not to be highly visible from the public right of way, in most 
cases the rooftop structures should not be more than one story, and are not appropriate for buildings consisting of three 
stories or less. The chairman then asked Mr. Horsman to share photos that he took of the rooftop structure from 
different directions, and stated that the structure is extremely visible in all of the photos. He said that if the buildings on 
both sides of this building were taller, this wouldn’t be such an issue, but since both buildings next to this building are 
smaller, there is no hiding this rooftop structure. Dr. Berkey then said that since he does not believe that the Landmark 
Commission has the authority to go outside of the standards that were given to them by the City Commission, he 
believes that this application belongs in front of the City Commissioners. Mr. Whaley stated that he thinks that if the 
Landmark Commission followed every standard, then there would be no need for a Commission. He believes that the job 
of the Landmark Commission is to discuss the variance in the standards. He said that he thinks that the applicants did a 
lot of good research and were able to find examples that fall outside of the standards and that he thinks that the 
proposal from the applicants looks nice and falls in line with the City’s Master Plan. Mr. Griffiths stated that he does not 
believe the standards prohibits the proposed rooftop deck. He then said that the Landmark Commission did recently 
approve another rooftop deck on a three story building that was next to an empty lot downtown and he thought that 
the commission did that in the understanding that it met the standard. Mr. Nagel stated that he did not vote for the 
recently approved rooftop deck on the last three story building and he does not feel that this proposed deck meets the 
standards either. He said that if this gets denied by the Landmark Commission and then the City Commissioners approve 
it, he does not understand what the purpose of the Landmark Commission is. Mr. Griffiths made a motion to approve 
the rooftop structures and Mr. Whaley seconded the motion. There were three votes for the motion and three votes 
against the motion. The motion did not pass. 
 
Other Business: 
Dr. Berkey stated that since there were no more applications on the agenda for today, the commission would discuss 
the other agenda items at next month’s meeting. 
 
Meeting adjourned: 
Mr. Griffiths made a motion to adjourn and the meeting ended at 6:46pm. 
 
Approved by: 
 
 
___________________________    ___________________________  

Kristen Barone, Clerk     Timothy Berkey, Chairman 
    



  

  

L A N D M A R K  C O M M I S S I O N  

R E P O R T  

APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATE OF 
APPROPRIATENESS 

EXTERIOR SIGNAGE AT 129 WEST MARKET ST. 
 

 

Reference Number: PLC 21-0017 

Date of Report: June 9, 2021 

Report Author: Alec Ochs, Assistant Planner 

 

C I T Y  O F  S A N D U S K Y ,  O H I O  
D E P A R T M E N T  O F  P L A N N I N G  
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City of Sandusky, Ohio 
Landmark Commission Report 

BACKG ROU N D I N FO RM ATI ON  

Brady Signs Co. has submitted a Landmark application for a Certificate of Appropriateness for 
exterior signage 129 W. Market St. The following information is relevant to this application: 

Applicant:   Brady Signs Co.  
     1721 Hancock St. 
     Sandusky, Ohio 44870 
 
Owner:      Old Platt LLC.  
     9389 Monarch Ct. 
     Rancho Cucamonga, California 91737 
 
Site Location:  129 W. Market St.  
     Sandusky, Ohio 44870 
 
Historic Status: Building in a National Register Historic District 
 
Existing Uses:  Upper Floors – Residential 

Lower Floor - Restaurant 
 
Proposed Use:  Restaurant 
 
Proposed Project: Exterior Signage  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     



 

 3 

SI TE  D ESC RIP TIO N  

129 W. Market St. 

 

Building Façade | Present Day 
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DEPA RTMEN T O F PL A N NI N G COMMEN TS  

The applicant has submitted an application for a Certificate of Appropriateness to place a blade 
sign affixed to the corner façade of 129 W. Market St. This building was constructed around 
1880 and restored in 1978. Not much history is available on this property but it is believed 
Laurence Cable once owned the building. 

The proposed sign is a 2’ 6” x 13’ 6” double sided blade sign. There are interior lightbulbs with a 
plan to give a faux neon look at night time. It will be illuminated with LED’s. The face of the sign 
will be painted iron gray and the “J Bistro” letters will be white when illuminated.  

Although this sign does not date from a period of significance for the Downtown Historic 
District, blade signs used to be a defining characteristic of Columbus Ave in downtown Sandusky 
in the mid-20th Century. Unfortunately, those signs have since been lost to demolition, with the 
exception of the one at Daly’s Pub. Even though this sign was not part of the original 
construction of the Laurence building, it has historical significance in its own way.  

Staff recognizes that the Sandusky Preservation Design Guidelines state that internally 
illuminated signs are “inappropriate” for the downtown area. However, due to the fact that it 
has its own historic qualities, staff is comfortable with its placement and allowing it to be 
internally illuminated. It would be inappropriate to have a box sign where the entire face is 
illuminated, and so it is important that this sign will have an opaque background and only the 
letters will be illuminated. 

 

CONC LU SIO N/ RECOMME N DAT ION  

 
Based on the fact that this sign has historic qualities and the charm of historic downtown 
Sandusky, staff supports the approval of this sign. Even though the sign is internally illuminated, 
staff still supports it due to the fact that most of the sign will be iron and only the letters will be 
translucent. Staff does have slight concern about the illumination of the letters as it does not 
support the code but feels this design is applicable.  
 
Staff recommends the granting of the Certificate of Appropriateness. 
 
 



































City of Sandusky Landmark Commission 
Opportunities/Challenges 

May, 2021 
 

The following is a list of opportunities and challenges that members of the Landmark 
Commission have identified during monthly meetings from 2019-present.  Many of these were 
documented in meeting minutes while others through conversations among members.   
 
 
Outreach: 
 
1.  Awareness of the Landmark Commission 
2.  Outreach program for owners of buildings on National Register/in historic district 
3.  Training sessions for Landmark Commission (State Preservation Office) 
4.  Increase education/awareness of historic preservation for owners of historic properties 
5.  Build relationships with Old House Guild, Erie County Historical Society 
6.  Alert new property owners of Landmark guidelines during concept phase 
 
 
  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Identification of Landmarks/National Registry/Historic Districts 
 
1.  Identification of city landmarks/districts 
2.  Consider the following for potential landmarks:  The Pyramid, Boy with the Boot Fountain,     
Washington Park Clock, Lighthouse, some of the schools, Tommy Boy landmarks, U.S. Route 6, 
Route 250, some of the hotels including the Maples on Route 6. 
 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Language/Ordinances 
 
1.  Illuminated signs in the historic district 
2.  Added language to address Landmark issues 
3.  Update Preservation Design Guideline/Landmark Preservation Ordinance 
4.  Review storefront facades in the historic district and develop policy 
5.  Update signage regulations under the Landmark Preservation Ordinance 
6.  Address buildings and fences in disrepair in the historic district 



7.  Revise demolition section of the Landmark Preservation Ordinance 
8.  Add lighting specific language to the Landmark Preservation Ordinance 
9.  Eliminate illuminated signs in Downtown/Historic District 
10.New signs should respect size, scale, and design of an historic building; sign placement is 
important, new signs should not cover up significant features, sign materials should be 
compatible with those of a historic building, new signs should be attached carefully 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Applications for Certificate of Appropriateness 
 
1.  Follow up procedures for approved Certificates of Appropriateness 
2.  Expand application to include more information such as inspection/preservation of exterior 
3.  Allow for public comment on applications for demolition 
4.  Clarify process for putting conditions on Certificate of Appropriateness approvals 
 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Process 
 
1.  Enhancement of communication with Division of Building/Code Compliance 
2.  Establish influence/input of construction on vacant property in the historic district 
3.  Placement of electrical panels/air conditioning units/trash bins in historic district 
4.  Inspection of unoccupied buildings on National Registry/in historic district 
5.  Becoming involved early in development plans for properties in historic district 
6.  Having landmark buildings inspected on an annual bass 
7.  Work with Planning Commission on sidewalk encroachment issues in historic district 
8.  Discussion with city officials on the “look” desired for historic/downtown district 
9.  Process for new builds in the historic district 
 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 



Enforcement 
 
1.  Work to enforce of existing codes related to Landmark ordinances 
2.  Identification of properties in disrepair and work to stabilize and restore them 
3.  Work to enforce maintenance requirements under the Landmark Preservation Ordinance 
4.  Work to enforce the removal of signs of businesses no longer in operation in the historic 
district 
 
 
 
 
 
Other 
 
 
 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 _____________________________     LANDMARK COMMISSION     
Application for Landmark Designation 

 
 

 

 

Preparing Your Application: 
 

Please type or use black ink and use paper no larger than 11” x 17” for the required supporting 
information. Planning Department staff is available to assist in the preparation of applications. 

 
Filing Your Application: 

 

When completed, the attached application will initiate consideration of a property for designation as a 
local historic landmark. The application will enable the Sandusky Landmark Commission to determine 
whether the property qualifies for designation. 

 
*The guidelines developed for this application are based on the evaluation process set forth in 
Chapter 1161 of the City of Sandusky’s Code of Ordinances. 

 

 
1. Name of Property 

 

Historic Name:    
 

Current Name:     
 

2. Location 
 

Please include the full street address of the property, including its local jurisdiction. Parcel 
Identification Numbers (PIN) can be found by contacting the Erie County Auditor’s office or website. 

 
Street Address:      

 

City/Town/Jurisdiction:     
 

PIN Number:      
 

3. Owner Information (If more than one, list primary contact) 
 

Name:     
 

Address:     
 

Phone:   _______________________      Email:______________________________________________

Department of Planning 
240 Columbus Ave 

Sandusky, Ohio 44870 
419.627.5891 

www.cityofsandusky.com 



4. Applicant/Contact Person (If other than owner) 
 

Name:     
 

Address:     
 

Phone:   _______________________      Email:______________________________________________ 
 

5. General Data/Site Information 
 

A. Date of construction and major additions/alterations:    

 

B. Number, type and date of construction of outbuildings:    

 

C. Approximate lot size or acreage:    

 

D. Architect, builder, carpenter, and/or mason:    

 

E. Original use:    

 

F. Present use:    
 

 

6. Classification 
 

A. Category (building(s), structure or site):     
 

 Building – A “building,” is created principally to shelter any form of human activity. 
(i.e.: house, barn, hotel, church, school, theater, stable) 

 
 Structure   -   The   term   "structure"   is   used   to distinguish from buildings constructions 

made usually for purposes other than creating human shelter (i.e.: tunnel, bridge, 
highway, silo) 

 

 Site  - A site is the location of a significant event, a prehistoric     or historic 
occupation or activity, or a building or structure, whether standing, ruined, or 
vanished, where the location itself possesses historic, cultural, or archeological 
value regardless of the value of any existing structure. (i.e.: battlefield, 
cemeteries, designed landscape) 

 
 

B. Ownership (check one):  Private   Public 



C. Number of Contributing and non-contributing resources on the property: A contributing 
building, site, structure, or object adds to the historic associations, historic architectural 
qualities, or archeological values for which a property is significant because it was 
present during the period of significance, relates to the documented significance of the 
property, and possesses historic integrity or is capable of yielding important information 
about the period. 

 
Contributing Non-Contributing 

 

Buildings    
 

Structures     
 

Objects    
 

Sites    
 

D. Previous field documentation (when and by whom):     
 
 

 

E. National Register status and date (listed, eligible, study list):    
 
 

Please contact the National Register Coordinator at the State Historic Preservation Office to determine 

National Register status. 

 

7. Supporting Documentation (attach to application on separate sheets) 
 

 
A. Required Photographs 

 Digital photographs shall be submitted. Please include a 
printout of the images.  To save paper and ink, as many 
as nine images may be placed on a single 8 X 10 sheet of 
paper, though images should be a least 3 ¼ “X 2 ½”. 
Proofs may be in black and white on regular paper. 

 For buildings and structures, include all facades and at least one 
(1) photo of all other contributing and non-contributing resources. Also 
include at least one (1) photo that shows the main building or structure 
within its setting. For sites, include overall views and any significant details. 

 Photos must be identified with the name of the property, its address or 
location, and the date. 



B. Maps 
 Include two (2) maps; one (1) clearly indicating the location of the property in relation to the 

local community, and one (1) showing the boundaries of the property. Tax maps with the 
boundaries of the property are preferred, but survey or sketch maps are acceptable. Sketch 
maps should reflect, describe and l a b el  al l  bui ldings, structures, objects or sites , within 
the property boundary. Please show street names and numbers and all structures on the 
property.  Mapping  information  may  be obtained from the  Erie County Auditor’s website: 
www.erie.iviewtaxmaps.com 

 

C. Historical significance (Applies to all classifications) 
 Note any s ign if i cant events, people, and /or famil ie s as s o ciated with the 

property. Please clearly define the significance of the property in the history. 
(For example, the property may have been the birthplace of an influential 
citizen, represent historical patterns of commercial or agricultural 
development, or served as an important center of community activity). Include 
all major owners. 

 Please include a bibliography of sources consulted. 

 
D. Architectural description, significance and integrity (Applies to buildings, 
structures and objects) 

 
 For buildings and structures, describe, including exterior architectural features, 

additions, remodeling, and alterations. Also describe significant outbuildings. 

 Context of the history (For example,  the  building  or  structure might be one of a 
town’s  only  surviving examples of a Greek Revival building, or it may be a 
unique local interpretation of the Arts and Crafts movement. An object might be 
a statue designed by a notable sculptor.) 

 Include a statement describing how the building or structure currently conveys 
its historic integrity. For example, does it retain elements of its original design, 
m a t e ria ls , location , 
workmanship, setting, historic associations, or feeling, or any 
combination thereof? 

 Please include a bibliography of sources consulted. 
 

E. Property boundary, significance and integrity (Applies to all classifications) 

 Describe the land area to be designated, address any prominent landscape 
features. 

 Clearly explain the significance of the land area proposed for designation and its 
historical relationship to the building(s) or structure(s) located within the 
property boundary or, in the case of sites, the historical event or events that make 
the land area significant. For buildings and structures, the designated land area 
may represent part of or the entire original parcel boundaries, or may encompass 
vegetative buffers or important outbuildings. For sites, the designated area may 
encompass a landscape that retains its historic integrity (i.e. a battlefield 
encompassing undisturbed historic view sheds). 

http://www.erie.iviewtaxmaps.com/


8. Signatures 
 

Applicant: Date:    
 

I have read the general information on landmark designation provided by the City of Sandusky 
Landmark Commission and affirm that I support landmark designation of the property defined herein. 

 

 
Owner: Date:    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2021
LANDMARK COMMISSION

MEETING DATES AND FILING DEADLINES

FILING MEETING
DEADLINE DATE

JANUARY 12/16 1/20

FEBRUARY 1/20 2/17

MARCH 2/17 3/17

APRIL 3/17 4/21

MAY 4/21 5/19

JUNE 5/19 6/16

JULY 6/16 7/21

AUGUST 7/21 8/18

SEPTEMBER 8/18 9/15

OCTOBER 9/15 10/20

NOVEMBER 10/20 11/17

DECEMBER 11/17 12/15

The Landmark Commission will typically meet on the third Wednesday of every month. The 

meetings are held in the City Commission Chamber, 240 Columbus Ave at 5:00 p.m. 

Meeting times, locations, and dates are subject to change with prior notice. Any changes 

will be posted to the City website. 
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A B C D E F G H I J
Potential City Landmark/National Registry Applicants

Address/Location Source Origin Significance Razed? Y/N

120 E. Adams Hansen - Home 1882 John T. Johnson house Y
304 E. Adams Hansen - Home 1838/9 Samuel M. Wite house N
317 E. Adams Hansen - Home 1884 George DeWitt house N
326 E. Adams Hansen - Home 1852 (a) Henry F. Merry house N
330 E. Adams Hansen - Home 1852 (b) Henry F. Merry house N
421 E. Adams Hansen - Home 1847 Louis Stanislaus house N
413 Columbus Ave. Hansen - Home 1852 Albertus MsNeil house Y
513 Columbus Ave. Hansen - Home 1870 James D. Parker House Y
517 Columbus Ave. Hansen - Home 1859 George Stahl House Y
525 Columbus Ave. Damm/Hansen 1855 Thomas Dempsey house N
527 Columbus Ave. Damm/Hansen 1855 William Farrell N
603 Columbus Ave. Hansen - Home 1861 Peter Gilcher Stone House Y
633 Columbus Ave. Hansen - Home 1869 Gottlieb Epple House Y
1421 Columbus Ave. Hansen - Home 1880 William H. Gilcher house N
222-224 Wayne St. Hansen - Home 1840 Dewaldt Boarding House Y
502 Wayne St. Hansen - Home 1840 James H. Bell house Y
507 Wayne St. Hansen - Home 1850 W.W. Wetherell house Y
628 Wayne St. Hansen - Home 1872 Anton Buderus house N
702 Wayne St. Hansen - Home 1884 Jacob Hosmer house N
708 Wayne St. Hansen - Home 1877 John C. Kinney house N
714 Wayne St. Hansen - Home 1891 John T. Mack house N
1015 Wayne St. Damm 1871 Michael Callan house N
1021 Wayne St. Damm 1890 Nelson Hunt house N
319 Lawrence Hansen - Home 1838 Melville  - Milne house
325 Lawrence Hansen - Home 1840 George Wallance house
429 Lawrence Damm 1849 Merry-Westfall house
115 Hancock Hansen - Home 1884 Herman Engels house
332-34 Hancock Hansen - Home 1847 William DeWitt houses
412 Hancock Hansen - Home 1867 Edgar Waye house
418 Franklin Damm 1907 C. Koehler house
403 Fulton Hansen - Home 1878 William Robertson house
814 Second St. Damm 1855 M. Zommerman house
1019 First St. Hansen - Home 1855 Antoine Delor house
234 E. Washington Hansen - Home 1890 Simpson house
536 E. Washington Hansen - Home 1848 Thomas McGee house
404 W. Washington Hansen - Home 1851 D.T. Kramer house
609 W. Washington Hansen - Home 1882 "The Gillard"
?W. Market Hansen - Home ? "West Market Place" See page 65
503 Camp Hansen - Home 1863 H. Zimmerman house
410 Warren Hansen - Home 1835 Ogdon Mallory house
918 W. Monroe Hansen - Home 1872 C. Schnaitter house
519 Huron Hansen - Home 1849 J. Wadsworth houses
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