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Abstract 

The purpose of this research is to support the city of San Juan Bautista with their plastic ban 

ordinance that will be voted on by City Council in 2020. This research consisted of making 

businesses aware of the ban, identifying questions and concerns about the ban, and helping 

businesses by recommending alternatives for single-use plastics that are cost efficient. Our group 
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utilized mixed methods such as semi-formal interviews, phone interviews, and surveys. The 

survey allowed us to collect information on what type of single-use plastics restaurants in San 

Juan Bautista are using and if any businesses have begun to phase out the use of single-use 

plastics. We hope that our data provides useful information for businesses to comply with the 

upcoming ordinance that will restrict the use of certain plastics. Our group worked to gather 

resources and materials that will support business compliance for the ban by finding cost-

efficient plastic alternatives. 

Introduction 

Our capstone group assisted the City of San Juan Bautista with an ordinance entitled “Banning 

the use of Certain Plastics and Establishing a Sustainable Food Service Ware and Retail Bag 

Ordinance.” The ordinance is set to be reviewed by San Juan Bautista’s City Council in January 

of 2020 by the time the work of our group is completed.  

Plastics have revolutionized utility across the world, however, since this revolution, plastic has 

polluted waterways, impacted landfills and recycling centers, and caused significant health issues 

in humans. Plastic pollution has become a major problem worldwide because plastic is not 

biodegradable so it remains in the natural environment for long periods of time. Aside from the 

polluting aspect of plastics, the manufacturing of plastic also contributes to climate change 

because it requires extracting fossil fuels from the Earth.  

The state of California has been a leader toward reducing their plastic consumption by passing 

state and local legislation to reduce the use of single-use plastics. The purpose of our partnership 

with the city of San Juan Bautista was to help the city gather data from local business on their 

plastic usage, knowledge of the plastic ban ordinance, and willingness and concerns about 

transitions to more sustainable alternatives to plastic. We also reviewed the city’s drafted 

ordinance, provided revisions, and educated businesses on plastic alternatives and informed them 

about the ordinance. 

Background 

Recology  
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Recology is a nationwide waste management company that provides collection services to all of 

San Benito County, including the city of San Juan Bautista. In San Benito County, Recology 

provides garbage, recyclables, and green waste services, including food waste, to all residents 

and businesses. This is significant because many other nearby cities and counties do not provide 

curbside collection for food waste and other compostable materials, which means these materials 

end up in landfills where they release methane, a greenhouse gas that is 20 times more potent 

than carbon dioxide in terms of warming potential. The vision at Recology is to create a world 

with less waste by developing and discovering sustainable resources, and recovery practices that 

can be implemented around the world. Recology aims to attain their vision by building 

exceptional Resource Ecosystems – ones that both protect the environment while sustaining the 

local community. This would be a ‘closed loop’ ecosystem that makes it possible for the 

communities that Recology serves to achieve high landfill diversion and meet sustainability 

goals. San Benito County’s green waste are delivered to Recology’s open air composting facility, 

South Valley Organics, located in Gilroy where it is transformed into nutrient dense compost. 

 

Evolution of Plastics 

Around 1970, plastic waste was recognized and recorded in the ocean, yet, political involvement 

against plastic pollution did not start until the 1980’s (Lemons, 2018). After the recognition of 

plastic pollution in the ocean, recycling facilities began to focus less on reduction and reuse and 

more on how to limit pollution (Lemons, 2018). As recycling centers strengthened and 

developed, plastics became more apparent with the establishment of plastic bags in the United 

States in 1979 (Lemons, 2018). Shortly after the introduction of plastic bags, they began to 

replace paper bags in grocery stores because they were cheaper (Lemons, 2018). By 1978, plastic 

bottles began to materialize worldwide (Kiener, 2010). After plastic bags and plastic bottles, 

single-use plastics became more apparent and versatile, increasing global production (Kiener, 

2010).  
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San Francisco, CA was the first city to enact a plastic ban in April 2007. San Francisco banned 

plastic bags from grocery stores and pharmacies. This plastic bag ban was extended in 2011 to 

include retail stores and restaurants in 2013. San Francisco also implemented a ban on 

polystyrene (Styrofoam), including toys, packaging, and cups in 2017 (Reilly, 2016). After the 

implementation of the Expanded Polystyrene Foam (EPS) ban, San Francisco recorded a 36% 

decrease in EPS pollution (Clean Water Action, 2011). San Francisco’s ordinance on banning 

large grocery stores and pharmacies from giving customers plastic bags opened up market up for 

more alternatives to plastics.   

The reason plastics have become a larger pollution problem than other materials such as paper 

and wood is because plastics do not naturally decay; this is because they do not have a chemical 

reaction with many other substances. Recycling provides a method of reuse, although plastics 

can only be recycled a limited amount of times. Alternatives to plastic that can completely 

biodegrade are much better for the environment (Freudenrich, 2007). Between 22% 

and 43% of plastic all around the globe ends up in landfills. Recyclable plastics are sent to a 

sorting facility to be sorted, then cleaned and processed into materials that may be used in a 

variety of ways. Plastic that is sent to be recycled after it is sorted at recycling facilities are often 

shipped out to other countries with lenient recycling policies (Gourmelon, 2015). Recyclable 

products are bought and sold just like any other raw material.  

 

Plastics are categorized by numbers one to seven depending on their manufacturing process. 

Plastic #1 is PETE/ 01 PET, which stands for polyethylene terephthalate, #2 is HDPE, high 

density polyethylene/02 PE-HE, #3 is V/03 PVC, poly(vinyl chloride), #4 is LDPE, low density 

polyethylene/04 PE-LD, #5 is PP/05 PP, polypropylene, #6 is PS/06 PS, polystyrene, and #7 is 

OTHER/07 O for other resins (EPA, 2019).  Monterey Regional Waste Management District, the 

material recovery facility that processes recyclables for the city of San Juan Bautista, is currently 

accepting plastics #1, #2, and #5. Materials accepted at different material recovery facilities are 

based on the type of equipment they have to sort and process, as well as the domestic and 

international markets for each type of material. 
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Biodegradables vs Compostables 

Biodegradables plastics can fully decompose into carbon dioxide, methane, water, biomass and 

inorganic compounds. This happens during aerobic or anaerobic conditions, along with the help 

of living organisms (Krzan, 2012).  Biodegradable plastics are usually manufactured from 

renewable and nonrenewable sources (Krzan, 2012). Compostable plastics also have capacity to 

biodegrade. The word compostable indicates that a material can be fully broken down in a 

certain environment, meaning they will biodegrade specifically under the right composting 

conditions. For a biodegradable item to be considered compostable, it must break down in a 

single composting cycle.  When restaurants are choosing alternatives to plastics, they should 

ensure plastics are certified compostable. Alternatives to traditional plastics are often labeled as 

“biodegradable”, however this term is not regulated and does not indicate under what conditions 

the material will biodegrade.  

 

Food Service Plastics and Film 

The 3 main types of plastics most commonly found in the food service industry are compostable 

plastics, bio-based plastic (bio-plastics), and lastly thermoplastics. The most commonly found 

and preferred environmentally-friendly plastic is certified compostable plastic which can 

undergo degradation by biological processes during composting to yield carbon dioxide, water, 

inorganic compounds and biomass at a rate consistent with naturally occurring compostable 

materials which leaves no visible, distinguishable or toxic residue (ASTM, 2004). In the last 

decade, the push towards environmentally friendly plastics has led to bio-based plastic, more 

commonly known as bioplastics. Bioplastics are made primarily from a bio-based material, such 

as corn, sugar, or starch as opposed to a fossil-based carbon. However some bio-based products 

have both plant-based and oil-based materials (ASTM, 2004).  The scientific progression in 

bioplastics has led to the invention of thermoplastics, which are a mix of complex starches and 

composite plastics that are derived from blending starch from plant-based products with other 

plastics (bio-based and/or oil-based) (ASTM, 2004).” However some of the end products of 

thermoplastics are biodegradable and some are not within a single composting cycle. 

 

These 3 types of environmentally friendly plastics have pros and cons when it comes to different 

uses like holding hot or cold food. Thus plastic companies are developing new technologies and 
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techniques that are more environmentally friendly and cost effective. When it comes to 

compostable style plastics, companies use a waxy substance liner that is added to protect the 

material from getting wet and leaking through. These waxing substances include, but are not 

limited to, paraffin wax (petroleum or vegetable based), low density polyethylene (LDPE), and 

soybean wax. These waxes, which are the most commonly used, are not environmentally friendly 

because they are either petroleum based or some type of oil based which are known to be hard 

for microbes to digest within commercial composting sites. In the case of Low-Density 

Polyethylene (LDPE), it has been scientifically shown to not biodegrade at all, but instead it 

fragments into smaller micro sized pieces.  

Composting Process 

The process of compost can be broken down into five main parts, which according to the 

Environmental Protection Agency, are feedstock and nutrient balance, particle size, moisture 

content, oxygen flow, and temperature. Feedstock and nutrient balance is about having the 

proper balance of what is considered green and brown organics. Green organics are any organic 

material that holds a large amount of nitrogen like food scraps or grass clippings.  Brown 

organics are comprised of large amounts of carbon but have little to no nitrogen.  Examples of 

brown organics are dry leaves and wood chips. Particle size plays a huge role in the process of 

composting because raw material is shredded to increase the surface area of the material on 

which microorganisms can feed. The reason why you want to have small-sized pieces is to 

produce a more homogeneous compost mixture and improve insulation to help regulate 

temperature and air flow. Moisture content is important because the microorganisms that live in 

the compost pile need water to circulate nutrient substances to the microbes. Oxygen flow is 

enhanced when compost is turned and bulking agents like wood chips or shredded newspaper are 

added to help aerate the decomposition of the pile. However, turning the piles too much will dry 

out quickly and eventually kill the microorganisms and stop the composting process. 

Temperature control might be the most important part of the compost process because 

microorganisms living within the compost pile must live in a temperature range of 120 °F to 140 

°F to survive. The microbial activity depends on the temperature of the pile which controls the 

process of composting.  
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4 Stages of Compost at South Valley Organics: 

  

Image 1 Fresh stage                                                     Image 2 Partially decomposed 

 

 Image 3 Maturity Stage                                               Image 4 Mineralization Phase  

 

Policy Context 

 As previously stated, San Francisco was the first city in California to implement policies on 

single use plastics. It was the first major city in the nation to ban plastic bags in 2007.  This 

would be the start of future policies all over the nation in favor of banning single use plastic bags 

(Steinmetz, 2014). 
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Policy SB 270 went into effect in 2014 and was implemented in July 2015.  It states that recyclable paper 

and compostable bags will be no less than $0.10 for sale at check out.  In July 2016, establishments that 

sell food and drinks could charge for bags, and other stores have the option of doing the same (SB 270, 

2014). 

Policy SB 228 went into effect in 2010. By the beginning of July 2011, it required that manufacturers of 

compostable products meeting a specific set of standards. These standards are to make the bag “readily 

and easily identifiable.”  The bags need to be labeled with a certified label for compostable plastics.  

Additionally, the bags need to be of a certain color to tell them apart from regular plastic bags (SB 228, 

2010). 

Policy SB 2449 requires businesses to have an in-store recycling program for clean plastic bags.  A bin 

for these bags would be needed in all stores that would be participating in this policy.  The plastic bags 

that would be distributed from businesses would have to have specific language on them so customers 

know that they can bring them back to the business and have them recycled (SB 2449, 2006). 

These policies helped us to see what other areas were doing to combat plastics.  It also gave us ideas for 

the revision and editing process of San Juan Bautista’s ordinance.  During the revision process of their 

ordinance we suggested that they make it more clear and concise as to what is being implemented and 

asked of the businesses in the city.  Our group suggested an enforcement section and a clear list of what 

will and will not be acceptable with the ordinance.   

 

Year Policy Effect 

2014 SB 270 As of July 1, 2015, certain large stores are prohibited from providing a 

single-use plastic carryout bag to a customer, unless the retailer makes 

that bag available for $0.10 and certain conditions are met. 

2011 SB 228 Requires manufacturers of compostable plastic bags to ensure that the 

bag is readily and easily identifiable from other bags. Prohibits a 

compostable plastic bag sold in the state from displaying a chasing 

arrow resin identification code or recycling symbol in any form. 

2006 AB 2449 Retail stores must adopt an at-store recycling program. Plastic bags 

used at retailers must have clearly printed “Please Return to a 

Participating Store for Recycling” on the bag. 

the link with table information 

http://www.ncsl.org/research/environment-and-natural-resources/plastic-bag-legislation.aspx
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Stakeholder Perspectives 

The stakeholders that are involved with the plastic ban ordinance are the 48 businesses, 

community members, the city council members, and Recology. The 48 businesses will all be 

affected in different capacities. Stores such as antique and retail shops will have to begin phasing 

out single-use plastic bags.  Food businesses will be impacted by the ordinance because they will 

need to change much of their takeout ware and utensils. Community members will also be 

affected because they will either have to bring their own bags or pay a fee to purchase a reusable 

one. Recology will be affected because with businesses changing to plastic alternatives, they 

need to make sure businesses are purchasing products that can compost in their facility within 

the 90- to 120-day cycle.  Otherwise it will be adding extra work to their facility.  

   

Methods 

Our group conducted structured interviews which consisted of a small survey and verbal 

communication. The interviews were conducted in person and over the phone. We asked a series 

of questions with the goal of understanding each business’s knowledge of sustainable business 

practices. Photovoice was used to capture the characteristics of what businesses are already 

doing to reduce to plastic use. We used google form to collect our survey, and a pen and 

notebook to write down any additional information. We also mapped out the businesses using 

GPS points and GIS ArcMap program in order to create a map of San Juan Bautista and the 

businesses we visited. 

We developed the survey with the assistance of Environmental Studies Professor, Dr. Victoria 

Derr.  

Survey

Business Name * 

Business Phone Number * 

How long have you been in 

business for? 

0-1 years, 2-5 years, 6-10 years, 11- 

more years 

Which of the following do you 

currently use in your business? 
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Plastic straws, Plastic take-out boxes, 

Plant fiber take-out boxes, Cardboard 

take-out boxes, Styrofoam take-out 

boxes, Plastic Cups, Paper cups, 

Plastic Lids, Plant-Based Plastics, 

Plastic utensils, Plastic Bags, 

Styrofoam Cups, Other 

Do you feel single-use plastics are 

essential to your business? 

Do not use/ Essential to my business 

Have you thought of transitioning 

to reusables or BPI Certified 

compostable items? 

Yes, No, I already have transitioned 

Have you considered becoming a 

Certified California Green 

Business? 

Yes, No, I do not know what that is/ 

what it takes to become a Green 

Business 

I am already a Certified California 

Green Business 

Is there a distributor you are 

currently using for alternatives to 

plastic? If yes, what distributor? 

If yes, are the alternatives: 

Costing significantly less 

money/Costing significantly more 

money 

Are there any concerns you have 

regarding switching away from 

single-use plastics? 

Do you know if other businesses in 

your area transitioned to plastic 

alternatives? 

Yes, No 

If yes, which businesses? 

How would you rate your 

knowledge of compostable 

products? 

No knowledge, Ample knowledge 

How would you rate your 

knowledge of Single-Use Plastics? 

Limited knowledge of alternative 

sources/ Ample knowledge of 

alternative sources 

Are you aware of the Plastic Ban 

Ordinance that is going into effect 

in the January 2020? 

Yes, No, I have limited knowledge 

on the ordinance 

To what extent would you like to 

know about the Plastic Ban 

Ordinance? 

What alternatives I can use, What 

materials I can no longer use, How 

will this affect my business 

How would like to receive 

information regarding the 2020 

Plastic Ban Ordinance? 

Paper flyers, Paper via Mail, via 

Email, via Website, Table tents 

(informational tabling), I do not want 

to receive information on the 

ordinance 

What would you like to know 

about the distributors that have 

eco-friendly alternatives to 

plastics? 
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How much money I can save, The 

longevity of the products in storage, 

Are there any hazards with their 

products 

Would you like to receive 

recommendations of distributors 

that provide cost-efficient and eco-

friendly alternatives to plastics? 

Yes, No 

How would you like to receive 

information about the different 

distributors? 

Paper flyers, Paper via Mail, via 

Email, I do not want to receive 

information about other distributors

Figure : GIS ArcMap: The buildings are the businesses that were surveyed. 

 

 

Results 

We had two weeks to survey the businesses, the first week was during Thanksgiving break 

(when a majority of the businesses were closed) and the following week. Out of the 48 

businesses in San Juan Bautista, we decided to contact 20 businesses. Of those 20 businesses, 16 

completed the survey.  
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We found that 13 out of the 16 business that we surveyed have thought of transitioning to 

reusable or BPI Certified compostable items. We found that nearly 7 out of the 16 businesses we 

surveyed were aware of the plastic ban ordinance. We found that 15 out of the 16 businesses we 

surveyed would like to receive recommendations of distributors that provide cost-effective and 

eco-friendly alternative to plastics. 

  

Figure 1: Transitioning to plastic alternatives. 

 

Figure 2: Awareness of plastic ban ordinance 
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Figure 3: Receiving information of plastic alternative distributors 

For the photovoice method we wanted to capture the 

characteristics of Recology’s compost facility, as well as 

highlight the positive things the businesses and the city of 

San Juan Bautista are doing to reduce their plastic usage.  

 

Alternatives for Businesses  

Margo's Ice Cream Parlor providing 

glasses for water instead of plastic cups. 
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 There are many single-use plastics that are still being used by businesses in California. Some 

have considered switching to single-use plastic alternatives. The most 

common alternatives are compostable goods, such as cups, utensils, 

straws and different sizes of to-go containers. These goods are made 

of paper, birch wood, bamboo, wheat straw pulp, wheat, polylactic 

acid (PLA), PLA with plant plastic, biopolymer, recycled paper with 

PLA lining, and palm leaf. During our visit to South Valley Organics, 

we learned that the facility has difficulties breaking down the BPI-

certified plant plastics made from PLA or biopolymer in the food 

ware products in a single compost cycle. Because of this problem, 

our group recommended fiber-based to-go ware because there is a 

higher probability of these to break down in time at the compost 

facility. Acceptable compostable service wear that we recommend 

are Birchware, Eco-Products, Leafware Dinnerware and Good 

Packaging. Birchware products manufactures from 100 percent birch trees, they contain no dyes, 

bleches, or glazes. Eco Products are manufactured by 100 percent renewable and reclaimed 

resources like bamboo and recycled plastics. Leafware products are manufactured by fallen 

leaves that are carefully harvested, hygienically cleaned and pressed into various shapes. Good 

Packaging products are manufactured by renewable plant fibers such as wheat straw and plant 

starch. 

Recommendation 

Recommended Ordinance Edits 

For San Juan Bautista’s Environmentally Acceptable Food Service Ware and Retail Bag 

ordinance we recommend that the title be simplified to “Sustainable food ware and retail bags.” 

We recommend findings and an objective be included in this ordinance to help businesses and 

the rest of the community understand why this ordinance is important. A goals section should 

also be included to clearly define what the town wants to see from the businesses and overall 

environmental benefits. We suggest that there should be a clear timeline included for businesses 

to implement changes.    
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We recommend that BPI be clearly defined in the definitions. The term “businesses” is not 

defined which could be misinterpreted as to whether the ordinance will include grocery stores, 

retail business, etc.  “Compostable plastics” and “plant plastics” should be distinguished from the 

term “plastic”.  When defining “recyclable”, we recommend specifying “our local recycling 

program” because that is how we determine what materials will be accepted. We also 

recommend adding a section on per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) chemicals because 

they are not going to be allowed in BPI certificated compostable products in 2020. PFAS are the 

hydrophobic film in paper box and straws that make cardboard and paper waterproof. It is a 

chemical that accumulates in the body and can cause health effects. 

In section 5-28.2 Prohibited Disposable Food Service Ware, section A1, we suggest adding 

polystyrene foam products commonly referred by the name “styrofoam” to avoid any confusion. 

In part B3 sugar cane is mentioned, however sugar cane will need to be removed from this 

because of contamination by per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS chemicals) that will not 

allow BPI certification in the future. In part 4A, we recommend removing the language stating 

that individuals “self identifying or having to “self identify” because we believe this would 

compromise Americans with Disabilities Accommodations.  

In section 5-28.3 part A, we suggest adding an incentive for businesses to switch to BPI 

certified and compostable materials over plastics. In part B, we highly recommend creating some 

form of enforcement section. The section currently states “All persons are encouraged…” but 

without enforcement, why would businesses choose to change to BPI certified and compostable 

ware? 

In section 5-28.4, part A, we recommend adding “upon request”.  For example, “A reusable bag 

or a recycled bag may be provided to the consumer upon request.” Also, we noticed that the 

ordinance reads “single use carryout bag”, but there is no specification as to what type of bag 

whether it is plant based, paper, plastic, etc.  In part A1, we recommend potentially lowering the 

percentage to 80%, because we do not have findings about revenue for all businesses and 

whomever would be enforcing this ordinance would have to know the financials of each 

business. In part B, we recommend changing the bag fee to a minimum of $0.25 as it is more 

substantial and provides more of an incentive to bring in their own bags.  
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After our capstone project is over, Recology could follow up with a similar survey for all 

the businesses in San Juan Bautista to check if they all made the switch to compostable food-

ware. Recology can also host environmental events for all the businesses in San Juan Bautista in 

order to inform them which compostable food ware is allowed and the specifics of the ordinance.         

 

Conclusion 

With the growing demand to reduce the usage of plastic, it was important for our group to assist 

the city of San Juan Bautista in order to gather data on their businesses’ thoughts on eliminating 

the use of plastic. We suggest that Recology follow up with a similar survey for all the 

businesses in San Juan Bautista to ensure that they all made the switch to compostable food 

ware. Recology can also host an event for all the businesses in San Juan Bautista in order to 

inform them of updates for compostable food-ware and ordinance. With the majority of the 

businesses wanting to change and reduce how much plastic they use, the city can potentially 

become a model for other surrounding cities and encourage similar reductions in plastics use 

elsewhere. 
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City of San Juan Bautista
Requirements for Food Service Ware

REQUIREMENTS FOR FOOD PROVIDERS AND SPECIAL EVENT
PARTICIPANTS BEGINNING MARCH 17, 2020

Dine-In Services

Compostable straws only upon request 

Dine-Out Services

Compostable food service ware and accessories 

Plastic food service ware #1-#5

Plastic straws may be made available upon special request 

(must be BPI Certified- bpiworld.org)

 

Persons and establishments not mentioned are encouraged to

use and distribute reusable food service ware OR

compostable/recyclable food ware

Discontinue the use of styrofoam in non-prepared foods and

other items

 

Compostable Straws without request

Disposable food service ware when providing dine-in services

Polystyrene (styrofoam) for prepared foods

Food service ware that is not recyclable or compostable 

Prohib i ted

Allowed

Encouraged

For more questions and information contact (831) 623-4661

60 day grace period for compliance

This flyer was created by San Benito County's Integrated Waste Management Regional Agency.



To  require  and  encourage  food  service  ware  that

eliminates  the  distribution  of  single-use  plastics  in  order

to  reduce  l itter ,  improve  public  health ,  and  prevent

pollution .  

What is the purpose of this ordinance?

A  written  request  for   a  one  year  exemption  may  be  made

to  the  City  Manager .

May I request an exemption?

Email  Recology  at  sbcwz@recology .com  or  reference

recology .com/recology-san-benito-county/what-bin  

How do I know what is recyclable?

Food  service  ware  are  products  used  for  consuming ,

packaging ,  serving ,  and  transporting  ready-to-consume

food  and  beverages .  This  includes  but  is  not  l imited  to

utensils ,  straws ,  stirrers ,  plates ,  bowls ,  cups ,  l ids ,  trays ,

boxes ,  and  containers .  

What is considered food service ware?

The  best  way  to  search  for  compostable  products  is
through  BPI 's  search  engine  at  bpiworld .org

Where can I find BPI Certified Compostable food service
ware?

All  persons  operating  within ,  at ,  or  upon  any  City  Facility ,

as  well  as  food  providers  and  special  event  participants

operating  withing  city  l imits .  

Who do these regulations apply to?

FAQs

For more questions and information contact (831) 623-4661

TO  BE  DETERMINED

What happens if I don't comply?

This flyer was created by San Benito County's Integrated Waste Management Regional Agency.



Retail Bag Regulations
NO single use plastic bag distribution

Retail establishments must charge 25 cents for a

recycled paper bag or a reusable bag

Retail establishments must show bag charges on

customer receipts

Reusable bags

Recycled paper bags

Containing no old growth fiber and a minimum

of 40% post-consumer recycled content

100% Recyclable

Clearly labeled "reusable", "recyclable" and with 

percentage of post-consumer recycled content

What is allowed?

The charge does NOT apply to EBT, WIC, CalFresh, or other government-

subsidized purchase programs.

Retail bag requirements do NOT apply to food providers, restaurants, and

special event participants.

City of San Juan Bautista
New Retail Bag Requirements

REQUIREMENTS FOR RETAIL ESTABLISHMENTS 
BEGINNING MARCH 17 , 2020

For more questions and information contact (831) 623-4661
This flyer was created by San Benito County's Integrated Waste Management Regional Agency.

60 day grace period for compliance



FAQs

Retail  Establishment  or  Retail  Store  means  all  sales ,

outlets ,  stores ,  shops ,  vechiles ,  non-profits ,  resale

businesses  or  other  places  of  businesses  located

within  the  City  that  operate  primarily  to  sell  or  convey

goods  directyto  the  ultimate  consumer .

What is considered a retail establishment?

TO  BE  DETERMINED  

What happens if I don't comply?

A   reusable  bag  is  defined  as  cloth  or  other  machine

washable  fabric  that  has  handles ,  or  a  durable  plastic  bag

with  handles  at  least  2 .25  mil  thick  and  specifically

designed  and  manufactured  for  reuse .  

What is considered a reusable bag?

Use  up  plastic  inventory  during  grace  period  leading  up  to

May  15 ,  2020 .  After  which  you  can  consider  returning  bags

to  the  manufacturer  for  recycling .

What do I do with my current inventory?

The  ordinance  does  not  apply  to  produce/meat ,

newspaper ,  dry  cleaning ,  take-out ,  and  small  paper  bags .

Are there other exemptions?

Ask  your  supplier  i f  they  supply  bags  that  meet  new

requirements .    

Where can I find compliant bags?

A  written  request  for  a  one  year  exemption  may  be  made

to  the  City  Manager .

May I request an exemption?

For more questions and information contact (831) 623-4661
This flyer was created by San Benito County's Integrated Waste Management Regional Agency.
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