
 

 
 
The Board of Selectmen’s budget intake hearings 
and our workshops are now complete and we 
have a fairly good idea of where the bottom line 
of the budget will be, or close to it. I will have to 

plug in the exact numbers in a later column, but overall, with both the Town and Education budget together we are 
looking to offer Sherman taxpayers another tax decrease. The mill rate decrease will be somewhere between 1.8% 
and 1.2% as there remains at least two primary budget items still not completely resolved.  
 
On the Town budget side we made every effort to trim line items as tight as possible. We even discontinued our mem-
berships in two organization: The Northwest Conservation District and the Connecticut Council of Municipalities 
(CCM). This saved only $3,250, but every dollar is important. Both budgets – Town and Education – show slight in-
creases in expenses. The exact numbers are not in yet, but roughly, the Town budget was slightly higher by less than 
1% and the Education budget increased by 3.71%. The Board of Selectmen (BOS) acting as Board of Finance (BOF) has 
put in a request to the Board of Education to reduce its $9, 499,446 budget by $70,000. This should put the Education 
budget at roughly a 3% increase.  
 
The Public Hearing for the budgets is scheduled for March 29 at 7pm in Mallory Town Hall. This is an opportunity to 
ask questions and make comments on the budget. The budget referendum, the vote on the Town/Education budgets, 
is all day in-person on April 29 in Charter Hall from 8am to 8pm. 
 
The reason we are able to offer taxpayers another tax decrease is because of much higher than expected revenue 
which offsets the slight increase in the expense side of the budgets. Eventually, when everything comes in, we will be 
able to show this in exact numbers.  The BOS/BOF reasons that this budget, with its tax decrease, sets a baseline 
budget that is necessary as we face a possible and significant tax increase with upcoming capital expenses.  
 
This baseline budget is the result of 4 previous years’ decreases and shows an approximately 12% cumulative tax de-
crease over the last six budgets. That’s all good news, but the BOS/BOF understands the impending possibility of sig-
nificant future tax increases associated with the Sherman School building repair project and these last five years of tax 
decreases are preparation for those possible future tax consequences.   
 
In the coming weeks, more will be revealed by the Sherman School Building Committee about the potential costs of 
that project. The committee plans at least two more public forums prior to holding a referendum. At that point, we 
will know what to prepare for financially if the school repair referendum passes and gives the green light to what the 
committee proposes. If the referendum fails, then it’ll be back to the drawing board to fix the capital problems with 
the Sherman School facility.  Right now, the Sherman School Building Committee has chosen Saturday, June 3 as its 
referendum date.  The Sherman School facility has serious deficiencies in that building’s infra-structure and repairing 
those problems, and repairing them correctly, is a vitally important issue.   
 
As I write this column (Monday) the entire region is preparing for a Nor’easter that promises wet snow and high 

winds. By the time you read this, hopefully, all will be okay and 

you’ll be reading this column under the light that electricity pro-

duces. The month of March came in like a tiger and now is a lion 

with no lamb to be seen.        
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