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CONRAD C. BISHOP, JR.

CONRAD C. ‘^SONNY’’ BISHOP, III IN MEMORIAl- OF

KATHLEEN MCCARTHY BISHOP 1966-2013
POST OFFICE BOX 167

41 1 N. WASHINGTON STREET

PERRY. FLORIDA 32349

(930) 594-61 13

FAX (BSO) 594-2433

March 6, 2023

VIA E-MAIL

Ms. Lawanda Pemberton

County Administrator

County Offices
201 E. Green Street

Perry, Florida 32347

Hon. Gary Knowles
Clerk of Court

Post Office Box 620

Perry, Florida 32348

Re: Amending Ordinance to Ad Valorem Tax Exemption

Dear LaWanda and Gary:

Pursuant to the Board's instructions, please find  a draft on the amending of the Ad

Valorem Tax Exemption Ordinance.

I also enclose a Notice to go in the paper.

Please review this carefully as this is a draft.

Thank you and I hope you are doing fine.

Conrad C. Bishop, Jr.

CCB/kp

enclosures



ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF

TAYLOR COUNTY, FLORIDA AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 2009-08
(TAYLOR COUNTY CODE ARTICLE II SECTION 70-31 ET SEG) WHICH
PROVIDES THAT AN ELIGIBLE BUSINESS WHICH HAS RECEIVED AN

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AD VALOREM TAX EXEMPTION FAILS
TO PAY ITS AD VALOREM TAXES FOR A WHOLE YEAR, MAY
TERMINATE SAID EXEMPTION BY THE PASSAGE OF AN ORDINANCE

REPEALING SAID EXEMPTION; PROVIDING SEVERABILITY AND
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, as the Board of County Cominissioners of Taylor County, Florida has

previously passed an Ordinance providing a genercd procedure for granting Economic
Development Ad Valorem Tax Exemptions, and

WHEREAS, the Board has found a need if applicable to be able to terminate an

eligible business grant of exemptions or partial exemptions for ad valorem taxes upon the
entities failure to pay ad valorem taxes for a whole year, and

THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS OF TAYLOR COUNTY, FLORIDA, as follows:

SECTION 1. Short Title. This Ordinance shall be known as amendment to the

“Economic Development Ad Valorem Tax Exemption Ordinance of the Taylor County Board
of County Commissioners.”

SECTION 2. It has come to the attention of the Board of County Commissioners that

a business that has been granted an ad valorem tax exemption has failed to pay its ad
valorem taxes for a whole year may begin the following procedure to repeal (terminate) that
business ad valorem tax exemption;

1. Step one, notify said business by certified mail return receipt requested that the
Board intends to repeal (terminate) their exemptions by preparing an Ordinance
of Repeal after thirty (30) days receipt of the notice if the ad valorem taxes have

not been paid.

2. Step two, the proposed Ordinance be advertised pursuant to Chapter 125 Florida
Statute and a public hearing will be set and had.

3. Step three, the passage or non-passage of the Ordinance shall be at the sole
discretion of the Board.

SECTION 3. Severability. If any word, phrase, clause, section or portion of this
Ordinance shall be held Invalid or unconstitutionsil by a court of competent jurisdiction, such

portion or words shall be deemed a separate and independent provision and such holding
shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions thereof.



SECTION 4, Effective Date. This ordinance shall become effective immediately
upon receipt of official acknowledgement from the office of the Secretary of State of Florida
that this ordinance has been filed in said office.

PASSED AND ADOPTED in regular session this day of ^ 2023.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

TAYLOR COUNTY, FLORIDA

BY:.

JAMIE ENGLISH, Chairperson

ATTEST:

GARY KNOWLES, Clerk



NOTICE (PURSUANT TO FLORIDA

STATUTE 125.66)

Notice is hereby given that the Board of County Commissioners of Taylor County, Florida

will hold a Public Flearing on the passage of the proposed Ordinance amending Ordinance No.

2009-08. The Public Flearing shall be held at the Board of County Commission Meeting Room,

Taylor County Courthouse Annex, Old Post Office Building in Perry, Florida, at the regular board

meeting on RaoNlAY 1.7^3. at The title of the proposed Ordinance is:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF TAYLOR

COUNTY, FLORIDA AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 2009-08 (TAYLOR COUNTY

CODE ARTICLE II SECTION 70-31 ET SEG) WHICH PROVIDES THAT AN ELIGIBLE

BUSINESS WHICH HAS RECEIVED AN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AD VALOREM

TAX EXEMPTION FAILS TO PAY ITS AD VALOREM TAXES FOR A WHOLE YEAR,

MAY TERMINATE SAID EXEMPTION BY THE PASSAGE OF AN ORDINANCE

REPEALING SAID EXEMPTION; PROVIDING SEVERABILITY AND PROVIDING AN

EFFECTIVE DATE.

The proposed Ordinance may be inspected by the public at the office of the Clerk of

Court, located at the Taylor County Courthouse, Perry, Taylor County, Florida.

All members of the public are welcome to attend. Notice is further hereby given,

pursuant to Florida Statute 286.0105, that any person or persons deciding to appeal any matter

considered at this Public Hearing will need a record of the hearing and may need to ensure that a

verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence

upon which the appeal is to be based.

The Public Hearing may be continued to one or more dates. Any interested party shall

be advised that the date, time and place of any continuation of the Public Hearing shall be

announced during the Public Hearing and that no further notice concerning the matter will be

published.

DATED this 11™ day of April, 2023, by GARY KNOWLES, Clerk of the Circuit Court and Clerk

of the Board of County Commissioners of Taylor County, Florida.

|EGALNOT«|^ _
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FINANCIAL FOCUS ^ ̂
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Investment ideas for business owners
Ofcourse, , y<xjr

itieQ'requiiea big
flnancKii cwnmitmeof,
andttrn^ nc«t)efeasible,
but ft aitid -fibByou boiti
worryti^ ab^ unfimeV

want to consider

account

[>^>ending
tha nature of ytxjr
busfnesa and how many;
emptoyeiea you ha^re,
you can cho^ from a
vartetyof tax-advartl^ad
retirament plafks, such as

on

a s«^7araiie bwestmertt to cov^ other

of ftnersency
needs, suoh as a rru^or
medteat bill of an
expensive repair to your
home.

For these unexpected
may: warU

an emergency
fund covering at least
a few montos' worth of
Kvtog expend with the
mortsy in a liquid
accbt^t.
Without

ergancy hind, you
y be (ofced to<Ap ii^

your 401^4, IRA or other
investmeftt

Vbu'lt also want to

investthe timeandenergy
into creating a businei^
sucoesekjn plan, WBi;you
keep toe busifreto b youf
famayTSetlfttooUtaders
or a iw employBe?lf yrHJ
do sefl. wi you do It ail at

ts, you
buHo arto

such an

em

may

kirtg-tet
vehlde.

onoeoroverfene?
Ctoafty, the answers topbTttotio.

kt any case, keep In thssto hpes of questions
wtH malto a bigdifferencerrrindthat you’re already

ig a lot of ntoney
your Inrelhee*, se^

n your iMImato Ihrendal

to achieve a level of FinetfV> invest in help
En&st the servicesdlversifte^ibn, you may

want to ooncentrate

your investment choices
in aeas out^de your
induatry.
Howevw

dIvwsHteatlon help
redi»e the '
miukrt '

your portfoita, it cant
^jarantes profits or
ptotoct sgabist bases in
adeciWngmarHet

Property
'to)^ pf^ical space

is a key part of your

while

ofe impact
voiatHIty on

protootfon
fire Of a weather-

of' a firmclal advfsor
If a and busktess-piannlnQ

profiKskmal, so youni
abia to make, the

deciftons that wortc best
^

an ovnw-onfy 40100^ an
SEP-IRA and a SIMPLE strike ^ur. tHstoess,
IRA. By coWribuffng
regularJy to one of these
aocounts, you can avoid
being entli^ deper '
on the sale of

By definition, bi^ese budnese to poy tor )n3ur
owners pul a tot of their retire '
fnancal resourcee into To
thftr siterpnsea. Bia as or other
an owner, you may need plan, you’S haw mssiy
to invest in mors than investment optlone —

stocks, bortos. mutual
ffincb and so on. And if
you 'max out* on your
retksmwt plan, jbii
even t» aUa to buDd

Tt

your

ftjnd

inventories and [
to help actii^ the
you've envisioned.
Here a  few

inves&nents you may

would yoube
It's iroportafit ffr you to
createadisastorrecovery
plan, wt^ can include
business

inauftmce to pay far your
opsi^Uhg costs if you're
forced to shutdown tor a
While.

intoniiptton

 your business and
ywf
Vourbuaiitoss

be a lifetotg
so mtfto sure ybu^

investlhg whatever it
fetoto to earn a Bfedrne of
benefits.

arthiB was w/ittm
by Jon^ for
use by focaf Edward
.fensB fihancirf

I may welt
endeavor

Emergency
savings

White a

FTOtectlOT plan with
appropriate ineurance
can teip keep your
business afloat, ids

businesa' success. So.
yWJ may vrant to Invest
eotne Qm© in oompahna
the pros and cor« of
renbi^ versus owning.

Cory Ts^, who can
be reac^^ by celSng
Sm223<S99.

Brynes: ‘An ordinance cannot change a charter’
17) convey or leiise or
authorize the conveyance

lease of any lamis of the
outside of the city limits by city: 18) amend or repeal
5i.70 per mouth stating,‘'I any ordinances previously
iry niy best not to vote for adopted."
somcihing that is illcgaJ.

Brynes. who served

CITY UTILITY RATES

Continued trom page 1

“The City Council h
pa.ssed Ordinances S.**!).

adniinistmtive authority for
such charges’." the memo
states.

.According to Curtis'
analysis, the City of
Perry, like the other cities
cited, has established by
ordinance a department

responsible for
administratioD of multiple
municipal utilities (Public
Works Department).
"Like Miami Gardens

and Palmetto Bay. the City
of Perry
rccoinmcnilafions for rate

changes: then votes on the
same by resolution.
"Assuming that those

cities' means of changing
rates is lawful, then the

argument would be that
their respective councils,
when voting on rate
changes by resolution, has
granted unto itself ami is
e.tcrtising administrative
authority over rate changes.
/Arguably, this is akin

council also serving as
a CR.\ Board, or in other

dual capacities." Curtis
wrote.

that

receives staff

authority over setting
service or user chwees for

municipal
said.

Curtis

14 meeting. Brynes
adamant the City Charter
docs not allow utility

he set by resolution,
stating, '‘Believe
know what 1

about,"

1

talking

resolution." SluXfney said.
“You can't do that."

Brynes said. "You can not
do that. Penny. I am sorry..,!

attacking
"The charter went 10 the

public, and they voted
that charter." Brynes said.
"You can not change it by
resolution or an ordinance.

The only
chnnge it is by a I'otc of the
public, ■'

"That

you can

correct,"

“The City of Anna
Maria piissctl ordinances
establishing, for e.sample,
a stormwater management
utility, with charges and fees
for service being "set by the
siormwaler management
directors by resolution from
time to time.” Curtis wrote.

"The City of Miami
Gardens

Mana. passed ordinaiic
establishing a stormwater
management utility, e.sccpt
ill their case, the mility
recommends- rate changes
that the council then votes

by re.soluiion.’' Curtis'
memo states.

"The Village of Palmetto
Bay, like Anna Maria and
Miami Gardens, established

like Anna

city fi nance director (1985- 851. 852 and 865. which
871 andcily manager(1987- all contain the following

language: "The CiiyCouncil2CH15) for 20 years

"It is illegal," Brynes said.
“I am reatling the charter."

•'You can not change -
ordinance by re solution."
Brynes :iddcd.

City Finance Director
Penny Staffney attempted
to explain that a previoas
city council voted in favor
of an ordinance proposed
by former city manager
Bob Brown that aUoweU the

council to approve utility
rate increases by resolutio
(which require a simple
vote by the councill rather
than an ordinance, which
requires a first and second
puhlic hearing that must
be advertised by public
notice spanning a period of
two council meetings (four
weeks)

allege that the city of the City of Perry. Horida
iolation mav raise or lower the cost

on

council has been

of its charier since the year of the seri'ices provided
after he re tired (2006'> by herein by Re.solution
implementing water, sewer, its .sole discretion," Curtis
gas and garbage pick-up wrote,
rate increases bv resolution n<it able to fi nd

Councilman Ward Kctring
agreed.

"The ordinance changed
that abilitv," Staffney

-• instead of by ortiinance. any case liiw or Attorney
In his memo. Curtis General’s opinions wherein

quotes Section 2.12 of a litignnt or other party had
the City Charter, slating, challenged the selling of
"Aclion requiring an rates by resolution when
ordinance: In addition to the city's charter contain
acts required by law or a provision like the City
by specific provisions of of Perry s relative to what
this Oiancr to be done by things must be pa.ssed
ordinance, those acts of bv ordinance." Curtis

irgued
•An ordinance cannoi

change a ch;iiier," Brynes
insisted.

"Bui. an ordinance can

change an ordinance."
Staffney replied.

"I suggest you've got
the can
horse here." Curtis broke

Nonnully if there w as a
question of legality, maybe
before the meeting it gets
kicked to the lawyer to look
at it. This is the fi rst time

hearing the question
raised of the legality. So, 1
will look into it and brief

between

ahead of the

1

and Ihe

its stormwater

management utility. Like
Miami Gardens

fees are set by Ihc council
by re solution." Curtis said.

Curris stated he found
more examples of Florida
cities with the

language in their charters
(Miami Lakes, Winter Park
.uid Doral), although he did
not review the mechanism

rhey used for changing
utility rates.

•‘All those cities were

identified by
searching the following
phrase; ‘charter set

charges for
urani

and

Google

service

municipal services

the city council shall be by continued,
ordinance which 11) adopt "I next looked for other
or amend an adminisiraiive Florida cities with charter
code: (2) establish a rule language itlenfica! to the
or regulation, a violation City of Perry’s, at least
of which ciuries a penalty; with respect to what actions
r^) grant, renew or extend a require an ordinance; then
franchise: (4i set service or looked In sec how they

■ charge.s- for municipal voted on rate changes,
grant "The following Florida

administrative authority cities' cliarlers. like the
for such charges; (5) levy City of PerT\''s, provide
ta.xes. except as oilierwise two mechanisms for setting
provided in Section 5 06 service or user charges for
with respect to the property municipal services: (1)
tax levied by adoption of Passage of an Ordinance,
the budget; (6) authonze (2) Passage of an Ordinance
the borrowing of money; dial grams administrative

services

"Because at budget lime
when you
die rates -

a hard enough time with
the council coming lo a
decision lo raise rates -

when September got here,
if you had to have two
meetings before passing
ordinance, you were already
in September
causing n loi of log jam.s. So,
the council changed it - did
it as an ordinance - change«l
the ordinance

dt' rate changes

trying to set
having

It was

"L’nlikc iVliami Gardens

iiiid Paimetto Bay. the Cily
of Peny went a step fiirtfier
by specifically ordaining
that it could

changes by resoluiion.
ahhmigh it seems that Ihis
may have been somewhat
unnecessary and redundant
when cumpiued to other
similarly-.situated cities,"
Cunis wrote.

At ihe city's Maah

rate meeting.
CuHis a.skcd for copies

of all of Ihe ordinances
solutions referred

10 by Brynes at the March
14 meeting, adding that he
would research the matter

opinion before

and

and
the meeting.
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