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City of Sandusky, Ohio 
Planning Commission Report 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

The City of Sandusky has submitted the following application, below is the information that is 
relevant to this application: 

Applicant: City of Sandusky 
222 Meigs Street 
Sandusky, Ohio 44870 

Applicable Plans & Regulations: City of Sandusky Downtown Design Review Guidelines 

DESCRIPTION 

The City Commission created the Downtown Design Review District in order to 1) maintain and 
enhance the distinctive character of the Downtown by safeguarding the architectural integrity of the 
various period structures within it, and to prevent intrusions and alterations within this district that 
would be incompatible with this established character, 2) maintain and enhance the distinctive 
character of the properties in the Downtown by safeguarding the architectural integrity of the various 
period structures, and 3) to provide for a means of design review for other aspects of community 
development within the Downtown area that will be of any assistance in achieving a more pleasing 
environment for the residents of and visitors to the City, as well as prospective businesses and 
developers. 

Purpose: There are two proposed amendments to the Downtown Sandusky Design Review 
Guidelines. The first is changing the name of the guidelines to the Sandusky Preservation Design 
Guidelines, to be in accordance with language in the Landmark Preservation chapter of the Zoning 
Code. The second is regarding outdoor patio fencing in downtown Sandusky. In order to maintain 
the historic character of the area, the Landmark Commission has expressed a desire to regulate patio 
fencing and ensure that the design of such fencing is visually consistent throughout downtown. The 
proposed amendment is also intended to ensure that the fencing is made of durable materials so that 
it remains in a state of good repair as best as possible.  
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Items for Consideration: Amendments to the Downtown Sandusky Design Review Guidelines. 

1) The name of the guidelines shall be changed from the Downtown Sandusky Design Review
Guidelines to the Sandusky Preservation Design Guidelines.

2) The Fencing, Walls, and Screening of Outside Storage Areas section of the Guidelines shall state
the following. Proposed amendment is colored in red.

Guidelines: 

• Repair and maintain historic fencing materials, especially cast- and wrought-iron fences.
• Fencing surrounding outdoor dining areas, on sidewalks, alleyways, and private property that
is viewable from the right-of-way, shall be made of heavy-duty metal (steel, iron, or solid
aluminum) and colored black. They shall be sturdy and stable. The fence shall be at least 50%
open to allow visibility to and from the street and they shall not create visual or physical obstacles
or hazards to adjacent buildings or pedestrian travel. Outdoor dining areas shall not exceed 60%
of the sidewalk width and at least 60 inches of unobstructed corridor space must be maintained
for sidewalk pedestrian traffic. The height of the fence shall be at least 36 inches and not exceed
42 inches and the bottom edge of the fence shall be a maximum 6 inches above the sidewalk
surface.
• Try to solve privacy and security needs with traditional wood or metal materials, as well as
through landscaping. Avoid masonry walls.
• In fence construction, use traditional forms: picket fences are appropriate, as are plain board
fences (vertical boards nailed side by side on parallel stringers). For side yards, traditional loop-
top wire fencing is both available and appropriate, as is simple iron fencing in historic designs.
• Wood fences should be painted or stained with an opaque stain compatible with the house's
colors and should not be left to weather.
• Avoid inappropriate fence designs such as chain link, stockade, shadow board, basket weave,
and other contemporary designs.
• Never use electric fences, barbed wire or razor ribbon fencing.
• Always place the front side of the fence toward the street; the structural posts and stringers
should be on the inside of the fence.
• Keep high fencing at the rear of the property, with lower fences near the front of the lot.
Avoid obscuring views of the building; consider holding the fence back somewhat from the street
or sidewalk, and providing a small planting strip to soften the visual
impact of the fence. A maximum fence height of three to four feet along the street is most
appropriate; rear yard fences should be a maximum of six feet high.
• Remember that any fence over six feet in total height will require a zoning variance.
• Outside areas used for the storage of equipment and materials, dumpsters, other trash
receptacles, and utility boxes/HVAC units should be screened from street view using appropriate
fencing, walls, and/or evergreen landscaping materials.
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CONCLUSION/RECOMMENDATION 

In conclusion, planning staff recommends that Planning Commission adopt the proposed 
amendments to the Downtown Sandusky Design Review Guidelines.   
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The City of Sandusky has submitted the following application, below is the information that is relevant to this application:

Applicant:
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Sandusky, Ohio 44870

Applicable Plans & Regulations:

City of Sandusky Downtown Design Review Guidelines

Description

The City Commission created the Downtown Design Review District in order to 1) maintain and enhance the distinctive character of the Downtown by safeguarding the architectural integrity of the various period structures within it, and to prevent intrusions and alterations within this district that would be incompatible with this established character, 2) maintain and enhance the distinctive character of the properties in the Downtown by safeguarding the architectural integrity of the various period structures, and 3) to provide for a means of design review for other aspects of community development within the Downtown area that will be of any assistance in achieving a more pleasing environment for the residents of and visitors to the City, as well as prospective businesses and developers.

Purpose: There are two proposed amendments to the Downtown Sandusky Design Review Guidelines. The first is changing the name of the guidelines to the Sandusky Preservation Design Guidelines, to be in accordance with language in the Landmark Preservation chapter of the Zoning Code. The second is regarding outdoor patio fencing in downtown Sandusky. In order to maintain the historic character of the area, the Landmark Commission has expressed a desire to regulate patio fencing and ensure that the design of such fencing is visually consistent throughout downtown. The proposed amendment is also intended to ensure that the fencing is made of durable materials so that it remains in a state of good repair as best as possible. 

Items for Consideration: Amendments to the Downtown Sandusky Design Review Guidelines.  


1) The name of the guidelines shall be changed from the Downtown Sandusky Design Review Guidelines to the Sandusky Preservation Design Guidelines.

2) The Fencing, Walls, and Screening of Outside Storage Areas section of the Guidelines shall state the following. Proposed amendment is colored in red. 

Guidelines:


•
Repair and maintain historic fencing materials, especially cast- and wrought-iron fences.


•
Fencing surrounding outdoor dining areas, on sidewalks, alleyways, and private property that is viewable from the right-of-way, shall be made of heavy-duty metal (steel, iron, or solid aluminum) and colored black. They shall be sturdy and stable. The fence shall be at least 50% open to allow visibility to and from the street and they shall not create visual or physical obstacles or hazards to adjacent buildings or pedestrian travel. Outdoor dining areas shall not exceed 60% of the sidewalk width and at least 60 inches of unobstructed corridor space must be maintained for sidewalk pedestrian traffic. The height of the fence shall be at least 36 inches and not exceed 42 inches and the bottom edge of the fence shall be a maximum 6 inches above the sidewalk surface. 

•
Try to solve privacy and security needs with traditional wood or metal materials, as well as through landscaping. Avoid masonry walls.


•
In fence construction, use traditional forms: picket fences are appropriate, as are plain board fences (vertical boards nailed side by side on parallel stringers). For side yards, traditional loop-top wire fencing is both available and appropriate, as is simple iron fencing in historic designs.


•
Wood fences should be painted or stained with an opaque stain compatible with the house's colors and should not be left to weather.


•
Avoid inappropriate fence designs such as chain link, stockade, shadow board, basket weave, and other contemporary designs.


•
Never use electric fences, barbed wire or razor ribbon fencing.


•
Always place the front side of the fence toward the street; the structural posts and stringers should be on the inside of the fence.


•
Keep high fencing at the rear of the property, with lower fences near the front of the lot. Avoid obscuring views of the building; consider holding the fence back somewhat from the street or sidewalk, and providing a small planting strip to soften the visual


impact of the fence. A maximum fence height of three to four feet along the street is most appropriate; rear yard fences should be a maximum of six feet high.


•
Remember that any fence over six feet in total height will require a zoning variance.


•
Outside areas used for the storage of equipment and materials, dumpsters, other trash receptacles, and utility boxes/HVAC units should be screened from street view using appropriate fencing, walls, and/or evergreen landscaping materials.

conclusion/recommendation


In conclusion, planning staff recommends that Planning Commission adopt the proposed amendments to the Downtown Sandusky Design Review Guidelines.  
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